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A. HZ Firfl Volume of thefe Anecdotes 
.having experienced a very favourable recep- 
tion, and been tranflated into feycrai foreign 
languages, the Editor feels hi mfe If encouraged 

-HeJBttiheqt'brigbtttf-Sr.awiieAfc in.diit, 
as ia ott fonnet. V<4mW} cfaieft^ to the cinii* 

muaications of various intelltgeat Foreigner*, 

feveral of whom were aftors in the icencs 

they have dtfCribcd. The fafcinacing and 

almoft ronHuitic article relpefting Louvet, 

and the no lefs intereiHng and tragical one 

under the head Lazari, were of courfc onlj' 

to be fupplied from their own publilhcd mc- 

^ moirs : the Editor conceives he Ihall net itt* 

tr cur the cenibre of. any reader, for having; 

, prefcrved in this permanent form, two-fuch 

§ exceedingly curions documents.-^The truelj 

<^^^lc and original article refpeiting Bris» 

-SOT was drawn up by an Englifh Gentle- 

C" man whofe name has long been defervedlf 



^ 
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Iv PREFACE. 

rcrpedcd in the republic of letters, and who 
for many years was. the intimate friend and 
correfpondent of that great man. 

The lives of Brissot, Condorcet, Mi- 
RABEAU, and LouvET are given in the pre- 
fcnt Volume although their names occurred 
alfo in the former one j a comparifon, will 
however, evince, that thefe prime articles 
have in this fccond Volume been compofcd 
from fources at once new and valuable, and 
that there does not exift any ufelefs repetition. 

Notwithftandingjnuch pains, it is probable 
that a faftidious critic may occafionally de- 
tedt in fome of the articles an exotic idiom ; 
the candid reader will, however, confider, 
that in a work necefFarily compofed from a 
variety of communications, fome inequalities 
in the ftyle would be unavoidable. 

In refpeft to errors in dates, or in points of 
faft, if fuch fhould be difcovered, the Editor 
will thankfully attend to any corredlions 
iroich may be tranfmitted to him j in exte- 
nuation of theTe, as well as the other fins of 
the whole work, he can only obferve, that he 
has been aftuated folely by an ardent love of 
truth, and a fincere attachment to a well- 
regulated liberty. 

London, Jugufi i%tb, I79S«. 
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VV ^ ^^^^ ^^^y *^ obferve on the prefcnt volume, 
that it is generally written with an elegance and 
*' vivacity of ftyle which are.MCuliarly pleaung ; that 
** the Anecdotes are mingled with many judicious and 
** fenfible reflexions ; that the politics are free> bWtfjr 
'^ temperate ; that the eftimate of characters is appa- 
** rently impartial ; and that it abounds with the 
'' moil interefting and entertaining matter. About a 
'' hundred and thirty characters are iketched in this 
'' popular volume, and a very ufeful chart is prefixed 
** of the profcriptions of parties in France from that 
*' of the BrifTotines in June, 1793, to that of the 
" Royalifls in September, 1797." 

Analytical Rc'vieiu, Nov. 1 797, /. ^6g* 

*' This very amufmg colledlion of original Anec- 
" dotes has anticipated by its fale the neceiTity of our 
*' tardy approbation : it will fuffice if we feleCl fome 
** paflages, that are charaCleriilic of the fpirit of the 
*' work, and of fuch men as are likely to preferve a 
•' perpetual importance after the foam of the Revolu- 
'* tiou (hall have fubfided." 

Monthly Revie'Wy Dec, ijg^^p. 365. 

** We can promife to our readers, whatever their 
*' political principles may be, confiderable amufement 
*' and information from this volume, which contains 
*» anecdotes of above one hundred and thirty of the 
** moft eminent perfons who have *' ftrutted and fret- 
** ted their day" upon the grand theatre of French 
*' politics. The author appears to have taken great 
*' pains to colled materials from the beft fources,'* 

Critical R^vU^j May, Ijg^, p. 12^. 



ERRATA. 

Page. line. 

19 28 For them, read it. 

23 26 for adherent^ read adherents. 

24 23 dele comma after the word feldom. 

25 31 dele the word le. 

— 32 read la peine la plus feverc, 
27 22 for pans, read parties. 

40 9 %^ indiflblable, read indi/Toluble. 

46 15 ror aflemble, read aiTemblee. 

58 5 for Piebian, read Plebeian, 

78 24 for par, read pas, 

85 25 for decifion, read diylfion. 

S6 6 for facrified, read facrificed. ' • 

— N. B. Dele the two laft lines in the life of Vilate, and 
in their room read, " He prcferved his life for a con- 
fiderable time by accufing his coadjutors, but was execut- 
ed at length with the fanguinary public accufer, the 
judges, and eieve qjpc ymen^ viz.. on the 17th of Flo- 
reaJ, the 3d year '^; the Republic (or 8th of May, 
I795» of our calander).*' 

JJD4 16 for earring, read carrying. 

106 13 after the word fentence, put a femicolon. 

Ill 21 for Bariere, read Barrere. 

121 24 for athlete tick, read athletic. 

143 27 for 1792, read 1791. 

168 18 for parted, read we fet out. 

p— 1 9 for w farted, read we fet out. 

185 25 for empiy, read employ. ^ 

233 20 after the word accompanied, read them, , 

244 I ' ^^^ ^^^ Kepplc, read Lord Keppel. 

254 8 for vows, read prayers. 

265 ' 24 forwhether, read whither. 

283 13 for Clavier es, read Clavierre. 

284 12 for Clavicres, read Clavierre. 

354. I for 8th Frudlidc^-, read x8th Frudidor. 

36a 17 for Bumont, read Duniont. 

389 26 for 2d Germinal, read izth of Germinal. 

399 29 for BiirialJon, read BaralHon. 

419 23 for hydography, read hydrography. 

420 6 for Puy de Drome, read Puy de Dome* 
440 5 for perfli, read perifli. 

443 17 for opeate, read operate. 

454 9 ^^^ evening of the execution, read evening before the exe* 
tion.^ 

DIRECT] ONS TO THE BINDhR. 

^he Book binder vjill ohfer-ve, that there <wiil he a Jinal 
omijjion of thg f^^et Jro?n 175 to 182, and from 247 /o 252. 
The ^iew Jhould face the t'nle^ and the map page ofpojttethe 
Ccfitt/Us, 
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JBAK PIBRRB BRI88OT9 

•y^TAs l^ cm the z4^of January 1754, at 

ChartreH the capital^itf. Ae territory of the 

CkflTtraiMfjxod Bisuci^ now indttdedio the depart* 

* • 

inent oi Sure. His father was a iraiuur^ fupplying 
individuals or fiunilies with dinners at their own 
apartments, and acquired confiderable wealth, with 

an unimpeached charaden 

After receiving a good education, both at fchool 
aod at college, Briffot was fent to Paris to purfue 
his preparatory ftudies, and was afterwards placed 
with an avocat^ or counfellor in parliament. But 
taking an averfion to the profeflion of the law, and 
applying the money deftined for a proficiency in it, 
to the ftudy of general literature ; he difobliged his 
father, who, being fuperftitious, and influenced by 
his eldeft fon, withdrew his ufual fupplies. 

He then bore the name, or title of de OuarvilUy 
from that of a fmall property at a little diftance from 
Chartres, which had been deftined for him by his 
father. He afterwarids changed it into de TVarville^ 
by fubftitu ting the Engliflh fViox the Ou ! from an 

early 



6 BRISSOT. 

early partiality to England, which he then idolized as 
the land of liberty. 

It was probably that partiality which improved a 
flight acquaintance into an intimacy and marriage 
with Mademoifelle Dupont, who. was employed by 
Madame Geniis, as reader to the princefs, her pupil. 
The mother of Mademoifelle Dupont, kept a lodg- 
ing-houfe at Boulogne, frequented principally by the 
Englifh ; fome of whom the daughters had occa- 
fionally accompanied into England ; they had thus 
acquired a knowledge of the Englifh language, and 
an acquaintance with feveral intdligent quakers. 

In his Englifh enterprize, Mr. Burke, with a dif- 
regard to truth, which would difgrace a libeller in 
the garrets of St. Giles, reprefents him as employed 
by the government and the police, as a fpy and thief- 
taker; and accufes him with having been a pick- 
pocket ! 

BriflTot, who was not without failings, had none, 
which could impeach the moll delicate integrity. He 
was honeft and difmterefted to a degree, which, to 
Burke, hackneyed in the paltry intrigues and debafing 
hopes of faflious parties, muft have been incredible. 

At the time he became united to Mifs Dupont, 
inftead of availing himfelf of her intereft to obtain 
fome fituation in the purlieus of the court or the 
Palais Royal^ he detached her from her engagement, 
relied on his literary talents for their future fupport, 
and determined to make England the theatre of his 
utility and f^me. 

He was then printing his work, De la Feritej 
which) though not mafterly or abounding with new 

truths. 
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truths, was the idol of his heart, and the Jbafis 
on which he wifhed to reft his reputation, if 
his friends had exerted a fufficient degree of c'om- 
plaifance to read it. He had alfo commenced an 
abridgment of treaties on ** Criminal Law/* but 
did not feledl them with fufficient difcriminatlon. 

Thofe produftions, which in the manner of all 
young authors, he confidered as zf.ture fortune^ he 
carried with him to Boulogne, in his way to Eng- 
land. 

There, his finances failing, and feeing no great 
probability of afliftance from his wife's family, he 
incautioufly fell into a fnare, by liftening to phopo- 
ials from the proprietors and managers of the Ciar/Vr 
De la Europe, 

Tbat connexion did not long continue, from 
the difcordant principles of the parties, and Brif- 
fot, having warmed his imagination, by feme con- 
verfations with philofophers and quakers in England, 
conceived and commenced one of thofe benevolent 
extravagancies, for which he was always diflin- 
guifhed. 

Almoft unknown in any part of the world, and 
particularly in England ; at the age of three or 
four and twenty, learning the elements of know- 
ledge, and with only a fmall fum of money fur- 
nifhed by an aflbciate who relied on his talents ; 
he announced in 1 7 82, a plan of correfpondence 
and affociation of all the friends of literature and 
liberty throughout Europe ; and took a houfe in 

Newman 
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N^man Street, where the central committee was 
to hold its fittings ! 

That effort making no impreffion on the public, 
unlefs it oceafioned a fmile by its extravagance ; he 
commenced a periodical work, on the Literature,. 
Arts, and Politics of England. 

In fome difEculties attending that undertaking, 
he availed himfelf of the acquaintance of the Rev^ 
Mr, Gardnor^ vicar of Batterfea, to be intro- 
duced to David TVilliams^ who had been fome 
time "in Mr. Gardnor's neighbourhood, occupied 
by peculiar plans o^ experiments^, on the education 
of youth. 

. It maybeobferved,in thefirftnumber ofhis^««^/^j,f. 
where he mentions his new acquaitance, Williams^ 
that he bids adieu to his former creed, from Mpntef- 
quieu and Blackftone, and avows his attachment to the 
principles develo|>ed in Letters on Political Liberty^ 
which he afterwards, by his afTiduities with Mirabeaut 
and Sieyes, rendered ina great degree, the principles^ 
of the firft French conftitution. 

Affifted by an expatriated marquis Pelleport, he. 
tranilated that pamphlet,. and had the indifcretion to 
permit notes to h& added relating to the court o£ 
France. 

De Morande ^feduced his affociatc into. France j. 
and Brijfot happening at the time to be at Boulogne 
on a fhort vilit to his motlier-in-law, they were both» 
conveyed to the Baftille.. 

His family in England, by that event, was plunged 
Uito the deepeft dlftrefe. The perfon who had em- 
barked 



BElSSOt*. « 9. 

karked with liim in. die litenuy undertaking, and had 
fiimiihed the money, took pofleffion of the houfe and 
furniture ; groundkfs and malignant imputatiohs 
were diffufed refpeAing the views and charafl^ pi 
Briflbt; and the andiors of his; misfortunes, who 
had betrayed him into the hands of power, joined 
the general ckunour, and, as ufual, covered their 
turpitude with the malk of zeal for integrity mi 
honour. 

In that fitiiation a few perfons only w^ at th^ 
trouble tp perceive the truth, and to afford Tuccour 
and confolation to the fiunQy of Briilbt. 

Madame Briflbt (then Madame de Warwille) re- 
collcAing the former patronage of the houfe of 
Orlpans, as the only probable refuge, hafteioed to 
France, and direwdbeHelf at die duke's feet, who 
interefted himfelf fo effeftually, that Briffot was 
admitted to the ufual trial on fuch occafions, which 
confifted merely of an examination by the officers 
of ilate ; and was difcharged on condition he (hould 
never refide in England, and (hould difcontinue his 
Political Review. 

The duke de Orleans who cheriflied the difpofi- 
tions then arifing in France, to difcufs and cenfure the 
meafures of government, beheld in Briffot an inftru- 
ment for his purpofe; made him fecretary 'in his 
diancery, placed him under the (!ire6tion of the mar- 
quis Du Creft, his chancellor, and brother to Ma- 
dame Gen lis, who was at that time, the heroine of 

the political drama at the Palais Royal. 

Briffot 
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Briflbt waSj for fome time, fupremely happy in: 
that lituation. He had an income far beyond his 
wants, amounting nearly to five hundred louis a- 
year, he was in the confidence of the political cabaL * 
which then exhibited no fymptoms of its future 
atrocity, and within the limits prefcribed him, he 
built as many caftles in the air as his heart de^ 
fired. But all limits were galling chains on his 
imagination ; and in proportion as American events^ 
propagated the founds of freedom, he Xickened for 
America, as the only land of liberty and bappi- 
nefs. 

Briflbt, though wholly deftitute of the rich and 
captivating imagery of eloquence, h?d an ardour 
and vivacity which were wonderfully feduftivc j he 
bad alfo in every thing tlie inimitable air of the 
pureft integrity; he therefore eafity prevailed on fe^* 
veral of his acquaintance to form a common ftock, 
and to depute h.m to America, to fix on a diftrift,, 
to be purchafed by the Ibciety, where a colony of 
Frenchmen, with all their moral and fecial habits,, 
were to be organifed into a republick, on the ideas 
of the Britifh Alfred, as illuftrated to him by his 
Englifli mafter. 

His travels ia America, are known from his. 
publications. But it is not equally known that, in 
1788, returning through England fecretly, on ac- 
count of his engagements with his own government^. 
he confulted his " oracle," as he called him, who 
toLd Briflbt he had viewed America only as a vifi- 

tor i. 
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tor; that it might be fecnby the conduft of Franklin 
and others that the ftate of fociety there would not 
fuit a cultivated European j that Calonne and Nec- 
ker, who contended for power, agreed in meafures 
which infured a revolution in France; and that 
France would foon open a theatre for his zStivity 
and love of glory. 

He inftantly formed the determination of devoting 
his talents to France," which he ftrongly expreffed 
to the friend • who accompanied him to his Men- 
tor, and though he afterwards frequently differed 
with that Mentor, he adhered to his refolution to 
the hour of his death. 

Briflbt firft carried into France the idea of orga^ 
ntzing a community, by forming deputanons, and 
deputations of deputations, to produce a general 
will. It is an extenfion and improvement of the 
plan of the Britifli Alfred. 

But though Europe has been fickened with the 
words organizing and organization^ events have prov- 
ed, that Briflot and his fucceflbrs, in the formation 
of *feveral French conftitutions, have never tho- 
roughly comprehended the ideas of Alfred, or the 
theory derived from them by his Englifli inter- 
preter. 

The novelty of thofe ideas in France, threw a 
luftre around BrifTot, which his abilities and know- 

# Mr. B— — , who is faid to be preparing \ Life of Briflbt for a 
rcfpc^able periodical work. 

6 ledg^e 
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ledge were not afterwards able to fupport. When 
the approach and , formation of the ftates-general 
threw ofF the reftraints of the prefs, he was diftin* 
guiflied among the writers who drew publick atten- 
tion, and confulted by the ^principal leaders, on the 
principles and meafures to be adopted; and when 
it became neceflary to render Paris a£live, he re* 
duced his Englifli theory to practice ; it was orga- 
nized into fe<&ions intimately conne6ied and formed 
into a regulated power : and when that power had 
forced and taken the Baftille, the keys of the for- 
trefs were carried in triumph to his lodgings. 

From that moment, Briffot*s charafter aflumed a 
new form, in which a benevolent, but intoxicated 
ambition took the lead. On , the removal of the 
Breton club from Verfailles to the Jacobin monaftery 
at Paris, the keys of the Baftille conveyed him to 
its prefidehcy, and feeling early fymptoms of force 
in that aftonifhing club, he perceived it to be the 
readieft inftrument to obtain the iirft honours of the 
revolution. 

Warned from England of obvious dailgers from 
the power of that club and its affiliations, he 
renounced his firft and beft acquaintance^ by a long 
filence, and ufed his utmoft efforts by his news- 
paper, called Patriot Franfoisj and by pamphlets, 
to exchange individual correfpondence, for that of 
French and Englifli focieties. Having fome ac- 
quaintance with feveral members of thofe focieties, 
in both kingdoms, he acquired great influence by 

that 
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that manuGCvre, and at the difTolution of the flates« 
general, he had infur^d his eledion into the legifla* 
tive aflembly. 

I» that aflembly, Briffot, although neither an ora- 
tor nor a ftatefmaiu greatly di^||gui£hed himfelf 
by an unccafing jeHoufy of the court, by the in- 
troduSion of the, ftrongeft provifions in behalf of 
liberty, from the Englilh and American conftitutions, 
and by the art which he had learned from his unfuq* 
cefsfui enterprizes, of drawing around hini men of 
fuperiour talents and knowledge. He thus formed 
the party of the Girondifts, confiding of the deputies 
of La Gironde ; and was allowed in pradlical meafures 
to take the lead of Condorcet, Guadet, Roland, Cla- 
viere, Genfonne, ice, men of fuperiour learning, 
knowledge, and talents. In that fituation, the 
court afl'ailed his character and integrity j and the 
memoirs of M, Bertrand de Molleville, leave the 
incautious reader in doubt concerning his integrity. 
But if M. Bertrand could have fixed the ftain un- 
equivocally, he would alfuredly have done it. There 
are many perfons now living, of at leaft equal re- 
putation with M.Bertrand, who knew, that during the 
fpirited animadverfions of Briflbt, on the cabals at 
court, which he denominated Juftrian Committee Sj 
a hundred thoufand livres were tendered as the price 
of either his filence or his fricndfliip ; and that 
living in a garret, into which he afcended by four 
flights of ftairs, and having a wife and three chil- 
dren, depending on his ftipend as deputy, and the 

C trifling 
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trifling produce of his newfpaper, he declined the offer 
without noife or often tat ion. 

While the probability remained, that the confti- 
tution would be eftablifhed, he a^tcmpted a renewal 
of his former cor<^)ondence in Xngland, to obtain 
information on the adminiftratioh of our laws ; and 
it is faid he prccured feme hints on that fubjed from 
Mr. Jeremiah Bent ham. But, not being fully fatis- 
fied, he endeavo&red to recover the friendfhip of his 
former counfellor, and fent Pethion to be inftruded 
in the general forms and praftice of the adminiftra- 
tion of Englilb jurifprudence, 

Pethion, however, thought himfelf above the nir- 
ceflity of taking much trouble. He received V/ritten 
direftions refpefting the courts, and the neceflary 
explanations to comprehend the nature of their 
inftitutlons, their practice, and their abufes. He 
once attended at the Old Bailey, and fpent the reft 
of his time at the meetings of the revolution 
fociety. 

In the mean time Briflbt, by his influence in the 
Jacobin club, was making rapid acquifitions of poli- 
tiifal power. So deftitute was the ruling party of 
the talents of ftatefmen, that the very flight know- 
ledge he had obtained of England, Holland, and ' 
America, gave him the principal direflion of the di- 
plomatic and military committees of the aflembly; 
and when the club, by its influence in the legiflature, 
cruOied the King's minifters in fucceflRon, Louis 
fent to BriflTot^ defired he would nominate minifters 

^ agree* 
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agreeable to the focicty, and Roland^ Clavlere, Scr« 
van, &c. were aftually nominated b) him. 

The means of introducing Dumouriez are not 
known to the writer of this (ketch; but it was an 
errour fatal to the revolution, at it changed its na. 
ture and chara6ler. 

Dumouriez, who had more of the good and ev^ 
talents of a ftatefman than all the other minifters, and 
to whom BrifTot was for fome time a complete dupe, 
diverted the publick mind from a gradual and im- 
proving attention to national inftitutions, and arouCed 
its latent but habitual paffion for war. 

Under the direi^on of Dumouriez, Briflbt coUeAed 
the force of the Girondifts, who inflamed the afTem- 
bly againft the emigrants and their protestors,- and 
induced an immediate declaration of war againfl 
Auftria. By that meafure the great objeft of the 
French revolution, the eftablifhment of a iuft and 
equitable conftitution, was loft, or fufpendcd, and 
is not to be recovered, probably, by the prefent 
generation. 

The military charafter controuling and obliterate 
ing the moral, the efforts of true philofophy became 
fecondary and occafional, and France diredted her 
proceedings by the fluftuating fpirit of war. 

Briffot was certainly a votary of true Philofophy, 
whenever he heard her voice, or clearly underftood 
her principles : but thofe principles were not familiar 
to his mind; they were not always of his own ac- 
quifitlon j and the fimplicity and integrity of his 

C 2 heart 



l6 BR2SS0T. 

heart induced him to confide in others with Wind 
credulity. 

The firft fruits of the war were the atrocities of 
the 2d and 3d of September 1792, which appalled 
the fpirit of Briflot 5 for though he retired in drf- 
guft from the Jaccbin club, he did not demsmd'and 
procure the punifhment of the authors of thofe atro- 
cities, who foon improved impunity into a chim 
of dominion. Even on the celebrated lOth of Au- 
guft he was riot a principal ; and in all the vigorous 
and dreadful movements which the difpofition to war 
had generated, Briflot only acquiefced when they 
feemed to favour the caufe of liberty. 

At every pradicabte interval, he united his efforts 
with thofe of the Girondifts to form the public 
mind into a difpofition ibr order and regulated li- 
berty, and to devife fuch inftitutions as would pro- 
mo^ tholfe ends: but the fong of War had d^afenld 
the nation to all other founds, and his rem^inii^g 
■ ftruggles with various temporary fuccefles were in a 
tcmpeft which he had afHfted to create, and 'which 
has overturned or menaced all the inftitutions of 
Europe. 

In the fufpenfion and dethronement oi the King, 
and in the proclamation of a republic, Briflot aflifted 
with zeal and alacrity: and the idea-, of a Con- 
TENTIOK, paramount to all legiflatures, was firft 
given by him; but it was of Englifli importation; 
it w*.s the mycle^gemot of Alfred, with a modern 
name; it -was the Saxon aflcmbly, which tried 

tings. 
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kings*, and approved or condemned the a<£ls of 
legiflation* 

Hut that idea, like all the others haftily adopted 
in France at the time, was not fully underftood, 
and the Convention became a defpot, a legiflature, 
a court of juftice, a magiftrate of police,— a many- 
headed monftcr, which nearly defolated the country 
that produced it. 

In the two general obje^s of the convention, the 
trial of the King, and the eftabliihment of the con- 
ftitution, .BrifTot was adive and zealous, until he 
perceived the Jacobins, led by Marat, Robefpierrc, 
&c. were trampling on all forms and principlq^of 
juftice, had declared for the death of Lcuis, whatever 
might be the refult of enquiry and trial, and were 
prepared to transfer the defpotifm of a military go« 
vernment from the King and Nobjes, to a few de- 
magogues fupported by an armed and defperate 
populace. 

He eagerly fought abidance, at home and abroad, 
to form a conftitution, that the convention might 
be diflblved j but he fought it too late. He alfo 
wilhed to fave the King ; but his wifhes were too 
late. 

The unneceflary facrifice of Louis, in fpite of an 
intimidated majority of the Convention, difcouraged 
the party of Briflbt, and heightened the horrible au- 
dacity of the Jacobins; who, drawing over to them 

Pache, the minifter of war, embarraffed the Generals 

w. ■ I I ' I.I I ■ ■ 

• Vide Letters on Political Liberty, printed by Evanj in the 
Strand, and reprinted by Ridgway. 
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and armies, and, by difgufting Dumouriez into per- 
fidy, and mifleading other commanders into defeat, 
involved the ruling party in deep difgrace, and 
condu6led its leaders to the fcafFold. 

The violences preparatory to that event were not 
coloured with the ufual pretenfions of juftice. The 
Girondifts held the fceptre they had wrefted from 
Louis, with trembling hands; furrounded with a 
national guard of fifey thoufand men, they fhrunk 
at the howl of Marat and his ragged myrmidons; 
the}^fufFered the Jacobins to fraternife with Bands 
of banditti, difcarded fervants, fifiugglers, &c. who 
ffgjght bread and fhelter in Paris. Crimes were 
committed in progr^fEve enormity, as experiments 
' on their fears ; and fufpicion and contempt fucceeded 
die Tefpe£l and confidence with which the public 
had regarded their 'talents and virtues. 

They were therefore implicated as criminals in 
all the misfortunes of their country; and Briflbt, as 
the fuppofed leader, was held amenable for the con- 
fequences of the war with England, for the defeats 
and perfidies of Domouriez, and all the calamities Of 
France during the adminiflration of the minifters 
which he had originally appointed. 

It is not necefTary, at this time, to exonerate the 
inemory of Briflfot from thefe imputations. 

The war with England he deemed impoflibIe« 
until the conduft of the Englifh ^iniftry rendered 
it inevitable. His credulity had relied on the decla- 
rations of the miiSonaries of Englifh focieties, and par- 
ticularly on tbofe of Thomas Paine> that hofttlities 

againft 




- agtinft the Fiondi KTolutioii wouU [iiotf^fct dvO 
infr* '{feprooDiiiicied it at hit decided oimdod duTdie 
firft bodjr of Eflj^ifli troops direaed againft Pruite 
wottlAe fidlowed; bbiftad j^ bj fiixty Adutan^ of die 
icfoltttioiiifta and repnblicaoa of EnghiML 

He -ma^ at v6ai^ ttmaM ti/hen tlie erent ap* 
'pipb*lMd»^witfa an unequnroeal d ar i fl cr cf JfccnU 
miiicj hoftilitjRj lb oootrarj to bis txpe^atidtas* 
He finrin it the prognoftka of die iiteiof IBs 
partji and when he had read die opinion of die 
oofluolitMiy oil which the Convehdon decbfod war , 
hf acdaoition, hfii hJdr literally ftood on end, and 
be left the tribdne widi ftrong.fylbptbais'of 
' dencj and hoiToiir* 
' 'Jn all his pofitidd oondnd^noJaftinipatBtion dtti' 
be laid- on his integrity. His erroiirs were nume- 
rous, and his impetuofity blameable ; but his inteii- 
tions were always honeft and pure. When all forms 
of law, government, and jiiftice were diffipated by 
riolence— when the Convention furr6ndered him and 
his afibciates to an armed banditti, his behaviour was 
calm and colle£ked. While confined, as he was at 
firft, to his own houfe, he made his efcape, and had ' 
nearly reached Switzerland, but was retaken and 
committed to prifon. 

Though his impritbnment was dofe and fevere^ 
and attended with many infulting and ctuel circum« 
•ftances, he bore them with the temper and refolution 
of innocence; and lyhen he accompanied one and 
twenty vidims to the fcafibld, moft of them his dear 

and 
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and cxtfilent friends, his deportment was firm and 
calm; he faw fixteen perifli before him; and in a 
torrent of innocent blood he fubmitted to his cruel 
fate, crying out with his laft breath—^* May the 
Repubhck be prelerved ! " 

BrifTot was rather fbort in ftature, and (looped a 

Jittle in the ihoulders. He was flight in his frame, 

but tolerably proportioned; his features, particu- 

l;(rly his eyes, were lively and expreflive of talents 

apd good nature. 

In private life he was afFedlionate, honourable, 
and juft; an indulgent hufband and father, and a fin* 
cere and warm friend, » . 

As a fcholar and a man of knowledge, he was not 
of. the fij-ft order ; he attempted every thing, but 
was not a deep or corred proficient in any province 
of learning or fcience. 

As a politician, his heart was better directed than 
his head: be wanted 4cnow]edge of mankind. His 
reafofi,was therefore mifled by his imagination; and 
his credulity and reliance oh the preteniions of others 
rendered him totally uo/it fpr any important (hare 
in the adminiftration of national bufmefs. 

He adopted a fyftem, without fufEcient examina- 
tion; and when it foiled, his remedy waf. to adopt 
another^ inftead of profoundly penetrating the cha- 
rader and cii cumftances of his country, and deriving 
a pradicabie and efiedual fyftem from that only ufe^ 
ful fource. For this high and fublimc duty he cer- 
tainly pofTeiTed not the neceflfary genius; and it 
X proved 
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proved to France a real misfortune; for hc^ at one 
time, poflcfled both the power and the inclination to 
render it important fervices. 

Ft'orfi the diilblution of the monarchy, in Avgufl; 
1792, to Jan. 19, 1793) when Louis was condemned, 
Briflbt was, in effect) King of Franfce, without anjr 
of the great talents which commonly lesii to fuch 
power, or dire£t a man to exercife it, either to 
his own glory or to the general advantage of his 
country. 

He flailed, not by the general giddinefs of fudden 
elevation: the iron fceptre^ which the revolution 
held out to him, he had not the heart to wield. The 
Jaccbins perceived his fcruples and his timidity; pre- . 
cipitated him from his elevation ; and crufhed France 
with the power which (hould only have awed her 
into order, peace, and liberty. 

LIEUT.-GENERAL HAYDYW. 

I knew Mr. Haydyn in London, he was then 
about twenty-fix years of age, and lived in an ob- 
fcurc lodging in N<:wport-ftreet, near St. Martin's- 
lane. 

He was a Weftphalian by birth, but fpoke Eng- 
lifh admirably, confidering that he was a foreigner 
who had not vifited this country until he had arrived 
at man's eftate. 

The American war opened an ample field to ad- 
venturers of all kinds, and Germany poured forth 
her mercen'.iry fqua'drons at the bidding of the Eng- 

Wfti 



?9^ LIEUT.-GUL HAYDY^r. 

• fifli government, which fqaandered the Wealth of the 
nation in order to enflaye its colonies. Haydjrn 
fcrved with the foreign troops, rofe to tlic rank of 
Lieutenant*, and when the war was concluded, he 

^returned to Britain on half-pay. 

It was at this period I met him, and the fiiFft 
f time I faw him was during a vifit to the Baron de 

• Grothoufe, who then refided at Chefterfieldhoufe. 
.The Baron was a Hanoverian, and had been Aid« 

de-Camp to the prefent King of Great Britain. 

Haydyn and he came from different parts of Ger- 

, many, but they confidered each other a? country- 

men, and even as friends, here. They wcre^ fated, 

however, to embark in oppofite fchemes.of life, to 

adopt a different line of politicks, and even to fight 

.againft each other. 

Haydyn, afliamed perhaps of havkfg ferved againfl, 

in order to opprefs the Americans, determined to 

fupport the caufe of liberty in Holland. He -ac- 

cor(|pgly took part with the Dutch againft the 

. Stadtboldcr. The conteft, ho^'ever, proved unfor- 

.tunate, for the Duke of Brunfwick at the -head of 

JL body of chofen troops marched to the confines of 

the Zuyder Ttee^ and gave law to the Hollanders by 

me^s of Pcuffian bayonets. 

The Baron -de Grothoufe, who was a fingular 
charafter, ferved in the Duke of Brunfwick's army, 
smd anally attacked and carried a Dutch fort, by 

* I have been mfixrmed that he entered as a private^ a circuno^ 
ftance not uncommon for men of reputable families in Germany. 

means 
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means of a body of volunteer cavalry. Th« moft- 
furprifing part of the ftory however is this; the 
Baron actually made the charge on foot, and kept 
up, and entei^d with the horfe ♦. 

On that occafion Haydyn was obliged to yield to 
fuperiour fortune, and became the prifoner of his 
intimate acquaintance the Baron de Grothoufe. 

France about this time opened her arms to the 
diftrefled patriots of every country. She was about 
to OHitend^ for liberty, independence, nay even for 
ker exiilence as a nation ; (he confequently felt a 
congenial fpirit with nk opprefTed of all nations, 
and became particularly interefted in behalf of the 
Dutch emigrants. 

A large body of them was accordingly levied un- 
der the name of the Batavian Legiok, arvJ it 
muft be owned that they have ferved the repu^ ii^k 
with great and uncommon fidelity. 

Haydyn was one of the moft zealous oiHcci- in 
this corps, and having diftinguifhed himfelf repeat- 
edly, rofe from ftep to ftep, until he obtained one 
of the higheft ranks in the French fcrvicc. 

Along with the Dutch troops he entered Holland, 
fought feveral bloody flcirmifhes, cro.TcJ the Waal 
on the ice, during a winter unco.Timonly fevcre, 
drove out the adherent of the Stadiholder, and Ba- 
tavia once more aflumed the name of a republick. 



• I heard this anecdote of my old friend from a young PruHian 
officer, who was prefcnt on the occafion and witneired the ma- 
Bceutre. 
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Haydyn of courfe profited by the good fortune of 
tlieFrench and^he gallant conduA of his own kgion^ 
for«he is now a Lieutenant-General) although he is 

not yet 40 years of age. 

if 

BARBAROUX. 

Had the Girondijis obliged the party of the Msun^ 
tain to fuccumb, and thus prevented all the horrours 
that enfued after their own fall, thi$ young man would 
have a£ted a very confpicuous part under the repub<- 
lican government. But he ^Ka^ fnatched away in 
the prime of life, and we have fcarcely any .thing to 
record concerning him, but his talents and his mil- 
fortunes. 

Barharoux was born at Marfeilles, priginally a 
Greek colony, and to the impetuous fpirit of the 
inhabitants of the fouth of France, he feems tp have 
added that zealous attachment to the caufe of liberty 
which €hara£terifed the firft founders of his native 
city. 

Having become intimate with Roland, in 1792, 
in confequence of the troubles in the fouth, he fup« 
ported his plans of government j but out of a cer«- 
tain degree of delicacy, he vifited him but feldom, 
after the latter had become minifter of the home 
department, for he was accuftomed to obferve^ ^ 
" that the integrity of a reprefentative of the people* 
like CaeTar's wife, fhould be unfufpefted." 

Barbaroux had great influente with the MarfeU 
UU in Paris, and by their means protected his frienj . 

Roland^ 
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Rdand, when hisJhoufe was afTailed by a mob) in 
confequence of the intrigues of the Jacobins. 

As a deputy for the department of Bouches-du'm . 
Rhone^ he was the declared enemy bf the Robefpler^ , 
rian faSion, and on the 5th Oftober Ijgij whea 
the accufation qgainft its chief was got rid ofy by 
** the order of the day," diverting himfelf of the 
charaSer of a reprefentative of the people, he ap- 
peared at the bar as a petitioner and accufer. 

Being attached to a democratical fohn of govern* 
ment, he was alfo the open foe of the duke of Or- 
leans, and repeatedly denounced him as a man aim- 
ing at the throne* 

When the aflembly had refolved to enquire into 
the mifcondufl: of the king, it was he who prefent- 
ed the catalogue of his fuppofed crimes. On the 
trial he boafted that he had co-operated in the down- 
fal of the throne, and protefted that " the tyrant was 
odious to him;" but notwithflanding this he voted 
for the appeal to the people *. 

'• **Le ferment que j'ai prete dans rafl*emblce ek£lorale dcs 
Bouches-du-Rhone, de jugcr a mort Louis CajDct, n'exclut pas la 
fant^ion du peuple : jc vote done pour ccite fanftion, parce quMl 
iCll tems que le peuple des 84 departemens exercc fa Souvcrainete, 
et qu'il ecrafe, par la manifeftation de fa volonte fupicmc, une 
faftion au milieu de laquelle je vols Philippe d'Orleans, et que je 
denonce a la republique, en me vouant avtc tran'^uiilite aux poir- 
navtis dts aflaflins. 

J'ajoute quv, comme dans des tcn^ cn^^eux riiomme n'eft pas 
fur dc vivrc le lendcmain, je c'ois ii :r..i-n.unr, decider, qi:e le 
tyran m'eft odieux ; que j'al fortvivicnt ;co;;c.c a Ic rcT-v-iftr du 
trone, tt que je p:cnonce;<.i cor.irc >ji la jclriC la iC^.l. s vcr\ je 

dis ; OLl.'* 

D On 
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On the 31ft of Msty, 17939 Barbarous was in- 
cluded among the profcribed BriiTothies, and arrcfte^ 
in Paris, but he found means to efcape from his 
keepers, and flying to Caen, affifted Gorfas, and fe- 
veral X)ther reprefcntatives, in organizing the infur- 
gent departments in the weflr^ 

Having foon.difcovered, however, that Wimpfen 
and Puifaye, wifhed them to negociate with England, 
and that the new conftitution was accepted even by 
the primary aflemblies of the infurgent departments, 
Barbaroux, Louvet, Pethion, Guadet, &c. repaired 
with a battalion of Bretons, to Dbl, with ah inten- 
tion of reaching Quimper, and procuring a paflage to 
Bourdeaux, which ftill defied the power and the 
threats of the mountain. 

Oil the road Barbaroux was feinted with the fmall- 
pox, but being carefully concealed and tenderly nurf- 
ed, he recovered and rejoined his companions in the 
department of the Gironde. 

They foon learned,however, that Bourdeaux had been 
fubdued by iheir enemies, and that all their friends were 
either arreftcd or driven into exile. In this unhappy 
dilemma, they were obliged for their own preferva- 
tion, to betake themfelves to inftant flight, and after 
croiEng the Dordogne-in a ferryboat, with a detach^ 
ment of cavalry at their heels, they found it abfa* 
,iuiely necefiary to divide, ia orTler to efcape the pur- 
fuit of the enemy. 

On this occafron, Barbaroux ?A\d Valady joined 
Louvet; ifee former v» as to pafs fo^* a profeflbr of 
mineralogy, in which fcience he was eminently 
' 8 ikilful 
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fkilful) and his companions for two merchants, tra- 
velling along with him, in order to fpeculate on the 
mines he might difcover ! This ftory, however^ 
on refle£lion, appearing too abfurd to acquire any 
degree of credibility, they threw themfelves on the. 
humanity of a conftitutional prieft, who afforded 
them ihelter for feveral days. 

At the ^nd of that period they were obliged to 
take refuge in a hay-loft, where, being expofed to 
want, and continually afraid of detediion, Barbaroux 
refolveck to put an end to his life \ but he was pre- 
vented by one of his friends, who by recalling the 
image of his fond and venerable mother, faVed him 
from defpair. 

At length Louvet determined to brave ali^daiK 
gcrs, and repair by himfclf to the capital *• - On 

D 2 * this. 



* <<Nous touchions cependant a r6poque critique. II venoit 
de lulre le jour fatal, le iour d*une feparation longue, et peuceire 
^ernelle entre des homines ^ jamais 6troitement li6s par tout ce 
que Tamitie tendre, la vertu pure, et une infortune vraiment fainte 
ont de plus refpedable. Nous fortions de notre afyle ; nous nous 
(eparions en deux parts, qui fe fubdiviferoient bientdt. 

Barbaroux qui, depuis Caen, avoit couru prefque toutes les 
memcs aventures que moi ; Barbaroux defole de me quitter autant 
que je Tetoit de le pcrdre, paflbit du cote de Buzot et de Pethion. 

Tous trois ils alloient a quelques lieues de-la, vers la mer, cher« 
cher un afyle incertaln ; avec quelle douleur nous nous fimes nos 
adienx ! pauvre Buzot, il emportoit au fond du cceur des cha- 
grins bien amers, que, je connoiflbis feul, et que je ne dois 
jamais reveler. Mais Petliion, le tranquille Pethion, comme il 
ctoit deja change ! combien le calme dc fon ame, & la fereniie de fa 
ft^ur^ s*etoit alteres, depuis que J'efclavage de fa pairie u'eloit \)\m% 
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this, Barbaroux, afTcciating with Buzot and Pelhion^ 
refolved to travel towards the fea coaff, in order to 
obtain fuftenance, and if poffible tp effefb their cf^ 
cape. 

Their adventures from this moment are unknown. 
Certain it is, however, that they were ^xpofed to 
frelh calamities, whence Barbaroux was at length 
extricated, by a comparatively merciful death: for 
having been feized, he was carried to Bourdeaux, am) 
there executed* 

Barbaroux was a tall young man, aboutJix fe^t 
French meafure, in height. 'His perfon and his mind 
were equally accomplifhed. He was a zealot of 
liberty, and fo firmly was he attached to a govern- 
ment by a commonwealth, that h^ had formed the 
proj«%, in cafe the north of France (bould be fub- 
dued by the combined powers, to ereA the (buth Into 
a republick I 



*' 
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Was originally of German extra£lion, and being 
of a fanguihe temperament, betook himfelf to the 

profeflion of arms. It was his good fortune to ferve 

» 

douteuX) depuis que |a nouvcUe de remprifonnemcnt des foixante* 
quinze 8c du fuppllce de 90s amis, iious 6toit parvenue. £t mon , 
cher Barbaroux, comme il fuffinoit ! Je n*oublierai point fes der- 
nidres paroles : en futlfues lieux fue tu trwves ma n^e, tacbes ^ 
bd tmr Rns dejottfiti je te promett de n'avolr feint une reffearve 
fue je ne fartage tevec ta femme, Jl U bafard veut fue je la rencontre 



jamah** 
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with 
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with Buonaparte, and to diftinguifii himfelf on feve- 
ral memorable occafions* Under fuch a commander, 
this was a fufficient recommendation, and we ac« 
cordingly find him, although a very young man, ad« 
vancing rapidly to the rank of general. 

No fooner wa^ the vaunting projeft of an army 
9/ England conceived, than he was pointed but, on 
account of his intrepidity and knowledge, as a proper 
perfon to condmand the brigades of grenadiers* The* 
interval between his nomination and the period of 
adton, was confecratedK love. 

He Accordingly repaired to Rome, renewed his 
addrefles to the fifter of Madame Buqnaparte, the 
wife of the ambaflador of that name, and was on 'the 
point of being married to her, an early day having 
been fixed for this purpofe, when an event occurred 
that changed the fate of Italy, and put a period to all 
his own fchemes refpcfting both war and matrimony. 

Early in 1797, a fedition took place, and was quel- 
led at Rome. This was confidered by fome as an 
Italian artificey in order to give vent to the popular 
refentment, in fuch a manner as not to endanger the 
ftate. Another cloud being likely to obfcure the 
capitol 5 frefh conduftors to draw off the eleflrick 
matter, are faid to have been found in the perfons of a 
few of the creatures of government. The experiment 
at firft appeared to prcmife fuccefs, but it has oc- 
cafioned the fubverfion not only of the metropolis, but 
of all the fecular dominions of the Holy Fee. 

Qn the 9th Nivofe, which anfwers to December 
29th 1797) a crowd having afTembled before the hotel 
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of the embafly of France, the people were requefted 
to retire by the fecretary and other officers of the 
houfehold, A detachment of the Pope*s guards foon 
after made its appearance, and even occupied the 
court-yard. On this, the minifter, Bjpnaparte, hav- 
ing clothed himfelf in his official robe and fcarf, 
commanded the troops to retire, and threatened them 
with vengeance if they did not refpeft " the palace 
of the republick." Duphoz accuftomed to a military 
^ life, in which he' had braved every danger with 
impunity, rufhed among |p|e foldiery, and begged 
them to defift. But it was no longer the brave 
^Germans, but the degenerate Italians that he had 
liow to contend with, and accordingly, he is (aid to 
have been bafely and deliberately aflfaffinated* 

The cruelty of the Venetian government to the 
French troops in their bofpitals, afforded a pretext to 
erafe that ftate from the lift of independent ' na* 
tions, and the conduct of the Roman government 
gave but too fair an opportunity for a victorious na- 
tion, to alter the defliny of Rome, and give a new 
mafter to a city that once fwayed the fceptre of the 
world % 



* It would be unfair to omit that the popular commotion at 
Rome has been attributed, to the arts of the French Ambalfador : it 
Ceems more like^^ bowtver, that the French only profited by fo £i- 
vouraUe an opportunity^ to, labiate tt^eir love of dominioik 
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GUINGUEN&, 

Better known for his literary than his legiflative 
talents, is one of the many men of letters in France 
who have diftinguifhed themfelves by their writings 
in favoilr of liberty, and their afliions in fupport of 
the revolution. Like them too, he entertains a ve- 
neration, nearly bordering on idolatry, for the me« 
mory of Roufleau* 

** Genius is avenged 1 " he exclaims, " the French 
nation has vindicated itfelf in the face of Europe ! 
it has decreed a ftatue to the author of the Sockfti 
Contract, and enabled that his widow ihall be main- 
tained at the expence of the ftate. This recom* 
pence, after the ancient ftyle, fs at once worthy of 
a people to whom the ancients are no longer a 
fource of envy, fince they have become free; and 
of a great man who was the objeft of defpotick per- 
fecution, only becaufe he endeavoured to recall na- 
tions to the enjoyment of their primeval liberty. 

" I offer my mite of incenfe at the foot of his 
ftatue. Shall fcience, of which he has been fo dif- 
tinguiflied an ornament, although he has declaimed 
fo much againft it— ilhall fcience be mute in his 
praife, after a revolution fo propitious to his glory ? 
Long before our legiflators had decreed him publick 
honours, they had already adopted the greater part 
of his principles, and frequently mentioned his name 
with refpecSl: our urtifts had almoft exhaufted their 
induftry, in eredting monuments for him ; our pa- 

triotick 
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triotick youth had carried his effigy In triumph 
around the ruins of that BafHlIe which, but for his 
efforts, perhaps would have been yet ftanding ! 

^* This is not the only homage they have paid him. 
On receiving intelligence of the event, a company 
of young men, who had afTociated under the intereft- 
ing title ot Friends to the InJtruSlor of Emiltu}^ 
unanimoufly entered into the following relblutions : 

** ift. That the decree of the national afTembly 
be perpetuated on a column of marble. And, 2dly, 
That a deputation of fix youths repair to Ermenon- 
♦ ville, in the ifle of Poplars, the refting-place of this 
^^an of truth and nature, to fix the engraved de- 
cree at the entrance of his maufoleum, and place 
a bough of olive, and a crown of laurel on his 
tomb!'' 

Guinguene, along with Marmontel, fince dead, 
and Delille, Ducis, and Fontaine, has been appoint- 
ed a profeffor of Belles Lettres in les Ecoles Centrales 
of Paris. The way they were chofen muft be con- 
, fefled to have been truly novel : it was by means of 
a jury, who feleSed them from the other candi- 
dates. 

Guinguene is well aware of the importance of 

• 

his new office in a x:ommon wealth, and there is little 

doubt but that this enlightened inftrudor will en- 
deavour to reader hb difciples virtuous and able ci- 
tizens. , .: 
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GEKERAL POGGI. 

Oftend of courfe participated in the &te of the 
reft of Auftrian Flanders, and yielded to the arms of 
France. The enemy entered the country in every 
poiSble dire&ion, ibme by land, fome by water, and in 
the courfe of a fingle night a little army arrived, and 
difembarked from the neighbouring canals. Its ar- 
rival, indeed, was fo fudden and unexpe£ted, that 
the men appeared to have actually dropped from the 
clouds, — ^No avant' couriers^ no quarter -mailers ge- 
neral-— not a fingle officer of the etaUmajor pre* 
ceded, to announce the event, procure billets, mark 
out encampments, or provide forage. 

There were neither boats nor waggons loaded 
with provifions to accompany ; no baggage followed. 
The officers and foldiers carried every thing along 
with them, literally on their backs. As you looked 
towards the rear, you beheld knapfacks no larger 
than thofe employed during a fielJ-day in Hyde- 
park; when you furveyed the front rank, you coulJ 
alone difcover preparations for a march, the bayonets 
being employed as fkewers to fupport pieces of flelh 
and loaves of bread, which v/erc iluck on fantaftt* 
cally, and exhibiting the idea of a foreft hung with 
provifions, feemed to bid defiance to the rapacity of 
qontra6lors ! 

Such a body of troops, fo cheerful, yet fo fcantily 
fupplied, appeared as if determined to conquer. 

The officers and men joked with one another; all 
feemed anarchy; there appeared to be neither order, 

dif... 
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difcipline, fubordination, nor gradation of ranks. A 
captain, who had the word Citoyen conftantly in his 
mouth, was jocularly told to be filent by a private, 
as he had been only a procuiifury and not an 
avocat*. 

That very night a tamhour (a drummer) was feen 
playing at billiards with the colonel of his regiment, 
and high words enluing, the man of parchment 
obliged his commanding officer to beat a retreat. 

At length the hour for the jacobin club arrived, 
and the officers and foldiers entered pile -mile. 

In the courfe of the fame evening, the municipality 
was fummoned to hold a seance^ by the commandant of 
pftend. It was an important period ; Louis XVI. 
was a pjifoner, and his fate was m yet undecided,— 
It was accordingly imagined that fome intelligence 
connecfted with that event was about to be difclofed, 
atiiibaccordingly the hall and galleries were foon filled. 



* Wheever mi^ht imagine from .this, that fuch manners are iii- 
eompetcnt with authority, had^taly to attend a French parade at 
that period, to be convinced of the contrary. The badinage un- 
doubted fiew from right to left, from tBc wings tb the centre, 
from the reaf to tho front rank ; but no fooner was'^the word of 
command given, than they all drefid to the right, and each battalion 
prcfcrvcd the ftriftert filcnce. In a^ion it is otherwife j the Ca Ira 
and the Marfeillois become the fas de charge, and in this they imitate 
the Greeks rather than the Romans, for the veteran legions of the 
latter* always afl^dled to defpife the (houts employed by the Bar- 
barians, when they joined battle, and received them with a death- 
like filence. The Greeks on the contrary, advanced to the combat 
fing'mg hymns to liberty. 

Poggc, 
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Pogge, formerly a marechaUferrant (in plain 
EngKfh a farrier) and who had rifen to his prcfent 
i-ank by his lingular intrepidity, now enters with an 
important aii^, furrounded by his aides^ies camptj and 
after infifting for ibme time on the multiplicity of 
builnefs incident to his new office, demands a fecre- 
tary; for, adds he, with a great frankiiefs,— " 'fefuis 
un bougr^rg'^^'m'-^ni bonfoldat^ mats mauvais icri- 
vain'!** " I am a d ■ ■ d good foldier, but a bad 
penman I *' 



COND^KCET. 

The name of this great man, alike dear (o liberty 
a;id the fciences, can never be pronounced without 
exciting a variety of melancholy fenfations. After 
the death of his friends and preceptors, Voltaire, 
BufFon, D'Alembert, &c. who fhonc like fo many 
brilliant ftars in the galaxy of French literature, he 
was confidered as the chief of the philofophers of his 
native country. His charafter threw a luftre even 
on the revolution, and defied the (lander of thofe who 
aflerted that great event to have been produced and 
fupported by mean and fordid minds; but his death 
gratified their malice, as it enabled them to maintain 
that neither virtue, nor talents, nor patriotifm, were 
facred from the furor of revolutionary dcftru^Sion. 

M. de Caritat, formerly Marquis de Condorcety 
was defcended from an ancient family. He had ad- 
dicted himfelf Irom his youth to ftudy; and as men 

of 
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of genius generally anticipate the age in which they 
live, the conftitutional monarchy found him a citizen 
already devoted to the caufe of freedom^ and at the 
fall of the throne, the pepple in him belield a zealous 
and difinterefted republican. 

Condorcet was the fcholar of D'Alembert, Under 
that great mafter, who prediSed his future celebrity, 
he' applied himfclf to mathematicks, and in 1767 
publifhed his firft work, " Effai d'Analyi^" His 
fecond, under the title of *' Recherches furle calcul 
integral," added to his former fame, and obtained for 
tliim the reputation of a mathematician of the firfl: 
clafs. The fame of his talents at length attracted 
the attention of government, and under the philofo- 
phical adminiftration of M. de Turgot, horwas fe- 
leiied, along with D*Alembert and Boffut, to affift 
that grea^ minifter in all the political operatioris 
which required an^extenfive knowledge of, mathe- 
maticks. 

'A chafm intervenes in his literary life, between the 
•years 1775 and T782, during which he publiflied 
nothing, except a few difl'ertations inferted in the 
Xranfaftions of the Academy of Sciences, He, how- 
ever, was not idle; for, after having enfured the re- 
putation of one of the greattft mathematicians of his 
age, he applied himfelf to other branches of fcience, 
and efpecially to metaphyficks and politicks. 

The firft remarkable publication of M. Condorcet, 
after thofe we have already enumerated,, was the 
fpeech pronounced by him at his reception into the 
French academy, in February 1782. In this e]a- 

boxate 
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borate produ£tion he exhibited the refult of that In* 
eftimaUe philofophy which he had imbibed from his 
friends and mafters, and prefented a complete ana^- 
lyfis of the prefent ftate of the human mind. 

" Defcartes ♦,*' fays he, in this celebrated produc- 
tion, " n'avojt rcvele la verite qu'aux (ages. Bacon, 
Mallebranche, Grotius, Bofluet, Pafchal, &c. n'a- 
voient prcfente julq^u'alcrs que des idees ct des prin- 
cipes decoufus: C'eft dans ce fiecle que pour la 
premiere foiss 'eft developpc le fyftemc general des 

principes de nos connoiflknces .la raifon a 

cte aux prifes avec I'erreur et rignorance, mais nous 
Tavons vue fortir viilorieufe : enfin la verite a vaincu. 



A- 



* Defcartes revealed truth to the wide alone. Bacon, Malle- 
branche, Grotius, Boffuer, Parchal, &c. had, until ihen, prefent- 
ed us with no hing but crudi ideas and principles. It ia during 
our own age, that the genera! fyftcm of piinciplcs which lead U} 
our attainments, has been for the fijft time developed. 

Reafon was at war with crrour and ignorance, but we laave at 
length beheld her return viflorious fiom the combat j in ihort, 
truth hath conquered, and the world is faved. 

We now behold our very youth, uniting in tliemfelves, moje real 
knowledge than— I will not fay the grcattft men of antiquity — but 
even thofe of the I yth century, could have acquired by long con- 
tinued labours. 

Direfted by pliilofophy, man in a fhort time will no longer have 
occafion to liften to any thing but the laoguage of his heart, and hit 
reafon, in order to fulfil, from natural incUnation, the fame dut.vs 
wliich now occafion fo many efforts and facrificcs. iVlan, beconii g 
in fome meafure an auto,^ cftn^ under the empire of genius, will 
practise the greatefl virtues, in the fame manner as by aid oi 
machines, a workman can now produce a marter-piecc of ingenuity, 
without exiiibiting any degree of intelligence or dJJ.ri:f>. 
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ct le monde eft fauve.^ Nous vbyons une jeunefle 
reuniflant plus de connoiflances reelles que n'ont pu 
en acquerir, par de longs travaux, les plus grands 
hommes, je ne dis pas de Tantiquite, mais meme du 
dlx-feptleme fiecle •••.•• Dirige par la philofophie, 
Phomme n'aura befoin que d'ecouter la voix de fon 
coeur et de faraifon, pour remplir, par un penchant 
naturcljles memes devoirs qui lui coutent aujourd'hui 

des efFcrts et des facrifices L'homme au- 

tomate fous I'empire du genie, pratiquera les plus 
grandes vertus, comme a Taide des machines,' un 
onvrier execute fans intelligence et fan§ adreffe des 
chcfs-d'oeuvres." 

While D'Alembert was ftill fecretary to the 
French academy, Condorcet had been appointed his 
fucceflbr, and when that illuftrious philofopher 
happened to die, in the year 1783, he fulfilled 
.all the duties of that office. This opened a new 
field to his talents ; for he now employed his pen in 
writing the eloges of his deceafed colleagues. 
• Every one knows how much the French literati 
have excelled in this fpecies of biography, and it is 
likewife «known how much it has been improved 
from one generation to another* 

Fontenelle, Thomas, D'Alembert, had furpafled 
each other in their turn, and it was referved for the 
glory of Condorcet to excel his three illuftrious pre- 
deceflbrs, by uniting the eloquence of Thomas with 
the philofophy of D'Alembert. His firft fpecimen, 
dedicated to the meniory cf his friend and preceptor, 

was 
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was recited before the academy, in the year 1784;' 
the euloglum of the celebrated mathematician Euler 
was delivered in 1785. 

Were mathematicks a favourite purfuit with the 
generality of readers, we Ihould enter into fome de- 
tails relative to thefc two njiafter-pieces of biogra- 
phy. We cannot refrain, however, from taking no- 
tice of two fublime paflagcs, 

M. D'Alembert was a baftardj and elevated in the 
foundling hofpital : 

" IVhat is thaty' fays his biographer, " to a great 
man? His true ancejlors are th fe who have precede 
id hi/n in the career of genius \ his pojlerity are 
thofe who imitate him /*' 

Sp-saking of Euler, the author of many important 
difcoveries : . 

" This is the man," fays Condorcet, " who has 
repaired the honour of the continent^ which until his 
time^ had no one to oppofe to Newton,'^ 

The fuccefs obtained in this new line, prompted 
Condorcet to prefcnt the piiblick with intereft- 
ing lives of other eminent per funs of his own 
age, and in the year 1786, he publlfhed the eloge of 
the famous comptroller general Turgot, in two fmall 
volumes 8vo. This work is not fufficicntly known 
in England, although it muft be allowed to be a 
fingular one in every point of view, for it exhibits 
the life of an amiable and philanthropick finajncier- 
M. de Turgot was a great philofopher, and author 
of many metaphyfical articles in the encyclopedia. 
He was alfo celebrated in France on account of his 

E 2 metho- 
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methodical and fyftematlcal fpirit. He had attempt^ 
ed, fays Condorcet, to carry into execution thf 
advice of Lord Bacon, " notiones communes penitus . 
abolcre, atque intelleftum abrafum et aequumad 
particularia de integro applidare," and he had been ' 
fo far fuccefsful in attaining this, that he was heard 
to fay more than once, " that he had acqaired z 
fyftematlcal range of thoughts, connefled with each 
other in an indiflblable chairi, from which it was . 
hardly poflible for him to detach a fmgle link with-r 
out endangering the whole/' 

" A man like this," adds Condorcet, ^ was not 
welcome at the court of Ferfaillesy and when hm 
dared to rufli into the den of tbofe monjlers who riot 
on the French finances^ he was devoured by them** 

VoltaFre who was an admirer of Turgot, and wh(^ 
on vifiting him at Paris, ran towards him in a kind 
of ecftacy, crying — " laijfez^moi baijer la main qui 
a figrie le falut du peuple *;" foon after his difgrac« 
confoled him with a beautiful poem entitled, " ^pitrf 
a un homme." 

No man was more worthy of fuch a biographer 
tlv.n Voltaire himfelf, the glory of the French lite- 
rature. Accordingly, Condorcet publifhed his life in 
the year I787. 

This new work not only furpafled all the prcced- 
jng ones of the fame author, but every other of the 
fame kind, in either ancient, or modern times; and 



^ << Permit me to kifs the hAod that has ft|;ncd the falvation'of 
tiic people/* 

had 
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lad Voltaire himfelf been alive, he would have felt " 
that even his celebrated attempts fell (hort of his 
own life. Until then the hiftory of Charles the 
XII. of Sweden, was generally thought the beft 
piece of biography in exiftence. It was fo no mo|;e 
after the labours of Condorcet* 

The work in queftion, being very well known in 
this country, it would be unneceflTary to trouble the 
publick with any particulars concerning it. It 
may, however, be remarked, that it exhibits a* 
finifhed pifture of the improvements of the prefent 
age, for the exertions of Voltaire, were intimately 
conne^ed with the general progrefs of the human ' 
mind, during the i8th century : the author, indeed,, 
fully demonftrated the truth of the motto prefixed 
by him from the tragedy of " Les Druides :" . 

'* JL*cxemple d'un grand homme eft le flambeau facre, 
" Que le cicl bicnfaifant, dans cctte nuit profonde, 
" AUume quelquefoiv pour le bonheur du monde !" 

After having written the life of the immortal Vol- 
taire, Condorcet might have flopped in his career,, 
but there was another eminent character who now 
folicited and deferved his attention. 

In the publick fitting of the academy of fciences,. 
on the 13th of November, 1790, he recited the eulo* 
gium of Franklin, with the well known motto : 

** Eripuit caelo fulmen, mox fcaeptra tyrannis " 

This publication, however, experienced but little 
iuccefs. It was allowed, indeed, to be worthy a fecre- 
tary of the academy, and every one acknowledged* 
that Condorcet had given a concife review of Dr. 

E 3 FrankliuV' 
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Franklin's exertions in favour of philofophy, of matv-- 
.kind, and of his native country. Sut it was remark- 
ed ^t the fame time, that the ideas were not always ex«> 
prefled with fufficient neatnefs of ftyle, and elegance 
of phrafeology. 

It was now high time for Condorcet to exhibit 
his abilities in politicks. He accordingly brought 
fjrth a new edition of Smith's inquiry into the. 
** Wealth of Nations," to which he added his own 
notes. " This," fays he, " which the Engli(h call 
the firft of books, obtained in France, the approba- • 
tion of a fmall number of adepts. Smith was the 
teacher of a myfterious fcience, whofe improvements = 
the tyrants were greatly defirous to ftop, for they , 
were interefted to prevent their fubje6t3 from Tound- 
ing the depth of publick economy. Our revolutioa 
has placed Smith in his true apogeum. Political 
economy is now an eafy fcience, the comforting di- 
vinity of the devotees of liberty, and the antidote of 
that deftru(ftive art, which under the name of finance, 
formerly overturned the foundations of publick hapn 
pinefs, and undermined the facred principles of equa-^ 
lity." . 

It might appear aftonifliing, notwithftanding fo 
m^ny fingular merits, that Condorcet was not ap- 
pointed a deputy to the flates-general, if we did not; 
know, that but few were elefted on that occafion, 
vy-ho happened to be either in the fervice of the 
c^'urt, or. enjoyed places and penfions under the old - 
government. 

But 
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But while the firft edition of the French patriots 
performed the greateft fervices to their native coun- 
try, in the national aflembly, Condorcet dedicated ^ 
his pen to the promotion of the new order of things^ 
and -in confequence of his zeal, was nominated a 
reprefentative in the fecond legiflature. In the mearx 
time he beftowed all his leifure moments on the 
celebrated work entitled, ^^ La Bibliotheque de 
Vhomme PuHic.*\ Thiis publication was intended as 
an analyfis of all the political writers from Xeno- 
phon to Raynal ; and Condorcet, in addition to his 
own labours, had invoked the affiftance of the learned 
civilian La Croix, M. Peyffonell, formerly conful 
in the Crimea, author of the Commirce de la Mer^ 
Noire ^ l8cc. and other eminent men. He himfelf 
however, was the chief conduftor of the work, ia 
which he alfo interfperfed now and then, fome fhort 
eflays, and diflertations of his own. 

After the Bibllotheque de Vhomme Public^ be pub- 
lifhed, in the year 1791, two very celebrated me- 
moirs on publick inftru6lion ; in one of thefe he 
fupported his beloved principle, that mankind was' 
perfeftable in infinitum \ in the other he pointed out 
the execution of this plan in a free nation. If the 
prefent mode of organizing publick fchools, and the 
national inftitute in France, fliould prove beneficial 
to the republick, it Hands indebted for both to the fu- 
periour mind of Condorcet. It was he who was the 
firft to conceive the idea of the four diftind degrees 
•f inftruftion : 

ift. F#r 
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ift. For villages ; 

2d. For diftrjdls j 

3d. For departments ; 

And, 4th. For the metropolis. 
' It is likewife owing to him, that the projeft of 
paying all fchool-mafters from the publick treafury, 
in order to fave them from the humiliation of the 
individual fees of their pupils, was adopted. 

Soon after his appointment to a feat in the (e* 
cond legiflature, Condbrcet became the Briareus 
6i the revolution. It is impoflible to form an idea^ 
much lefs to give an enumeration of his labours 
and exertions. A fingle day fcarcely occurred' 
in which he did not fpeak on every branch of ad— 
miniftration, and the records of the jacobin dub- 
(then uncontamlnated with blood) teftify his fre- 
cjuent motions there;: Beitdes this, he became the 
chief conduSor of the journal entitled, " La ChrO'" 
nique de Paris ♦ j" he alfo wrote occafionally in the 

journal: 



* As Franklin In America, and Briflbt and Condorcet in France^ 
are prehaps the only perfons who have facceeded in rendering tht 
fituation of a Journalift refpedable, it has been deemed proper (otranf- 
cribe an article written by the laft of thefe celebrated men> from th« 
Cbront^ue dt Paris, No. 3179 as a fpecimen of his flyle and manner. • 

" ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE. 
Sifance du 22 NvotnArt, 

Le decret de raflfemblee nationale fur les troubles religieux, a fiut 
najtre une grande queftion. On demande fi les prStres papiitet 
|>rtteroDt ou nc prdteront pas le ferment dvlques. Quelques ]^. 



journal of Briflbt, adled, " Le Patriote Franjois,'* 
in the ^' Jnnales Patriotiques^^ of Carra, &c.. 

But 



btSy quelques abbes commendacairei efpercnt encore que centre l4 
toi nationale, on depouiUera les nouveaux tcqu6reur» det propria 
t^ qa'ils ont payees "k un prix un pe« plat r^el que celoi auqoel 
CCS fucceiTeuri des ap6cres Ie> avoient autr^j^it achet^t des dame*, 
de la cour. lis pritendent, en consequence, qu*on ne peut tt^ 
confcience prater ce ferment. En effet, difcnt-iU, la conftitudoi^ 
renfcrme la Uberte des opinions 'religieufes et cellc des cuUes, ct 
qui ell ^videmmcnt contraire aux droits du Pape. On pourroit: 
l«ar.obferver que fuivant ce principe, un prkre cathollque ne peut- 
jurer en confcience que le maintlen des conftltutions oil fa reU«. 
%ioti tiJL dominante. Or, avouer ce principe, c*eil te declarer 
l^nnemi des neuf-dixiemes du genre humain. On pourroit leujf* 
demander auffi s*ils ont tenu ce langage dans les pays ou ils^ ne f« 
font pas trouves les plus forts, et (i leur obilination a y perfider 
n*annonce pas des efperances qui doivent juilifier toutes les mew 
fures qu'on peut prendre contre eux. £n effet, fans un appul le» 
cret, fans une confcience. qu'ils ont eu Tart de feduire, oferoient- 
ils afficher des maximes que le cardinal de Lorraine eut rougi do, 
profeifer ? Oferoient-ils affeder des pretentions qui aurolent revoltc 
les efprits fuperftitieux du 14^. fiecle? Cependant, comme quelquc& 
prccres font afllz au courant des opinions du fiecle pour ne paa. 
donner dans ce piege, ils ont imagine un autre fyfleme : ils ont 
dit : jurer de maintenir la conflitutlon, c*e(l jurer de maintenir les 
lois reglementaires emanees des pouvoirs conititues. Or, plufieurs 
de ces lois bleflent la confcience facerdotale ; mais cpmme on n^ 
peut refufer la promeiTe de maintenir uneloi, a moins de fe croire 
oblige de ne pas Texecuter, 11 refulte de cette pretention, qu*ua 
miniflre de Teglife romaine ne peut fe croire tenu d'executcr lea 
lois d'un pays qui ne s'cft pas foumis ^ toutes les fantajfies des 
pretres de cette religion ; et comme apparemment ils ne croyent 
pas avoir une autre morale que celle des homraes, il s*enfuit qu'au* 
cun individu ne peut fe croire oblige d'obeir a la conftitution dii. 
pays qu'il habite, pour peu qui fuivant fcs opinions particuliereftt 
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But if his ardent patriotifm obtained for him 
the higheft reputation among the friends of liberty, 

It 

it fe trouve dans le f/A^me entier des lois qui font obligatoiret^ 
d^apres cette conflitutioHi un feul article contraire au droit nature!. 
D*o^ il r^fulteroit dyklemment qu^aucun homme ne peut {'engager 
<rob6ir aux lois^de Ton pays, car jufqu'ici il nVxiftc aucun fyftSmt 
dt lois dont, aux yeux de chaque citoyen, tous les articles foient 
^nformes k la regie 6ternelle du droit. 

Par une confSquence n€ce(raire du m6me principe, il n*y a de UAs 
Hgitimet que celles qui font conformes h. la voiont6 deS prStres 
c^tholiqucs, et c'eft un defpocifme abfolu qa*ils rlclament fous le 
nom de libert6^ 

* Od voit done que cette morale facerdotale m6me a la diffolutioii 
de toute foci€te politique ; et il faut applaudir a la fageffe de TaT- 
l(fmUe Da:ionale, qui a enfin forc6 ies pretres ^ niontrer leur fyf* 
time d*icnmortalit^ dans toute U turpitude, qui, la p.emiere, a 
CQ le courage de leur arracher le mafque tout ertier. Us pourront 
encore tromper quelques princes } ils pourront les entrainer dant 
tfn culte commun, mais ils ne feduiront plus les nations. Leur 
omdaite en France eft une le^on dont tous les peuples fauronten 
]Jrofiter. On?s verra encore s'introduire myftericufement dan&le 
eidunet de quelques rols, leur donner des confeils perfides, peut* 
ll^re faire couler le fang humain dont ils s^abreuvent depuis tant de 
^Scles i ils peuvent nuire encore^ mais ils ne peuvent plus i^gner. 

Apres la lecture du proces, on a annonce a raifemblee que le 
roi avoit nomnrke MM. Duverricr et Bertholio pour aflifler au tiragf 
^ar le fort des juges de la haute cour nationale. 

Les quatre, dont le nom efl forti de Turne, font MM. Creu^et* 
Latouche, du departement de la Vlenne ; Marquis, du departement 
4)e la Meufe; Aldaret, du departement de TAude^ Calmcs, du de* 
partement de la Manche. 

Le comite diplomatique a fait font rapport des mefures ^ prendre 
relatlvement aux raflemblemens des fran9ais emigres. M. Ooch, 
rapporteur, a obferv6 que ces rafTemblemens ttoient ^galemenc 
ODntraires et au droit dei gens et auxloix de Tempire germai^que, 
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it expofed him at the fame time, to the mod ille- 

bcral 



et que le roi devoic requerlr a la fols et les princesy qui au meprif 
de loix de leur pays, auxquelles Us etoient foumls comiue les autres 
citoyens, fuffrolent ces raiTembkmens, et les diredoires des CM'ck^ 
•qui aurolenc dd les empdcher, et la diette de Ratisbonne, qui aii<« 
rolt d&'fe fouvenir quelle doU a la France le rcfle d*Independance 
<lont jouit Tempire, de difliper cette horde de princes, de d^ferteurs, 
d^ banqueroutlers, et de Biu/Taires, qui nuifTent plus au p^ys q}i*i^ft 
habitent -lu^a celui quails menacent. £n conftqUence, Jl a propole 
de charger le pouvoir executif de faire, ce qu*en lol fuppofant, )e 
jie dis pasi de boTlnes intentions, mais, un reitt de pudeur, 11 Tau- 
roit -dtf executer U y a plus de fix mois \ mais, on aflure que M. . 
de Montmorin, pour ceparer cette negligence, eil alle en Efpago^ 
-demander pardon, au^iomde la nation fran9aire, de fon peu de poll* 
teXTe pour hs rois, et prier ctlui d^Efpagne de vouloir bien la ioli" 
rcr jufqu'a ce qu'tlle fc foit corrigee. 

On a annonce que M. Wimpfcn, qui commande a Newbrifach, 
a ete foUicile ('e livrcr fa place aux princes fran9ais, qui lui promet- 
tojent pour recompfnfs un partagc honorable dans le produit du 
pillage de la France, et une part dans les hochets feodaux dont ils 
ont arrete d'avance la d.ltrxbution. M. dc Winiplen a envoye a 
M. de Lukner, fon gererai, une copie de ces nobles propofUions, 
et de fa reponfe. L'aiTemblce a decrete que le miniftrc de la guerre 
lui rendroit compte des depeches qu'il a du reccvoir de M. Lukner, 
et dont par difcretion fans douie il a jufqu'ici prive i'aflemblfcc. 
Un adminiftrateurde di(lri<5l dans le departement du Haut-Rhin, 
• a cru quefaconfcience Tobligeoit de declarer qu'ii ne pouvoit prendre 
auGune part, ni a Texecution des loix relatives a i*organifation du 
cltrge, ni a la vente des bicns ecclefiaftiques. Le direftoire de fon 
diflrift croyoit que cette declsration (cditieufe meritoit qu'il fOt 
fufpcndu de fes fondlions, mais Ic dircdloirc du departement a craint 
que cette fufpenfion, contrairc aux opinions manifefttcs, il y • 
quelqucs mois, par M. DtUffart, nc fOt contrarice parle gouvcmc- 
menr. Ce direaoire s'cft fOrcmcnt trompe } M. DelciTart fait trei- 
blen qu'un fon^ionnaire public n'a pas droit de dire qu'il n'cx€cu- 

tera 
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*benJ abufe on the part of the royalifts and arifto* 

^rats ♦. 

^ In June 1792, he apologifed in the hall of tfe 

jacobins, for the condiuSi of Pethion and the people 
of Paris, who had repaired to theThuillerics in order 
to prefent the red cap to the king. On this occa- 
fion, he was particularly happy in the following 
fcntiment : " Le peuple a ofFert au roi Ic bonnet 



',- 



4cra que telle ou telle parti de la loi. II e (I hien 61oigii6 de s^oppo- 
for a la vente des biens Dationaux, te furrment on a donn€ one 
•lauflc iivterpretation ^ une phrafe de commis qu*il aura fignee par 
^iftra^ion. Ce qui Ic prouve encore d*advantage, c'eft que le 
mtoie diredoire dc difcrid a donne connoiflance a rafftmblee d*uiie 
lettre du meme mini (Ire ou il demande qu*on lul rende compte 4e 
la dlipoHtion des efpiits relativement aux prStres non-fermeptesy 
4ifin qu*il en puifll; inflruire le roi, qui eil ti^3>curieux de le favoir. 
11 eft evident que Ton intention etoit d^ajouier, que c*etoit audi afin 
de pouvoir en rendre compte a raffemblee nationale ; malheureufe- 
ment fon fecretaire a oublie cette ptirafc eflcntielley ce qui a not 
beaucoup a la confiance que, fans cela, fa lettre auroit inrpiree^ 
Yans doute, a tous les diredtoires du royaume. 11 feroit a defirer 
que M. DeleiTart changeat de fecretaire ; car nous n'ofons porter 
^DOS voeux jufqu*a d^fircr que I9 roi change de miniftrcs. 

CoNDOlCXf.'* 

* An emigrant, vvho calls himfelf Count Tilly, aofiong other things 
.equally monftoous and abfurd, accufed him with the murder of his 
iriend and benefactor, the amiable Duke de la Rochefoucault 1 Now 
It is notorious to every one acquainted with the events of the revQ. 
iution, that his de^th was connected with the majfacre tf September^ 
and that the ruin of Condorcet, Briifot, Genfonnet, ice. was pred« 
pitated on account of the virtuous indignation they had always ex* 
preffed again ft the authors^ inftigators and abettors of that atro- 
cious deed* 

N I rouge J 
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riBgei 'Marc Auuele ne Tauroit pas de* ' 
daignc*." 

This of coarfe excited the hatred of the enemies 
of liberty, and Mallet du Pan did not blufli to af- 
fert, ** that while the mathematician Condorcet, in- 
^ftigated the jacobin club to call aloud for the fup- 
preffion of the title oi majejiy ; he himfelf was in- 
triguing for his own appointment, as a governour t« 
the dauphin, and the admiflion of his wife at courtf 
as a lady of honour to the queen !" 

Condorcet was of courfe ele<9;ed a member of the 
national (invention, and he exacted all the regards 
due to his genius, fo long as reafon fwayed the deli- 
berations of that body. 

During the imprifonment of the king, he difplay- 
ed a degree of moderation and philanthrophy, which 
true philofophy could only infpire. He was one of 
thofe who thought that the unfortunate monarch [ne 
pouvoii pas etre mis en caufe) could not be brought 
to judgment, and when he few that no attention 
was paid to this pofrtion, he maintained, that the 
greateft penalty that ought to be infli£led on him 
Ihould be perpetual banifhment from the territories 
of the republick. 

The party of la Girondey then predominant in 
•the convention, were confcious of the fuperiour abi- 
lities of their colleague, and they accordingly fufFercd 
him to a<El the moft important part, under their ad-' 



• The people have offered the red cap to the king : Marcus Au- 
^rel]^ would not kaY« difdained its acceptance. 
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miniftration. By a (hort pamphlet entitted-^^^ Re- 
flexions fur la Revolution de 1788, et fur celle du 
10 aout^ 179^'' which in the language of an emi- 
acnt journalift of that day, contained ^' a condie 
Tiew of the thoughts of a great man, wh^ commands 
aUention and fixes puhlick opinion-^* Condotcet de« 
monftrated, that he was the perfon beft calculated 
to draw up the xiew republican conftitution. 
He a£hially undertook this province, and the 
formula prefented by him, was immediately scm 
cepted. It prefcribed a fingle council for the le- 
giflature, and an executive of fix members, each of 
vrhom was to be a minifier of ftatd for his own de* 
partment. 

Truth, howcva:, cfcliges us to confefs, that this 
preje£l was not well received by the generality of 
the people in France, and it is probably known to 
cur readers, that it ferved as a pretence for \he de- 
fection of Damouiies, who plainly told- Camus, 
X)rouet, and the other deputies, whom he had the 
audacity to arreft, that this republican conftitution 
was a complication of abfurdi^es, and that he was 
;it a loft to conceive how fu£h nonfenfe could have 
fallen frona the pen of Condorcet. 

Here ends the political career of this great man. 
No fooner had the animpfities between the Girori^ 
diils and the Mountaineers taken a ferious turn, than 
be inftantly perceived the dangers impending on his 
own country, from the overgrown influence of 
the fanfculotterU^ He was certainly as much at- 
tached to a popular government, and as firmlj^ 
5 devoted 
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derotcd to democratical principles, as any one in 
the convention J but he thought that the rcini 
of adminiftration fhould be intruded to the hands 
of thofe only, who, in confequence of a liberal 
education, were beft entitled to the publick confi* 
dence. He accordingly fpent the fpring of 1793, 
in the moft complete inaSivity,, and was heard to 
fay to fome citizens of his acquaintance—^^ I am 
afiaid, my dear friends, it will be (hortly faid of our 
revolution : 

- ** Definet in pifcem mulier formofa fupcrnc." 

On the fatal 31ft of May, Condorcet was not ar- 
refted, an omiiHon ariiing, perhaps, out of fome re* 
mains of refpe£b for his name and taknt3. But 
he loudly protefted againft that dreadful event,. 
wrote an addrefs to the department of L'Aifne on 
the occafion, affertcd publickly, that there was no 
freedom in the national convention, and joined the 
deputies, known In the annals of the French revo- 
lution, under the appellation of {Les ftgnataires' des 
protejfations du 7.d et 3<f yuin) thofe who figned 
the protefts of the 2d and 3d of June. He was 
at laft decreed to be in a ftate of accufation, and 
orders were iflued to commit him to prifon. He 
was fortunate enough, however, to efFeft his efcape, 
on which the blood-thirfty Mountaineers did not: 
fcruple to declare him {^hqrs de la lot,) an out- 
law. 

Every perfon of the leaft fenfibility muft fliudder at 
the ferocious animofity difplayed by Robefpierre againft 
this great man, and at the illiberal farcafms v/hleV 
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he uttered againft him in all his fubfequent fpeeches; 
" Condorcct ♦," faid he, " eft rhomme qui s'eft le^ 
t)lus de{honor6 dans la revolution. Grand mathi" 
maticien au jugement des gens de Uttres^ et grand 
litterateur au jugement des geometres^ il n'etoit 
qu'un confpirateur timide, lache^ mcprife dc touSf 
les partis." 

The various places in which Condorcct was fe» 
creted (kiring his perfecution, were, fo ftridUy coru* 
cealed by the fidelity of his friends, that it waft 
generally believed in Paris, and indeed, over all 
France, that he had efcaped into Switzerland ; and 
that he lived there in obfcurity, under a borrowed 
name, ^Xh9ugh he ceafed to exift in April 1794^ 
it was hot before the month of January 1795, that 
his death was made known to the publick by his 
cfifconfdate widow. This unfortunate woman — flic 
herfelf a great female phjlofopher, and firmly de- 
voted to the revolution, addrefled a letter on that 
mournful occafion to the convention, giving infor- 
mation of her hufljand's demife, and claiming his 
aflies ! The epiftle produced confternation in the 
legiflatlve body, and left the French people fliould 
-conceive a diflike to the revolution, or be puflied to 



• " Condorcct is the man who has the moft di/honoured himfelf 
In the courfe of the prcfcnt revolution. ^ great mathemat':ciatt among 
men cf letters, and m great man of letters among gecmetricianSf he was 
only a weak and timid confpirator, defpifed by all parties." 

It will be immediately recolleflcd, that the moft witty part of 
this libclisa poorimitationpfourjohnfon's remark on Ghefterfield : 
'* That be was a wit among lordsj and a lord anvong wits.^* 

fomc 
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ibme excefs by this difaftrous intelligence, Retvbell, 
vAio happened to be prefident, thought that it ihould 
not be inferted in ahy of the publidc papers. 

The author of this article, who happened to be at 
tiizt time in Paris, was an eye witnefs of the indig- 
nation expreiled by the whole nation, at die lofs of 
fo great a man, and an eminent writer did not fcruple 
to fay, " that the French revolution ought to be 
ccmdemned to eternal execration, even if it had 
produced no other calamity than the death of Lavoi- 
lier and Condorcet !*' Another learned man, Mr. 
G—*— e, wrote a very elegant poem, with tha 
motto: 

Qub defiderio fit pudor aut modus • 
Tam cari capitis ■ 

And M. L- e publifhed a fine elegy with anothcf ' 
motto : 

Ignofcenda quidem, fcircnt fi ignofccre manes. 

Condorcet was about fifty-four years of age. In 
addition to his genius and learning, he alfo poflefled 
a great fund of politenefs, and exhibited a certain 
degree of elegance in his rnjanners, which rarely ac- 
companies a man whofe life has been devoted to 
ftudy *. 

F 3 The 

• A finilhed portrait of him was found in the port -folio of 
a^ learned foreigner, who has lived in France ever fincc the 
year 1 7S9. 

" J'ai remarque," fays he, ** la tournure fimple, mais fup€- 
jrieurc et emieremvnt exempte d^ te qu'on appclle miferes, 

Tefprlc 
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The writer of this remarked while in Paris,, 
that the ci-devant Marchjonefs of Condorcet was 
entirely deftitute of friends. Being imbued witk 
republican principles, (he was deferted by her own 
relations, and defpifed by all the fafhionable world. 
On the other hand, as (he was an accomplifhed wo- 
man, (he fcorned to converfe with perfons who had 
not received a liberal education, previoufly to the 
cftablifliment of the rcpublick: thus^fhe was entirely 
cut off from fociety. 

It would appear from a fpeech lately delivered by 
a celebrated leader in the council of Five Hundred) 
that this refpeftable lady, after the laft infurreftion 
of the 1 8th FruSiidor^ was put on the lift of th/R 
emigrants, and committed to prifon, Tallien ex- 
rlaimed loudly againft this notorious injuftice; for it 
was a well-known faft, that Madame Condorcet had 
never gone beyond the gates of Paris, during the 
whole courfe of the revolution. A meflage was ac- 
cordingly lent to the Diredtory on the fubjeft, who, 
to their eternal difgrace, i*eturned an evafiVe anfwer* 
< Every man of feeling is therefore anxious to know 
the future defiiny of a female, entitled to the cfteem 

« 

and fympathy of all Europe. 



r^fprit T^rieux, ^tendo, calculateur, geom^tre, inftruit dans tow 
les genres \ Phabltude coni^ante et Tamour des' fl^tailsi la £icillt^ 
d'y apporter une pbilofophie falne, des vues politlques et admi* 
niftrativesy une connoiiTance du coeor humain, un peu de malig* 
nite mOme dans les /^t& de Mr de Concfbrcet.''^ 

Before 
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Before this article is clofed, it may not be amiis 
to mention, that the moft illuftrious part of Gon- 
dorcet's life is that, perhaps, in which he was 
hunted down by the daggers of profcription, and the 
ftill more cruel formulae of judicial aflaflination.— 
While forced to feek flielter in woods and caverns, 
although deftitute of friends, of confolation, and 
fometimes even of food, inftead of venting execra- 
tions againft his unjuft country, his whole mind was 
bent on a projeft beneficial to humanity, and every 
moment occupied for the advantage of pofterity.— 
It was during the laft folitary hours of his pre- 
carious exiftence, and while condemned to feek a 
frefli afylum every night from the malice of his ene- 
mies, that he conceived the plan of his , pofthumous 
work, entitled, " Efquifle d'un Tableau Hiftoriqae 
des Progres de TEfprit Humain," in which, confider- 
ing man under three diftinft points of view, he 
enquires, imo^ What he has been ? 2doj What he 
is ? And, 3/<7, What, by proper culture, he may be ? 

After contemplating him both in the favage and 
civilifed ftate, and glancing at the day *' when the 
(un in his courfe fhall only flaine on free nations," 
he concludes thus : 

" And how admirably calculated is this view 
of the human race, emancipated from its chains, 
releafed alike from the dominion of chance, as well 
as from that of the enemies of its progrcfs, and ad- 
vancing with a firm, an undeviating ftep in the paths 
of truth, to confole the philofopher lamenting the 

errour§, 
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errours, the flagrant afis of injuftice, the crimes with 
which the earth is ftill polluted ? 
, " It is the contemplation of this profpeft that re- 
wards him for all his efForts to aifift the progrcfe 
of reafon and the cflablifliment of liberty. He dares 
to regard thefe efforts as a part of the eternal chain 
of the deftiny of mankind ; and in this perfuaflon he 
finds the true delight of virtue, the pleafure-of 
having performed a durable fervice, which no vi- 
ciffitude will ever deftroy, by means of a fatal ope- 
ration calculated to reftore the reign of prejudice 

•and flavery. 

*' This fentiment i& the afylum into which h© 
retires, and to which the memory of his perfecutors 
cannot follow him : he unites himfelf In imagina^ 
tioii with man reftored to his rights, delivered from, 
oppreilion, and proceeding with rapid flrides in the 
path of happinefs* 

*' He forgets his own misfortunes while his 
thoughts are thus employed; he lives no longer to 
adverfity, calumny, and malice, but becomes the 
aflbciate of thofe wifer and more fortunate beings^, 
whofe enviable condition he lb earneftly contributed 
to produce.'* ' 

This work was no fooner finiflied than he be-^ 
came carelefe of life. To Garat * he had been in- 
debted 

— — *— — ■ I « M II ■ I ■———^—1 II I ■ I I !■ I II W — i— % 

* « A rinAant ou Condorcet avoit et^ oblige de chcrcher im 

atfylcy je lui en avoit fait offrir un a cote de moi, a rh&tel mdme- 

de rinterieur, ct jamais je n^aurols cru employer a un plus d/'gnt 

tila|e, Hi uoe jsoaifoDi ni un miniftre d« Li rcpubli<iue. 

«« Ctttf 
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Arbted for an afylum in the houfe of the minifter of the 
. home department, at the very time the revolutionary 
harpies were hovering round, and thirfting for his 
blood. From the fame friend,, he al fo received a 
dofe of poifon, which they divided ^ as' brothers do 
bread,'* and on being recognized? and feized at a 
village to which h^ had repaired, in order to oh'* 
tain a morfcl ta fuftain nature ! He fwallowed the 
&tat prefent, and in this manner put a period to his 
wretched exiftence !' * 

Thus perifhed by^ his own hand, long before th« 
period affignedT>y nature, the greateft man then left 
in France—- — the friend of Voltaire, the rival of 
D'Alembert, and the correfpondent of Frederick, and 
of Catherine. At an earfy period of life, he eafily 
vanquiflied all the difficulties of fcience, but he is 



** Cette violation d'un decret cut ^te pour moi la plus faintt 
execution de toutes les loix. Lorfque plufieurs mois apres cc 
philorophe, Thonncur de !a repreftntation nationaie, fut oblige d« 
fortir du rcduit facre ou une ame digiie de la ficnne I'avoit dcrob* 
a cette population immenfc d'efjiions et de bourreaux qui avoit par- 
tout des yeux & des oreilles, je lui fis propofer encore de fe rendr* 
a une maifon que je poffede a dix lieues dc Paris, & ou d'avar.c* 
tout fcroit difpofe pour le rccevoir. L'eloignement du lieu, la 
grande difficulte de pafTcr d'un departement a Tautre fans paflTe- 
port rendant Texecution de ce projrt crop perillcux, jc m'occupai 
i lui procurer uii autre afyle plus pros de celui qu'il avoit ete- 
forcc d'abandonner ; & c'eft dans le moment ou nous concertions 
?es mefurcs que I'infortuns alia tomber dans les mains qtii don - 
nolent b mort a tous ceux qui ne fe la donnoicnt pas cux- 
intjjics.'* 

MSmolrttfur la RevzMtUvj par D. J. Garat, /». 20a. 
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perhaps entitled to a ftill greater degree of praifir, 
for overcoming the prejudices that warp themfelves 
round the human heart. Attached to the haughty 
claims of the nobility by birth, he warmly contended 
for Plebian privileges from con virion. Inferefted 
in the duration of the ancient government, by ho- 
nours, by places, and by penTions, he never betrayed 
the deftinies of his country, but ftedfeftly perfe- 
yered in the firft wilh of a rcafonable being— ^4hat 
of a free government; and the chief duty of a pbila^ 
^her — the melioration of the human fpecies. 

The legiflature of France, which had bafely per-* 
mitted him to be outlawed^ at length paid a willii^ 
homage to his memory ^. But his own wdrks will 
refcue his injured niune from oUiyionj and the. fti-% 
ture hiftorians of his native land, will -avenge bit 
infulted manes. 



* The GODvention on ^e 13th Germinal^ i796> decreed a» Ibfc* 
lowf: 

■■ Art I. La commiflion ex6cuti£ de Tinilnidion puUique »;<^ 
querela fur les fonds mis a fa difpofition 3000 exemplaires dt 
Vouvrage pofthume de Condorcet, intitule, " Efqtiifle, &c." 

II. Le comit^ dMnflrudbion pu.blique eft charge de veiller a ce 
que ces 3000 exemplaires foient diflribu^s dans Tetendue de la re- 
publique, & de hi maniere U plus utile a Tinftruaion. Chaque 
vaembre de U convention en recevra un exemplaire.' 



If 
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The following fa^s and daUs may prove inter eftingy 
perhaps to fucb readers as are dejirous of more 
particular information concerning the above il^ 
luftrious .charalier. They arrived too late to h^ 
incorporated in the life. 



John-Ahthony-Nichblas Caritat, ci-devant Mar* 
i|uis of Condorceti was called by the firft of thefe 
names in France^ on the annihilation of nobility, 
although he ftill continued to be known, and cele- 
brated all over Europe, by the fecond* 

He was defcended from aH ancient famllyi and was 
born at Ribeniojnt, in Picardy, on the lythof Sep« 
tember 1743*. 

At the age of fifteen, he was fent to the college of 
Navarre, and diftinguifhed himfelf while there, by 
his attachment to mathematicks and phyficks, in 
which he excelled one hundred and twenty fcholars, 
attending the fame courfe of inftrudlion. 

On his return home, he continued to cultivate 
geometry, and in order to have better opportunities 
for improvenpient, he repaired to Paris, in 1762, 
where he attended the chemical courfe of Macquer 
and Beaume, and frequented the literary focieties 
which D'Alembert had aflembled at the houfe of 
Mademoifelle dt LefpinafTe. 



Notice fur la vie et Ics ouvrages dc C^ndorcet, Par J. Lalandc. 
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When only twenty-two years of age, he acquired 
confiderable reputation by his work on Integrai 
Calculations^ and was already numbered among the 
iirft mathematicians of Europe. 

In 1767, he publiflied his folution of the PrMem 
9f three Bodies. 

In 1768, appeared the firft part of his Analytical 
EJfays. 

He was received into the Academy of Sciences on 
the 8th of March 1769, and from that period until 
1773, he enriched the volumes piiblifhed annually 
by that learned body, with memoirs on infinite yi- 
ries^ partial and finite diffierenus^ equations ofcon'm 
dition, ^€. * 

About the fame time, he pccfcnted an anonymous 
pamphlet to the publick, in which he defended the 
philofophers againft the attack made on them, by the 
author of ^^ LejTrois SiecJes" and employed ridicule 
with admirable effecSt, in the caufe and advancement 
of truth. 

On the lOth of June 1773, ^^ "^^^ appointed fe- 
cretary of the Academy of Sciences, and in addition 
to the Eloges of deceafed members^ he added the 
Ifves of fuch learned men, as had been omitted .by 
Fontenelle. 

In 178a, he was eleSed a member of the Frendi 
Academy. 

-About the end of the year 1786, Condorcet fnar- 
ricd Maria-Sophia de Grouchy, a lady brought up in 
tbc family of the amiable and unfortune Duke de 
Ilochefaucauld, To this connection, he appears to 

have 
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bave been lefs incited by her youth, beauty and ac« 
complilhments, than a generous fenfibility ^. 

In 17%, appeared his life of Turgot, to whidi 
he did'not at firft afEx his name. 

Aware of the influence and importance of perlo- 
dical works, he contributed largely to the yournal 
de PariSf and Le Chronique ; and but a little before 
his death, he undertook, in concert with the &mous 
Sieyes, now ambaflador at Berlin, a new journal, 
which hzdfocial inJiruSfion for its obje^. 

In 1 791, he compofed a pamphlet in favour of a 
republican gruernmenty and he was permitted to 
keep his office of fecretafy to the Academy of Sci- 
ences, even after he nad obtained a feat in thelegif* 
lature. 

When the greater part of the crowned heads of 
Europe menaced enfranchifed f ranee with a bloody 
war, he drew up a manifefto on that fubje<ft. 

He was an early member of the jacobin club, and 
a conftant attendant there, fo long as it proved fer- 
viceable to the commonwealth, but no fooner did 
that fociety aflume a ferocious afped:, than he with- 
drew f. 

When Louis XVL was conduced to the Temple, 
Condorcet was nominated by the Aflembly to draw 
up a memorial, juftifying its proceedings, to all 
Europe. 



• He was fafcinatcd with the tender and courageous anxiety with 
vhich {he watched the couch and afluagcd the fufferings of the Ibn 
»f the Prefident du Paty, who had been bitten by a mad dog. 

\ Cpndorcct retired in March 1792. 

G 1ft 
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. In the National Convention, he alfo a£ted a Ji{l 
tinguilhed part, and was chairman of the committee 
appointed to prepare the new republican confti- 
tution. 

After Robefpierre had fatiated his vengearxce on 
the BriJJhtinSj Condorcet obtained an afylum during 
fcveral months, in the houfe of a worthy Parifian 
female, who compaffionated his misfortunes, al- 
though (he was unacquainted with either his perfon 
or hiftory. 

In March 1794, he was obliged to quit his con- 
cealment, in confequence of the menaces thrown 
-out, refpefting a ftrifl: domiciliary vifit. 

Having efcaped the vigilance of thofe ftationed 
at the barriers, he pafled the firft night on the plain 
of Morit'Rotige, On the next morning, he repaired 

to the houfe of an old friend at Fontenai, who ua- 

« 

fortunately had gone to Paris, and was not expelled 
to .return for fome days. In this horrid ftate of fuf- 
penfe, he fpent one night in a quarry, and another 
under a tree in an open field. 

On tbe third day, he h^ftened to meet bis friend, 
but the interview was fliort and unfatisfadlory ; after 
a hearty refrefhment, it was at laft agreed, that 
helhouldonce more depart, in order to avoid fufpn 
cion, and return again at night, when all the fer- 
vants had retired to their beds. 

In the mean time, he was obliged to wander about 
the environs of Clamar, and being greatly exhaufted 
auid fatigued, he entered an ale hc^ufe in the neigh- 
bourhood, where his long beard, and haggard 'looIfS, 

having 
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having expofed him to fufpicion, he was feized by 
a member of the revolutionary committe, and tranf-^ 
ferred to the diftrid of Bourg-la-Reine. 

Happening to arrive too late to be interrogated 
that night, he was confined under the name of Piern 
Simm^ with a view of being fent to Paris, but he 
was found dead next morning, on the 28th of 
March. 

Thus fell one of the grcateft philofophers, and 
ableft writers, that have adorned the prefent age. In 
private life be was extremely amiable, but neither 
bis converfation nor deportment befpoke the extent 
of his genius. It was on this account, that D'Alem* 
bert vi^as accuftomed to compare him to ^^ a volcano' 
covered with fnow," 

In refpeft to his pofthumous works, his " Sketch of 
the Progrefs of the human mind," written during his 
concealment in the capital, is only the outline of a 
greater undertaking, which he intended to have 
finifhed, had he lived but a ftiort time longer. 

He has alfo left behind him, a Traft on Calcula- 
tion, and an Elementary Treatife on Arithmetick. 

A daughter of Condorcet, by his wife, is ftill 
alive ; he was greatly attached to both, and it is to 
be hoped, that the relatives of fo great a man will be 
fpeedily refcued from their prefent unhappy fituation- 
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CHALIER. 



It is almoft impoffible to detail the charaftcr 
6{ this man, for he is deicribed to be a monfter by 
one party, and hailed by the other as a rfiartyr 0/ 

Jiberty. 

Without preiliming to decide on this queftion, W0 

iball here mention a few fa£ls, hitherto uncontro^ic 
Verted, either by his friends or his eaemies. 

Jofeph Chalier, was born at BeaUtard in Datt*^ 
phiny. His parents, who were natives of PuJmont^ 
repaired foon after to their native country, where he ' 
was educated, and became a prieft. 

.After receiving the Hnfnre^ the young man re*' 
turned to France, where he pe^fonxwd inais during^ 
two years. " ^ 

In 1792, he was elected a munldp^ oACer ijt 
Lyons, but was fufpended from his functions by the 
department. 

On the 1 5ih of Auguft, of the fame year, he com- 
plained in perfon to the national afTcmbly, of the in* 
juftice that had been done him, and demanded his re*; 
eftablifhment. He not only obtained ithis, but was 
created prefident of the tribunal of Lyons. 

The inhj^bitants of that city haviFig coale feed with 
the infurgent departments, were ojjpofed by Chalier, 
whom they feized and condemned before a tribunal 
of their own eredtion. No fooner, Jiowever, did the 
Convention triumph over the Lyonef,*, than his death 
was avenged, and a monument erected to his me* 
mory at the publick expence^ 

r£RRBYKA» 
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This extraordinary man "was a Gafcon* by birth, 
a Jew by religion, and, like moft of his fefb, was 
called after one of the-anclent patriarchs f . 

Like moft of them alfo he followed commerce as 
a profeffion ; but his mind was not narrowed or de« 
bafedi}y that fpirit of traffick which we either find 
or fuppofe to accompany the children of Ifrael during> 
the prefent age. On the contrary, he was franb 
and open in his manners, and had fuch an utter dif- 
regard to wealth, that he fquandered a large fortune 
with a prodigality truly Chriftian ! In fhort, while 
a young man, he was at once very opulent and very- 
gay, and is well known to many of the Englij(h by 
having fupported a lady of quality of our nation with 
great fplendour at Paris. 

He often indeed repaired to this ifland, and what 
is not a little extraordinary for a Frenchman, fpok^ 
the language like a native. During one of his vifity 
here, he got acquainted with and married the daugh-» 
ter of a rich Jew in the city, with whom he got 
about yOjOOol. fterling. 

The revolution may be confidered as the jubilee 
of the Gallican Jews, and had it achieved notliing 
elie than the emancipation of that opprefled race of 

^__«- _^ 

* He was bom at Bayonne, in, or about the year 1743. 
f Jacob. 

G 3 icvftu^ 
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men, it would of courfe have formed an epoch in 
the hiftory of humanity ♦• 

Perreyra, who had often fuffered for the fuppofed 
mifdeeds of his nation) eighteen centuries before his 
own birth, and who, until now, was fcarcely confix 
dered as a man, found himfelf all at once elevated 
to the. rank of a French citizen! The derrick 
fbock, that was felt from one end of the nation ta 
the oAer, feems to have vibrated with double force 
upon his heart, and he determined to devote bts life 
and fortune to the propagation and defence of that 
liberty to which he was indebted for his enfran* 
chifement. 

He accordingly, from the very commencement of . 
die revolution, took an aAive part in the conteft, and 
jtpeatedly diflinguifhed himfelf on the pbpular fide. 
On every occafion he was adive, intrepid, and enter* 
prifing, and never fpared his private fortune or perfonal 
cSxertions, when either or both could be ufeful. 

Notwithftanding the prophet Samuel was a great 
ftickfer fo^ a theocratical commonwealth, and a 
great enemy to kings, it appeared fomewhat ftrange 
to behold a m^ern Ifraelite, frefh from the ex* 



H» 



* We now live during an a^e, in which the liberation of a whole 
nation may be intimately oonneded with the publication of a fingk 
pamphlet! This hA is nearly demonilrable in the prefent inilance, 
for it was a tra^ from the pen of the celebrated Abbe Gregoire, now 
cohflTtutional bi/hop of Blois, that firil aroufed the feelings of his 
countrymen in bdialf of the oppreflfed Ifraelites, and to the honoufof 
France and of Chriftianity, by an exteniion of civil rightSy m«Ul 
them ccaie io bf coofidercd as # fejp«rasej and degraded nation. 

change 



diafige^of Bonnfeatbe, preaching dp- die doArme of , 
6quAiity'9 dcpnecsitiiig nt^'rcipecboonKfrcd on nMkh^, 
ihi uiigtiAjj; the rfyii i Uges refiihiiig.froin repvUidmt^ 
inftrtittfcMs. But thii, wfaidi of iHUT wmM iHmtf 
other tine have formed an lepodi, occurred at a p0w ' 
riod of th^' FirenA hi^k>fy '^IiM ndlhiii^ a|i|Mr« 
6d mi c mnn pte| bfciiife 'evety 'thing ^rat ciliaoidC* 
nary I . • 

It would have heen forprifing if fudi a man ha# 
not boen employed in die pMblick' fiervicft Jacob' 
Perre3m^ foon after die batde of Jemappe^ wfaidX 
decidra the. fite of die Ixiw Countries^ was aoeotfd* 
ingly nominated a commiffioner in Belgium ; huf 
on this, as on every other occafioti, his teal way 
at leaft difinterefted, <br wUIe La Croix and many 
others were amaffing large fortunes by plunder am) 
confifcation, this defcendaht of Abraham, as if to 
put the rapacity of the Chriftians to the blu(hy 
would receive no ftipend or compeniation what** 
ever from the government, but, on the contrary^ 
performed all his funflions with the ftri6left in* 
tegrity, and even defrayed his own expenfes from 
his private purfe. 

But this was hot all. He was one of the firft 
to found the inclinations, difcover the inOmtionSy 
and difcomfit the treachery of Dumouriez,— 'The 
moment he perceived that this general had entered 
into a. fecret correfpondence with the Auftrians^ 
he difpatched a cburier to Paris, and with a de^^ 
termination of chara£ter peculiar to himfelf, en* 
tered Valenciennes, and declared that and all the 
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neighbouring fortreflcs " in a ftate of ficge." The 
energy of this meafure difcomfited the treafon of 
the revolted chief, and the republick was perhaps, 
indebted to him at that critical moment for its very 
cxiftencc. ., 

. In the mean time war was declared ag^inft t&is 
country, and every thing Englifh, from bjcing be- 
loved to excefs, became odious. All thofe of that 
nation then refiding in'France, were ordered to be 
arrefted, and among the reft, the wife of Perreyra 
was about to be fent to prifon ! 
. .On this, the intrepid Jew repaired to the committee 
of pu'blick fafety, armed with a pair of piftols, one 
of which he brandifhed in his hand, and addreflh* 
ing himfelf to the author of this cruel meafure, fpoke 
thus : 

" Did not I, Robefpierre, fave the commonwealth 
\r Belgium ? Did not I dete£t the treafon of Du- 
mouriez, and render his defection harmlefs ? Have I 
not ferved the flate, without fee or reward, and 
kept my hands chan, when others fullied theirs with 
the publick fpoil ? And by way of re- 
warding me, have you not exafted a law, that would 
rob me of my wife, and fhut her up in a dungeon 2 
Either refcind the decree, or •••••« • 



99 



He was not fulFered to proceed any further, foi: 
the di£tator was iufficlently acquainted with his de« 
termination, to be a'raid of his refentment* A com* 
promife accordingly took place, and an amendment 
was infeited by the legiflature, dsclaring that a wo^ 

sum 
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man married to a French citizen, fhouU be exempt 
from the operation of the z&, ! 

Perreyra now congratulated himfelf on account of 
the fuccefs of his intervention in behalf of his wife, 
and his vidtery over the tyrant, but he forgot that he 
had awakened his fears, and his fufpicions, and that it 
was a maxim with that monfter, never to forgive I 

Let it be recolleded too, how many, and how 
Tarious were the means of deftrudion in his power i 
and that to wiOi for, and to eiFed the aflafiinatioa 
of a citizen, was one and the fame thing. It will not 
fiuprife any one^ therefore, when it is narrated, that 
this brave and unfortunate man, was arrefted under 
£dfe pretences *, that he was fent to prifon, brought 
before a revolutionary tiibunal, included in one of thv 
firft batches^ as they were then termed, and perifhed 
by the guillotine, on the 23d of March, 1794* 

Jacob Perreyra, was about fifty-one years of age 
at his death. He was of a fmall ftature, and poffefl- 
cd that dark glofly hair and dingy kind of complpxionj 
which the Jews feem to have brought with them 



* He was Implicated with many others, in the affair of Ptri 
buchejncy the name aflumcd by Hcbcrt j the following U cxtra^-* 

ed from the indidlment : 

** Tous convalncus d'etre auteiirs on complices 3'une confpi- 
ration qui a exifte centre la liherte, la fureie du peuple Fran* 
yois, tendante a troubler TEtat par une guerre civile, en armaiu 
Ics citoycns les uns centre Ics autres, par fuite de laquelle le$ 
conjures devoient, dans le courant de vcntofe, diflbudre la rc- 
prCfentation nationale, aflafTiner fes membrcs ct detruirc le gou* 
vernement rcpublicain, pour donncr un tyran a TEtat." 
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fromPalcftine, and preferved even in the moft norfh- 
'crn latitudes of Europe. There was fomething 
very particular in his phyfiognomy ; and this was 
heightened perhaps, by a pair of large black eyes, 
which on particular occafions, he would fix on the 
countenance of the perfon with whom he convcried^ 
and look as it were, into the innioft receffeS of the foul. 
He was much attached to, and protefted many of 
the Englifli, prievioufly to the feizure of Toulon, 
by lord Hood ; even then, he did not abandon fuch as 
be efteemed, but this circumftance had nearly proved 
fiital to one gentleman, after his execution, for the 
jealoufy of Robefpierre never flumbered, it even 
fiirvlved the lives of his vi£lims, and thjsir -friends 
were fure at leaft to inherit his enmity ! 
*. Perreyra was a man of wit, and excelled at a re- 
partee. An amiable Irifli lady of great refpeflability, 
at whofe table he dined one day, for the firft time, 
happened to enquire for a fevourite barbette^ who 
was named after the legiflator of the Hebrews. H^ 
accordingly made his appearance, with a long, fliaggy^ 
Ifarelitifli beard. ^ 

" Upon my word, madam !" exclaimed the Jew- 
commiffioner, " if you perfevere in calling your dog 
MosE%|J[ am determined to be even with you, for 
I will chriften mine J. • . • C • !" 
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This extraordinary perfon was born at Strafburgfa^ 
in 1753* In or^er to alleviate the misfortunes of hiis 
fleilow creatures, he procure4^hiinfelf to be nominal 
led one of ; the commiflarie^ of St. Lazare, in which 
fituation he was eminently ferviceable to the prL- 
iboers detained there, : - 

. The- following inftance of humanity, ought t* 
conciliate the. efteem of mankind. 

An unfortunate man confined under his jurifilic- 
tion, bejing uneafy about the &te of a wifi; and three 
children, who were likely to be reduced by bis cap-i 
tivity to the utmoft mifery, addrefled himfelf to 
Cange, and requefted that he would procure him 
fome intelligence concerning his family. 

On this the commiflary repaired to the place pf 
their abode, and after having fulfilled his miffion, 
being greatly aiFeded at the wretchednels around 
him, he drew a hundred livres from his pocket, be- 
ing all he pofTefTed, and gave half to the unhappy 
woman. 

" Here," laid he, ** is fomething that your hud 
band has fent you; he borrowed it from an old 
friend, who happens to be one of his fellow pri« 
foners : be happy ; as for him, he wants for no* 
thing," 

On his return to the hufband, *^ your wife and 
children are all well," faid he, /* and diey are in no 
nej^ of any things as a generous and compaffiwiate 

neigh- 
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neighbour has fupplied all their nccefSties— and.here 
are fifty livres which your fpoufe has charged me to 
prefent you with," 

On the 31ft of May, when the jails were opened, 
the prifoner returned to his family, and he and his 
wife thanked each other, for the fupport mutuailly 
afforded in the midft of their common difbrefs. At 
length an explanation taking place, they difcovered 
that they were indebted folcly to the liberality of 
Cangc, and repairing to his abode, they bathed the 
hands of their generous benefaftor with the tears of 
gratitude. 

lA KlVltKtd 

Henry la Riviere, was born at Fala ife, in the r/- 
ievant Normandy, now included within the depart* 
ment of Calvados. HFs father, who had been an ob- 
fcure tradefmah, refided at a little diftance from the 
famous tower, in which William the Baftard^ as' he 
yr2!& fometimes accuflomed to ftyle himfelf, or thi 
Cmqueror^ as we are reluctantly obliged to call him, 
was born. In the language of the vulgar, he had 
'^ the advantage" over that prince, in point of legir 
timate birth, and was f)retty much on an equality 
with his mother, Harlotta, (he being the daughter of 
a tanner, and he the fon of an inn-keeper of the 
very fame town ! 

On the death of her hufband, although left only 
with a pittance, of four hundred livres (about 
^. f7 ICJ. of our money) ^er annunty Madame la 

5 Rivic;e 
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Riviere found means, by dint of a fevere, but laud- 
able economy, not only to fupport herfelf decently, 
but alfo to procure a 1 iberal education for youngHenry. 

The boy muft have applied himfelf to his ftudie.s 
with great induftry and fuccefs, for we learn, that 
he entered on logick before he had attained his 
fixteenth year. A handfome lad, with a beau- 
tiful fece, and lively complexion, exhibiting in 
his converfation the early ilaihes of genius, and 
affording the promife of future greatnefs, would of 
couife gratify a fond parent, and intereft every heart 
pofTefTed of fenfibility. 

It was formerly the cuflom in France, to rear up 
all the promifing young men for the church 5 but this 
does not feem to have been a plant calculated to 
thrive in the vineyard of the ApoflJes. Inftead of 
reading the exploits of the early martyrs, or addidling 
himfelf to the perufal of the primitive fathers, he ex- 
hibited amoft perverfe antipathy to mafs, and publiclc 
prayers of every kind ; niiy, he could not be prevailed 
upon even to get his catechifm by heart, although in 
refpeft to fuch books as convinced his reafon, rather 
than appealed to his faith, and which were devoured 
rather tban peiufed, his memory proved uncom- 
monly tenacious. This untoward inclination of 
courfe rendered him fit for nothing but a philofopher, 
and the priefls who prefided over the feminary of 
Falaife, either difappointed in the hopes of feeing him 
become onexjf their own fraternity, or indignant at 

H his 
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his rebellion againft their creed, puniflied him fevcrdy 
for the fins of omiffion ♦. 

La Riviere was at length fent to Caen, at that 
time famous for its college. There he ftudied 
civil law, and on his return home became an avocaty 
or barrifter: but notwithftanding Normandy f has 
been celebrated for its peculiar attachment to that 
fcierxe, and Falaife has produced feveral eminent 
men of' the coif^ yet he acquired but little prafticje. 
He has, indeed, been always better known as 9> 
man of letters than a lawyer. 

It generally happens, that in ftates which have 
long groaned under tyranny, the clafs of men bred 
to the bar is the^firft to declare in favour of thp 
emancipation of the people, I apprehend that this 
originates in their fuperiour education, which affords, 
ihem at once the means of d^tecftion and comparifon- 
They are not governed by any hoiy fcrupUs^ like 
the clergy, and, like other members of the mo- 
narchy, they are occafionally fubjefted to the rpd of 
power. In (hort, when they themfelves do not pro- 
fit by oppreffion, there is no body of men more rea^ 
dy, or more able, to combat againfl the opprefTofs 
of all. 



• He is faid to have afllrted with Chamfort ** that he loved the 
fefr fex, and liberty, too wdl to belong to the church.*' The church 
©f Rome, however muft have been greatly belied, \i holy ordert ^roycd 
any cxclufion to the former of ihcfe enjoyments. 

f Ancerlour tu the revolution, the Normans were proverbially 
idttious. 

This 



This appeared to be eminently the cafe in the'in- 
htnty of the French revolution, and had not this daft of 
men, which in the exile and puniihif^ent qf the parlia- 
mentS) had been expofed to the moft terrible humilia- 
tions, declared loudly for a change, it perhaps would 
merer hare been effeded. « 

Henry la Riviere was not defied a member of 
the ftates-general) for the convocation of which his , 
corps had ibliclt^; but ''having declared himfelf 
frieadly to the recenr changes, he was deputed to the 
convention by his native department 

While there, he diTpIayed, as lifual^ great modern^ 
tlon;: ahd we are inclined to think that he did n#t 
▼ote for the death of thie' King, as, on examining thi 
lift, we do not find his name included among th(9e 
who countenanced that bold meafure. 

Iti the fucceeding difputes, he neither joinied tht 
Rsyalifts nor the Mountaineersy But, on the contrary, • 
connected himfelf with the Girondtjis^ a fet of men 
wbofe morals were pure, whofe intentions wer« 
upright, and who were deficient in enteprizt 
alone. 

As one of that party, he would' have flburiflied, 
and with it he fell ; for, having protefted againft the 
decrees* which, in violation of all law, had at one time 
condemned twenty-one deputies to death by the guiU 
lotine, and forced feveral more to perifh, either by 
famine or their own hands; he was outlawed along 
with feveral of his colleagues. 



w Thofc of the 31ft of May, and ift and ad of ]\in^ n^v 
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During the terrour of RobtTpierre's adminiftration, 
Henry la Riviere /ound nfeeans to conceal himfel/^ 
and while many of the profcribed reprefcntatives were 
from time to time cut off by the hand of the execu* 
tioner, he was lucky enough to efcape. 

At length the ciimes of the tyrant called aloud 
for punifhment, and on the 28th of July 17949 the 
two Robefpierres, Couthon, St. Juft^ Henriot, &c. 
were arretted and executed. 

A fair opportunity now prefented itfelf of reicalling 
the exiles. It was not, however, until the 8ihof March 
1795, that the decree which menaced their heads was 
refcinded ; but on that aufpicious day they were in- 
yited into the bofom of the convention, by what 
fecmed to the publick to be an a(St of citation ra- 
ther than of oblivion. 

It was then that the appearance of Louvet, who 
had concealed himfelf, fometimes in the grottoes of 
St. Emillion, and fometimes in the caverns of Jura, 
aftoniihed his friends and terrified his enemies. It 
was then that Kervelegan, after wandering amidft 
the marfhes of Calvados and along the Ihores of the 
Gironde, again entered the hall of the legiflaturc. 
It was then that la Riviere too, after being indebted 
to fricndfh'p for his life, rcfumed his feat among 
his colleagues, which he, however, was fated to re- 
tain but for a (hort time. 

Accuftomed to preach up the principles of mode- 
ration, with an energy very different from any thing 
conne<3ed with that amiable quality, and faicd al- 
ways to be in a minority; foon after his retufn 

^ he 
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he joined the members who oppofed the prevailing jyf- 

tem, and as that party i'ncreafed, his profpe^ls feemed' 

tci brighten. He was accordingly elc:(5led prefident 

hf cHe legiflative body, and, what is flngular enough, 

on the iQth'of June I797> he aftually Tucceeded Pi- 

chegru, whom he how accompanies in exile^ 

Jh lefs than three months, however, he was doomed^ . 
to experience a fecond profcription ; for he was con-*^ 
damned to be tranfported, along with Andre, Aiibri, • 
BoHiy d' Anglas, Camille Jourdan, Saladki, Simeon;^. 
&c. on the 4th of September. 

On this, as on the Thermidorean revolution, the- 
legiflative body difpenfed with all the forms of law^- 
tfnd fiifpended all the principles of juftice; for the- 
depiities were- bani(bed without the intermediate 
agency of a tribunal, or a recurrence to the boafted^ 
trial by jury. It ought alfo to be obfcrved, that on 
the latter occafion the necejjity was not fo clearly 
eftabliflied as on" the former; for it can n^ver be" 
pretended that Carnot, Barthelemy, Pichegru, &c. • 
were equally formidable with Robefpierre and his 
colleagues, who, in additior^ to the municipality of 
Paris, armed by them in an inftant, wielded all the- 
treafures and all the r.efources of the empire 1 ' 



M. D'E LA RIV'E.- 



This is one of the many meteors of the National ■ 
Aflembly that blazed but for a day, and then fud- 
denly funk into night. 
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His appearance, however, was ominous for the 
clergy, as he combated their fecular pretenfions with 
unceafing ardour, ^nd taught them to feel, in the true 
fplrit of the gofpel, that their kingdom was not of 
this world, 

^ Religion," exclaimed he, " undoubtedly ought 
to exercife her rights ; but this exercife is only over 
the hearts of men. She neither poffefTes legiflative> 
nor judicial polver : foa the leader of the Apoftles 
has not given the priefthood the world to govern, 
but to confole and iitftru£l*." 



COCHON. k 

One of our own poets f thanked God, that his 
name would not admit of a pun ! The fenfibility 
of fuch a man muft have been greatly afFcfted indeed, 
had he been known by the fame appellation as this 
Frenchman; for fimiles would then have run on all 
foi^ff, and the very children grunted out the c<vi- 
temptuous allufion ! 

The father of Cochon was'SEiJESCHAt, or feu- 
dal judge of the fief of Champdeniers in Poitou, and 
it appears that he was a very worthy man ; but he 



^* 



* La religion a des droits fans doute a exercer, mais elle ne doit 
Us exercer qvt fur Ics coeurs j elle n'a par eLc meme ni puiffance 
]6p(\&tivey ni puiffance judiciare ; le fondatcur des Apotres ne leur 
a point donne le monde a gouveruer^ mais feulement a confoler et 
i iniiruire, Sec. 

"f Shenilone. 

liv«d 
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lived" at a period when the prejudices of his country* 
men made them bcftow that eftecm on birth, which 
appertains only to virtue and talents, and he would 
have accordingly been obliged to give the pas to the 
moft profligate marquis^ within the dominions of the 
monarchy. 

To the children of men, in this fituation, there 
were but two- genteel profeffions open, during th« 
ancient government. The fiift was the church; 
the fecond, the law: for the army and navy were in- 
terdifted to plebeians, and commerce and even me- 
dicine, if not actually dlfhonourable, were at leaft 
accounted mean. 

Young Cochon was bred an advocate: his namej 
perhaps, would have been more fuitable to the ftation 
of a fat and lazy friar, unable to waddle beyond the 
conventual ftye, and wallowing in the filth of his 
own beaftly excefs: but as the French, of all na- 
tions in the world, have ever been the moft exqui- 
fitely aiFe6ted by a jell, this of itfelf would have af- 
forded a reafon paramount to every other confider- 
ation whatever, and deterred from any thing like a 
call to the ecclefiaftical ftate. 

The revolution opened a new field to enterprifing 
lawyers of all defcriptions, and our young ad- 
vocate either was, or affedted to be, fmitten with 
the charms of equality. This alone, was a fuffi- 
cient recommendation to publick efteem, and as he 
was neither deficient in zeal nor abilities, he was 
nominated a deputy to the national convention, from 

ttie 
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the department of the Deux-Sevres. Inthis fltuai- 
tion he aflifted at the trial of the king, and actually* 
Toeed for his death ; a circumftance that now appears' 
rather extraordinary,- for he has of late been cbnfi-- 
dered as a royalift in his hearty and it muft be owned' 
that his condu(5l has been at times equivocal. 

Being a man of a keen and penetrating genius, 
he was appointed minifter of police under the direc-^' 
torutl government^ and during the confpiracy, heaaed* 
by Drouet and Baboeuf^ he exhibited many remark-- 
able inftances of his knowledge, vigilance, and pe-- 
netration. By means of his fpies, who wormed* 
themfelves into the confidence of the oppofite party,- 
he had become poflcfled of the clue of the plot, and 
was adu^illy acquainted with tjie very hour when* 
the infurreftion was to burft forth. 

It was his" opinion, indeed^ that the infurgents 
ought, not to have been crufhed in the bud, but, on ' 
the contrary, permitted to recur to arms, ^ as in this' 
cafe the r^^/ci>/^ would have difcovered them- 
felves, men of greater confequence than the oftcnfible 
leaders would have been involved, and the agency • 
of foreign nations become notorious to all Europe, 
—The Directory, however, thought othei wife, for 
they were too much alarmed at the energy of the jaco-- 
bins, to permit a conteft. The confequence accord- 
ingly was as the minifter had predidled : a few obfcure 
men were puniflbed, and the real authors of the plot 
are to this day unknown. 

On another occafion, however, the xondu^ of the- 
chief of the police expefienccd lefs fuccefs, and met 
I with. 
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with a fmaller degree of approbation. The eftates of 
the emigrarts had been confifcated and fold, and al- 
though ihe minds of individuals might be actuated 
with pity at their diftrefles, yet, as the puWiclc faith 
was pledged to the purchafers, and the return of the 
original puflefTors in a body would have been accom- 
panied with the moft fmiftrous effeds, and in all 
human probability produced a counter-revolution; 
every ftep towards this was of courfe watched, with 
a jealous eye. The projeS, however, was attempted 
on a fmall fcale, and that too by one who had fat oh 
judgment on Louis X VL and in the opinion of thoie 
very emigrants, whom he now wiflied eflentially to 
fcrve, had " defiled himfelf with the blood of his fo»- 
vereign,*' and could not " be pardoned ! " 

The conduct of fome men defies fpeculation, and 
we are only competent, on fuch occafions, not to 
decide on motives, but fimply to record fa(Ss. It 
appears then that Cochon, having cpllefted and con- 
fulted all the decrees refpefting the fugitives, pub- 
li(hed an arret e on this fubjeft, and fo far was this 
affair carried, that iht bureau des loix was affembled, 
in order to deliver its opinion. 

This afFair of courfe made a great noife. The 
more decided republicans afi^eded to confider it as 
preparatory to the recall of all the emigrants^ and 
the reftoration of their prope; ty. The moderates^ 
on the other hand, appeared to praife it as an a£l of 
juftice, and boafted that thenceforward refpedlable 
families would no longer be harrafled under pretence 
of emig-ration. The dire<SlQrv, however, at laft 

yielded 



yielded to the publick clamour, and the mlnifter wai 
dlfm-ifled from his employments,, to the great regret? 
of all the royalifts. 

He himfelf, indeed, was aSually dcftined to fufFer 
expatriation foon after, under pretence of royalifm^ for 
the name ofCochon was included in the roll of pro*^ 
fcription of the 4th of September 1797, *" confequence 
of which, he was fcnt to the fcorching regions of South 
America ! 

The ex-minifter was admirably calculated for the 
department, which he at one time filled with great 
applaufe, and had he not imermeddled with the grand 
arcana of government, might have proved highly 
ufeful,to his country, by purging Paris of the ruffiinar 
which infeft, and the pertuibators of the publick re- 
pofc who are continually employed in agitating it, 

Cochon has fomething of the look of an algnazft 
aibout him, for his large black eyes feem to be per- 
petually on the watch, to difcover a plot, or furprife 
a thief. He is alfo a man of great audacity, and the 
moft exemplary courage. In fhort, he is admirably 
calculated for a ftormy and tempeftuous period, . and 
would either be a formidable opponent of, or a pow- 
erful aid to any government*. 

BA- 



• While minlfter of police, Cochon was accuftomcd to laugh 
at his own name, and actually refufed to fign an order for prevent* 
ing the ftrects of Paris from being infcfted with fwine, ** becaufe,** 
faid he, " the Hogs will not rcfpcdt the commands of a Hog! **— 
** Un dcs traltf du carafterc gai de Cuhon, c'cft que pour occupcr 
cette fociete du ben ton, qu'on deiigne fous le rom de Legion, \\ 
Itur donnc fon proprc nom a ridiculifer, comme on jette un os a un 
r ft garantir foi -mcinc de (cs movCvitc*, t\ iXxvxVv wfetcv^ 
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BAZI&JU 

Claude Basire, born at Dijon, in 1764, was kee{>er 
of the archives of the ci-devant province of Bur* 
gundy, and became a deputy to the legiilatiye aflbn* 
bly, in 1791* He was alfe a member of the com- 
mittee of general fafety. I 

Thi^ reprefcntative Joined himfelf to the fiidion 
of the mountainy and became one of its warmeft fup- ^ 
porters* 

He voted for the death of the ku\gj and the prof* 
cription pf the 'Brijfotins ; and he was equally vio-' 
Irnt againft both. In truths his whole political life 
was a feries of denunciations, and he was by tumS) 
the accufer of all parties, and all men. 

At length, he leagued himfelf witK Danton, ahd 
being implicated in a confpiraGy, ^^ to deftroy 
the national convention, maflacre the patriots, and 
re-eftablifli royalty in France," he was execut- 
ed on the 5th of April 1794, in the thirtieth year of 
his age. 

It was obferved by the royalifts on this occaHon, 

** that Robefpierre, having nobody more to accufe, 

. and therefore finding Razire ufelcfs, he had fent him 

alfo to the guillotine." 

»i— ^^— —»< ■ 111 I ■ ■ ■ » 

des plaifanterics falcs et plates, dont Ton nom feul eft le fujct : on 
liii demandolt un ordre contre le jeu de bnllon dans les rues, qu*il 
aocorda, et en mcme terns unedefenfe de laiffer ks cochons courir 
Ubrement \ il refufa, en difant, parceque la cocbons ne rcfpeSicraient [oi 
t^dre de Cocbon.^* 

Fragments fur Paris, par F. J. L. Meyer, L. D. 
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HASSENFRATZ. 



The man diftinguiflied by this barbarous name, 
like the late John Hunter, is faid to have been a 
joiner; like him, too, he has confiderable pretendons 
to genius and originality. 

During the revolutionary government, he occupied 
a place in the war-eiffice ; denounced Dumouriez, and 
all the generals, &c. 

Having efcaped from punifhment, in confequence 
of the amncfty proclaimed with the expiring breath 
of the convention, he diverted his talents to gentler 
objeSs, and became one of the projeftors of (I'ecoU 
folytechnlqite\ the polytechnick fchool, an cftablifh- 
ment for the encouragement of mathematicks and 
phyficks •• 

When the confpiracy under Drouet was hatching, 
he experienced a temporary exile in the department 
of Mont^Blanc'i but no fconer was the projeS dif-- 
comfitted, than he was recalled by the diredory. 

The perfon of Haflenfratz ferves as a foil to his 
talents. However, rotwithftaijding his inaufpicious 
'countenance, his dirty habiliments, and his perpetual 
ftammering, his abilities are acknowledged even by 
his colleagues, who deteft him. He is protected by 
an adminiftration fufpicious of his attachment, and 
liftened to by a croud of pupils, who, while they fmile 
at his difficulty of utterance, yet greedily imbibe his 
inftruClions. 



* It a0embics in the cUdevant palace of Bourbon. 
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Thistmodern Gaul, like many of his countrymen, 
afF^Eled an ancient name, and accordingly .rebaptized 
himfelf, by that of Sempronius Gracchus. He was 
about twenty-two years old at the revolution, and 
precipitated himfelf into it with all the vigorous en« 
thufiafm of a young man of ftrong paffions. His 
zeal occaiioned him to be noticed by the decemvirs^ 
and he feems to have lived in great intimacy with 
Barrere, St. Juft, Couthon, Biliaud, CoUot, and 
Robefpierre. He was accordingly appointed a y«ry- 
man (if the word be not here prophaned), of one of 
thofe tribunals of blood, which threw fuch a juft 
odium on their proceedings, by the . fangulnary and 
inhuman fentences they pronounced. At the period 
of the revolution, fubfequent to the Robefpierrian 
tyranny, we find him imprifoned in the jail la Force^ 
foon after which, he publiflied a pamphlet that made 
(bme noife, entitled, Caufes fecrettes de la Revolu* 
it on du g au lO Thermidor. 

In this traA, he afferted, ift. That Maximilian and 
his counfellors, had agreed that the aSual regeneration , 
of France could not be achieved without a new 
diftribution of territory and inhabitants ; 

zdly. That a nearly equal decifion of property 
(hould take place, in the manner of Lycurgus at 
Sparta ; 

Jdly. That in order to efFeft this, every fpecies of 
property fhould be firft brought within the grafp cf 
government ; 

I 4l\v\7% 
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4thly. That as this could not be obtained without 
immolating the great proprietors, and impreffing a 
" falutary terrour^^ on the minds of all, thefe mea- 
fqres fhould be recurred to ; 

And, 5thly. That a certain number of the fanS'- 
euhttes (hbuld be facrified, in order to make room 
for the remainder. 

He faved his life by accuftng his quondam coad- 
jutors, and was foon after liberated from prifoii. 

CARRA. 

Jean Louis Carra, was born at PonUde^VeJles^ in 
1743, and was educated for the law. Being of a 
lively and impetuous genius, and having a tafte for 
books, he foon {hook off the trammels of his origiji^ 
profeilion, and became known as a man of letters. 
The revolution brought his talents into a£)tion, and 
lifted him from obfcurity ; he was calculated both, 
by nature and habit, for its moft ftormy periods. 
Undej- the old government, he would have remained 
unknown, unlefs perhaps, he had attained an unlucky 
celebrity by being admitted to the honours of the 
Bajiille. 

No fooner had the ftruggle commenced between ^ 
popular rights, and kingly prerogatives, than Carra 
entered the lifts, and brandiflied his pen as the literary 
champion of the nation. It was eafy to forefee the 
cfFeft of a free prefs, on a people emerging from 
thraldom, and Indeed, the infant fteps of French 
liberty, were foon entirely regulated by paper'^lead-' 
ing-Jifings. .Briffot led the way with th^ Patriote^ 
.4 and 
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and Carra followed with a paper of the fame 
fizc *, entitled, Les Jnnales PoUtiques^ faT X/V/- 
rairesj in which the celebrated Mercicr was one 6{ 
his coadjutors, and had his name ?Ko prefixed to 
their joint labours. The circulation of this journal 
was aftonifhing. It was eagerly read in Paris, fub- 
fcribed for in the provinces, and tranfmitted to Flari- 
ders, Germany, Italy, Holland, America, and Eng- 
land. Its eflSefls were highly fevourable to the caufe 
it was meant to fupport, and as from 14 ta 1 6,000 
were publifhed daily, it foon acquired confiderable 
importance. The more violent of the patriots be- 
came attached to it, on account of the vigorous mear- 
fures which it recommended ; the continual plots 
which it denounced ; the numerous confpiracies 
which it detailed, and the various court intrigues 
it pretended to develope. Carra alfo contrived to 
infufe a certain prophetic fpirit into it, admirably 
fuitcd for the more remote departments ; and it v/as 
generally perufed, or rather devoured^ by the armies, 
by whom it was held in great efteem. Many officers of 
diftinftion, addrefled letters to the editor, and he had 
a great number of correfpondents in the ranks, who 
by means of this channel, detected the manoeuvres, 
and impeached the ariftocracy of their fuperiors, 

Roland with a fmgle glance, perceived the utility 
of fuch a newfpaper ms the jinnales^ and determined 
to reward the labours of its principal conductor. M. 
d'Urmeffcm, a man averfe to the new order of things, 

• A^ fmall 4to journal. 
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having been.difmifled frcm the fupcrintcndcnce of the 
national library, the minifter of the home depart- 
ment refolved to appoint two acknowledged pa^iots fo 
that office, and he accordingly nominated Champfort 
and Carra as joint*keepers of this great eflablifli- 
ment, with a falary of i66/. lO;. 4^. flerling per 
annum to each. 

The zeal of Carra was focn after remunerated in a 
fiill more confplcuous manner, for he was nominated 
a deputy of the department of the Saone and Loire, 
and took his 'feat accordingly in the Convention* 
As he ftili retained confiderable influence among the 
foldiery, he was employed on one or two critical 
emergencies, as commiilioner to the army, and con- 
du6led himfelf on thofe occafions with equal adroit- 
nefs and fuccefs. The impetuolity of his charadler, 
which would have been hurtful in the more cool de- 
liberations of the cabinet, was admirably fuited to the 
nature of a camp, and congenial to the life ^nd man- 
ners of a foldier. 

At length the difturbances in La Fendeehcgzn to 
aiTume a ferious afpeA, and it was neccfTary to fend 
a confidential perfon thither, in a public capacity, 
armed with great powers, and invefted with all the 
attributes of fupreme command. The proconfular 
authorities^ neceffary perhaps at firft, were in the 
end produftive of the moft monftrous tyranny. The 
civil w^occafioned the creation of them, an^ Carra 
was the firft to whom they were entrufted. The 
infurgent departments from that moment were de- 
livered over t« the arbitrary caprices, and not un- 

frequently 
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frequently the brutal excefles of little tjrrants. Thcfe 
fanguinary viceroys were often more odious in their 
adions, than the agents of the former defpotifm ; or 
in other words, they themfelves were petty kings, 
clothed not indeed in ermine, or adorned with 
crowns ; royalty in them, however, only aiTumed 
different attributes, and was but flightly difguiied 
under a tri-coloured robe, and a red bonnet; This 
appeared fo evident, that Rarbet in his celebrated 
tra6k Surle GauvernementRevolutiefnnaire<^compzrcs 
that difguftlng period, to thofe anarchical times, 
when France became a prey to many tyrants, and 
had her kings of Aquitaine, Soiffons ♦, &c. 

It is but fair to remark, that the conduct of 
Carra, during his new miffion, did not jufUfy the 
hopes, that had been entertained of him. He is ac- 
cufed of having afted in fui^h a manner as to pro- 
long, rather than to finifti the war ; and it is noto- 
rious that he protefted one of the generals f of the 
republick, who had bafely capitulated, to the infur- 
gents, and was even fuppofed to have betrayed his 
troops into their hands. On this he was denounced 
by the adminift ration of Indre and Loire then fitting 
at Tours, and alfo by the popuhr fociety of that city. 
He was accordingly recalled, and foon loft all his 
popularity. He was even fufpeSed to be in the 
pay of England. This vague accufation originated 

-le retoyr de ces temps anarchlques, ou la Fr^ce etolt 



la proie de plufieurs tyrans, ou elle avoit fes rols d'AquItaine^ de 
^oifTons, &c. 
-f Queti&cau« 
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in a tidiculous plan formed by him, of expelling the 
' Bourbons, and calling the Duke of York to the 
throne, in order to procure the countenance and pro- 
te£tion of the Englifli nation. When foiled in this,, 
by the public indignation, he wilhed'to carve out a 
petty monarchy for his rpyal highnefs^ from .Liege, 
Brabant, &c. &c. we have actually feen the territory 
fairly apportibned on a well coloured map. To tliift 
latter fcheme, however whimAcal it may appear, the 
writer of this, has good reafon to ilippofe, that the 
Englifh mtiuilry at one time lent its countenance, 
^d a£lually had its agents on the fpot ! 

When the revolution of the 31ft of May occurred, 
Carra, who had always fided with the Gironde^ went 
Into the departments, where he had formerly been 
on mtflion, aipj was indifcreet enough to propofe the 
creation of a dipartemental force ; but inftead of this, 
the adminiftrators whom he had offended, voted an 
unanimous addrefs to the Convention, and thanked 
them for their energe ick proceedings. 

The mountain having at length triumphed, ,Carra 
was implicated in the pretended confpiracy of the 
21 Girondifl deputies, and executed on the 3ifl of 
Qdober 1703, in the 50th year of his age. 

The zeal and intre|Mdity of this lingular n^, out- 
ran his difcretion, and he was finking lafl into con- 
tempt, when a violent and unjuft death, reflored a 
portion of his forn;ier popularity, and threw a luflre 
around a life, that otherwife would have been un- 
noticed. 

J. B. CAR- 
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Tht ^Decemviral government of France was rc« 
plete with unfpeakable borrours ; but it is ftill difii*. 
cult to believe, notwithftanding what, has been fre-. 
quently aflerted, that Robefpierre and his afibciates. 
had entered deliberately and fyfteniatically into a 
plan for depopulating their native country. It will 
however be confefTed on all hands, that the excefles 
of the revolutionary period have checked the progrefs 
of general freed(;m, and thrown an odium on the 
zealots of democracy. This was forefeen in France,, 
and moft, if not all the finifter events that have oc- 
curred, were prpgnofticated during this atrocious ty« : 
ranny, in feveral fpirited and popular * pamphlets, 
publifbed amidft the poniards of aflaffins, and circu- 
lated under the very platform of the guillotine* 

Carrier, whofe narrative is intimately conncdled 
with the period to which we have juft alluded, was 
born at Yolot in the department of Cantal, and afted 
for fome time as zprocureur^ or attorney, in the pre- 
fidial court of Aurillac. He is faid, by his biographer 
Babceuf, who e;xperienced a fimilar fate (for the hero 
and hiftorian were both ex^^cuted) ! to have fpent a 
life of atrocities, and at laft to have provoked the 

maledi£lions and condemnation of all Francef . 

" ■ ■ * ■ I — 

* VEnmelU de Rsifin, t ombre de Camille De/moulitts, ExpHfuom-nous^ 
&c. 

t *' II fiint done ecrire! cette vicatrocc, devorante, populU ' 
cid c dont le h^ros monflrueux a provoque fur fa tetc Ics malc- 
diftlons, la condemnation de la France entiere ! !! " 

La vie et hi crimes de Carrier. 
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Although we are not acquainted with the parti- 
culars of the firft part of his life, it appears evident, 
however, that he declared early againft the court, and 
it fcems likely that he was one of the many French- 
men who converted the revolution into a kind of 
commercial /peculation. Of fuch it may truly be (aid 
with the divine Milton, himfelf a republican : 

*' Licence they mean, when they cry Liberty; 

** For who means that, muft firft be wife and good.** 

The fiery ardour of Carrier, and his enthufiafm in 
Civour of the new order of things^ if not the efteem, 
procured him at leaft the fupport of his fellow citi- 
zens, and we accordingly find him, in I793» one of 
tbe deputies for his native department. 

It was in that dunghill of corruption, the revolu" 
tionary government^ in which fo many crimes were 
engendered, that Carrier took root, and, like the in- 
dividuals of the fungus tribe, fprung up in a fingle 
night into notice. The war of La Vendee gave 
ample P:ope to his talents, and he is intimately con- 
nected with its moft dreadfiil epochs, and moft un- 
fortunate events. While the metropolis, the great 
cities, the principal townff^ and many of the villages 
of France, had made a rapid progrefs in knowledge, 
part of that immenfe kingdom was ftill involved in 
Gothic darknefs, Bretagne, and Poitou in particular, 
both in point of agricultural acquirements and focial 
ci'.'fMzation, were befatnd^kand with the fouthern and 
more central provinces. Thofe countries, abounding 
with forefts and morafTes^ and being deficient in roads 

' and 
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and canals, were impenetrable to any but the natives. 
Thefc, in their turn, ignorant of mankind) and en- 
tirely deftitute of inftrudtion, retained all the marks 
of feudal fubjcflion.. The flaves of their nobles and 
their priefts, the crofs of the one clafs, and the co* 
ronet of the other, awed them into the moft abjeft 
fubmiiBon. The revolution itfelf, great and impor- 
tant as that event was, made little or no impreifion 
on their minds. Its benefits, its effe£b, and its hif- 
tory, were alike unknown to them, and it would 
have been wonderful indeed, if fuch racri could have 
refifted the arts and the influence employed to feduce 
them. In a ftate of fociety, fomewhat funilar to the 
Northern clans, in 17 15, and 1745) like them they, 
rufhed to arms at the inviution of their chieftains; 
like them, too, they fought, and like them they were 
overcome. While the limited monarchy continued, 
their difafFedion was rather cherifhed than reprefTed, 
by the agents of royalty, and Louis XVI. has been 
accufed of ading the fante part with the Vendeans, 
as our Charles I. did with the Irifh. The execution 
of the king was a fignal for the field; the BrifTotine 
government, exhibiting their ufual charafter, talked 
of moderation, and contented themfelves with pallia- 
tives. But their fuccefTors, in their ufual ftile of 
ferocious energy, threatened to fmite the infurgent 
departments with a mace of iron. And with them, 
to threaten and to execute, was.liie C»me ! 

True it is, that the Vendeans conduced themfelves 
with a favage fiiry. They picketted, tortured, and 
tormented the patriots with all the refinements of 



\ 
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a diabolical vengeance. Flagellation was at times ^ 
liad rccoirrfe to, in order to procure the difcovcry of 
arms and ammunition. Some they mutilated; others ! 
they burned; and many they flayed alive. Theft 
were hideous crimes, but they met with a dread- 
ful, and a far too indifcriminate retaliation. 'TTic 
droops were permitted to live at free quarters. Not 
only houfes, but villages and towns were laid wafte. 
All communication was interdifted. Men were de- 
liberately executed without a trial. Martial law 
everywhere prevailed; no quarter was given; the 
inhabitants were forced to put out their lights, and - 
repair to bed, at a certain hour; robbery, butchery, 
ravifhment, were every where perpetrated, and, as 
ufual, in their train followed famine and dtfeafe4 
Sudi horrours, it tvas to be hoped, were referved 
folely for the times of the Goths and Vandals ; or if 
perpetrated at the clofe of the eighteenth century, 
would be heard c^ with indignation, and ferve as a 
ialutary admonition to fuch as wifhed to ovcrftep the 
bounds of humanity. Alas ! they are reported to 
have been but too clofely imitated, and that too in 
the dominions of a nation that once profeffed to 
fliudder at the bare recital* 

But let us return tc| Carrier. Tbie Committee of 
Publick Safety having determined to ad6pt what they 
termed energetick meafurest in refped to La Vendee^ 
felefted generals oLJerocious manners, in order to 
carry their fchemes into execution. A commiffioner 
of a fimilar charaSer, <o conduit the civil admini^ 
ftratioO) was ftill wanting. They looked around, 

and 
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and foon found the proper perfon in the deputy ^or 
Cantal. Hq accordingly fet out armed with unli- 
mited authority, and from the very commencement 
of his miffion difplayed an unufual degree of barba- 
rity. One of his firft publick a6h was to enlift the 
battalion of Marat, a body of plunderers, who fright- 
ened the inhabitants by means of domiciliary vifits, 
and not unfrequently laid diem under contribution. 
They began with plunder, and ended with blood, for 
they condudied all the vidims to execution, and fome- 
times aded as executioners themfelves. 

The next ftep was to exterminate all thofe taken 
with arms in their hands, or who wore cockades of 
a certain colour, under the name of rebels and bri^ 
gands. He accordingly: commanded twenty^fbur to 
be put to death in one day; but Philippe, one of his 
myrmidons, infifted on a written order, which, being 
iiTued, they were immediately killed : two of thefe 
were only thirteen, and other two but fourteen years 
of age 1 

To the fword, fo wantonly wielded by the gene- 
rals, the new commiflioner added the ftill more 
deadly inftrument of famine. Not content, how- 
ever, with carrying away and deftroying the corn, 
forage, &c. he ordered Haxo the commander in chief 
to. have recourfe to fire*, and burn all the habitations 
of tbe wretched inhabitants ! 



«■ ■ »!■ 



• ** n entre dans mcs projets d'enlcver toutcs les fubfiftcnccs, 1^8 ' 
di^irees, Ics fourrages] tout en un mot de ce Tttaudit fays, de livrer aux 
JUntmti tcui les batmsnsy ce je vais incejfamment ftn /hire f offer t^wrdru 

Sue\\ 
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Such an inhuman and impolitick zeal naturaHy 
difgufted the true patriots. On the 25th Frimairiy 
2d ybar, the popular Ibciety of P^ncent la Montague 
impeached Carrier's condudt : this was fufficient to 
make them be confidered by him^ as calumniators, and 
the aiTociation was inftantly diflTolved. On that very 
day commenced the noyddis*^ or drownings. No 
lefe than one hundred and twenty individuals were 
inclpfed in a covered barge, and funk 19 the ftream 
that rolls by Nantes. This became the fubj^ of a 
joke — " What, a revolutionary river is this fame 

Loire fi'' 

On the 27 th and 28th he caufed two boys of thir« 
t^en to be executed, along wilh four fifters of the 
name of Metairie, none of wl^m had been put upon 
their trial. On the 29th,' in confequence of the pro^^ 
clamation of an amnefty, eighty rebel horfemen re- 
paired to Nantes, and declared, in the name of the 
infurgent army, that they would delitrer up their 
chiefs, provided three only were permitted to return 
back, the reft remaining in the mean time as hoftages. 
Inftead of complying with their demand, Carrier or- 



* Thefe, with a cruel and infulting mockery, were termed *< Rr- . . 
volutionary baptifms.** Fouquet and Lamberty were the agents ih 
this infernal fcheme, and while Carrier felefted the victims, it was 
they who procured the boats, with conceiUed pipes» to let in the * 
water. There are (aid to have been no lefs than twenty of thefe 
horrid executions, four of which were peculiarly deftrudive j for in 
one of them^ eight hundred individuals^ of all ages and fexeSj wcm 
mucdered. . . . • 

•f « Quel torrent r6yobitionnaire4ue la Loire!** 

dered 



tAititiift. 97 

-dered them dl to be confificd, and diey were put to 
^deathdie very next day. 

ThtJkfiUaiUs foon fuoceeded tbe noyades. The 
guiUotsne wa& not fiifioientlyexpeditious, in his opi- 
nion ; by this inftniment no more than a fingle head 
fell at one <^peratioiH the mulketry -of feveral bat- 
talions could ^ione efual die bloody ceBmty of the 
Comtniffioner '^^ 

The priefts, fr^m the very beginning af the Re- 
volution, had indeed be«i hoftile to l^erty, and they 
were notjpared by Carrier. He accordingly fent for 
the RevohitioniMry Tribunal into his prefence, and 
'Ordered that fuch of the clergy as had not been 
^dravmed £hould now perifh (en m€iffi) in a body.-— 
This injan^on feems to have been but too faithfully 
t:omplicd with, although it was in exprefs oppofition 
to the decree of the legiflature, condemning the re- 
firaftory clergy to exile only. 

No city in France had been more early or more 
fondly attached to liberty than Nantes, It had alfo 
become the afylum of all the perfecuted patriots of 
La Vendie-i ^d its inhabitants had repeatedly (hed 
their blood, in refifting the progrefs of the infurgents. 
The CommifRoner, however, foon difcovered that all 

• Here follows an extradl from Carrier's letter, immediately after 
the defeat of the infurgents. ** La defaite des brigands eft fi^ com- 
plette, que nos poftes les tuent, prennent et amenent a Nantes par 
ccntaincs ; la guillotine ne peut fuffire : fat pas U parti de les faire 
fufiller. lis fe rcndent ici et a Angers par centaines : j*aflure a ceux- 
ci le mdme fort qu*aux autres. J'invite mon collegue Francaftel, a 
ne pat s'ecarter de cette falutaire et expeditiv« methode. Ceft par 
principes it kumank/ jae je purge la tcrre de la libertc de ees r.cwj?ra/* 
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the rich people^ defignated by ^im under tbe name^ 
the Opulent Aristocracy, had entered into r 
plot, and thofe fufpe&ed of participating in it vrere 
accordingly arrefted, and transferred to.PEporonniere, 
in order to be conduced to the Jthbaye at Paris. 

This devoted town was at the;fiuiie time expo&d 
to all the horrours of a famine. , The citii&ens deter- 
mined to (blicit affiftance from the capital, but it was 
firtt neceffiiry that a deputation fhould wait on Car- 
rier, in order to cfave his intervention. 

" Demand bread for Nantes !" exclaitned he; " I 
will follcit rather to employ fire and fword againft 
fuch an abominable city. You are all rogues— 
counter-revolutionifts — ^brigands— I intend to iffue a 
commiflion for trying the whole of you ! I m]rfelf 
will prefide on the occaiion, and enjoin the few pa- 
triots to be found there, to evacuate the place. — But^ 
lyhat do I fay ? — ^the few patriots ? Tjiere was but 
one among you, and you guillotined him. Ruffians ! 
heads fhall roll about the ilreets of Nantes •••;•• I 
will regenerate Nantes ♦ ! " 

The crimes of this monfter already recited are> 
fron¥ their very nature of publicic notoriety j indeed, 
on his trial, they were all fubftantiated by means of 
witnefTes of unimpeached integrity, and have fince 
, , , 

* At this very moment the inhabhants of Nantes were all in tears» 
being reduced to half a pound of bad bread per day> and in the 
hourly expectation that their city would be declared in a JUtte tf r/- 
hellm. A little before this, after denouncing ^ the mercliantSu 
fhopkeepers, and €0Mffirtit9n,^'' he declared) that if the laft were not 
delivered up to blin> he would dtc'tmaH the inbabitascs. 

Dccoinc 



become niattenkof publkk recoid. Tbere are ofbtn^ 
of a taicke equJSrocal natnrcy unfimftioned by equal 
authority, but yet generally bdiev'ed, Luft aiu} mw^ 
fke ard^find >to have held a dhrided eiiipire» with cni- 
eky^ni tfae*boibin of this nionfter. He is reproached 
•mth hawig cnridied him^f with the pluiuter of 
the cpidenty and wkh having violated feveral ladies 
whom he afterwards caufed to be btttcheifed» 

At length,, hajyily' for mankind, i^Tbemid^nan 
Revolution took phK», and widi iiobefpierre fell all 
his tribunals of blood, and many of the ferocious men 
who fiipported him« Of one hundred and thirty* 
tmoNumtais^ who had. been tranfinitted by Carrier 
to Paris, ninety-four yet furviyed. ^ Thefe. had beea 
accufed of the 'MJj^ counter-revolutionary crimes of 
" ftock-jobbing,'* ^ foreftalling the markets, with a 
view of ftarving the fans-culottes^' &c. &c. and. they 
now demanded to be tried before the new Criminal 
Court, fiy this tribunal, which had fubftituted cle- 
mency in the place of barbarity, they were inftantly 
acquitted. Iii the courfe o£ the procefs, the prifon- 
ers had declaimed with great violence againft Carrier, 
and the Revolutionary Committee, whom they con- 
fidered as the authors of all their fufFerings. Philip- 
Tronjoly, one of the furvivors, and who himfelf had 
formerly a£ted as Prefident of the Criminal Tribunal ' 
of Nantes, •{)ublifhed thofe denunciations, confifting of 
an enormous detail of atrocities. The publick at- 
tention, on this, was inftantly aroufed, and the 
Convention at length took the alarm ; for, in con- 
fe^uence of a report from the Committee of Twenty- 

K 2 ot«^ 
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one, they decreed, on the 22d FemUmairiy that tiic 
Commiffioner Ihould be tried before the Crinuhri 
Tribunal. Accordingly, on S^ptidi 7 Fthmirt 
(November ayth^ ^793^) be was arraigned ia the 
SalU de la Libert iy-^tti Grourm,.onebf hit accom^ 
plices, and alfo a member of tiie Revolutioiiairy Tri- 
bunal became the bittereft of his accufers* Cairicr, 
however, appeared undaunted, and pleaded- two dc^ 
. crees in his jufiifkation, the one for burning the 
houfes, the other for the extermination of all the iii^ 
habitants of La Vendee*. As to the ntyadiSyfufiU 
lades J &c.^ he threw the whole blame of thofe tae^ 
fures on the Revolutionary Tribunal, and defied any 
9ne to produce a fingle order, under his hand, autho:- 
lifing thofe ads f • The defence dP- Carrier wa^ in 

^neral 

-— — — ^ ' ■' 

* The decrees in queAion were thofe of the 19th and 27th of 
March 1793) under the flielter of which fo many horrours were 
committed. Neither of thefe, however, authorifed guillotifiades, fu^. 
filladeiy noyades, or executions en mafi.. On the contrary, they 
enabled no puni/hment whatever, until a regular convidion befone 
competent tribunals had taken place. 

-f This is a defpicable evafion which he had no doubt learned in 
the courfe of his profefllional pradlice. His particular orders were 
indeed 'utrbal^ but they were accompanied by a general writtm aw-» 
thority, delivered to one of his. accomplices of the name of iaxb- 
berty, of which the following is an exadl copy : 

'* Carrier. 
«* Reprefentant du peuple pres Tarm^ de I^>ueA, invite et re - 
quiert le nombre des citoyens que Guillaume L.amberty voudra cboiiir, 
^,obeir a tous les ordres qu'il leur donnera pour mh^ exflfywnqite 
mm Im avons confee j requiert le^commandant des poA«s de Nantes, de 
' laiffer pafler, foit de nuit, foit de jour, le dit L^mberty et Ics citoyen& 
qu'il conduira avec lui 5 defend a qui que ce foit de porter la nibin- 

drc 
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general able, ^ in fome parts eloquent; it was chiefly 
founded on tW cruelties exercifed by the infurgents 
againfl the patriots, and if It did not juftify, was calcu- 
lated at lead to palliate fome of hts own enormities. 

*' Civil wars," faid he, " have always been noted 
for the repriials made by one party upon another ; 
and there never was a civil war, during which the 
revolters perpetrated fo many horrours, cruelties, 
murders, and mafTacres, as in that of La Fendie. 
Thefe feem to be now forgotten ; but that circum- 
ftance (hall not prevent me from prefenting you with 
.a iketch of them. 

The brigands were the firft to give the fignal 
for crimes of ^ kinds, and Machecoult was the 
theatre, in ii^Pp the mod: bloody fcenes were 
reaiifed. It was there that the rebels hacked and 
cut in pieces eight hundred patriots; thefe were 
interred, half dead, half alive, their bodies being 
covered but flightly, while. their legs and arms 
were expofed to the elements. They bound their 
wives with cords, and forced them to aflift at the 
maflacre of their hufbands; they then nailed them 
up, along with their children, to the doors of their 
houfes^ and pierced them with a thouiand wounds* 
The conftitutional pried was fpitted alive, and car- 
ried in this manner through the ftieets, after the bar- 
barians. had mutilated fuch of his members as poiTeffed 

drc cntrave aux operations que pourront n6ceflriter leurs expe- 
^cions.** 

This was iflued, in order to enable Lambcrty to accomplifli the 
wfyadn without intenrup^ioD* 
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the greateft degree of (fcnfibirity : alkngtli, he allb 
was nailed, ftill alive, to the tree of uberty, while a 
Vendean dreflfed in his ecclefiaftic^ robes, celebraftd 
mafTes in the midft of blood, and disfigured carcafles. 

" In the Marlhes of Nort, a battalion cOknpofed of 
600 young men belonging to Nantes, was lirft mu- 
tilated, and afterwards mslfTacred.'' 

At Cholet the brigands' rented the fnghtfiil 
fcenes of Machecoult ; they configned the patriots to 
the moft terrible torments ; before they deprived 
them of life, they nailed up the palpitating limbs of 
their wives and children to the gates, and afterwards 
pierced dicm with fwords— in fhort, they exercifcd 
thefe unheard of cruelties whcrever^faey found either 
patriots who oppofed^ or peaceabMWtabitants who 
would not carry arms for them. 

" When they took poffeffion of Saumur, every 
•ne who enjoyed the reputation of being friendly to 
liberty, periflied by the moft frightful tortures: the 
women with their children in their arms, threw 
themfelveS but' of the windows, but the ruffians fol- 
lowed and poniarded them in the ftreet. 

The puniflimcnts deftined by them for our brave 
defenders was no Icfs cruel ; the leaft barbarous was 
to (hoot or kill them by wounds inflifted by the 
bayonet; but the irioft common was to fufpend them 
by the feet to trees, then to place cartridges at the 
nofe and mouth, which they fet fire to, and they 
were thus allowed to perifh in unfpeakable toiments* 

" We could not move a finglcfltep in La Vendie^ 
without thofe frightful, hideous, terrible,- ipedaclcs, 

' every 
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every where afliftlng us. Our eye* were tortured 
on entering a village, with the fight 4>f the faviours 
of our country cut into fhreds, and nailed to the 
door& of the buildings ; the trees, die woods^ and die 
Itcdges, exhibited the disfigured corpfes of eur Braye 
brediren jn arms, fuipended to the branehes with 
their bodies half burnt ; a little fiirther ofF, we found 
their inanimate remains nailed to trees,^and gallowfes^ 
mutilated, pierced with wounds, the faces confiimed, 
or rather calcined ! 

^^'The brigands did not confine themfelves to thefc 
inhuman torttrres; they filled their yery ovens with 
our gallant defenders, and adualty kt fire to and 
confumed them in this atrocious manner. 

^ The canifitals at lengdi invented a new fpecies 
of purtifhment ; fuch of the foWiers of the republick as 
they took prifoners, had their nofes, hands, and feet, 
cut off, and were then precipitated into the moft 
frightfiil dungeons. 

" Let it not aflonifh you then, if at the afpeft of fo 
many atrocities, a few reprifals perhaps in their 
nature too violent^ (hould be made ; now that a 
calm has enfued, they afflift humanity : but you are 
not to confine your regards to this circumftance; for 
what was our political fituation at that epoch, whein 
they were perpetrated ? All our frontiers were in- 
vaded from the north to the fouth 5 trcafon had dif- 
organized our armies ;' the interiour of the coun- 
try was in flames ; Toulon was iold to the Englilh ; 
Marfeilles, Lyons, Bourdeaux, aifting in concert with 
the fouthern departments, prefcnted a menacing front 

to 
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to the republick } the departments of the north were 
next agitated, armed againfit the National Conven- 
tion i La Vendii was become jFormidable by its vic- 
tories ; the whole of the ci-devant Bretagne expe- 
rienced an ebullition truly frightful; its coafts, its 
ports, were menaced with a defcent of thirty thouiand 
Englifli and emigrants then ftationed before Guem- 
fey and Jeriey ; Morbihan was in open rebellion ; 
Nantes was furrounded by brigands, exifting merely 
from day to day, able with the utmoft difficulty to 
procure fubfiftence, defolated too by contagion, the 
brigands introducing themfelves within its walls ; 
keeping up a correfpondence with fcveral of its in- 
habitants, who fiirniflied them with fuccours, arms, 
and ammunition ; the prifoners rifitig; in the jails, 
and a great confpiracy earring on in this very city ! 

^ It was in fuch a ftate of things, amidft fo many 
enemies, dangers, and obftacles^ that the commune of 
Nantes found itfelf proteded by only a feeble garri- 
fon. Parents, brothers, relations, friends, killed, 
tortured, maflacred by the brigands ; fuch were the 
elements that awakened, and excited vengeance ! 

" Ought any one then to be aftonifhed at this 
moment, if fo many perils on one part, and fo many 
atrocities gn the other, (hould lead to exaggerated 
meafures ? And is it proper to judge coldly to day 
when the public, opinion is changed, concerning 
what ought to have been done laft year, in the midft 
of ftorms, dangers, and excefl'es, when at that period, 
every good citizen had before his eyes the bleeding 
image of his country,,and when the only rule of con- 
4 dua. 
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({uA, the fole meafure of kw was, as it ought to be,, 
fbe fafefy rf tke peopU f*' . 

The whole of this fpeech, is merely a juftificati6n>, 
under colour of reprifals ; it indeed fervcs in fome 
degree to diminiih our horrour of Carrier's criiiies^ 
but it does not acquit him, for the retaliation was. 
not incidental or temporary^ but fyftematicai and 
continuous. It was alfo clearly proved at the trialy 
anii he could not difcglf ate himfelf from the charge^ 
that he had figned two lifts, containing the names of 
infurgents, among whom were children from thirteen 
to fourteen years of age,'n^ho were executed without 
any procefs whatever. 

In confequence of this, the following judgment 
was pronounced on the 26th Frimaire. 

1. ** The tribunal, after having heard the verdiik of 
the jury, declaring it evident that in the department 
of Loire inferieure^ and particularly in the commune 
of Nantes, crimes and manoeuvres have been prac^ 
tifed, tending to afFeft the fafety and the liberty of 
the French nation, by the commiffion of arbitrary 
a£ts in violation of the liberty of citizens ; fuch as 
(Its noyades W* fufillades) drowning and fhooting 
men in bodies, although they were not brigands ; in 
making ufe of terrour againft all, and in condemning 
many irreproachable citizens. 

2. " That Carrier having rendered himfelf author 
of, or accomplice in thofe criminal manoeuvres, by 
giving orders on the 27th and 28th Frimairej to 
fhoot brigands^ among whom were children oi from 
thirteen to fourteen years of age 5 by tolerating or 

convmaiv^vrv^ 
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comman Jing (noyades) drowning i by giving unlimited 
power to Lamberty, Fouquet, and Lalbateux^whO) 
under cclour of thefe powers, have committed un« 
heard of cruelties: 

3. ** That havinfz; done all this, knowingly, wick* 
cdly, and with counter-revolutionary intentions :. 

^^ The tribunal after hearing the public accuier, as 
to the application of the puniihment,. relative to the 
laws invoked by him, condemns Carrier t» the pains 
of death) and declares his goods confifcated to the 
profit of the republick." 

The National Convention, however, would not at 
firft fanflion the fentence, for a formal decree, revoked 
the powers granted to this tribunal. The fate of 
this vile commiflioner, was however only fufpended, 
for he. was executed on the 2Sth Frimaire, third year, 
(De<;ember 15 th 1794.) 

Jean Baptifte Carrier was only thirty fix-years 
old, at the time of his death. Poffeffing flrong paf- 
fions, his zeal bewildered his judgment, and no man 
was of greater diflervice on this very account, to the 
caufe of liberty, which he pretended to efpoufe. 

If the print which we have feen of him, has the 
remoteft refemblance to the original, he muft' have 
been one of the moll hideous of the human race ! 

JLUSIGNAK. 

The qrimes committed \n La Vendee^ were not 
peculiar either to the patriots or the ariflocrats, the 
plebeians, or the nobles : alas ! they were perpetrat- 
ed indifcriminately by parties, and men of all def- 
er! ptions : 
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criptions: Here follows an anecdote but too wdi 
authenticated* 

Lufignan, a man of &mily, and fuppofed to be 
defcended from the French prince of the lame namci 
who for a ihort time, filled the throne of Jerufklem^ 
during the time of the Croifades^ attached himfelf to 
the' victorious fide, and rofe to be general of bri* 
gade, in the republican army. This officer, on his eil* 
trance into the infurgent provinces, determined to 
diftinguifh himfelf by his violence* Sufpiclon was 
continually awake in his bbfom. Every peafant 
with him was a foe, and every oiFence was to be 
expiated with blood* 

The young men in the neighbourhood of Nantes, 
and the inhabitants in general, exhibited a proof of 
tfieur good intentions, by offering to enrol them- 
felves, and march againft the enemy* This, how- 
ever, did not prevent the perpetration of the moft 
(hocking enormities, of which they were too fre- 
quently the viftims. 

This ferocious commander repaired one day toPal- 
lere, a little hamlet, near the forges of Cugan, accom- 
panied by about thirty horfe. Happening to meet the 
women of the village, he afked, where their hufbands 
were ? They, without any hefitation, replied, " at 
« home, weaving ftufFs." Lufignan orders them to 
appear. They accordingly come forth with their 
aprons on, and follow him to Cliflbn, where, with- 
out either trial or examination, he orders feventeen 
out of eighteen to be inftantly fliot ! 

PHILIP* 



PHILIPPE AUX. 

P. Philippeaux, bom at Ferriere, ia 17609 and 
bred originally for the bar, Mras a member of the 
Convendpn, and one of the few honeft deputies ifbe 
were fent into La Vimiii. M3d and gentle in his 
manners, although energetic in his proceedybg^ he 
abhorred the Ihedding of human blood, and esclaUn- 
ed bitterly againft the abufe of power^ on the part of 
the public funfUonaries. He feems, indeed, to 
have imagined, that moft of the horrours committed, 
were fecretly countenanced by a poweyfiil fkdiMfi, 
for it is thus he writes to the Committee of Publick 
Safety, on the i6th Frimaire, of the fecond year: 

^ The war of La Vendue ^ become^ daily moreknd 
more a labyrinth of myfterics and delufibn:; it is 
evident, however, that its duration is owitig to a 
confpiracy, and the aftors muft indeed be in poflef-* 
fion of great power, fmce they have aflbciated even 
the government in their horrible fttccefe. . . 

" It will be difficult for our pofteritj' to believe, 
that all the perfidious, cowardly, or weak generals, 
who in the courfe of this war have poniaiUed^the 
republick, fliould enjoy the moft perfeSt fecurfty ; 
that not one of them fhould have been punMhed; 
that feveral, on the contrary, have been -admitted to 
the higheft profeffional honours, while the brave and 
generous officers who were honeft enough to endea- 
vour to put an end to hoftilities, are either difplaced 



or in irons • .** 
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Choudieu, the enemy of Philippeaux, endeavour- 
ed to contradidi his ftatements, in a report on La 
Vendhj and to excufe the atrocities committed, un- 
t)er pretext that the inhabitants were fanaticks, and 
unworthy of mercy ! 

" The revolution had never penetrated," fays he, 
^ into tfiofe parts of Poitou and Bretagne which 
were the feat of the infurre<%on. Either by the ig- 
norance, or the perverfity of the admlniftrative bo- 
dies, the laws of the conftituent affembly, relative to 
the nobility and the clergy, were but imperfeilly 
underftood.; and it was with infinite pains that even 
an appearance of fubmiifion could be obtained. The 
inhabitants of thofe countries, plunged into the moft 
profound ignorance, and deprived of all communica- 
tion among themfelves, on account of the badnefs of 
their roads, remained in fabjeftion to the nobles and 
priefts, in the midft of enfranchifed France." He 
then proceeds to flate, " that the civil commijfaries^ 
fent thither by the king, inflead of opening the eyes 
of the fana ticks, and unmafking and punifhing thofe 
who miflcd them, gave a new degree of force and 
energy to their errours, and folemnly approved of their 
criminal refiflauce to the laws." 

Philippeaux wanted to carry into pradlice, a plan 
; bottomed on the very theory recommended by his 
enemies : for he had actually drawn up a republican 
catechifniy in order to enlighten the people, and inftill 
principles of liberty into their minds. 

«* The generals,'* fays Philippeaux, in his re- 
port to the Committee of Public Safety, 16 Frimart^ 
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2d year, " fuch as Berruyer, Marc^i and Ligonnier, 
who were entrufted^with thctaik of ftifling the firft 
germs of civil difcord, favoured the rebels in every 
fenfe, in order to encreafe their audacity, and bring 
down all the horrours of a civil war. ' Queti- 
neau, iliccefTor to thefe traitors and difciple of 
the infamous Dumourier, walked in their fteps. He 
delivered up Thouars to the brigands^ with 5000 
men and a large quantity of ammunition. The re- 
bels took him prifoner out of mere form, and after- 
wards releafed him on bis word of honour, Hehim- 
fclf wore the infemous white cockade ; he gave the 
enemy's general the fraternel embrace, (I'accolade 
f rater nelie )/inr the midft of the breathlefs bodies of 
our unfortunate brethren then dying for liberty; 
he tielivered himfelf up to infamous orgies with the 
loyalifts, at the time our defenders were langyifhing 
in dungecms and deprived of nourifliment for thirty 



hours." 




When Angers and Pont de Ce were menaced by 
the enemy, Philippeaux, although he had no exprcfs 
mifHon for that purpofe^ inftantly fet out, on hearing 
the intelligence, for Angers, .find notwithfting he 
found a written order there for ^andoning the place, 
he had vet the hardihood to refift.^ at the rifk 
of his head, he took meafu res for thatpurpofe, a(SuaIly 
repelled the enemy, which Ird to many othcf falutary 
events, and had he been but prop rly fupported, 
would have given a decided turn to publick affairs. 

At lergrh, on the 23] of Auguft, the Ccpmittee 
of Public Safety dcitermincd tO|.5il;vpc new n^eafures. 
The plan of the campaign vv.,<s chaiitjed ; the war 
3 . was 
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was to be terminated inftantly, and that by a gene- 
ral attack. Ronfin and Roffignol, who feem to 
have had private inftrudlions, .or were aflured of 
the ■ protection of government, determined to mar 
this projeS, and they a£hially did it with impunity. 
On this, Philippeaux, and the other commiffioners 
denounced them, and they were recalled, but it was 
only to be entrufted with ttill higher commands. 

Montaigu was^oon aftfer taken by the infurgents, 
and the republican army, being deprived of their camp 
equipage, which had been depofited there, were actually 
obliged to lie on the bare ground*, while its generaU 
diiplayed an Aiiatic luxury. 

Philippeaux, (hocked to behold the republican 
battalions immolated under the dirc<Siion of worth- 
lefs and criminal men, by means of his importunities 
forced the Convention to nominate a commiffion to 
examine into his conduct. This, however, was not 
agreeable to the Committee of Public Safety, whigh, 
in order to elude this meafure, declared by the organ 
of Bariere, " that there was no longer a Vendee /" 
Eight days, however, demonftrated the falfehood of 
this declaration, as Montaigu was actually taken by 
the rebels, and the garnfon with difficulty efcaped. 
Philippeaux attempted once more to exculpate him- 
felf, and a£lually procured another commiflion to be 

* " En forte que rarmee, depuls ccttc epoquc, est r^duitc a 
bivuaquer fur la dure, & dans la boue» pendant que fes generaux, 
gablonnes d'hlArlens U de courtlfannes, la conduifent a une bou- 
cherie perpctueUe '• ' 

Ltttre de Pbil, au eomitfide SalutfuK 

L 2 appointed 
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appointed for enquiring into the conduct of the court 
ofSaumur *, but this was diffolved on the 3d Nivoft. 
On the 1 8th Nivofe^ he tranfmitted a new accuiar 
tion againft it ; this produced the temporary ^im- 
prifonment of Ronfin and Vincent. From that mo- 
menthe was entered in the lift of thofe profcribed by 
xht Decemvirs^ a circumftance which determined the 
fate of this brave republican, who devoted hisnfelf for 
his country, without being able to fave it. The 
guilty Vincent and Ronfin were enlarged on the 
14th ; and on the 15th Choudieu prefcnted a report 
in order to take away his life. 

On the I ith of Germinal, Phillppeaux was arrett- 
ed, tried, condemned, and finally cut off on the 5th 
of April, 1794, under the vague pretence of being 
" an author of, and accomplice in a grarkl confpiracy,- 
tending to deftroy the National Convention ; to re- 
cflablifh royalty in France, and to maflacre the Pa- 
triots, the Committees of Public Safety> General 
Surety, and the Jacobins.'* 

Philippeaux was odious to the then ruling powers, 
and fell a martyr to their vengeance. They dreaded 
his humanity, his eloquence, and his energy, and could 
not bear that fuch a man fhould brave their autho>- 
jity, and condemn their conduft. 

He blamed the fanguinary meafures of the Com • 
mittees of government;, as equally cruel, unjuft, and 
impolitick. 



* This was the appellation given to a central comnuttec of de- 
puties an(} ge&eral officers 

Id 
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In the exprefs words of 6nc of our own generals, 
he reproached the am^ of La Vendee with their 
excefles, and told them ^^ that they were more fbr- 

* midable to their fellow citizens than to the enemy." 
It was not to be expeded that fuch a man could 
efcape the guillotine ; but although it was eaiy to 
murder, it was not poffible to ■ dishonour him, and 
pofterity will do ample ju(lice to one of the few citi- 
zens, who returned with an irreproachable chara£ter 

. {rom the infurgent departments, and whofe virtue 
conftit^ted his fole crime, tie periflied in the thirty- 
£Mirth year of bis age. 

DAVID. 

It i^ not David the painter, of whom I at prefent 
make mention, but David a man of letters, author of 
*5 Hijioire Chronologique des operations de Parmee 
dii Nord ^ de celle de Samhre et Meufe^ ^c .'* 
: While many of the Girondifts withdrew from the 
tyranny of Robefpierre, by flying to foreign coun- 
tries ; David took refuge in the army, and was there 
fafe from the fury of the Bonnets-rouges^ as he terms 
the jacobins. 

It was not his wealth, he fays, that expofe4»him 
to perfecutiony but he knew how to read and write, 
which at that time, if we ari to h£lieve him^ was 
accounted a crime ! Being the relation of general 
Souham, he enjoyed his protedtion, and having an 
opportunity pf infpeSij^ the orderly books of the 
army, and converfing with; the Etat Major^ he was 

L 3 thvxs 
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thus enabled to compofe the volume which he has 
entitled ^^ Campagnes du Gqj^ral Pichigru.* 

His work abounds with frequent inftances of 
intrepidity, on the {>art of the French ibldiers, Aik* 
ing one of them, whether he thought the anriy 
would be able to penetrate into Fknders ? he replied 
thus : •* En Flandre ! ce pays ne tiendra pas plus 
divant nous que la rrfee dtvant le foUil.** Speak* 
ing of the line of fortifications from Namur to 
Ypres, a grenadier exclaimed : ^ CetU ligm f baby 
€r$ye%*m»i n9us Pavalerons comme ^une afpergi t*^ 
Thefe fayings indeed have the appearance of gaf^ 
conade, but they were followed by circumftances 
that beflowed on them all tlie verity of prophecy. 

Every one is acquainted with the tStSt of elo- 
quence on large aflembttes of men> and the enthu* 
fiafin produced by popular (bngs smoi^ the feldiery, 
of all nations. The ** Marftilloije^' « VeiUons au 
falut de Pempirij^ and ** Le Reveil du peupU^^ Were 
all fung in ti^e camps, yet M. David afierts, that \tk 
Pichegru's battles, the monotonous ibtand of the drum 
was alone heard. The lyrick produ£ltions •f Chenier 
and Gouffroi, were regularly fent to the troops, but 
die more fimple and natural Vaudivtllis of Barre 
and Gaveaux, were far greater favourites. The 
following verfes would at i^rft fight appear to be a 
fatyre on the French armies, as they have been ac- 
cufed by their enemies to %ave drawn great part of 
their courage from the brandy %o&le, but Ibe stuthotr 
is both fericus and witty ; 

C0UPLIT5. 
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COUPLETS BACCHIQUES Se GUERRIERS. 

Voulez-vous fuivrMn bon confeil ? 

BuTez avant que de combattre ; 

De ftns fix>id je vaux mon paretic 

Mais qiiand j*ai faien ha, j*en vaux qnttrc. 

Verfez donc9 met amisy' verfez^ 

Je n*en puis jamais boire aifez. 

Ma foi ! c*cft un trifte fokiat 
Que celui qui ne (aic pas boire> 
' *J1 YOh leis dangers da combat, 
Le biiveur n^n Toit que la gloire^ 
Vcriex done* Ire 

Comme ce vin to«me refprity 
Comme il vous chanf^e une peifoBBe ? 
Tel qui tremble iUrefl^chit, 
Fait tmnbier quand il deraifonne. 
Verlbz done, &6. 

Get unl vers, ah qu^l eft beau ! 
Mais pourquoi dans ce grand ouvrage, 
Le fcigncur a-t-il mis tant d'eau ?' 
Le viii me plairoit davantage. 
Verfe} done, Sec 

SMI n*a pas fait un clement 
De cette liqueur rubiconde, 
Le feigneur 6*cil montre prudent. 
Nous euffions deileche le monde. 
Verfez done, roes amis verfez, 
Je n'en puis jamais boire affez. 

This was a favourite fong in the army that enter- 
ed Flanders, and is warn\ly recommended by David, 
who has returned to Paris, and has become, what is 
very common there, although it founds very ftrangely 
here, viz. a modiri enrage^ 

* « 
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SAIM^ 

Is reported to be a cadet of the great German fa« 
Riily of Salm Salm, fo diftijiguiflied in the annals of 
the empire. Having had all his fortune fwallowed 
up in Paris, that vortex of diffipation and intrigue, 
he entered into a regiment of dragoons, and the re- 
volution found him in a humble fituation.'^ 

One of the reprefsntatives on mif&on with the 
army, having publifhcd an order conjoining all the 
nobles to leave the fervice ; this was fo jQ:ri£Uy com- 
plied with, that feveri^ privates were a£hially oblig- 
ed to conform to it. 

Salm, however, either efcapcd the inqitifitorial eye 
of the commiflioner, or was protefted by his corps^^ 
for this fometimes occurred, as in the cafe of the 
Carabineers, who perfifted in difobeying this tfrr///> 
and actually retained d'Anglard, their colonel, ah 
officer of diftingulfhed merit. 

At the fiege of Grave, and the attack on the Ifle 
of Bommel, we find Salm at the head of a divifion, 
and he is now a general officer, having diftinguifhed 
himfelf, like feveral^ others of the nobles, permitted 
to remain with the army^ by his extraordinary cou- 
rage, and his implicit devotion to the interefts of 
the common wealth* 

VALETEAU, 

Has lately rifen from b6ing chief of brigade, to be 
a general officer. He is a ftrift difciplinarian, a cir- 
cumftancc which gave great offence to the' hevv* 

levies 
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levies that were fent to the northern anny, and pro- 
duced his diimiiHon* -v 

In January 1794, a gendarme left his cantone* 
meut, in order to attend one of the political clubs in 
his neighbourhoods Valeteau^ who detefted' thofe 
aflemblieS) inftantly confined him m the guard-houfe. 
The foldier, however, who happened to be a great 
orator, inftantly denounced him, and having learned 
that he had been, what he termed " garde du 
tyran^^* one of -the king's body-guard, the mother^ 
fociety of the jacoWns, anxious te purge the army of 
all the open, or difguifed royalifis ; at length inter* 
meddled in the affair. 

In the mean time, the gendarme applied to general 
Souham, who artfully (leered ckar of the contention^ 
but the affiliated club at Lifle, having inftigated that 
at Paris, to employ its influence, Valeteau was ca- 
fhiered, and fuffered all the rigours of the decree of 
the 17th September. Luckily, however, for him, 
Pichegru arrived at head-quarters, and knowing 
that without difcipline the army would be diforga- 
nized, and France difmembered, he procured the 
reftoration of Valeteau, to his former rank, and he 
has fince meri^ this attention^ by his zeal, intrepi- 
dity, and patriotifm. 

GENERAL &0UHAM, 

Is of a gigantic ftature, being- fix feet two inches,. 
French meafure, in height, and ftrong in proportion. 
He was born in 1761, In the department of Corca^ 
and being uncommonly brave, is much cfteemfid b^ 
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the army. It has always been the praftice of the 
eommander in cbicf to place him in the front of 
danger. He has therefore often led the vanguard, 
and, what is very remarkable, has never been beaten. 
The advantages gained at Moefcroen Hooglede and 
Pufflech, were obtained principally by his divifion. 
He has lately been appointed general of the interiour 
by the Direftory. 

FORSTIR. 

This IS one of the German patriots who renewed 
and inculcated thofe principles on the banks of the 
Rhine, which the inhabitants of the Elbe and the 
Wefer had formerly diffufed over all the North of 
Europe* 

' The fon of a proteftant mihiftefat Dantzick, he 
was fent to England at twelve years of age; at nine- 
teen, he embarked with Cook, then undertaking his 
fccond voyage, and after circumnavigating the globe 
along with that celebrated commander, returned to 
his native country with much acquired knowledge, 
little money, and fuch a degree of the fea fcurvy, as 
finally fliortened his life. 

Patronifed by'BufFon, and the other French na- 
turalifts, he entertained an* eager defire to fettle in 
France. A profeflbr's chair, however, being vacant 
in the univerfity of Caffel, he apcepted of and 
filled it for fomc timej but he foon became difgufted 
with the manners of the Heffians, and being an ido- 
later of liberty, could not bear to behold the fplen- 

dour 
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-dour of a petty courts fupported.by the traffick of 
human boiiies, , ^. . , .. .:,... 

The unlverfity of WJn^ then received him within 
its walls, in the character .p£ profeflor otf oatufftl 
hiftory; but here again aUhjys fg^lings. were ihpckpit 
For he witneflcd the pa^t j^ipo .^f: Polan4> and £iw the 
fmall portion of liberty in that^\:oun^ryi ivhich by the 
bye was poiTefTedcxclurirYcly by the; nobles and the 
cities, fwallowed up by the devouring ambition of 
three neighbouring defpqtick rpgnarchs. Science 
and the Mufcs were of courfe .baniflied from Wilna, 
and Forfter was once more caft on the wide worlds 
when dfi invitation from , Catharine II. to aflift in a 
new voyage of difcovery^ once more railed his ex- 
peftationsj but they were fuddenly blafted; for die 
war with the Turks, which foon after bruke forth> 
occupied ail the attention, and ablorbed all the pecu- 
niary rffourccs of that ambitious Princcfs. 

His cxpcvrtations from that quarter b'jing now 
completely blaft«vl, he travelled through Germany, 
and ibuntl the inhabitants '' in a middle ilatc between 
the French and the Turks." 

At St. Frond, where the people were in a ftate of 
infurreciion againft the Emperor Jofeph, he afTumed 
the fymbol ot Delgick liberty, confi (ting of a cockade 
of bUck, ytUovv, and red ribbands. On his arrival at 
Brufl'els, he perceived the inhabitants funk into in- 
fanity and dcpreilion, under the leaden yoke of a fa- 
natical clergy. After an abfl'iice of fome years, he 
difcovered that a gieat chang'j, and that not for the 
b'-tter, had takcj) p^ace in the manners and opinions 

of 



of the Tniglifli. He beheld' in private life that 
wealth alone was eftimable, and that riches, even 
•when unaccoi^^nied 4)y virtue, gave a title to re- 
' fpeft. He alfo. crijtictfed theigovemment itfclf, wi A 
<VH^fiderable afperltj^ Anfcihe lays it doWn as an ax- 
iom ** that iii ^nycouRtryi whiere the people are not 
truly repfWeotedi v^Tiatever nwl/'bethe aiTertions or 
the clamours of thcariftocracy, there can cxift no 
legitimate authority. 

Soon after this we find him a member of the uni- 
vetfity of Mayencej and that too at a time when the 
' French revolution had eleftrified his head, and that 
of almoft every gocid man throughout Europe. He 
inftantly united with hi^ fellow-citizens in the for- 
mation of a national convention j was «the firft to 
conceive the idea of a repubUck on .the banks of the 
Rhine, and was fent as a deputy to Paris, to pro- 
cure the countenance and protcftion of the Erench 
nation. 

The re -capture of Mayence by the p4TiiSans once 
more dafhed the cup of enjoyment frdrti hi$ life, and 
this fingular and unfettled man, unfortunate in all 
his plans of happinefs, whether publick or private*, 

• He was married to a womaaof great fingularity and fomc ta- 
lents, wlwfe maiden name was Thcrcfa Keync Being of a fiantaf. 
tical difpofjtion, flie fell in love with another man, and no fooner 
did the generous Forfter perceive this, than he fued for a divorce in 
order to enable her to be united with the perfon to whom ihe was 
attached. He himfelf, in the mean time, was preparing to re- 
move to aljo.thcr htmifphere, left his prefence (hould occafion any 
uneatinefs ! 

was 
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was aAually ftudying the Oriental languages, in 
order to enable him to travel through Thibet and 
Hindoftan, when he was (hatched away in the 39th 
year of his age, having died at Paris, on the 13th of 
February, 1792. 

Had he lived, become fteady, and chofen France 
as the place of his refidence. It is probable that For- 
fter would have occupied fome diftinguiflied fituation 
mider die Republick. 

The works of Forfter confift — i. Of jf Traft on 
^e Conftitution and Government of England. 

2. A Journal of Cook's Second Voyage around 
the Globe, in Englifh and German. 

3. A Philofophical and Pifhirefque Journey along 
the Banks of the Rhine, 2 vols. 8vo. And, 

4. A Journey through England in 1790, ferving 
as an appendix to the former : both in German. 

His MSS. concerning natural hiftory were feized 
by the Pruffians on the capture of Mayeuce. 

MIRABEAU. 

BY AN INTIMATE AC (^U AINT A NCS. 

The name and family of Mirabeau have been illuf- 
trious both in arms and letters. Born with an ath- 
letetick conftitution, he alfo received ftrong paffions 
from nature; the paffions were in fame meafure the 
inheritance and dlftincSive chara<3eriftick of hishoufe. 
Education, by a proper direftion of them, might have 
made a great man of him j conftraint, on the other 
hand, by reftraining their flight, and repreffing their 
developement, could not prevent him from becoming 

M a/j- 



122 MIRABBAV, 

a fanuus one: he bad a mixture of both in his- com* 
pofitiotu 

He was indebted for his genius and his £%ults to 
his misfortunes. The Hercules of the revolution 
had his Euriftheus : the thorns that oppofed his ca* 
reer were ftrewei by the jealous mediocrity (/'his 
fiither, who to the pride of an author joined the 
harlhnefs of the head of a feft. 

The firft years of Mirabeau^s youth were Ipent 
under the direftion of an able preceptor, called Poif- 
fon ; and his fon, at prefent known by the name 61 
Lachabeaufliei^, who has diftinguifhed himfelf by 
fome theatrical pieces, received his inftru£lion at die 
fame time, and partook of the fame leflbns: he has 
firice claimed a tranflation of Tibullus, attributed to 
Mirabeau. 

Mirabeau praSifed with facility and delight the 
various exerclfes for.flrengthening and improving 
the body; his phyfical was more regular than his 
moral education. * 

At the age of fourteen, he left his tutor, from 
whom he had imbibed a knowledge of the clafScks, 
and a fervent defire for further inflruAion. Sent af- 
terwards to a'1)oarding-fchool, he ftudied madiema!^ 
ticks during two years, and cultivated with fuccds 
the agreeable arts of Tnirfick and drawing. 

.Young, but tormented with the defire of obtaining 

celebrity, he publifhed an eivge on the great Cond^, 

• and fome pieces of poetry. But he wanted a ^guide 

to diieA bis firil flight, to regulate his tafte, and to 

rein in the wanderings of an ardent genius. Locke 

became 



MIRABEAU. 123 

1>ecame that guide. Mirabeau has often confeiled 
diat he was indebted for his progrefs, to the writings 
of this author, {t was in them he found that lumi- 
nous, forcible, irrefiftible Ic^ick, with which his 
works abound, and without which there cannot be 
any real eloquence. 

An order from his father, and the force of cuftom, 
made him embrace the military profei&on. From » 
fchool, he repaired to a garrifon. It was beyond a 
doubt at this feminary of the young nobility^ that an 
excellent difpofition was perverted, and the prefage 
of talents, ftifled by vices, which it was the cufiom 
to applaud and honour. It was there that youth was 
feihioned to the infolence of tyranny, and the mean- 
nefs. of flavery. His fenfibility at length awoke : 
love converted him into a new being, and his firft 
pai&on, announced by ftormy fyitiptoms, was marked 
with all the peculiarities of his charafter. 

The father of Mirabeau was alarmed: this 
hufband, who fquandered away his fortune in & fcan- 
dalous manner among miftrefles, became the in- 
flexible tyrant of the tender paffion of his fon, whom 
he caufed to be fhut up in the fort of the ifle of Rhej 
he was aftually on the ppint of forcing him to em- 
bark for the Dutch colonicf, a fate referved'for the 
vileft of the Europeans, ■ ( whom they are at once 
the receptacle and the tomb. The fiienis of rjie 
Marquis de Mirabeau, however, prevented him from 
executing fo bafe an afTaflination. It was this firfl 
abufe of authority that fixed the ideas of his fon, re- 
fpeding defpotifmj and it may be here necefTaiy to 
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obferve, that the wanderings of an impetuous ge- 
nius fpring out of the means employed to repre& 
them; conftraint adds to the energy of great charac^ 
ters, and an iron fceptre calls forth all the powers of 
a ftrong mind into inftant rebellion. 

On his liberation from prifon^ Mirabeau obtained 
the favour of being fent to Corlica in quality of a 
volunteer in a regiment of cavalry. There he dif* 
tinguiflied himfclf, acquired the eftcem of feveral" of 
his fuperiour officers, and procured the brevet of 
. captain of dragoons at the end of the campaign. He 
wiflied to obtain a company; and the refiifal of his 
father to this propofition made him relinquift. the 
profeffion of arms, a profeflion to which he was 
greatly attached, and for which, in his own opinion, 
he was admirably adapted, " there not being a fingle 
book on the art of war, in any language, dead or lir- 
ing, which he had not read*." 

During the war in Corfica, Mirabeau began to 
canvas the principles on which it had been under- 
taken ; this inquiry induced him to blufh at his own 
fuccefs, and he accordingly fcemed defirous to make 
an expiation by animadverting on the excefles of the 
Genoefe ariftocracy, in a memoir tranfmitted to, and 
deftroyed by his father. v 

Soon after this, the patriarch of the lEconomifts 
propofed a courfe of agriculture to the young war- 
riour. Mirabeau accordingly exchanged the fword 
for the plough, and employed himfelf, out of mere 

* Lcttre \ Sophie. 
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complaifance, in rural experiments. To the diiguft 
attendant on this, was added that of a law-furt. 
Thefe proving a load too hard to be borne, he 
quitted the Limoufin, and repaired to Provence. 

The firft fymptoms of a refiftance on the part of 
the p^liament to the commands of ^bfolute power, 
began now to manifeft themfelves. 

.The '^ friend of man becomes the friend of autho- 
rity ; his fon, on the contrary, yn& one of the moft 
formidable adverfaries of the court party and the 
new magiftrates. 

Jn June, 1772, he received at Aix the hand of 
MadeoKSifeUe de Marignane, a lady, young, amiable, 
of an illuftrious £unily: on diis oceafion he was pre* 
ferred to five different rivals, after feven months 
affiduous hommage. 

Six thoufand livres a year in eftate, burdened with 
a jointure to his mother-in-law, feveral entails, the 
pro(pe6i: of a confiderable inheritance, and 160,000 
livres of debts, compofed the fortune of Mirabeau at 
this period. Certain family arrangements might have 
eafily extinguifhed, or at leaft diminifhed his incum- 
brances^ but they became the germ of all the mis* 
fortunes of his future life. Harfh, captious, inflex- 
ible, violent — ^his father, taking advantage of this 
tircumflance, procured an inUrdtQ at the Chatelet 
of Paris, and obtained leave to fix his refidence firft 
at the caflle of Mirabeau, and afterwards in the 
town of Manofque. 

* Mirabeau, the father, publUhed a treatlfe of f€»ne celebrity^. 
^tied VAm da Hcmmeu 
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His wife accompanied him thither, and they lived 
in the greateft happinefii together, until the month 
of May 1774, when Mirabeau intercepted a fecret 
and criminal correfpondence ; it did not become 
him to be fevere; he therefore brought back his 
wife to her duty, and pardoned her. 

He now forgot his exile, and repaired to Grafib» 
An unexpeded difpute divulged his difobedience. A 
certain baron de Villeneuve Mohans infulted Mar 
dame de Cabris, the fifter of Mirabeau. The Utter 
challenges him. The baron refiifuig to figbt^ re- 
ceives the chaftifement ufiially inflided on cowards, 
and avenges himfelf after the manner of ^* de Pour* 
aeaugnac. He accordingly brings an a&ion and ob- 
tains from a fubaltern tribunal, and an inferiour jiidge^ 
who proved to be his own vaflal, a decree for-arreft- 
iHg Mirabeau. The nbife occafioned by thefe pro- 
ceedings, having difcovcred the infrafHon of the 
orders enjoining his exile,* a new leitre de cachet 
was invoked, and Mirabeau was fhut up in the caf- 
tle of If, on the 23d of December 1774. M. 
d*Allegre, the governor, teftificd his. good behaviour, 
and demanded his liberty : a young and handfome 
woman, who was cruelly beaten by a brutal fellow 
of a jailor her hufband, contributed to cheer the 
Ae gloom of a prifoner, twenty-four yea^s old, and 
^t laft abfconded with him. This circumftance ag- 
gravated the bondage of Mirabeau. r 
' As he was reproached with idlenefs, he replied to 
fhif charge by publifliing his Erft work, which \V2S 
begun when he was only twehty-pjie. years old— r. 

i i the 



MIRABIAU. 117 

fte EJfay 9n Defpotifm. This «p!grainM»tick an* 
fwer, irritated his father : the narrow and cowardly 

ideas of a courtier were offended A young 

man to accufe his majiersy and that too from a dun- 
geoni 

Yielding at length to powerful fblicitationsy 
his fiither confented to his removal from the caftle ' 
^i If) to Joux, near Pontarlier, in April 1775* It 
was there he firfl faw his Sophia. Madame de Mi- 
labeau was at a diilance— -(he had even refufed to 
irifk him during lus bondage. Madame Lemounier 
married to a phantom of a hufband feventy^nine 
years .old, being on the other hancj, both tender and 
aiFe£tionate, fupplied her place, and his paffioh for 
her fix>n became violent in the extreme. 
- St. Maurice the commandant of the fort, unfor- 
tunately proved his rival, and as both he and his 
father feemed to purfue him with the moft impla- 
cable revenge, he determined to efcape out of their 
clutches. He accordingly retreated to the capital 
of Burgundy, whither his miftrefs alfo had retired, 
but being denounced by her mother, he was feized 
and fhut up in the caftle of Dijon. 

In the mean time the commiffioners nominated 
by M. de Malefher bes, in order to examine into the 
difputes between the father and fon, inclined to the 
liberation of the latter, on which the inflexible pa- 
fent furprifed a new httre de cachet^ which con- 
demned Mirabeau to forget his love in the caftle of 
Dourlens. M. de Malefherbes, on quitting the mi- 
niflry, caufed it to be intimated to Mirabeau, that 
the lafl: fervice he could render him, was to advife 

him 
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him to fljHM^to fome foreign country. He zccari^ 
ingly followed his counfeL 

While abroad he received a letter from Sophia, 
who had been threatened with being ihut up in a 
convent, dating that M. Lemounier had folicited a 
Uttre de cachet ; it ended with thefe words : " either 
flight or death !" Could he abandon a woman renr 
dered miferable by and for him ? A fugitive himfel^ 
could he prohibit her from flight ? P. Manuel, ha& 
well obferved, on this occafion, that marriage ought 
to ceafe to be' a duty, the moment that divorce is not 
confidered as a right* This fentiment includes die 
juftification of Sophia $ that ofMirabeau, exifled in 
his afFe^on. 

The infenfed and injured hufband immediately ap- 
plied to the lawyers, and an inferior tribunal, confi- 
dering this in the fame light as a rape, pafled fentence 
of death on the offender, who was accordingly (fe- 
capitated in effigy ! 

This infemous judgment was, however, in the end 
annulled, and the accufer would have been .mulled 
in large damages, had not his adverfary generoufly 
forgiven him, on condition, that he would no longer 
trouble the repofe of a wife who abhorred him ! 

In the mean time, Mirabeam concealed himfelf in 
Holland, where he pafled under the name of Saint 
Mathieu ; he lived in great obfcurity, fpending all 
his time with his Sophia, his books, and a few learn« 
ed men. Durmg part of the years 1776 and 1777^ 
his'fubfiflence, and that of his female friend, depend- 
ed folely on his Jitcrary labours* The bopkfeller 
. , 3 Changu- 



Qiangoyon, gave him plenty of employment* The 
indefatigable count> found no art or fcience arranger 
to him ; his largeft work at this period^ was the 
tranflation of a Hiftory of England^ 

He had at firft formed- tjie defign of repc^ring t» 
America ; and it is to be regretted that he did not 
execute this projefi, which would have accomfdifhed 
part of his political deftiny. He waa, however, very 
Vfell pleafed with his prefent obfcure) but tranquil 
^taztion^^znd he gives an enchanting defcription of it 
in hiS'.letterS) where he often laments that happy 
mediocrity, for which he was not formed by nature. 
It was from his afylum in Holland, that he fent abroad 
his memorials againft his father ', an inexpiable er-* 
rour, which he acknowledged, by the difavowal of 
them, ^nd effaced with his tears ! 

The patriarch of the economijis ftill panted after 
revenge, and had unfortunately fufficient intereft ta 
caufe the rights of nations to be violated, in order to 
punifli his eldeft fon. Accordingly, an exempt of 
the police^ provided with a lettre de cachet^ fignecf 
Amelot and Vergennes, went to fearch for his prey, 
in the bofom of a free country. Mirabeau receives 
intimation of his intentions, and prepares to fly; but 
it is neceflary to provide alfo for the fafety of his 
Sophia* A few moments loft on this occafion, be- 
reaved them both of liberty, for they were arrett- 
ed on the 17th of May, at the houfe of Lequefne 
in the Claveftand. This violation of national in- 
dependence, was tolerated by a people who, on a 
fimilar occafion, cut off the head of one of the 
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♦ cmiflarics of Louis XIV. but the Bataran na- 
tion was at thi» moment, fiibjedied tg die yoke of a 
ftadtholder. 

On their arrival at Rris, the dungeon of Vm*. 
cennes received Mirabeau} Sophia who was widi 
child, was confined under the fuperintendence of the 
police, and was delivered of a daughter, after which 
file was femoved^to the convent of Sainte Clairq^ gt 
Gien, on the rSth of June, 1778. To this deten>* 
tion^ which lafted nearly three years, we are indebt* 
cd for the celebrated book, entitled, ** Lettres a 
S$phuy* a work of t'le paffionS) compofed in foli* 
tude^ and breathing fenflbility, delirium, and affec* 
tion« 

Obliged at this period, to enter the lifts once more 
with the marquis, he difplayed wonderful addreis in 
fiipporting the rights, without wounding the duties 
of a fon^ His memoir on this occafion, is a mafl^r- 
piece of reafon, art, eloquence, and logick* No one 
can behold fo much genius enchained within the 
wall&of a dungeon^ without exclaimiitg with Sophia : 
" You have proved to domonft ration,, that you 
ought to renounce the idea of becoming a great man 
in your native country." 

While deprived of every comfort, and overwhelm- 
ed with bodily calamities, Mirabeau compofed his 
Erotica Bibliony a work) keen, poignant, and origi- 



* Captain Gautier who was employed to feize a Calvini(t,of the 
name of Huguetan. He wa$ arreiled at the lad barrier« and order- 

< 

ed CO be put to death by the ncKigiftiates. 
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nail : the commentaries of Dom Calmet, on the Bible, 
fiimlflied him with the materials. About the fame 
time he drew up for his Sophia, a grammar, and a 
little treatife on mythology; he alfo tranflated 
Joannes Secundus, and masked out the boundaries of 
^Vbitrarjr power, in his vigorous and mafciiline woHc 
<m Lettres de Cachet. 

At length a period feemed to be put to his literary 
piirluits— he is refufed paper ! He found means how- 
ever, to fupply this want, by tearing off the firft and 
laft leaves of the books, he was ftill permitted to 
have acctfs to. His writings at the fame time, at 
leaft thofe we have feen, affumed a clofer and fiercer 
ftyle. He concealed the leaves on which he wrote, 
in the folds of his clothes, and a<Shially left his pri- 
fon, with the manufcript of his Lettres de Cachet^ 
•fewed up in this manner ! 

His long and expiatory captivity had now blunt- 
ed the fury of perfecutionj for the agents of autho- 
rity began to blufli at becoming the inftruments of 
vengeance to a father, whofe own conduft gave oc- 
cafion to the fevereft reproaches, he himfelf being the 
-flave of Madame de Pailly, his miftrefs, who tyran- 
ntfed over his domefticks, and exiled his family. 

The bondage «f Mirabeau, was at length diflblved 
on the .17th of December 1780, and it appears, that 
he became reconciled to his father, for at this 
epoch, he fpent fixteen months along with him* In- 
deed, he only quitted the paternal manfion, in order 
to procure a f£vocation of the fentence pronounced 
atPontarlier, which was finally accompHftied on the 

14 th 
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X4tfa of Auguft 1782. Sophia at the jame limci 
recovered her marriage portion and her liberty. 

After this, Mirabeau returned to Provenccfy 
!wlience he tvrote the following billet to his wife": 
dated, Novwiiber 6, 178J1 : 

^ Eight years are added to my life £nce we have 
lived feparate from each other ; it will be with great 
difficulty I ihall be brought to believe^ that thefe 
eight years devoted to misfortune, a title always fa- 
cred with a good heart, can have entirely bamihed 
me from yours/* 

Prayers, eloquence, addrefs, and the mediation of' 
common friends, having proved inefie£tual, owing to 
the obftinacy of her relations ; Mirabeau applied in 
his turn to the laws, and a procefs icandalous to all 
|>arties took place. His advocate happened to be 
Duport Dutertre; that of Madame Mirabeau^was 
Delacroix, fince profeflbr of public law at the 
Lyceum, and author of a work in five vols, 8vo, 
entitled, " Conjiitutions des principaux Etats de 
P Europe^ y des Etats^^Unis d^Amerique^* 

After lofmg this fuit, Mirabeau fet out for Londoi?,- 
and it is evident from his letters, that two or three 
good inftitutions excepted, he did not think \tx^ 
favourably of England, It was at this period, he 
became a man of letters, and a publicift by profef- 
fion as well as by genius. He, indeed, had no Ion* 
gcr any other profeffion } but is not this the firft of 
all ? The hiftoiy of his works and his life, is hence- 
forth the fame. 

America 
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AttteficSihaLVtng obtained it^' liberty, the generals 
and officers of the conquering army, meditated the 
rec6n>poi(ition of a military and hereditary ariftocracy, 
undtrijthe title of The Order of Gncinnatus. A citi- 
zen of South Carolina, pointed out the danger of this 
nc^^ corpora^toR in 1783. It was on the plan of 
^t 'pamphlet, which was but little known, that 
Mirabeaii, in the courfe of the next year, publifhed a 
work in London, entitled, Conjidtratlons fur P$rdre 
de CincinHaiuSj in which, treating the fubjed as a 
politician and a legiflator, he fixed the opinion of 
mankind on this dangerous innovation, and contri* 
bated to fave America from the chains which had 
been forged for her. 

An ambitious innovator, tormented with the ma^' 
nia of conquefts abroad, and reforms at home, Jofeph 
II. in league with RufTia, and participating in her 
dreams of maritime commerce, pretended to revive 
the navigation of tke Scheldt, to make Oftend 
fiourifhing, and Amfterdam a defert. Mirabeau 
oppofed thefe projefls with his " Doutes fur la 
Liberie de P Efcaut f" This fame prince who pre- 
tended to enfranchife the Scheldt, wiflied to tie down 
his own fubjefts to the. full — fubjeils who on all 
fides, fled from his political experiments. Mirabeau 
once more obliged him to liften to truth, and re- 
vealed to him, that the only tie of nations was the 
greateft poflible fum cf happinefs. 

After .having (hewn himfelf to be a politician, he 
appeared in the charader of a ftatefman. His writ- 
ings on th^ ** Qfiffe d' Efccmptii*' the ^* Banque de St. 
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Charles'!^ ^^ JSfions des eau^^* on alLthe.branqibcs 
q{ publick credit, and all the iburces of .ftock-jobbing^ 
fucceeded tfach other, like To many rays of light Oft 
tbefe OQcafions, to the method of Smidi, he joined 
the eloquence of Demofthenes. ^ 

The helm of the finances was at this momept-di*- 
xe&tA by Calonne, a minifter who poflefled grc^ifi 
talents without a fingle grain of publick virtue 
Calonne did juftice to the genius of Mirabeau, but 
ht dreaded his fuccefs i it was on this account that 
he caufed him to be fent into exile in Pruifia, by 
nieans of an obfcure miffion, wiiich furrounded him 
with danger, without the poffibility of glory. It 
was there, that Mirabeau prepared his ufefiil and 
learned work, " De la Monarchte PruJJienne ;'* it 
was there he collected the details of that internal 
mifery, on which a dazzling grandeur was founded ; 
k was there he difcovered thofe rude but feeble cords 
eolployed in moving the decorations that furprife 
and aftonifh mankind. 

The genius of the. great Frederick appreciated 
that of Mirabeau. William replaced, or rather fuc- 
ceeded Frederick, and foon after his elevation, fent 
an order to Mirabeau, to depart immediately from his 
dominions. . , 

. The latter having with great difficulty procured 
fuiBcient money for his journey, , leaves the capital 
of Pruffia, and flopping at Narcy to fee th^ repre- 
ientation of Dido, becomes enamoured with the 
aArefs, lofes a night, and his purfe at her J^gings ; 
))orrows that of ]m fccttxuy y nearly. emjHies it ; a 

wheel 



wheel breaks at Bourget; on this he leaves his 
fecretary) his carriage, and his papers behind him> 
and enters Paris on foot, and without a finglefou. 

On his arrival in France, he inftamly perceived 
the ftorm that was approaching. His firft work 
after his return was a continuation of his DinoncU^ 
tiOH tie P Agiotage^ In attacking this privileged 
fcourge, he Appeared like Hercules ftifling Cacus; 
the return he received from government, was a httre. 
di ciubii^ which be found means to avoid ; his def* 
tiny now commenced^ and tyranny tremUed. 

After attacking the reputation of Necker, and 1^* 
holding liberty germinating \tk France, and expiring 
in HoUand, he publifhed his ^ Jws aux BatavisJ"* 
His wc»'k entitled " P Hiftotre fecrette ii la c»ur de 
Berlin^* produced new reputation and new perfecu- 
tions. 

The drama of the States-General was now about to 
be performed, and Mirabeau fet out for Provence ; 
excluded from the choice of the nobles by the 
pofleflbrs of the large fiefs, he elevated the ftandard 
of the Communes^ and appeared like a iecond Marius. 
No fooner was he returned a member, than he bc- 
came, as it were, the Jupiter Olympus of the afTem* 
bly, chaining up or unloofing the ftorm at his plea- 
fure. 

The remainder of his life is known to all the 
world — it is engrafted in cur hiftory. He died of 
poifon, this is at leaft the general opinion, and even 
that of many officers of health. His end was great ; 
his laft moqiients were fublime,. he feemed to fpojt 
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with his owA immortality, and in the language of 
Lucan: 

•« Seque probat Moriens.*' 
M. nUPONT V& N£MOURj(, . 

Like a multitude of others, was one of the fuF- 
ferers by, and had nearly been one of the viftiix^ of 

, Robefpierrc's tyranny. A mandaf d*arret was 
iflued a^inft him, and his liberty was partly owing 
to the belii&r, that he had not efcaped the general 
iearch, but was either imprifoned at £a Forciy or bad 
been eicecuted after a mock trial. 

•At this critical period, he cctfffpofed bis ^^r^- 
mqfisj* 2L poem without rhimi^ in which he exhibits 
a conteft between a good and bad fpirit* {Or$msfis 
and yfriman:s)y and gives the preponderance to the 
former. The man over whofe hcdd^ death appealed 
to be fufpended by a fingle hair, in this little dia« 
Icguc, points out all the pleafures and ad^ntages 
refulting from life. 

On his flight, he had recourfe to the humanity of 
two Aftronomers 5 one, a man of dtferved celebrity, 
Jerome Lalande 5 the other, his afliftant,' the good 
and amiable Harmand. There is fome rcafon to 
fuppofe, that the place where he was concealed, was 

. no* other than a clofet belonging to the National 
Obfervatory. There was not any bed, and it was 
with extreme difficulty, that bread and water could 
be introduced. To add to thefe inconveniencies, 
Harmand, who fupplied his wants, expeSed daily to be 
ordered to join the army, and the folitary prifoner, in 
that cafe, would thus have been left with a certainty 

Of 
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of fhirviQg. In this extremity, Lalande 'once more 
undertook to rifk his own life, in order to ikve that 
of a fellow creature. 

Having at length efcaped from Paris, Dupont 
found another afylum in the country, and here as 
ufual, he occupied his time with his^ ftudies, and 
wrote his " Pbilofopbie de PUnivers^' addrefled to 
the celebrated chymift Lavoifier, wiiofe lo(s he mod 
X affe^ngly deplores *• In this work, after obferv- 
ing, that ^ philofbphy is a I'digion-^the religion of 
virtue and of nature," he infifts, that nothing can 
exift through, or be created by chance ; that this 
itfelf is a term made ufe of, lA order to conceal ig- 
nojrance, for there is no fuch thing as chance in ex- 
igence, and that even the throws of a pair of dice, 
are governed by known and precife rules* Irf the 
notes, he inculcates the neceiHty of a perpetual im- 
puifion, in order to preferve the courfe of the planets ; 
he alfb conjectures as to the poffibility of the ani- 
mation of the ftars. The remainder contains re- 
marks oh the fociability of the fox, on the morality 
of the ants, their police and economy, their negocia- 
tions and treaties \ and on the propagation of good 
aAions. ^ No ad ion (fays he) is abfolutely infulat* 
ed — good ones produce a happy feries of good onesj 
and bad, an inevitable feries of bad adions.'' 



* '* li a vu ce citoycn vertueux^ Tun des hommes Ics plus 6cUir£S| 
ies plus doux, ks plus fages qui aient exifte, Tun 4e ccux qui a le 
plus condammcnt, le plus efficacemcnt fervi la nation, 8c le genre 
hunuun, ct qui s^en occupait encore dans ses derniers momenty 
p(ric de la mani^e la plus injuftcy la plus tyranrnque, la pltM 
crucUe. U nc ccOcra jandivs dr Irjileurer.** Ptci. paigB lo. 

N3 ^^TV\fcfc 
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** Thcfe important truths," adds he, " refuTt from 
the philofophy of the univerfe, and ought to become 
the bafis of univerfal philofophy." 

Whatever may be the opinion rcfpe£ling his doc- 
trines, a!l good men muft unite in rejoicing to learn 
that Dupont de Nemours was reftored to fociety, 
after the fall of the tyrant Robefpierre: but, alas! 
'it was to be inv( Ived in freCh calamities ; for we be- 
lieve that he was implicated with the prefer ibed de- 
puties, and that at this very moment he is either 
exiled, or at Icaft under a cloud. 

JEAN BAl^TISTE LOUVET. 

Whether we confider his talents, or a£livity, this 
muft be acknowledged to have been one of the 
moft celebrated of the French fenators. Here fol- 
lows a (ketch of his life, as detailed by himfelf : 

" Every thing that a man of fenfibility, whofe 
manners were fimple, could defire, was obtaiaed by 
rae anteriour to the revqlution. I lived in the coun- 
try, of which I was pafEonately fond. I compofed' 
works of literature, the fuccefs of which had already 
laid the foundation of what I termed my little for^ 
tune: for, like my ambition, \t v/as of a diminutive 
fize. Ardently fmitten with die love of independ- 
ence, I bad at length karned that the only way to 
6bttin it was to reduce my wants to as narrow a 
compafs as poffible; and I adhially contrived to 
Ijarry my thecry into pra^Stice, anil banifhed luxury^ 
vibicb I had but too much .cherifbed in tbi?. ^arly part 
ci my yoiKb. On the oth^t iiaikl^ I invofeed fohiiiftrja^ 
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neceflary to the health of all, and more t fpecially to 
that of a man of letters, and I bad fo reduced all my 
expenoes, that • 800 franes per ann. were fufficient 
for my maintenance. The firft fcven vclumes of 
my t firft work, which was printed on my own ac- 
count, brought me in a greater revenue, and in the 
fpring of 1789, 1 added fix more, wkich precipitated 
the fale of the former. The period of the revolu- 
tion however arrived, and -by ftifling frivolous publi- 
cations, diminiflied my profits from a novel, wh'.ch, 
among a variety of light and trifling paflageJ!, exhi- 
bited a marked attachment to philofophy, and dit 
played many republican principles at a time when 
fuch were very rare. The revolution, if it did not 
deftroy, at leaft deferred the accompliOimcnt of my 
hopes; it was not indeed my intereft to wi(h for it; 
but it was founded on glorious and juft motives; 
and how was it poflible to avoid loving it, notwith- 
ftanding it thwarted all my expectations ? I was 
accuftomed to tell my fair friend^ that if it retarded 
cur happinefs, but forwarded that of the human race, 
we ought to rejoice. My miftrefs applauded the 
idea ! 

** What a woman ! what generofity ! what great- 
nefs of mind ! how worthy of the immortal paffion 
with which fhe had infpired me ! We were brought 
up together, and our atfedtions increafcd wich our 
age ; but in her fixteenth ye^ (he hud been married 



* About 341 (lerling. 

f The Adventures 0/ the Chevalier de FaubUs. 
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to a rich many who carried her an hundred miles^ from 
me. She returned at the end of fix years^ and our 
' mutual affe^on^ inftead of diminifliing) had in* 
creafed.— -I m'ght now mention her name, for fhe is 
mf wife ! and there are no dangers, no perfecntioni) 
which (he would not participate along with me ; but 
her innocent femily might be expofed to vengeance; 
I intend, therefore, to call her LeJoiJka^ after tfa« 
heroine of my own romance* 

^ I was along with her, at the diftance of twenty 
leagues from Paris^ when the intelligence of the 
capture of the Baftille reached our ears. On this I 
inftantly received from her hand a prefent, precious 
in every point of view: it was the tbree-'Coloured 
enckade. The inexpreiSUe fen&tion which I felt— 
the tears which came into my eyes, as (be attached 
the party-coloured ribbands to my hat — were they a 
presentiment of thole misfortunes which I (hould ex^ 
perience fome day, on account of events that then 
afie<£led me but indire£^ly ? However that may be, 
this, which was the only cockade worn in a little 
town devoted to ariftocracy, was likely to be pro^ 
du£^ive of difagreeable confequences; for if the news 
had not been fully confirmed on the very next day, 
I (hruld have experienced all the rigours of a aimi- 
^1 profecution. 

"During a long period I was but z, mere fpe^tor ; 
I had promifed to remain always fuch. Men enow 
at that time defended the dear interefts of their coun« 
try: thofe originating in my paffion occupied nearly 
all* nty time. But Mourner, after the affair of Oc- 

tober^ 



tober, 17891 having endeavoured, in an incendiary 
publication to accufe Paris, then* wholly ' exempt 
from blame, inftead of courageoufly denotm^ing tht 
Orleans faction, folely culpable of the crimes^ ^\ 
had fullied a juft infurref^ion : indignation tMbdemt 
pke up my pen, and I publifhed a pamphlet «ntitlefl 
♦ Paris yuftifii. This produced my admi/non to 
the Jacobin Club, where no one was received at that 
period, but in confequence of real pretenfionsi lo 
tivifm^ and the pofieffion of ibine talents. Rcfiding; 
principally iii Che cottntry^ I frecpienteii ics^aecxiiigi 
but felddm, and ftill confined myietf to the ptfi iof 
an obferver. ' 

** All my works thenceforth, however, were di- 
reifted towards the revolution. Thus Emilh de 
Virmont was a romance, undertaken to provi the 
general utility, and fometimes the neceffity 6f di^ 
vorctj as alfo of t-he marriage $f friefis. In the 
fame fpirit I wrote two comedies. In one of five 
a£ls,entitledL'AKOBLiCoN8PiRAT£UR,92//^£«xrr« 
geois Gentilhomme du dtx-huitiime fiecle^ I attacked, 
by means of the bittereft iarca(ms, the ridiculous 
prejudices concerning nobility, both old and new, 
and that, too, two or three months before the decree 
that abolifhcd it. N , who, after the revolu- 

tion of the 3jft of May, affirmed that he and the 
members of the Mountain were the fole republicans, 
refufed to receive it at the Thiatrt de la Nation^ 
under pretext that it was incendiary ; and when I 



* Pans Juamed. 
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czmei it to the Theatre Frgufaisy one of the ma^ 
nagers obferved tha^t it would be.neceflary to be pro- 
vided with cannoiH in order to perform k*. The 
other coroedy was a gay but pointed- fat ire on 
the- mummeries of .the court of Rome; it had for 
tilki L'£l£CTion ET jl'Audience du Granik 
Lama Sispi. The only dramatick trifle, which I 
CBiild procure, to be performed,, was a .farce caUed 
La grandt revue des armee$ noire et blanche ^^ it 
was written with a view to turn the army of Cob^ 
lentz into ridicule, as may be perceived froin the 
titie^ and it was reprefented twenty i>five, times. i 

^ On all important occafions I repaired to my (ec- 
tioa* I alio at times fpoke there} for ariftooracy 
repaired thither in force,, and the patriots were in 
want of orators. I was one of the firft to infqribp 
my name in the regifter of the uationaL guard, to 
lurnifli my patriotick contribution, and to enter my* 
felf a member of th^ jury of accufation. Thus X 
fulfilled all the ohfcure duties of the revolution^ 
avoiding at th^ fame time all its brilliant advantages. 
I never fought after j>opularity, but the moment was 
now come when I was relu^ntly obliged to fbind 
forth to publick notice. 

^ The greater part of the defenders of liberty bad 
been fucceflively removed: fome by death;: others 
by corruption. The Court confpired open!y againft 
the conftitution which it had accepted. All the par- 
ties who laboured to deftroy it were afTured of tfee 

.f ** // mf fauMt du ctim f99r jwer cette fiice,"* 

fupport 
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Ibpport of the Monardi. I was one of that fmall 
kiumber^ of hardy philofephers whoy at the ^on-^ 
duiton of 179I9 had deplored the fiite of a great 
nation, obliged to ftop in the midft of its career of 
liberty, and to caU itfelf enfranchifed, m^lQe it ftill re- 
' tatned a court and a king ! Happy, however, in having 
Defbnned fo many ancient abufes, I had, like many 
others, heartily promiied fidelity to this emafculated 
confHtution, hopeing that time alone would produce 
a cure to our yet reniainii^ wounds, without augt- 
tation, and without hemorrhage* Yes ! 1 fwear by 
that Heaven which reads the inward fenttments of 
man, that if the Court had not a thbu£uid times 
tried to ravi(h our balf^Kberiy from us, I fliould 
never have expeded our entire liberation, but from 
time alone. But it became inconteftible that it con- 
(pired, and, not content with fomenting internal 
commotions, it called in foreign aid* In this pre- 
dicament, who could refiife to join the too feeble 
battalion that illll combated for our country ? 

^^ From that moment I entered the lifts, and be^ 
came a party in the terrible contefl. Indignant at 
the manoeuvres of thofe nobles who, in order to re- 
eihibliih the mofl horrible abufes, were endeavouring 
to arm Europe againft their native land, I appeared 
at the bar of the Legiflative AfTembly on the 25th 
of December, 1792, and prefented ma petition contn 
Us Princes (my petition againfl the Princes). Both 
in the fenate, and throughout the empire, the effe£l: 
was prodigious; and this, as well as two other pe- 
titions of mine, were printed by order of the At- 



iJnQbly^ . In Jaiiuaryi 1792^ during a difcuilioQ of 
the ^tmoft importance, 1 aifo appeared in the tri« 
biHie of that celebnited foeietjr, yifk^re I had hitherto 
rem^uncdmiitep 

** The gimei qq^ftion rcfpefting a wai* with Ani^ 
ftria waa bm aiiNvr ^diicufiH) and thia gave occafiOft 
to the iamqus fdhifin, between the R^befpkrrimn 
fitdscuTand the party of the Briffotines. I took part 
in this debate agatnft Robefpicrre) and reduced him 
to itlence.; froqn that moment he became my mortal 
enemy^. and let loofe a gang of calumniators againft 
the new ^r^iiiA I however obtained fome of the 
honours of thi6club, for I was eleAed firft, fecretary 
and afterw;afds vice-prefident. 

Rptand) Servan,: Clavierre, at this time were in 
admtniftration>. and I . was to have been appointed 
miniftcr of jufticc ; but on the preceding evening I 
was denounced at. the Jacobins as an emigrant—- 
Although. I vi£{oriQu(ly refutedi this aflerdon, and 
was liftened to with attention and applaufe, Duran<% 
thon. was preferred to this important office. By 
what ftrange fatality is the deiliny of an empire 
connefbd with that of a fiogle man ? Had. I been 
viinifter of juftioe, I (hould certainly have fided with 
Roland, pircicipated.in hia honourable d'»%race, ob- 
tained the puMick efteetn, been reftored to office 
with him on the loih of Ajiiguft, and then rcyalifm 
in Jifguiff^ thoclinevof have perpetrated the hor* 
jtour&of S«pte|nbe( on the cradle* of the repubtick; 
tb^ fafilono^ the Cor-deliers flioold not have .|»o* 
jiftbed' ih6 el^^oii ij/t the'A^ti«s«of< I^is by ineaM 
• \ " •* of 
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of terrour; the £ngli& government, unable to ex- 
cite its people againft u% would have fought in vaiA 
f^ a pretext to commence hoftilities ; Robefpierrei 
bad he not altered his tondu^ miift have fuccumbed 
along with Pache, Chaumette, Hebert, Marat, and 
a crowd of yile wretches in die pay of foreign pow- 
ers. The foundations oi the repuUick would theil 
ha¥e been laid I 

^ The n^inifter ♦ of the home department wifhtd 
to become acqujunted with me. War had been de* 
clared. The court palpably engaged in a lekgue 
with Auftria, betrayed our armies ; it was abfolutely 
neceflary to enlighten thepepple on the fubjeS of fo 
many different plots, and I accordingly became editor 
of (La Sentinelle) The Sentinel f. The mini- 
fter bore the expence, and of fome of the numbers 
upwards of 20,000 were printed. Thofe who have 
ftudted Paris and the departments are well aware of 
the fervice of this journal to France at that epoch, 
when foreign powers, emboldened by their internal 
connexions, menaced a total overthrow. 

" When Dumouricz, wifhing to reign alone, pro- 
cured the minifters Servan, Claviere, and Roland, 
to be turned out, his friends attempted to corrupt 
me with the offer of the cmbaffy to Conftantinople ; 
but in the very next Sentinel I attacked the conduft 
of this minifter, and from that moment I heard no 



• Rolatvd. 

f This was what U termed Un Journahaficb/y being polled on 
the walls, Sec. 

O mot^ 
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more of my diplomatick miffion to the GttnA 
Si^nor ! Nearly at the fame period Gtakkt* MA 
Briifot wifhed to fend me as commiffibner to St. 
Domingo^ and on my refafii Sandionix arm af^ 
jlointed. 

■^ Atlatgth die infurre£bion of die lOdi cxf Aingtift 
took pisce, on WMdi occMton I contribute to jQure 
the Swifs guards, whom the fatellitte of Ofldtiofii^ 
i^ kid fled at firft» returned t6 diaffiiore, as icon 
as the en g a g ement was at an eiKL I made femai 
(rf" thefe unfortunate foreigners file alonng the win- 
dows of die Afiembly, whence diey pafled into A'e 
diplomatick committee-room, in theclofets df whidi 
diey Were concealed by Brifibt and GtnGHuiS^^^ 
Dtotbn appealed, when the yi<%ory was-decIaM, at 
Ae head of the battalion of Matfelhis^ armed with 
a large fibre, as if be hiad been the Y^tto of die d^y ; 
as to Robeipierre, ft ill ,more cowardly .and hypocri- 
tfcal, he dared not to fhow his face untH four*and' 
twenty hours affer the xombat j-Htbis, however, did 
not prevent him from attribiltifig to himfdf the 
whdle nlerit of the fucce& in the council of the 
tirnmum^ whither he repaired the next day but on^ 
ill order to aA the part of a defpot. 

* And 'on the 2d of September, it was he wbo 
menaced tis al). The frightful Robe^ierte pw* 
ftribed its fai'^die tribune; Marat pafled fentence of 
dcatk upon us. The puniflmient of Briilbt, Verg-. 
niaud, Guadet, Gondorcet, Roland, and bis wife; 
d»t ttf <iiodoiikk tad myfe!^ was ^ta decided upofi. 

Vik 
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?ile imjfbftors ! infamous royalifts ! were we then 
federalifts^ 

^ Soon after the firft meeting of the Convene 
lion, I denounced Robefpierre ;. fifty deputies at- 
isfled the hi£ks mentioned by me;- and the cow*' 
ard, thinking bis laft moment was approaching, 
came to the tribunej in order to demand mercy. 
Had but Pethion— whofe immenfe influence was 
not even then deftroyed, and whom I called upon 
&veral times— *had he but told publickly one quar- 
ter of what he knew, Robefpierre' and his^accomf* 
^ice^ Marat, would have been inftantly decreed in 
a ftate olf accufation, and the Republick faved !-r 
The ftiture dilator demanded eight days to prepare 
a- reply : when this term had elapfed,he filled all the 
tribunes with male and female Jacobins; and al* 
though he ipoke for two hours, did not fay a word 
in anfwer. I hoped to have overwhelmed him in 
my rejoinder ; but the Girondijis arofe along with 
the Mountain^ m order to prevent me from being 
heard, as they imagined our triumph complete.— 
7 his, however, did not prevent me from writing, 
and I accordingly publifhed what I intended to have 
faid, under the k)xm of a letter addrefTed to Maxi^ 
milian Robefpierre and his Royalijis (A Maximilien 
Robefpierre et a fes Royalijies). 

** Nearly at the fame time Buzot and I attacked 
die faftion in the moft fenfible part* We demanded 
and obtained the decree for the expulfion of the 
Bourbons. A revolt on the part of the Jacobins, 
the Cordeliers, and the Commune, forced us to re- 



14^8 JEAN BAPTI8TE LOUTET> 

peal Jt^ but it was attended at leaft with^this ad- 
vantage, that the motives of the Mountain were 
now di(covered. 

^ AfTuredly I had well earned the honour of being 
expelled frooi the Jacobins, and my name was ac- 
cordingly erafed on the fame day with that of Ro-> 
land and many other patriots* 

*^ At the trial of Capet, Salle ^oved the appeal to 
the people; I fupported him: my reafons are publick, 
and it is now eafy to decide whether niy predi^ooi 
have not been verified by events. 

" At length Dumouriez joined the Orledns' party, 
and thus threw his weight into the fcak of our ene- 
mies. The loth of March was not far off, stnd the 
heads of twenty-two deputies were promifed on diat 
day to Cobourg ; we were only faved by the batta^ 
lion of Breft. This affair was in fbme meafure 
hufhed up by the Girondifls, for fear of driving t;/- 
cJent men into Jlill greater excejfes. On this occa- 
fion I drew up a denunciation of the plot of the lOth 
of March, but was not allowed to fpeak, and, as 
ufual, was obliged to have recourfe to the prefs*. 
All the conjectures hazarded by me, at that period, 
have become fo manyprediftions, ?^A it is impoflible 
to defcribe the rage of the confpirators when it ap- 
peared, I however was not fufEcIently fupported by 
the afTejtors of liberty on this occafion, and as I now 
forefaw that our fall was at hand, and our difcom- 
fiture inevitable, I was accuftomed to fay daily to 

* The title of this pamphlet isy A la Convention NationaU^ et a met 
Gtmmettans/ur la Confplratm du xo Mars et la Fallen tt Orleans. 

• my 
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my dear Lodoifka, — ^ Our friends nifli towards the 

* fcafFoId, and J would feparate mffelf from them in* 

* ftantly, were I not ponfcious that their party is that 

* of duty and of rirtue.* 

^ In the mean time Dumouriez, who^ iK^ile it 
lerved the purpofes of his ambition had been a ftaunch 
republican, now thirfted for our blood. An inhabitant 
of BourdeauX) who. happened to be a friend of Guadet, 
and was taken at the battle of Nerwienden, brought, 
us intelligence that the ftaff officers of Cobourg's 
army flattered themfelves with the expefbtion, that 
in a fhort time the heads of twenty-two members of 
the Convention would be cut o(E • Judge then 
of our furprife, when, a little afterwards, Pache 
appeared at the head of the pretended feSions of 
Paris, and prelented his iamous petition, in which. 
twenty-two of us were profctibed ! 

I had long anticipated all the.horrours of the 31ft 
of May: they occurred, however, at a time when I 
had almoft ceafed to expe£l them* On the night be- 
tween the 30th and 31ft the ftorm announced itfelf 
fo palpably, that I was under the neceffity of fleeping 
from home —A detached chamber, containing three 
wretched beds, but a fufficlency of arms, and inclina- 
tion for defence, received Buzot, Barbaroux, Guadet^ 
Bergoing^ Rabaut St. Etienne, ^nd myfelt*. At three 
o'clock in the morning we were awoke by the noife 
of the tocfin\ at fix we defcended from our garretj 
and paflTed along the Thuilleries to the Convention^ 
where threats only were uttered againft us. Next 

O3 dayi 
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day, a^I entered the ball, I learned that the female 
citizen Roland had been arretted* From that roo-^ 
ment I was convinced that the career of crime was 
about to commence: I therefore engaged the prind* 
pal perfons profcribed to re-unite, and we accord- 
ingly dined together for the laft time. Lefs occupied 
widi our repaft than the prefent critical fituation of 
publick a£&irs, we began to confider of our future 
co^du£t> Wfato the tocjin once more founded the alarm, 
and was heard on all fides* A- faioment after, (bme 
cne brought Briflbt the ^fe intelligence that feals 
had been put on all our papers, Notwithftanding I 
trembled left my Lodoiika (hould be arretted, I urged 
my opinions, fuoci^^Iy, but warmly. Henceforth, I 
fai^, we could be pS no fervice in the Convtotion, 
where the Mountain and the galleries would not 
permit us to utter a fingle word 5 our appearance there 
would only animate the hopes of the conipirators, 
who would be charmed to feize the whole of their 
prey at the fame time. There was nothing further 
to be done in Paris, . as it was entirely governed by 
a fa^ion, which had made itfelf matter of the armed 
force, and the conftituted authorities — // was a di» 
fmrtmental infurreliion which could alom favt all 
France f 

m 

" After providing for the fafety of her who was 
dearer to me th^ my own life, I fecreted myfelf 
during a fortnight^ at the houfe of an old friend, who 
in his youth had been attifted by my father : thlree. 
weeks more were fpent with a brave youngs maiHoa 
;whofe fidelity I could rely» 

«« In 
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^ In the mean time the indignant departments be- 
gan to talk of vengeance. Buzot, who had not been 
feized, and BarbarouXi who had efcaped from his 
iLeepers, were along with Gorfas at Caen, and 
headed the infurreftion of the Weft. I myfelf, hay«- 

. ing received pafiports from that place, left Paris on 
the 24th of June. At Meulan, we were obliged to 
change our carriage, and the new coachman proved 
to be a furious Maratift^ who was continually pour- 
ing forth imprecations againft thofe rogues ofdefutier^ 
who were repairing to the departments, in order to 
mflame them. 

^ Having arrived at Caen on the 26th, we found 
diat eight coak(ced departments had already fent their 
commifTaries thither, and their armed force was about 

. to follow. Wimpfen, the General in Chief, had 
hitherto confined all his exploits to fine words. I 
foon faw, and indeed he made no fecret of it, that he 
was nothing more or lefs than a Royalift\ my col-» 
leagues allowed him to be one, but added at the fame 
time, that he was a man of honour. From that mo- 
ment I perceived what muft evidently occur, and, 
had my wife been along with me, we fhould have 
taken our paflage to America, and been at this mo- 
ment, perhaps, in Philadelphia. 

" At length Wimpfen declared himfelf^ and pro^ 
mifed us men, arms, ammunition, and money, if we 
would but negotiate with England. The other de- 
puties now opened their eyes to the fnare laid for 
them, and the defection of the adminiftrators of CaU 
vados, and the acceptance of the new conftitutlon 
6 by 
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by the Primary Affemblies rendered our i|ay in. Caen 
ei^eiiielyvhazardous. We^ accordingly accepted the 
invitation of the Bntonsj who were about to return 
to their own country, and refolved to accompany 
them thither, armed like themfelves* 

^ After a few marches, we arrived at Vires, where 
having learned that the Mountain had arrefted aH 
thofe attached to us, I trembled for the fate of my 
wifi^f but ihe- arrived at midnight, moft unexped* 
edly, and thus jreleafed-me from all my fears. At 
Fongepes, the battalions feparated, and we proceeded 
with that of Finifterre to DoI,hopeing to be able to 
reach Quimper, whence Kervelegan our colleag[ue, 
who had gone thither fome days before,, would bf 
able to get us a pafTage to Bourdeaux. At Autrain, 
about two hundred Jacobins entered into a plot to 
difarm the federates, and fend the prdcribed deputies 
to Paris J but we dputJed the pofls and the patroles, 
and prevented the confpiracy from taking efFed^ 

" A little before our entrance into Dol, we re^ 
ceived intelligence that the Municipality had fent to 
St. Maloes for a body pf troops, in order to feize 
us; but we marched into the place with fcrewed 
. bayonets, and drew up in battle array before the 
town houfe. At Dinan, we were well received by the 
inhabitants, who furnifhed us with excellent beds ; 
next morning, however, the battalion began to dif* 
pute about us, and feveral obferved, that to prote£k 
|he profcribed deputies Was to violate the feiws. On 
this we fignified our refolution to depart by ourfelves 
^cxQb the country to Quimper i but they would not 

permit 
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pennit us, for they not only prefcnted us with arms, 
but alfo offered us money, and infifted that fix of 
them (hould accompany us as guides. Having fent 
my Lodoiika forward by the great road, we ftruck 
off at Jugon, and after a variety of adventures, ef« 
caping fometimes by artifice, and fometimes by dint 
©f refolution, we at length arrived at Quimper, in 
the neighbourhood of which we were conceded in 
the hut of a peafant. Expofed every moment to the 
denunciations of the malignant, and the daggers of 
afiaffins; imagining that my end approached, and 
that I (hould be dragged to a fcaffold, which muft 
inevitably have been the cafe, had I fiiUen into the 
bands of my implacable enemies, I was feized at 
this period with a fit of melancholy, and adlually 
compofed my death-fongj which I intended to have 
fung on my way to execution: 

Al»>— ^«7/oM au faiut de I* Empire, 

* Dcs vils opprcflcurs de la France, 

* J'ai denonce les attentats ; 

' lis font vainqueurs, ct leur vengeance 
^ Ordonne auffi-tot mon tr^pas. 
* Libcrtc ! Liberie ! rejois done mon dernier hommajc : 

* Tyrans, frappez, rhomme libre enviera mon dtftin : 

* Plutot la mort que refclavage, 

* C*efl le voeu d'un Republicain ! 

* Si j^avois fervi leur furie, 

* lis m*auroient prodigue de Tor $ 

* paimai mieux fervir ma patrie, 

* J'aimai mieux recevoir la mort. 

' Liberte ! Liberte ! quelle ame a ton feu ne s*anlme \ 

* Tyrans, frappez, Thomme libre enviera mon deftin: 

* Plutot le trepas que le crime, 

* C'eft le voeu d'un republicain! 

Et 
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•• £t toit qvTh regret je 4^Uiflet 

< AmantCy ii chere a mon coeurs 

* Bannjs toute indigne foiUeflCt 
« Sois plttt foite que U-doukur. 

^ LiberU! Liborti ! ranime ot fovtknt fon courage f 

< Pour toiy pour rooi* qyi*cilt porta It poidt de feaiottn {i„ 

* Son fein^ peiit»dtre» enfenne un gage^ 

* L*unique fruit de not amours 1 

*- Dignc (poiuie> sois digne m2re» 

< Prends ton eleve en ibn berceau IJ 

* Redit-luifou^entquesonpere 

* Moumt du tr6pas le plus beau I 

*- tSbaU I Libert^! qu*U t*offic fon plus pur hom^un*^!- 

< TyranS|tremblez» redoutez un cnlMit gMraiw t 

< Plut6t la mort que rrfday;^, 

* Sera k premier de fes Toeuz ! 

*' Qfii» a d^on nouveau Robefpierret 

< Ton pays 6coit tourment^y 

' Mon fils, ne vesge point ton pere^ 
' Mon fils> venge la liberty ! 
* Liberty I labert^! qu*nnsucc9S meiUeur racoompagAtf 

* Tynmsy fuyez^ emportez vos enfans odieux t 

' Plut&t la mort que la Montagoe^ 

* Sera le cri de nos neveux! 

* Oui, des bourreaux de TAbbaye^. 
^ Lcs succes affreux feront courts! 

* Un monftre ei!rayoit fa patrie, 

* Une filie a tranche fes jours ! 

< Libert^ ! Libert6 1 que ton bras fur eux fe promene f 

* Tremblczy tyrans, tqs for£aits appelent nos vertus ! 

^ Marat eA mort cbarg^ de haine^ 

* Corday vit aupres de Brutus i 

' Mais la foule fe prelTe et crie ; 

< Peuple infortun^> je t*entendst 

< Adieu » ma ^milUe ch^rie, 

* Adieu> mes amis de vingt ans! 

' Libeit6( 
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'c Libert6 t libdtfy pardonne k k loulrabufSe ! 
< Malty vous tyiMM ! le Midi peut encore vput punlri 
< Mbi je in*en yais <Ians TElyfee, 
-• AVec Sydoey, xn'entretenir I * 

'^ At length an opportunity oflfered to tStSt our 
•ticape: it w^ impoffible, howorer^ to carry oiy Lo- 
ioifkk along iivith me. I therefore badeher adieu, and 
embarked on board a finall veflel, along Vith Gau« 
det^ Busot, Pethion, and Barbaroux, for Bourdeaux. 
Our dangers, however, inftead of being leilenedy 
feemed to redouble. We were conftantly ia immi* 
sent da^t^ of beilfg taken -l^ the Engtifli, iii which* 
cafe, to avoid all fui}>tctOn of collnfion with "OUr itn- 
placesible eneiiiy^ We had determined to put oorielrel^ 
to death, rather dtui fiiH into their hands. Athene 
time, we fdl in wiA ^he Brdl Beet; at another, we 
were nearly forced lyy a ftohn to take refoge at Ro- 
cSielle, ^ere w^e frouM inftahtly have been recog* 
nifed, and when at length we joined the conroy, 
which we intended to haye (ailed with origindly, the 
captain of one of the frigates eagerly enquired if 
there were any pafTei^ts oh board. We arrived at 
length, however, in the river of Bourdeaux, and to 
avoid being fearched by the men of war, or (topped 
by the gaitifon of Fort dc Bbye, wfc went on (bore 
at Bee d'AmbcZj in the yawl, which was fo fmall 
as to endanger our lives. 

« We were now in this famous departnient of the 
Gironde ^ and hem, we not only deemed ourfelves in 
perfect furety, but in a ittuation to con>bsit the ene- 
mies of our country. In Ihort, we had nearly 

kxidt 
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knelt down on landing, and kifled the earth we 
longed fo much to behold. 1 unhappy mortals ! 
your joys are fometimes as ill-founded as your for- 
rows! 

^ The manfion where we intended to refide, and 
which was at fome diftance from the city, belonged 
to ^ relation of Guadet j but nobody being at home 
to receive us, we were forced to repair to a forry 
ale-houfe. There we learned, that the Maratifts 
had attained the fuperiority at Bourdeaux i that the 
members of the municipality and department had 
betaken themfelves to flight; that Chateau-Trompitte 
and Fon^BhyCj had furrendered, and that the depu- 
ties of the mountain had entered with a bpdy of 
tsxx>ps. Our arrival was foon buzzed about, and 
we were obliged once more to provide for our fafety* 
Guadet and Pethion, fallied out for that purpofe, 
^yat they ^could not find any one courageous enough 
to entertain us during even a Angle night ! What 
added to our confufion^ was the intelligence, d)at 
troops and cannon, were adually fent agaihft us, and 
this was really the cafe, for they arrived immediately 
after our departure* 

" Having crofled the Dordogne in the ferry-boat^ 
we learned that fifty horfemen were in purfuit of us ; 
we therefore took refuge in a quarry where we re^ 
mained in fafety, for as it happened to be a Suhday, 
the labourers were not at work. There we held a 
folehin confultation, and foon perceived, that in order 
to efcape, it would be abfolutely necefTary, to divide. 
PctiOn and Buzot, agreed to. wander together, I 

knew 
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knew niJt whither; Salles and Guadet refolved to 
repair towards Landes ; Barbaroux and Valady join- 
ed themfclves to me. Our fole obje6t was to gain 
time, for we deemed the frightful triumph of the 
mountain fo inconceivable, that wc did not think it 
poffible, that it could, laft for a fipgle fortnight. 
After embracing, we accordingly feparated. Barba- 
rouTi was to pafs for a profeffor of mineralogy, a 
fcience he was well acquainted with, his companions 
for two merchants, who were travelling" along with 
him, in order to fpecutate on the mines he might 
difcoven But merchants on foot, and travelling 
-during the night ! Fifty leagues of country to . 
pafs through, by the affiftance of fuch a fable as 
this ! And Barbaroux {o well known, and fa 
cafy to be difcoveredl The projeft was] def- 
perate, and prote6ting Heaven prevented us from 
carrying it into execution, for after walking four 
hours, we found that we had miffed our road, A 
rediory wa§ at fome diftance, and we refolved to 
knock at the door ; it was opened by a worthy con- 
ftitutional ^«r/, who inftantly perceiving that we 
were perfecuted men, received us with great hofpi- 
tality, and detained us for two days. At the end of 
that period, he conduced us to the houfe of a pea- 
sant, whofe wife was afraid to give us an afylum ; 
we then took refuge in a hay-loft, belonging to a 
farm, and there intended to have put an end to our 
lives, but Barbaroux, reminding me of my wife, and 
I recalling to him the image of his venerable mother, 
we deferred the horrid deed. 
*' At length I cam<? to a decided refolution, to make 

P m 
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an attempt to reach Paris, and rather encounter all 
the dangers of fo perilous a journey, than remain in 
the prefent horrid ftate we were in, 1 therefore in- 
v^antly threw away every thing that tnight encumber 
me in the journey; I ^ept, however, my national 
great coat, arfd difguifed my face under a littlejaco- 
'bite wig^ ; ifter this, having prcfTed Guadet and Sal- 
vies to my heart, I opened my pocket-book, and 
> -parting a few ajfignats with the-latter, wh6 was ftill 
rpoorer than myfelf, I fet off along the great road 
that leads to the capital. It was neceflary I {hould 
pafs through Mont-Pont^ and at break of day I held 
«^oyt a bad pafTporl;, for the infpeftion of the fentine], 
who luckily happened -to be afleep. Soon after thi§, 
I entered a fmall village, where I obtained a good 
i^re and a breakfaft, at a little publick houfe ; I alfo 
.found pen and -ink there, and by their means com- 
f^pleted my paffport, defer ibing the citizen Larcher 
(the name I had aflumed) as zhr^we fans-culottes. At 
.Muffidau,,the miftrefs of the forry inn, where I put 
Riip, endeavoured to difcover my fentiments, in the 
moft infidious manner, by praifing Charlotte Corday, 
.and abufing Marat, but I fwore in the true ftyle of 
Pere Duchefne, and menaced her with the guillotine* 
.Next day, when I had payed the bill, and wns pre- 
paring to" depart, flie went haftily ou^, and broiugjjt 
in an overgrown peafant, whom die called the citi.- 
.-zcn-mayor, who luckily for me could not read! 

" Perceiving I was likely to ^fcape, throughhis ig- 
norance, {he immediately fcnt /for the iProcur^ur^ 
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'• Syndic^ and ailually introduced the whole municipa- ^ 
lity one by one, but .1 fo plied them with liquor, 
v^hich I was now under the neceffity of calling for, 
and had acquired the confidence of the chief magif- 
trate to fuch a degree, that I was confidered by all as 
a moft excellent jacobin, and wifhed a good journey 
accordingly. 

" Nothing new occurred until I arrived at Peri- 
gueux, a very dangerous place for me, but I luckily 
gaffed through the fuburbs, and arrived at a hamlet 
called les Tavernes ;.. the keeper -of the ^Ic-houfe 
was afleep, and I had no fooner awoke him, and 
afked for a bed, than he demanded my pafTpcrt. 
. When he had examined it, he ihflantly difcover^d, 
that it had not been prefcnted to the conjiitutsd au» 
thorities^ at Perigueux, and threatened to conduft 
me thither* A carriery> however,, who happened to 
be prefent, interfered in my behalf, procured me a 
forry matrafs, for which I was obliged to pay before 
hand, and took me under his protedlion next morn- 
ing. After obferving that I did not look like a thiej\ 
he placed me , in his cart which had a tilt over it ; 
and as he was well known on the road, he condu<3cd 
me through Thiviers and Aixe, at neither of which 
places I was flopped, and we at length arrived in 
fafety at Limoges, which v/as his place of refidence. 

" Suppofing me one of the merchants who had been 
plundered at Bourdeaux, he concealed me in his 
houfe, for three whole days, until he could find a 
convenient opportunity to convey me to Paris. At 
the end of that time his wife, who trembled for tK^ 

P 2 COufec^^IVC^S 
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confequcnces, invented a ftory, in order to get rid of 
tne, and when I difcovercd the trick conjured me not 
to reveal it to her hufband. He himfetf arrived foon 
after, and informed me with an oath, that he had 
prevaikd on a good fellow of a poftilHon, to carry me 
all the way to the capital, adding, that I was to pafs 
as a fmuggler. Next morning by two oyock he 
'was at my bed fide, and after forcing me to affift him 
in dlfpatching a couple of bottles of wine, and filling 
my pockets with bread, meat, and chefnuts, he pre* 
fented me with a pair of woollen gloves, and a cot- 
ton night-cap, which I ftill have in- my pofief&oiu 
At break of day,, we fet forward, and having made 
a circuit, in order to avoid a guard-hcufe and fome 
military pofts in the neighbourhood, we at length 
arrived at a littk inn, where my new condudlor 
waited for us. After the other had delivered me 
into his hands, and repeated his recommendations 
a thoufand times over, he embraced, and even wept 

over me. I alfo wept. How fweet are the 

tears of gratitude ! — At length we bid adieu to each 
other. Adieu brave and moft excellent fans-culottes^ 
replete with generofity and fenfibility ; fuch ought 
to be, fuch wculd have been all, if wicked men had 
not perverted your minds } Should he in his turn, be 
ever perfecuted, juft God ! repay him in his misfor- 
tunes, for that fuccour he confei red on me during 
mine. 

*' My new guide^ poflefled courage, and dexterity, 
but his carriage, which proved to be a heavy old 

machine, was not fo well calculated for concealment 

as 
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as the former. Add to this, that we could only tra- 
vel at a flow pace, muft therefore be long on the 
road, and that I had no lefs than feven compa- 
nions ! All the feven too, were perpe- ' 

tually at variance, and agreed only in one point— 
they deemed themfelves honoured by being jacobins, 
and indeed, they were jacobins in no fmall degree ! 

" At the entrance of every town, at every guard- 
houfe, at every poft, at every place where paflports 
» were demanded, I was obliged to conceal myfeff un»- 
der the great coats of thefe mountaineers, and thfe 
petticoats of their wives. This was the only way, 
that a deferter^ (and fuch I pretended to be) could 
efcapc detedlion. At Bois-Remont, at Argenton, at 
Chateau-Roux, I efcaped with great difficulty, and 
the nearer we approached Paris, the ftrifter was the 
fearch. 

" We now entered a department, where I had 
been elefted by the" people, while they were ft'ill 
free; I had perhaps exhibited feme courage in ful- 
filling the duties they had entrufted me with, and I - 
was returning to them, in difgtiife, a fugitive, and a 
profcribed man. Orleans, the chief town of the dif- 
trift, through which we were to pafs, coqtij b cd my 
moft bitter enemier — if one of them pertS^red me 
I was loft for ever \ 

*' On our arrival the gates were ftill fhutj by way 
of= precaution, for daring the preceding night a 
domiciliary vijit had taken place, and forty Louve^ 
iines^ had been arrefted, and were ft>on to meet their . 
doom. Thus my very name led to deftru&ion. 

P 3 After 
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" After undergoing the ufual examination, we 
paiTed through, and were preparing to leave the 
place by the gate of Bannier, when we were again 
ftopped. One of the company remarked, that our 
paflport had already been examined j *' that is not 
fufEcient," cried the officer aloud, " all the paffen- 
gers muft alight!'* Every male but myfelf having 
defcended,. the fame voice exclaimed, " the ladjes alfo 
«iuft follow !" I now thought that my end was 
faft approaching, for the women having neceffarily 
carried their petticoats along with them, one half cf 
my perfon was expoftd to view. 1 however found 

• 

means to throw fome ftraw over my legs and feet> 
and fpread a great coat around my body and head. 
Having done this, I drew out my piftol^ and pkcing 
the muzzle in my mouth, I gave a figh to my dear 
country, to my adored wife a tear, a thought to a 
remunerating Providence, and then waited for the 
a>yful period of my diflblution, for I had determined 
to draw the trigger in cafe I fhould have been diico- 
vered ! The jacobin fearcher however mifled me,, 
notwithftanding he trod once or twice on. my (boul- 
der, and adually toffed three or four parcels on my 
head. =^^^r this fevere trial, the ladies and gentle- 
men w^jpigan to confider themfelves as little better 
than my accomplices, refumed their feats, and the 
driver, who fully expected to b^ guillotined, rejoiced 
exceedingly when he found himfelf again fafely 
mounted on his horfe. 
/'At Etampes tfeje carriage w^s onee more fearchcd', 

but no.t.wijb Cudi; rigorous fcrupulofity, as at Or- 
• leans ^ 
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leans ; to make amends for this, however, we were 
flopped in the middle of the ftreet, until the troops, 
who were drawn out to do honour to one of the 
deputies of the mountain, had idled off> and what 
added not a little to my terrour, this fame deputy^ 
who proved to be no other than ♦**♦*♦, was 
my moft bitter enemy. Had this brigandy urgedby 
the genius of malevolence, advanced but a few (leps 
further, he muft undoubtedly have difcovered me— 
what joy for him ? what- a prefent for the foreign 
kings, fnd the kings cf the mountain ! 

" To avoid detection, I pafled that night in the 
liable ; next day, we dined at the eroix de Bernis^ 
'w^ere I was once more fubjeiled to great upeafinefs, 
by two travellers, one of whom locking at me, en- 
quired of his companion, if he miftook him for a ro- 
mance writer ? while the other, replied by a fong 
from my own Faublas : 

" Ell-cc crainte, cft-ce indifference ? 
** Je voudrois bien le devenir,*' &c. 

" On recolle6ling, however, that it was not by 
pleafan tries of this kind that an enemy would make 
me comprehend I was difcovered, I became eafy, 
and in this fituation of mind continued my journey 
towards Paris. 

" The vifit at the barriers frightened us all, and 
we' had adopted a variety of precautions; but they 
proved unneceflary, for we were allowed to enter 
the capital without a fmgle queftion being afked us. 
In Rue d^Enfer I thanked my fellow travellers a 
tlioufand times, aad alighted under the walls of the 
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Chartreux, in a place but little frequented. * Brave 

* man/ faid I t6 the poftillion^ * you have run 

* great rifks, but God is my witnefs that you have 

* done a good aftion. I wifli it were in my power 

* to recompenfe you according to my wifhes I '— 
On faying this I prefented him with my laft ajfignat 
o( 100 franks, and added a gold watch of fix timesf 
tfie value. He then (hook me heartily by the hand, 
and declared that he would have been contented if 
he had never received a fingle yi/; he even^i(hed 
to embrace tne at parting, but I fignified to 'hfm 
how imprudent it would be, and he accordingly 
defifted. 

" At two o'clock in the afternoon of the fixth 
of December, I got into a hackney coach and went 
in fearch of my Lodoifka. ' If I do not find her,* 
£iid I to myfelf, ' I fhall at leaft procure an afylum 
^ with friends who are attached to riie, and whom 

* I have known for twenty years. They doubtlefs 

* imagine that I have periftied, and they will weep^ 

* with pleafure on feeing me return fafe and found. 

* Why then does not my heart palpitate with joy f 

* and what is this melancholy prefentime^t that 
' now overwhelms me? '» 

" Such were my ideas when difchargtng the coach 
I knocked at a certain door, and alked if Citizen 
Bremont (for fo I (hall call him) lived there? A 
fon of one of the deputies, wlx> had brought the boy 
along with him frequently to. the affembly, appeared j 
and anfwered me in the negative, at the fame time 
pointing to the place to which he had removed^ 

and 
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and obferving that his father, whofc foot I heard, 
as he came forward, could inform me more on this 
fubjeS* I did not wait for his arrival, but in- 
ftantly precipitating myfelf down ftairs, was in the 
ftreet in aT moment. By the aififtance of a female 
fervant, I at length found the houfe, and the firft 
voice that I heard was that of my Lodoifka. I enr 
ter — I rufli into her arms; flie utters a (hriek> 
throws herfelf at my feet, which (he embraces 5 
then rifes, prefles me to her heart, and burfts into 
tears. I no longer know what dread is, amidft this 
delirium of joy. O God ! thou haft compenlated 
me for all my fufFerings ! thou haft rewarded me for 
all my labours t 

" The miftrefs of the manfion, the nephews, the 
niece, make their appearance; they all weep with, 
and embrace us. 

^ At length I am permitted to take fome repofe ; 
but as it was neceflary that frefti linen ftiould be pro- 
cured, my wife leaves the apartment, and returns 
foon after with a melancholy afpecSl, obferving, that all 
the young people hjid fled from the houfc, particularly 
the girl, whom we had always treated like our own 
daughter, and to whom, in better days, we intended 
to have left our little all. At half an hour after ten 
o'clock, I was awoke from a profound fleep by my 
wife, who faid, * My dear friend, mufter up all your 

* refolution. for you never had fo much occafion for 

* it as at this prefciit moment, as 1 am now to an- 

* nounce to you the moft cruel, and perhaps the 

* moft uncxp^CLcJj of all your misfortunes. Bre- 
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* mont, who has juft returned, gives you half an 

* tffur to leave this apartment ; for theft are his own 
^ exprefs words. It is the companion of your father, 
•• it is he who (iw jcxjl born, it is our ancient friend,. 

* who refufes to entertain — ^who dread J? to fee you, 

* and who will fend us both to the Place d^ la Re-- 
'^' volution "^f * 

" tat firft thought that this could be nothing elfe 
than a dream; however, my furprife was inftantly 
fucceeded by indignation; but my Lodoifka, in footh- 
ing accents, affuaged my fury, by offering to 'die along 
with me. At length I told her, in a calm but re- 
folute tone of voice, that as after the retreat was 
beaten^ it was impoflible to walk the ftreets in fafcty 
without a civick card, I was determined not to ftir 
*that night. As to Mr. Bremont, if he was afraid, 
he might fleep from home, for he could find ho dif- 
ficulty in procuring a bed from feme friend. There 
was indeed another way of getting rid of me,-^n- 
ftead of fending me out to meet with my afTailinSy-he 
might bring them to me. 

" On hearing this repeated from thre mcuth of my 
wife, he inftantly turned' pale,, fal lied forth, and 'did 
not return for two.diiys. — ^ O Gaudet!*^ exclaimed 
I, ' my poor Gaudet ! you complained of your 
friends; I wifli you had but feen mine ! * 

'' Next day, before feven o'clock in the evening, 
the fame-gallant young manj who had already, con- 
cealed me fome-time before my departure for Caeii) 
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took me once more ujider his proteftion ; but he 
could only keep me three 'days, on account of a 
Maratift who lived in t"he adjoining apartment. One 
of my wife's friends then received me ; but (he took 
fright the fecond day. At the end of. that period, my 
wl/e herfelf, who had hired an apartment under her 
maiden name, came to take me away, although our 
new lodgings were not as yet ready. 

" The delicate hands of my Lodoifka, as it may 
be eafily fuppofed, had never beeaaccoftomed to lath, 
nails^ or plafter, in five days, however, fhe alone, 
without any affiftance {for, being ftiort-fighted, .1 
•could be of no fervice to her), finiflied zxoncealmentj 
.ib well, planned, arid fo artfully put tggether, that it 
^ight have pafTed for the mafter -piece of an experienc- 
ed workman, fin fliort, without previous informatioii, 
it was . irnpoffible to difcover that any body was 
ither^! Into this place i dathed in an inftant, when 
. any one knocked at our cuter door. The ' Geor- 
^ gicks of Virg.il,' the ^ Gardens of Delifle/ the ' Idylls 
' of Gefner,'— paper,^ pens, and fome provifions, were 
-all provided for me ;. and an inftrumenr, fomewhat 

like ,the valve of a pump, fupplied me with air, 
> whenever 1 had occafion for it. How many outlaws j 

on condition of being pecmitted to remain in this 
• place, would have undertaken never to have left it ! 
" This, however, could be no fccurity, in cafe of 
, an information^ for Amar, or Hebert, would foon 

have killed me, by fettin^ fire to a bundle of wet 

tilraw. 

^ « Luckily 
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^ Luckily there was ftill in exiffence a man, who 
during my profperity, Kterary and political, had 
never affefted to be my friend; but who interefted 
himfelf in my behalf, as foon as he, perceived me to 
be in diftrefe. Ten years before, I had done him a 
little favour, he now repaid it by a great one. My 
wife had imagined that fince it was become extremely 
difficult, if not impoffible, for us to rcalife our pTO- 
jeft of repairing to America, that the only place in 
France, where I could remain in fafety, was the dc« 
partment of Jura. F**** entered with eagerneft 
into the fcheme, and never gave himfelf a fingle 
moment's reft until he had accompliflied it. In lefe 
than a fcartnight, every difficulty vaniflied before his 
invincible aftivity. Accordingly, on the 6th of Feb. 
1794, exadHy two months after my return to Paris, 
sil things neceflary for the expedition, fuck as a pafs- 
port, carriage, &c. were ready. We parted next 
day at dawn; I fay, we parted^ for he accompanied 
me to the mountains, being determined either to 
cftablifli me in fafety, or perifli along with me. 

*' At the end of the Rue Charentorij I left my 
Lodoiflca In a hackney-coach, for fhe was determined 
to accompany me fo far, and it was prudent to prop. 
ceed a little way on foot, in order that the cxamina* 
tion at the barrier might be lefs ftrift. 

*' In the village of Charenton^ I met my brave 
fciend, who waited for me there, and we entered 
Villeneuve St. George together. A commiflary of 
the executive pov/er was in waiting there, in order 

to 
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to examine all the p^enger$ ndio tntv^led^ther JKr 
their own, or in ftage*coaclic»; helMil^-a ^^jaAka^ 
aiid might have recognifed me, butytMeiljr Air jbs, 
he did not diflionoar himfelf (b much as to examtae 
foot-paflbngers. We were only conduAed to die 
officer of the guard, who made no difficulty in pq** y 
nutting two foldiers to fuS^^two folditrsi for F*** 
y^ drefled in uniform. As for me, along wMi m 
hirgepair of pantaloons of black wool, I wore a fliort 
veft, of the fame manufit^re; an under-waiftcoaty 
of the national colours y a jacobin firatcb^ of black 
hair, made exprefsly for the purpofe : in (hort, I wat 
provided with the red boumt^ a pair of monftrous 
muftachios, which I had permitted to grow dunng. 
my (eclufion, and an enormous (abre> If in this- 
drefs I refembled any thing, it furely was not a • 
Mufcadin, All this, at that period, conftituted the 
habiliments of the greateft patriots, and formed what 
was called a complete Carmagnoh 
. *' During the firft ten leagues, we travelled on foot ; 
we then entered the ftage, and were foon after car* 
ried befisre the municipal officers. A member of the 
committee of publick infpeAion examined the pafs- 
ports, and detained mine, untila^l the other pafTengers 
had departed* He then (hook my hand in a fignifi^ 
cant mariner, and wifbed that I mi^ht perform my 
journey infafety. 

" After a variety of adventures, we at length began 
to fcale Jura-i and learned that the, road in nuny 
places above, was covered with three feet of fnow.-— 
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We proceeded, neveithelefs, and foon arrived at the 
place deftined for my retreat. 

^ If he had .deigned to caft an eye^for a fingle • 
roomentonme, theDiviviTY Himself would have 
enjoyed his own works. It was not perl»ps a ipedade 
different to his juftice— that of a free man, and one 
fond of every thing virtuous, at length fnatched fkkil 
theTwords of di£btors and robbers I 

** From the impenetrable afylum of the profound 
cavern, 5vhere I could behold, and touch as it were * 
the ancient Helvetia: at the firft noifc— at the leafl 
alarm I could precipitate myfelf upon a neutral ter- 
ritory, and no fooner had the efnemy difappeared, 
than I might refume my retreat, and re-enter the 
bofom of my country. 

** All was folitude around, but love and hope were 
ilill left me. For the firfl fix weeks I heard but 
once from my wife; five more pafTtd away in 
mifery little (hort of defpair, when on the 2i& of 
May-^a day J fhall ever remember— a man, who 
was like myfelf a vidim of tyranny, a friend'whom 
I had got acquainted with amidfl thefe woods and 
feftnefTes, carri:jd me along with him, under I know 
not what pretext, to f|^ rising ground at fome confi- 
de rable diflanee. 

' You permit your chagrin to get the better of 
' you,' fays he, * and yet your misfortunes are far. 
^ from being certain. I could lay any wager, that 
^ you will fee your wife in a very (hort time !' 

" Never, citizen i never, 

« On 
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'*^ Oa this he flopped, and fixing his eye on fortife 
rfiftant objefty proceeded thus :-*-^ I behold an ojien 

• chaife, in which are feated a female^ and a pei*- 

• fon who condirfts her: it is perhaps your iJ^- 

• doifka.'— In the meart time the carriage approaches, 
the whip of the driver cracks, and in 7t few minute 
a voice— Great God! that of one of thofe celeftial 
fpirits depidled by Milton, would not have left a Sore 
ravifhing impreffion on my ear— cries out, S'iop ! — 
1 inftantly ftart forward 5 it is Lodoiflca, who 
ifprings out — ^who jumps into my arms. What a 
delightful burden f 

** Alas ! however, (he remains with me but three 
days; at the end of that period, fhe returns once 
more, and brings me moft extraordinary intelligence. 
It is then certain that there exifts a remunerating 
Providence ! Chaumette, La Croix, Marat, all their 
vile accomplices, all my cruel perfecutors, are no 
more ! But what do Hay ? the moft cruel of them 
ff ill breathes 5— he reigns — he tyrannifes. 

'' O God, if it be thy will, above all things fave my country !*' 
** DieUf si tu vouloiSy avant tovt Jauver mon pays /" 

[TTfe above finijhed in fBe caverns^ on the 2ld 
af July^ 17943 ^ fi"^ ^^y^ before the fall of Robe^ 
Jpierre.] 

After beings thus profcribed, a fugitive, in diftrefs 
for bread, deftltute of money, and often devoid of 
friends and confolation ; concealed fom^times in the 

0^2 gcoUo^^ 
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jpottoes of the Gironde, and fometimes in the ca- 
Terns of ♦ Jura; Louvet had the good fortune to 
fiirvive Robefpterre, and foon after the Thernudonan 
fUvoIutUn he re-appeared once more in Paris. 

Here follows a traiiflation of his celebrated letter 
to the Convention : 

« 20th Frimairey ^d Tear of. th£ RepuilLl^ 
w cne and indiviJibU. 

** RepceientativeS) 
" At the voice of the liberators of the 9th Thet- 
midor, the republicans arife from their tombs ; I alfo 
dettiand that you fhouid reftore me to the ule tJi firt 
and water f • 

^' Hebert muftered all his blood4iounds; Padie 
denounced me; Henriot armed himfelf againft youy 
in order to feize on me; Couthon decreed my ar- 
reft ; St. Juft enumerated my crimes ; Amar drew 
up my aft of profcription ; Barrere outlawed me. 

" The firft who pointed out to you the defpot ; 
the crimes which he had committed-r-the ftill greatei: 
which he intended to commit, was myfelK Will 
yoQ refufe me the liberty of repelling the calumny of 
the tyrant in your prefence ? Will you bereave me 
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• It was in the grottoes of St. Emillion, in the bcginniog of No- 
vember, 1793, that Louvet wrote the firft part of his work, en- 
titled «< Qiielques Notices pour L'Hiftoire, ct Ic r6ciit At mes 
perils depuis le 31 Mai." He finifhcd the latter part of it, in 
company with his wife, in the retreat which heJiad obtained ami^ft 
the mountains of Jura. 

f This alludes to the interdl^ion of thcfe elements to the fro- 
Jkribedi during the tyranny of the triumvirs and the cmperours. 

of 
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4^ thofe forms which were even allowed to Carrier 
himfelf ! No, no; you are juft^ for you are free. 

** Amar and Barrere are ftill among you ; oblige 
them, for the Hrft tiqie,. to look their viftim in the 
face; conftrain them at length to accufe me, when 
I myfelf am prefent -, not- before the troop of aiTaiEns 
: which they called a tr^unal^ but before judges, ac- 
knowledged for their integrity, impartial and unob- 
jectionable: lot a decreeenforce this folemn confron- 
tation between. them and me, and I fhall bafien to 
obey it, 

5^ I mention not the thousand perils, the innume- 
liable misfortunes which I have furvived, as fo many 
others have endured ftill greater than myfelf. As 
for me, fometimes at the bottom of fubterraneous 
abodes, and fometimes on the ridges of mountains, 
wandering, abandoned, profcribed, but alone, and 
free, I was at leaft enabled to proteft aloud againft 
tyranny. 

" Thofe worthy miffionaries of the people muft 
have doubtlefs fufFered ftill more, as fome of them, 
from their love of liberty, have been loaded with 
fetters, while others, remaining in prefence of the 
oppreftpr, and under his very arm, which always 
afliuned a menacing afpeft, patiently prepared, and 
generoufly expected the moment to arife, and preci- 
pitate him. 

" It is not becaufe you are about to terminate my 
diftreffes, that I now thank you j but I thank you 
in common with all France, that you have faved our 
country. Happy are they, who, opprefled on her 

Qj account, 
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account, may now refume the hope of fcrviiig her 
once more along with you.** * . , 

The legiflature, confclous of the injuftlce that had 

been done him, under the late tyranny, admitted the 

ex*member into it» boibm ; but as his fortune lad 

•been entirely ruined by the difafters of the 31ft" ef 

-May, the reprefentative of the people did not deem 

4t difhonourable to earn his bread by his induftry. 

He accordingly opened a bookfeUer*s {hop, where 

he not only fold his own works, but took in Aib- 

fcriptions for the journals, &c* Until his d^Sith^ 

which occurred fuddenly,, in the fummer of 1797. 

Louvet was exactly five feet fix inches in height^ of 
a fallow complexion, and rather harfh features.-— Being 
a miopSj he was obliged to wear fpediacles. But if his 
perfon was forbidding, his wit was keen, his pen at 
once mafculine and fatirical ; his eloquence bold and 
infmuating j daring, and at the fame time correct. 

FERMONT, 

Was a republican of fome talents, and confiderable 
energy. He was generally confidered, as attached 
to the party of the mountain^ and filled an important 
ftation at one very remarkable period of the revolu- 
tion, having appeared in the fame charaSer in the 
French, that lord prefident Bradfhaw did in the 
EngliA commonwealth: for on the 26th December 
1792, he prefiSe'd in the National Convention, when 
• Louis XVI. appeared as a culprit at its bar, 
^ It vv^as a dreadful epoch. The patriots had le* 
■ veiled thfe courtiers with the du(l, and they now 
4 ' began 
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began to contend with each other. The prcfident 
mud be allowed to have been placed in a delicate 
fituation y for it is no eafy tafk to regulate the pro- 
ceedings of a numerous body, agiuted by ^contend- 
ing paffions^ inflamed to madnefs, and abated by all 
the rancour of political animofity. 

In civil contentions, it is no fmall merit to have 
efcaped cenfure ; this was exa£Uy the cafe with Fer- 
rnbnt) who, like many of his coadjutors, has now funk 
into oblivion. 

JARDOW. 

It has been long obferyed, that a man's countenance 
is the frbntifpiece to his heart, and yet that of this 
officer announces nothing uncommon, for it is broad, 
flat, and vulgar. 

A more extraordinary or a bolder warrior, how- 
ever, has not occurred in modern times, for if 
we are to believe his friends, he would charge an 
army of 20,000 men, at the head of two companies 
of grenadiers. ^ 

His aUes de camp^ his ordonnances^ his ftalF 
officers have been frequently killed by his fide. He 
never comes out of an engagement without having 
his clothes pierced with bullets ; he has had feveral 
horfes fhot under him, and yet be himfelf never 
received, during the whole war, fo much as 2if cratch. 
Thefe hair-breadth efcapes have rendered him daunt- 
lefs, and he gives out, that neither mufket nor can- 
non ball have any efFeft on his perfon, which can be 
deftroyed by a mine alone ! 

R 2 \Nowki- 
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Wonderful inftances of his peribnal bravery are 
mentioned in die French army^ and among other 
things it is pretended, that he routed 900 Auf- 
trians, with only feventy-five men* This is unconv- 
mon, but not altogether incredible, as a panick might 
have feized the enemy, or his feeble c&rps might 
have been miftaken, for the vanguard of a column. 

After what has been laid, it will perhaps be con- 
cluded, that he has been more celebrated on account 
of his btart than his bead* It is exa6bly fo, for 
Jardon is a good foldier, but an indifferent general. 

GENERAL MACDONALD. 

While many of the Britifh officers left the fervice . 
of France, when a war was apprehended with their 
native country, this and fome others deemed them* 
fdves ftill authorifed to fight for the republick. 

General Macdonald is a native of the ifles of Scot- 
land, and allied to the chief of the clan of the fame 
name. He was formerly in the fervice of Holland, 
but has been a confiderable time in France, and 
he is flill young, being not more tbm. thirty^fix 
years of age. 

He made a campaign with the army of the north, 
as general of brigade, and was confidpred as an ex- 
cellent officer, but he was difcharged by St. Jufl, on 
account of his name and birth, both of which fa- 
voured of ariflocracy« 

Souham fpoke in his favour to the pro-conful, but 
•he replied; " U nt nous fauf^ jjtie des republicains 

bien 
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Hen prMifices & Macdonald n^a^ ni la figure j ni U 
nom d'uH rep'Alican.*\ 

Sufpicion was carried to a dreadful length at this 
period, for the tribunal of Arras about the tunc, 
time, is reported to have entered the fbllowifig brief, 
but horrible fentence, on record: **N ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ fiup-'. 
fcnne JPHre fufpe^^ a eti €9ndamn^ i mort** It 
muft be allowed, however, on the other hand, that . 
die jacobin energy, which perhaps faVed France, has 
been accuied of a thoufand crimes, in addition to thofei 
notorioufly committed by.it4 

M. Macdonald, has had the good < fortune V^ 
furvive not only the denunciations a^tinft hnUt but 
alio his denouncers^ and b it thia mwnent a general 
of divifion in the army of the Rhine, 
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Louts^^ie Tufreauy ferved ori^nalljr in die 
ranks, and palled through almoft every gradatmt 
from that of a private foldier, to that of commander 
in chie& The ex-noHes at irft, were alone entruft-^ 
ed with die idtcn^ as they only were acquainted witt 
die higjher branches of die military fcience. Thtiii^ 
conduct^ however, did not akogether juftify expeda-* 
don, and die cry foon refounded throughootJEnuice, 
** let us tmply.fans'culottes generals, for dfef have 
an intereft in the profperity and advancement of the 
lepdMkk." 

The cooimittees of government at laft liftened ta 
die propofition, and a moldtude of Plebeian command 
defs ftartcdup as if by enchantment, many of whom 

11^3 have 
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hare performed eminent fcrvices in favour of their 
country, while others, by their ignorance and pre- 
fitmption, have only proved inftrumental to its misfor- 
tunes. 

Turreau being feleded as the officer moft likely to' 
put an end to the Vendean war, in the courfe i£ 
which, he had already diftinguiflied himfelf^ in a 
fubordinate fituation, repaired to Paris, on purpbfe to 
confult with the higher powers. By them, it was 
determined, to pierce the infurgent diftrids in difie*' 
rent dire£lions, and carrying fire, havock, and devaf« 
tfttion, evttj where along vnih them, to unite in a 
central pointy in order to render all refiftance ineffec- 
tual. ^Thit was nearly the plan conceived by die 
Engiifh government) with a view to fiibjugate Ame« 
rica, apd it was defeated exa£tly in the fame manner ; 
for in both cafes, one of the principal columns being 
cMtomfitedbyifae "^irbels/:! the whole fk^eSk ^as 
difooiicerted and abandoned* . ' i 

"..The new ^nerid, indeed, experienced fome tern* 
porary and fKU-tial fuccefts, but his troops had been 
flf-eady debauched by plunder, and to tbitt^ every 
l^illage proved a Capua ! It Mras otherwiii, axrbcriing 
to bis HWn account, with the inieiiiy whoih -Imi had 
iiow^figpppfe.' '- c-.'» ;■ .; 

'•'i*Xiwought,*'ftid.he.^ to attribute ifrpart^ the 
aflomihing fiiccels of tbe.Vendeans, to their fub-; 
mif&on, and their entire confidence in thd^vg^Mrala 
iHd'pridds. The hrtter, then confined ito it focai^^y 
vaafc, were ufefuli(^o^at<«t^ri3 the .cpmfti^f i«9^ 
Tfaeyaffiftcd^thetfJiieA rnoA pqp^f^JffiMttt^ 

f0l manoeuvres 
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manceuvres familiar to the apoftles of fiuiaticifai. 
They reprefented them every where as the faviours 
of religion and royalty ; as men appointed by God 
himfelf, to guide his people, and protedl his wor- 
fhip. 

** Thefe priefts had of courfe the gift of prophecy. 
They employed alfo the refources of magick, to 
influence by means of impofhires, minds heated^ 
and already too much difpofed to enthufiafm, and every • 
tiling that favoured of the wonderful) from their igno« 
ranee and fuperftition. 

^ Miracles were foon ipoken of in La Veniu : 
here the Virgin had appeared in perfon to coniecrate 
an altar piovifionally ereded in the woods ;-—^here 
the fon of God himfelf had defcended from Hea- 
ven to aflift at a benediction of the colours ; in 
another place angels had been ieen, adorned with 
their wingsr and rays, announcing and promiflng 
vidory to the defenders of the altar and the throne. 

^ Thefe fupernatural occurrences always happen* 
ed at night, and often on the eve of an expedition. 
They formed the chief fubjeS of the fermons of the 
day, in which the preachers, the miiSonaries of the 
party, warranted to the viftims of the battle, a 
glorious refurre£iion in this life *, as well as the 
other. To this was added the celebration of mafs, 

aiid the Vendeans intoxicated with all the poifons 

■■ ■ ' II II., I ■»■■■■ ^ 

* '< It is well known that the Veudeam bclieytd for a kmg tixne» 
that they would revive in three days after their death. Wives and 
motfiers uifed to preferve the bodies of their children and their 
1iaiband9'> icr^hispurpoib !•* 

of 
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t)f fenaticifm, quitted their churches only to rufli 
upon the enemy, and faced the greateft dangers with 
audacity, fure either to conquer, or to receive in 
death, the palm of martyrdom.'' 

" Another caufe," adds he, " contributed to give 
die chiefs of La Vendee that defpotick influence 
which was fo neceflary to enable them to govern 
a party compofed of many heterogenous elements. 
In this crowd of counter-revolutionifts^,- which a re- 
volt had rallied in Poitou, there were found men of 
founding titles, and individuals of high name. Thofe 
who had dire^ed the firft movements of the rcliels, 
and who for the moft part, were but fimple country 
gentlemen, knew how to avail themfelves of circum- 
ftanceS) fo as to maintain their pofition at the head 
of the party ; and they were much fought after 
and carefled by the high nobility, of whom they 
were only the foundatories -— the vafTals in the 
order of the feudal hierarchy, and who in other 
times, moft likely would have difdained their fuccour 
and aififtance. Thus we faw the Talmonts, the 
d*Autichamps, the Lefcures, &c clofely connfeded 
with obfcure beings, fuch as Pyron, Joly, Stoffiet, 
Charette, ^ and the former as well as the latter, 
deemed themfelves happy to i>e the lieutenants of 
the Beauchamps and the d'Elbees. 

^\ We ought alfo td place in the number of die 
cauies of the aftpnifliing profperity of the rebds, 
diat fpecies of madnefs, of tbriety, which they 
derived from unexpeded fucceflfes. Thefe wouM of 
couife ferve to augment their confidence in the ge«- 

nerals^ 
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nerals, whofe efforts and talents were daily crowned 
with vi<ftory. 

" Add to this, the critical fituation of £he Re- 
publick, whofe misfortunes their chiefs took great 
care to exaggerate j the rapid and vidorlous inarch 
of the Auftrian and Pruffian armies on our frontiers 1 
the little confiftency of our military forces, in the 
Weft; the hope to bring over to the rojralift party 
the firft generals employed by the Republick in La 
Vendee^ or, at Ieaft> to lull them into inadivity ; the 
frequent defertions of the trdbps of the line, even of 
oonfiderable parts of different corps fent to the banks 
of the Loire; the publick mind corrupted in all the 
neighbouring departinents in confequence of the cor« 
refpondence and manoeuvres of the agents,^ and the 
fecret accomplices of the revolted citizens ; about 
200,000 foldiers, half of whom were armed with 
firelocks, and already inured to warfare by frequent 
battles, or rather by twenty brilliant vidories, fo- 
connected by local fituation, and by the difpofition 
of their pofls, that if I may be allowed to exprefs 
myfelf, they feemed to form but one fquare battalion 
placed on a central point, the diagonals of which 
they traverfed alternately in maffcs of 3P,000, 40,000 
and 50,000 men." 

Such was the enemy the republicans had to con- 
tend with, and fuch the obftacles to the conclufion 
of the Vendean war. This war had now become 
one of the chief misfortunes of the flate, and a fource 
of infinite calamity. The Convention, aroufed at 
its difafters, paffed a decree for putting an end to 

it 
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it Within the period of lefs than a mondi ; an4 Bar- 
rere, confiding in the certainty of fuccefs, had al- 
ready declared from the tribune, " that La Veniie 
was no more ! ** 

The leaft check in the career of vidory, after 
this, was intolerable, and accordingly die indignatioi^ 
of the committees fell on poor Turreau, who perhaps 
wiihed himfelf once more in the rsOiks, when he was 
put under arreft, and transferred from the marquu 
of a geiftral, to a prifon in Paris. 

'He, however, was foon after permitted to remain 
in cuftody at his own apartments, and as the waftt 
of talents, equal to fo mighty a conteft, could alone 
be imputed to him (for he poflefled both zeal and 
courage) he was at length fet at liberty. 
* The high rank attained by Turreau, to the duties 

« 

of which he was wholly incompetent;, wiH of cobrfe 
prevent him from ferving his country in any inferiour 
fituation. Had he not been fo prematurely raifed to 
the fupreme military authority, he might in time 
have diftinguifhed himfelf. It appears evident, how^ 
ever, chat in refpe£t to his qualities be is better cal- 
culated for the leader of a forlorn hope, than the 
commander of a great army. 

M. d'elbee. 

The war of La Vendee has been the moft obfti- 
nate and bloody of any entered into by the new 
Republick. Commencing among the inhabitants. of 
Lower Poitou, its origin was fuperftition; its abet* 
tors were the priefts and nobles \ it was accompanied 

with 



If. I>'£tfiE£« 191 

with horrours until then unknown; and its duration 
may be Attributed to the ignorance^ the mifmanage^ 
ment, and not unfreqaently the injuftsce and feverity 
•f the generals employed to finiih it* 

Alarmed, inftead of being animated, at the cry of 
liberty, the very name of which they were taught to 
dread as a peftilence, the peafantry of the weftera 
departments flew to arms, in behalf of the clergy, 
who kept their mind^ in thraldom, and of their foig' 
neursj in whole eyes they w^re not confidered as 
men but vaflals, or, in other words, flaves. Such is 
the empire of prejudice^— fuch are the triumphs of 
fuperftitioni ' 

The diftri£b of Ploermel and Poitier produced 
^ <the rebels of Morblhan,'' who aflembled in the 
woods, and U^ their fields laid wafte, and thenifelves 
expofed to famine, mifery, and death, in order to hear 

Lavral et^La Gravellc, the forefts of LePertre and 
'La Gaefche formed the cradle of the Chouansj fo 
tailed fcom three brothers, originally fmugglers, and 
who naturally adapted all the ilrs^tagems ufually dif«» 
played in a contraband trade, to a predatory warfare. 
Thcfc were fucceflively under the dire£tioa of the 
Prince de Talmont, the Count de Boulainvilliers, 
and M. or rather th^ Chevalier de Pulfaye, formerly 
adjutant^general under Felix Wimpfen, and fmce 
commander in chief during the unfortunate and dif- 
graceful expedition to Quiberon* 

But the moft formidable of the infurgents were 
j)rQduced In the ialt inaribes of Poitou, a flat and 
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open country bounded by the fea ; interfered by 
canals ; difficult of accefe^everi in fummer j deftitut^ of 
carriage roads at any time; and in winter, abfolutely 
impenetrable to a regular army. The inhabitants 
yfcre markfraen, and- with them, as with the 
American riflemen, tviay tree, every bufh, erery 
endofure, ierved all the purpofes of a regular fbrti* 
iication. To the invader the country appeared de- 
folate ; but as he advanced, the entmy feemed to rife 
both out of the watev^mnd the land, amd attacked his 
troops with inconceivable fiercenefs. Were they 
routed i their retrograde movement was pierformed 
with wonderful celerity, and each individual, de» 
pending on himfelf alone, difplayed a dexterity 
equally calculated to furprife and aftoni(h his adver- 
faries, being often lik^ the Parthian, moft dreadful 
in retreat. 

A canal or marfli inftantly put a ftop to the re- 
publican foldier ; but thefe were the means of the 
royalift's triumph, for, with his mufket ia a fling 
behind, he would leap from bank to bank of the one, 
by means of a long pole, and crofs the other in his 
nioUj or little punt: after this, woe to his purfuer, 
if he appeisired within gun^fliot t Such were the men 
led by Charette. 

Of all the inhabitants of Frahce, the Poi^evin is 
the mofl: ignorant, and Poitou has accordingly been 
at once the cradle and the theatre of religious wars, 
and civil commotions. 

Li Socage and L^ Lorcuxy the farmer in PoJtou, 
3 • •'^ . an4 
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and the latter in Anjou, and partly in Britanny, form 
the diftri<% properly called La Vtndie ♦. The coun« 
try is fertile; the people poflefs all the qualities of 
heroifm, knowledge and humanity excepted; and 
they hoifted the white flag fo early as March loth, 
1793, but they had been in a ftate of commotign 
from die very beginning of the revolution. 

. M. D'Elbee> although elected generalijftmo^ h;id 
only a iingle vote in the fovcreign council at Cha« 
tillon, which confiftcd of Lefcure, Stofflet, Fleuript^ 
and Bcauchamp, and where Bernard de Marigny 
pr^fided« 

D'Elbee was a native of Poitou, and by birth a 
noble* His fortune being but flender, and his inte« 
reft fiu: ftom confiderable at Verfailles, he entered 
into the fervice of Saxony; but not* meeting with 
that rapid preferment which could alone gratify an 
ambitious mind, he retired in difguft, and on his 
return to France got a lieutenancy in the Dauphin 
regiment of cavalry. On being refufed a company, 
he once more threw up his commiffion, and withdrew 
to his caftle near Beaupreau. There, inftead of 
joinfng the partifans of liberty, as might have been 
expefted, after the flight that had been thrown upon 
him, he in fecret meditated an infurreSion in favour 
of that court which had treated his pretenfions with 
negleft. 

D'Elbee was admirably fitted, both by nature and 
education,' for the fituation to which he was deftined 



* At one time, this much-dreaded name included the greater part 
of fix Infureent departments ! 

S \>^i 
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by fortune. Poflefled of a ready eloquence, he was 
calculated to be the leader of a party. A confum- 
mate foldier, he prevailed on the Fendeans to fight 
in the manner moft fuited to the nature of the coun- 
try, and the genius of the people. He was acute, 
fubtle, and argumentative, at the council board: in a 
popular afTembly, his oratory was at once maieuline 
and perfuafive, and his action and tone were, always 
in ftrift unifon with his fubjeft; but when in private 
with the fanaticks, he affefted to be infpired, fore- 
boded events, and aftually prognofticated the inter- 
vention of the Divinity. It was a fecond ^tion of 
Oliver holding " holy converfe ** with the •* Agita- 
tors " in his army. 

In this part of his miffion he was faithfully fe- 
cbnded by the priefts, who performed niracles in 
publickj and brought down the Virgin from Heaven, 
to conkcxztcprovlJionalQhzi^^h erefted in.the woods; 
aflift at the benediSion of colours ; and promife cer- 
tain \\&ory to the defenders of the altar and the 
throne ! 

D'Elbee organifed and armed the military force in 
La Vendee, the inhabitants of which had begun tht^ 
war with pitchforks and bludgeons; but he was foon 
deferted 4)y Charette, who'iecame jealous of his re- 
putationV aiid afpired to the chief command. 

During the firft three or four months, he fpared 
his prifoners ; but at the end of- that period, he jiut 
them to death, artd, if his enemies are to be credited, 
prolonged their.cxiftence by means of the moft cruel 
tortures. 

Hap* 
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Happening to receive a wound at the battle of 
Chollet, -he took refuge in the ifland of Noirmoutier, 
where, being feized by Gen. Turreau, he was foon 
after fhot* This difaftrous hte occurred in the 42d 
year of his age. He was fo weak, that he was 
obUged to be carried to the place of execution, and 
died wrth. great firmnefs, equally lamented by ^> 
followers,, and' detefted by his enemies. 

By. the former he was in ^ome meafure adored on 
account of his zeal, his talents, his almoft uninter- 
rupted fuccefs, and his pretended communication 
widi the Virgin; for of this they had no doubt; 
They were taught fo to believe by the holy fraud of 
their priefls; and he himfelf had frequently demon- 
ibrated his divine miflion in fuch a manner as to 
filence the poflibility of doubt ! 

By, the latter he was confidered as aj^ccefsful 
demon — a Moloch, in the (hape of a man — who 
crefted his bloody altars amidft the groans of his 
viftims, exulted in their excruciating agonies, and, 
with a barbarpus policy, lengthened out their lives, 
that his diabolical vengeance' might be gratified with 
their . protracted fufFerings. 

M. GASTON, 

Ori as he is more properly termed^ M. de Gallon, by 
which prefix he claims the honours of nobility^ 
Was a native of the fouth of France. The name 
is very ancrent, and not unknown to the hiftory of 
his country; one of his anceftors was celebrated 
during the reign of. Henry IV. He himfdf was 

S 2 born 
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born in 1746, at Foix, the little capital of a fmall 
county of the fame name, fituated in Upper Lan- 
guedoc. 

Like moft of the provincial nohlejfe^ he endea- 
voured to illuftrate himfdf by the profeflion of arms: 
to fight for the Grand Monarque was the only em- 
ployment that a man of birth thought worthy of his 
deftlny; commerce (except in one ppovince alone) 
would have rendered him almoft infamous; the 
plough would have difhonoured him any where ; if 
he happened to be poor, it was with his fword alone 
that he was to carve out an income ! In this point 
of view he was a mere foldier of for tune ^ ready to 
fight in any caufc, and perhaps, from a congeniality 
of fentiment, incident to and infeparable from an ar- 
bitrary government, the greater part of the officers 
of the fipach army were far more indignant at fup- 
•porting liberty in America, than overturning it in 
Corfica, 

Gafton was educated with fome care, and being 
'- deftined for the artillery, had a fm^ttcring of mathe- 
•matleks. He did not remain long, however, in that 
celebrated corps ; for, at the age of eighteen, we find 
him in the regiment de Piedmont, PofTeffing a de- 
cided advantage over the officers of the line by his 
early purfuits, he foon attained the rank of aid^major^ 
which is fimilar to, but more honourable, than the 
office of adjutant in our fervice. In 1780, he re- 
ceived the commiffion of major; in 1789, at the 
memorable period of the revolution, when authorities 
of all kinds began to Iqfe much of the refpeft ufually 

attached 
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attached to them, he called his colonel out ♦, and. the 
duel, as iifual, being decidedvwith the fword, and the 
victory happening todeclare in favour of the infe- 
riour officer, the commandant quitted the field with 
a* wound, which although, in the language of the 
armj, concldfive as-to the pctHt of. honour^ did Jiot 
prove mortal. 

In 1790, he b^ame major in the regiment V« 
Hahiauhj having exchanged, moft probably, on ac-f 
count of the afiair juft alluded -to^ 

This corpf was ill difciplined, and Gafton,' in hi» 
turn, began to z&th^ A^rtintt, As there is no ar- 
gument like that of a blow, inftead of employing the 
circuitous road of reafon and perfuafiQn,*he recurred 
to his cane J which tahim was both (horter and eafier. 
This was not fo readily Jloma^d by thofe who had 
heard of the Rights of Man; and as they happened 
to be in a very patriotick department, and more than 
^«/£^i' at his ariftocratical principles, notwithftand-^ 
ing he had lately frequented the popular focieties, 
and afFe£led the language and manners of the demo- 
crats, they threatened him with the lanterne. 

On this occalion he had recourfe to a ftratageni 
that proved fuccefsful, and encouraged him to culti- 
vate a talefht with which he feemed peculiarly gifted. 
Having repaired to the jacobin fociety o|||8edfort, 
where the regiment was quartered^ he lamented in 



• His difputc with this officer, feems to have originated in very 
laudable motives : for it proceeded from his extreme fcverity, the 
colonel being what is termed a great difclplinarlan j in other words, a 
Sreat tyr^t. 

S3 the. 
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the moft forcible terms that many individuals of the 
HainaulTj were averfe to the new order of things^ 
and had a£lually confpired againft him, on account of 
bis patriotism ! 

Having thus clofed their Argus eyes, and lulled all 
their fufpicions to fecurity, the moment of revenge 
approached. An order was inftantly* given, to beat 
to armsy and when the foldiers were ailembled on the 
parade, he gave the word, for forming a circle. 
Then in the hearing of an immcnfe crowd of patriots^ 
iiiTembled on this interefting occafion, he delivered a 
^)eech truly revolutionary, in which, hi the moft ex- 
aggerated terms, he condemned the adherents of the 
ancient tyranny, and lamented that their manoeuvres 
(hould have proved io fuccefsful, in a corps devoted 
to the caufe of libirty. The foldiers, aftonifhed 
at what they now heard, began to imagine they 
themfelves had been deceived, and burning with 
indignation, that they fhould have been prevail- 
ei upon, to fufpecSt the principles of fo decided a 
jacobin, they inftantly gave up the agitators, who 
were marched from the field as prifoners, and con- 
duced under an efcort, to be puniflied at the next 
^arrifon. 

So convinced were the jacobins of his attachment 
to theiM^fe, that they interceded for, and actually 
procurdFhim the colonelcy of the regiment of Rouf-. 
fillon* The deception, however, was very grofs^ 
more efpecially as Gafton, who was of too intriguing 
a difpofition to remairf quiet, is faid to have carried on 
a correfponderice at the fame time with de Bouille and 

' La 
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La Fayette. Accordingly, his conduft foon gave oc- 
cafion for diftruft, and he is reported to have been 
betrayed by his own miftrefs, who tiappened to be 
more in love with liberty than ^ith him ! In con* 
fequence of this difcovjery, he found it neceflary to 
emigrate, and deemed himfelf peculiarly fortunate in 
cfcaping frona the territories of France. Having re- 
paired to Coblentz, then the head-quarters of the 
malecontents, he expelled to be received by the 
princes with open arms, but he was deceived. To 
the honour of the fure royaliftsy who, on this occa- 
sion, exhibit more honefty than policy, they will 
admit no equivp^l char^<£lers within the pale of their 
communion ; and thofe who have even temporifed^ 
are always confldered, as labouring under an almoft 
indelible ftain. 

Gafton, therefore, was not permitted to join the 
army of the prince of Conde^ in order to a6t with 
that little heroick band, which was denied the plea- 
fure of fpilling its blood in France, and has been 
at length relegated to the icy regions of the north, 
regardlefs of its claims, to participate in the unfor- 
tunate contefl. 

He was allowed, however, to difplay his talents on 
another theatre, the blood-ftained fields of La Vendcey 
and he accordingly re-entered France, and joined the 
infur gents. It was there, along with the d'Auti- 
champs, the d'Elbees, and the Stofflets, that he ex- 
pofed his life to daily hazard, in order to obtain re- 
npwn, and wipe away ignominy. In point of bravery, 
he had many rivals ; but h^ had few equals, in re- 
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(pefl: to the knowledge of taflics," the det^ls of frfr- 
vice, and the minutiae of dircipline. He was ac* 
quainted with' all thfe rcfincijients oPmoddm war&re, 
and no one' better underftood the ad\^antages of or- 
ganization. At the firfl: glance, he faw the folly of 
contending againft regular troops, by means of fcythcs 
and pitch-forks ! Fire arms were at length procupei> 
partly from the vanquiflied battalions, and partly 
from England; cannon too, in immenfe quantities*, 
were alfo feized, but they were cumbrous in a weoded 
country, and where there was not wood,' there gene- 
rally were morafles, fo that at la'ff they fdl into 
difufe : the muflcet decided every thing. As to tht 
bayonet, that fimple, biit formidable inft rumen t of 
human vengeance, it alfb, from local motives, was 
but feldom brought into a£tion. Unaccuftomed to 
its effefts, the Vendean preferred to fife from behind 
the {helter of a tree, or from amidft: the rufhes of ^ 
marKh. 

Among fuch men, the acquirements of^ GaJWn 
were highly prized, and looked upon as (bmewhat 
fupernatural ; more efpecially as he was generally 
fuccefsful. He confequently became one of their 
chiefs, and the republick holding the fword in one 
hand, and the olive branch in the other, was -at 
length forced to treat with him, and the other lea- 
ders ; he in particular received the promife of a 
pcnfion. 

Soon after Hoche, by a rare union of humanity 
afnd intrepidity, had put an end to the troubles of La 
Vendee^ a real or pretended confpiracy, on the part 

of 
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of the generals in the late infarreflion, laid all thejc. 
future hopes in the duft. . 

Some were imprifoncd ; fome executed. The 
fate of Gafton, is uncertain : had he been admitted 
to the crown of i^iartyrdom^ his death, would doubj:- 
lefs have been celebrated with the fame folemnities 
as that of Stofflet *, for he had made his peace wixh 
the French princes, and all his political wanderings 
during the early part of the revolution, were oblite- 
rated even in the minds of the Jlauncheji royalijlsy 
by his recent adHons. It is moft probable, that he 
cither remains concealed in the unexplored faftncfles 
of Poitou (the fcene of his former triumphs !) or 
that he is wandering at this moment, a fugitive, ii^ 

• A folemn fcrvice was celebrated for the foul of general Stofflet. 
The following is a copy of a letter which the prince of -Condi re* 
ceived from Louis XVUI. on this fubjed j it is dated Verona, 
Marcli 17, 1795 : 

*< I this inftant learn, my dear coufin, the melancholy news of 
the death of general StoSrttrt, a vidim to his courage, and love of 
his God, his country, and his king. 

" My regret is augmented by ihe impoHribility of pcrfonaily 
rendering the honou'-s which are due to him, from ali truly French 
foldiers. Supply my place my dear coufin ; caufe a folemn fer- 
vjce to be celebrated lor t.iis brave luan, and afTift ycmrfelf at 
the head of thofe valiant gentlemen whom I have confided you 
with the command of. 

<* A general exprelfion of forrow and efteem will refound from 
the banks of the Rliine to thofc of the Loire, where the brave 
royalids of the interiour, deplore at this inllant the lofs of one 
of their chiefs : it will teach the univerfe that good Frenchmen, 
wiierever they are, have hut one heart and one foul. 

*< Adieu, my dear coufm, you know my fentiments for you» 

(Signsd) *• LOyiS." . 
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fome country of Europe, that ftill dares to fhelter the 
enemies of the *^ great nation** 

M. de Gafton is now about iifty-two years old. 
In refpeft to appearance, his^ features are har(h^ 
he is (hort in ftature, but flout, mufcular, and ad- 
mfrably calculated for fuftatning fatigue, and en- 
during the- feveri ties of military fervice; 

His courage is exemplary, and his knowledge of -^ 
the art of war, fuch as falls to the lot of few in- 
fbriour officers. As a partifan, therefore, he muft 
be allowed to have poflcffed fuperiour merit. 

He is faid to be gifted in a peculiar manner, with 
the art of perfuafion, and if we are to believe thofc 
who know him intimately,' he has both te^irs and 
words at command, on every ocoafioii, when either • 
can prove efFeiluaL 

btysser; 

When Gorfas, Lduvet, Pethiori, Guadet, and feVe- - 
ral other profcrib.ed members, had repaired to Caen, 
in order to counteraft the mountain, by means cf 
a Departmental Insurrection, they found 
themfelves at a. great lofs for commanders. They 
were, prom i fed x)[i^. armed force of eight departments, 
but they wanted (kilful officers to command thcm^ 

AtLifieux, near Caen, they had an interview with 
BeyfTer, who offered his fervices to them. He had 
carried arms in the war of X^ Fendee^^nd diftinguiQi- 
ed himfelf againft the royalifts, in the affair of Nantes, 
on the 20th of May, He was a bad general, but a 
moft excellent partifim; a kind of colonel of Huffars, 

admirably, , 
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admirably calculated for a coup de maiftj and the 
proper man to lead a battalion^ with drums beat- 
ing and cotours flyings to* the fquarc^ of the Car- 
rouzel. 

Wimpfajn a noted royallft, by a ftrange miftake, 
was appointed commander in chief. He refufed to 
♦ employ Beyfler ; BeyiTeTj by way of revenge, en- 
deavoured to debaufch.the whole of the cavalry, and 
thinking diat this exploit had enabled him to make 
his peace with the mountain^ he returned to Paris. 
Being found however, to be one of diofe men, whom 
.even treachery could not trufty he was foon after 
imprifoned, and guillotined ! i 

lAZARE, ci'devant ST. meard, and his fellow-' 

prtfoners in the Abbaye. 

t Fortune appears-Tometimes to take delight in fport- 

"-ing with thedeftiny of certain individuals ; and in the 

.fate of fuch, we always become pculiarly interefted. 

The hair-breadth efcapes in battle; the romantick but 

t perilous events attendant on (hipwreck ; the critical 

' prefer vation ^ from the devouring element of fire ; all 

naturally adonifh^and delight us: for, in fpiteof the 

gloomy reveries of fome pretended philofophers, man 

is naturally good ! 

But if we are actuated by furprize, if we are faf- 
.cinated with pleafure, at the deliverance of our fel- 
low men, from difficulties that occur daily, how 
much more (hall we be aftonifhed and rejoiced at the 
efcapc of an individual, from a maflacre of St. Bar- 
tholomewj undertaken under the aufpices of a fan- 
3 gavn^x^f 
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guinary king, or a ftill more recent one, during tlte 
cxiftence of a bloody and ferocious anarchy ? 

Jourgniac Saint Meard, who, fmce the efti- 
blifliment of the republick, has exchanged this name 
for that of " citizen Lazare," appertained to the 
order of nobles, and refided occadonally at the caflle 
of St. Mcard. While the peafants were burning 
the chateaus of the neighbouring lords, his tenants 
placed a may-pole in his court-yard, and danced 
around it : this circumftance does him infinite ho- 
nour. The decree for annihilating feudal privileges, 
bereaved him ^ of half his fortune, and made him 
at firft difqontented with the new order of things, 
but he was warmly attached to the caufe of liberty, 
and hated on this account by his own clafs. Like the 
greater part of that body, he made tiie profeffion of 
arms his ftudy, and attained the rank of captain- 
commandant des chajjeurs du regiment d^tnfanterie 
du roL He was prefent at the affair of Nanc'y^ and 
experienced a feries of dangers during that eventful 
period, which more than once, had nearly proved 
fatal to him. The regiments du Rot\ Mejire dc 
Camp^ Chateauvieuxy and- feveral battalions of na- 
tional guards, nominated him their general, and for- 
ced him againft his inclination, to condudl them to 
Luneville, in order to take general Malfeigne from 
the Carabeneers. This was a trying occafion, and 
he had. a narrow cfcape, but it was nothing to 
what he was dcftined to experience a few months 
nftcrwards. 

Being, 
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Being, like moft of die miliury chiefs of that ^iaf^' 
an avowed royaliji^ the olpture^ imprifonmenti an4 
decapitation of the. king, could not be indifferent to 
him. He did not, however, attempt to efcape, and- 
become an emigrant : on the contrary, he appears to 
have employed his talents in literary coropofitionsy 
ia- favour of his party, and was a conftant corre* 
(pondent to what were then termed the counter'Te^ 
voluti$nary gazettes. « 

At length the reign of terrour, approached, aiti a 
few deteftstble chara£ters having acquire^ a prepon- 
derance in the capital, conceived the horrid plan of 
deluging it with blood* The municipality, at that 
time confifting principally of foreigners, took the 
lead i? this fcene of horrours, and caufed a general 
fweep to be made, of all whom they prefiimcd to 
confider as fufpe^ed perfans. St. Meard, among a- 
crowd of other unfortunates, was arretted on the 
22d of.Auguft, carried to the* Mairie^ at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and detained there until* 
eleven at ni^ht. His fubfequent adventures, will 
come with a better grace from himfelf than any 
other |)erfon, and they (haft be related as nearly as 
poffible, word for word. In addition to the intereft 
we are natiirally inclined to take, in the fufferings of 
an individual, here will be found a variety of parti- 
culars relative to this dark and Chocking confpiracy, 
and it Aiay perha^ps be permitted to add, that it con- 

• ■ ■• •' - • The refidehce. of the mayor. 

T talus 



t»a9 die inoft minute account hitherto piddiflied of 
this dHgraceful period in the French hiftorjr. 

f'j'ENTSNDS ENCOJtS LEUR8 ORIS ^ LBURS LA- 
MSHTABI^ES ORIS.'' MtTOfi. VolU 

^< After I had been arretted, two perfons, widwat 
dotAt mcn^rs of the committee, made me eater 
an apartnent \ one %f them, overcome with (m 
tigue iell afleep, the other a(ked me, if I was M^ 
Jottrgniac Saint Meard I I replied iadie afirmatiTe, 
on whidi he defired me to fit down, addiog^^ we 
are all equal— 4>e feated.*' He then told m^ ihat 1 
was fuipe£ted of being the-editor of L4 y^urnatJU Im 
C^ur it ii ia VilU^ and that Gantier, whofe name 
had been affixed to it, was a mtn man $f Jiraw. 
I offered to give him rsiy wordnf hon6ur^^StaX\m 
was miftaken, but he replied, that it was ndicurkus 
to talk now about honour *• He then told me, I had 
been accufed of going to the frontiers; I refdied 
that I had not been out of Paris, for twenty-three 
months. 

^ Are you acquainted widi M. Dufoibi, editor of 
Ae Gazitte de Paris ?" 

** Only by reputation— I never Taw him in my 
life.*' . 

^^ This aftoniflies me, for a letter from you, has 
been found among his papers^— it will not, however, 
prove of any difiervice to you--rit contains only a copy 
of the Ipeech you made to the tbaffeurs ol your 
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* '< £h ! Monficttfy U »*eft pluc queAkM de parole d*hon- 

company 



com()An7 during die infufrefiion of Nancy.— But are 
you not a chevalur dt St. Louis f "— -^ Yes, firr-" 

** Why do not you wear the crofc then ?** 

^ Here it is, I have worn k conftantly for the 
laft fix years.^ 

^ This^ is fiifficient for Uvday — ^I (hall go and tell 
^e conunittee that you are here.** 

^ Be kind enough to inform the members at the 
£uiie time, that if juftice be done me, I (hall be fet 
at liberty, for I am neither editor, nor recruiting 
officer for the princes, nor confpirator, nor denun- 
ciator.** 

A few minutes afterwards, three foldiers made their 
iappes^ance, and gave me a fignal, in confequence of 
which, I followed them. When we had reached the 
Court, they invited me to get into a hackney coach 
along with them ', and this being complied with, they 
ordered the driver to carry us to the Hotel du Fau-- 
hourg Saint Germain. 

No fooner had 'we arrived at this botel^ which 
proved to be the Abbaye *, than they prefented me 
along with a little billet to the jailor, who after hav- 
ing hoped as ufual, that my detention would not prove 
lengy caufed me to be condu6ied to a large hall, 
which ferved as a chapel to the prifoners under die 
old government i I counted nineteen unfortunates, 



^ A fiunous prifon> formerly the palace of the archbiOiop of 
Paris. 

T 2 extended 
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extended on coarfe beds, made out ot hemp.^ I ivas 
accommodated with that of 

M. SANGREMONT, 

■■■'■■ 

Whofe head had been cut off only two days |ie- 
fore I That very afternoon, when we were about to 
fit down to dinner, •%, 

M. CHANTEREINE, 

Colonel of the conftitutional troops of the king's 
houfehold, ftabbed himfelf three times fucceffively 
With a knife, after exclaiming* : " we are all deilined 
to be maflacred .... My God, I fly to you !** He 
died two minutes after. 

On the 23d I drew up a memorial, in which I 
unmafked the turpitude of thofe who had denounced 
me; of this, I tranfmitted copies to the minifter of 
juftice, to my fedion, to the committee of inlpe^bn, 
and to all whom I thought likely to feel ^i [ the ii^ 
juftice under which I laboured. \ 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, 

M. DUROSOI,. ' 

Editor of the Gazette ie jP^zr/V, became one of 
. the companions of our misfortunes. 'No fooner did 
he hear my name mentioned, than he^..exclaimed : 
" Ah ! Sir, permit a man whofe laft hour is ap- 
proaching, to open his heart to you." I ffieh cm- 
braced him, after which he read a letter which he 

* <' Nous fommes tous deilin^s a etre liiaflacros MoA 

DIeu, je vais \ vous !** 

5 bad , 



kad juft recdvcd, and whidi wis to the following 
porport: 

^ My friend) prepare for death ; you aro con* 
demncd, and to-morrow ••--.-. -I (hould 
die with grief, were it not that you know what I 
Ii9ve promifed you. Adieu/' 

While diis note was reading, I beheld die tears 
Sowing down his cheeks; he then kifled the paper 
federal times, and I could hear him fay, m a low 
tone x>f voice : ^ Alas ! (he will fuiFer much more 
dian'myfelf !" After this, he lay down on my bid, 
and we both &U afleep. At break of day, he arofe^ 
find drew up a. memorial, in his juftification ; it wa^ 
written with energy, but did not produce any &- 
▼ouraUe confequence, for his litad was cut off die 
very next day, by th^ guillotine. 

On die 25th the commifTaries of the jail at length 
permitted us to procure anewfpaper called le journal 
du Soir^ and a new prifoner, among feverat others, 
brought us one, in which I read a very violent para- 
graph againft myfelf, over-rating my fortune, aligning 
me an eftate appertaining to M. de Segur, and ac- 
cufing me as editor of an anti^conjiitutianal gm^ 
wttt ♦. 






* << MM. St. Mcabd kt BvAVMAKCHAriy ont €t6 ar« 
rdtes: k premier €tait auteur du journal fcandaleux qui paralf* 
frit fimt le titre de Journal & de la Our a de la Kille. II a eti 
ci^taiae an regiment' de roi f Se cc qu*il y a de remarqu \He^ 
€*dft qa*Q eft propri^aire de b terre que le iameux Montagns 
. poffedait prSs de Bordeaux. M. Saint MfAaD, jouit de pl«t 
J^ 4e 40,000 liv. de rentes.^ ^ ' 

p T3 \a 



210 LAZARE. 

In the facrifty of the chapel, v^hich ferved us at» a^ 
prifon, was confined a captain of the Swift guards ' 
caUed, '^ : 

REDING, ' 

Whofe arm had been broken by a mufket fl^otf 
on the loth of Auguft i befides this, he had receivei 
four fabre wounds on the head. Some citizens 
faved, and carried him to a ready furnifhed apart- 
ment, whence he was removed to the Abbaye^ where 
his arm was fet a fecond time. 

On the 26th at midnight, a municipal officer in- 
fcribed our names in a regifter, and gave us hopes 
that were not realifed in the fequel. . On the 28th 
and 29th more carris^es arrived with prifbners i we 
could fee them enter from a turret, the windows of 
vdudi overlooked the ftreet, Se. Margutrite. We 
afterwards paid dearly for this {atisia(3:ion* 

A perfon about eighty years of age, was conduced 
into our apartment on the soth* and flept along with 
.U9» The day after> we learned, that it was ' 

THE SIEUR CAZOTTC, 

Author of the poems iT Olivier^ Difible amounux^ 
&c. The gaiety of the old man, which bordered on 
folly, diverted us a little, from thinking on our mif- 
fortunes. He afFefted to fpeak In the Oriental man- 
ner, and endeavoured ferioufly to perfuade us, from 
the hiftory of cain and abel, that we were infi- 
nitely more happy than thojfe who enjoyed liberty. 
He appeared very angr/) that we did not betiere • 



Sit 

bini ; he wifhedabfdltttel; to make us think, that our 
Gtuation wa^ nothings more than an eriiahation rfthi 
apocalyp/eyiccScc*. I touched him to: the quick»l)j 
laying that in our prefent podtion, it would be. far 
better for us to treat \nfi?idiftinf^tionj than in any 
of his reveries. TwO[genJatyneSj' who came to con- 
dud him before the criminal tribunal^ terminated 
our dlfcuflion, . . • - 

In the mean time> I did not lofe a fingle inftant 
in procuring the atteftations neceflary to verify the 
aflertions contained in my memorial. I was aided on 
this occafion by a A-iendr— and fuch a friend as is 
ieldom to be met with, who, while my companions 
in misfortune were abandoned by theirs, was bufied 
day and night in rendering me fervice. 
' He forgot, that during a moment of fermentation 
and diftruft, he might experience the fame dflcs as 
myfelf, and that he would become (ufpedled, by in- 
terefting himfelf in behalf of a fufpefted prifoner. 
Nothing abated his zeal, and he has admirably proved 
to me the truth of the old proverb, " that adverfity 
is the touchftone of friendfhip." To his fidelity and 
attachment I am principally indebted for my life ; and 
I owe it to the publick, to myfelf, and to truth, that I 
ihould name this brave man : it is 

' M. TEYS^IER, 

Merchant, Rue Croix des Petits^Champs. 

Sept. I ft. On this day three of our companions 
were liberated : they were far lefs aftoni(hed at thfeii 
deliverance, than they had been at their iiiiprifon- 



ment \ kr diey were die moSt zealoot pttriots of their 
reijpe&ive felons. Several odiers were alfo HC* 
milled fixxa the adjoining apartment: among theft 
was 

M. DS JAVCCfU%Tj 

A member of the legiflative aflemblyi who had givai 
ia his refignation as a deput^^ fome time before.-^ 
My own fuflFeritigs now commenced* 

On Sunday Sept. ad, our jailor ferved up oar din* 
iwr fixHier dian ufual } his diftraded air andhaggard* 
tjres made us prefiige fomething finifter. At two 
o^dock, he re-entered die apartment, but was deaf 
to all the queftions put to htm, and, contrary to hit 
cuftomary proceeding, he took away all our knives, 
and made the nurfe who waited on Reding retire.*— • 
Half an hour after, the frightful noife made by the 
people on the outiide of the prilbn was alarmingly 
augmented by the drums, which teat the generalt*^ 
by three fignal cannon that were fired, and by the 
Ucjin t, diat was rung every where. During this 
period of terrour, we beheld the carriages, efcotted 
by an innumerable croud of furious men and women, 
who cried out, " A la Force ! A la Force ! % *'— • 
They were conducted to the cloyfters of iiht Jfbbaye^ 
which had been converted into prifbns for die piicfb* 
A little after, we heard that they had maflacred all 
the bifliops, and other ecclefiafticks,. who had been 
penned up in that place. 

* The call to arms. f Alannbell. ^d 9 

I We did not then know, bu^we afterwards kamed, Uut this 
was thr fignal lor fcndiDg the Yidims to execvtion. 

About 



About four o'clock, the piercing cries of a perfok 
hacked to pieces, with blows fr<Mn a'£iBre, brought 
us to the window of the turret, and we perceived th« 
body of a man bppoHte the gati of "our prifon^ c?c- 
tended on the pavement. A fhort time afterwards, 
.another was mafiacred ;..•••• and iMtiy mope in 
fucce£Bon. It is totally i^poffible to' exprefs the 
horrour of that profound and melancholy filence 
which reigned during thefe terrible executions. It 
.was only interrupted by the cries of thofe who weit 
facrificed, and by the ftrokes of the iabre they recei veid 
on the head. The momoit otit fell, a murmur was 
iheard, 'which was fucceeded by the ihout of Five la 
Ration.! — a thoufand times more frightful to us than 
the horrour' of filence. JDuring^the interval between 
.the mafiacres, we. heard them faying, imder our wih-- 
.dows,— ** Not one muft efcape— they muft be ail 
killed, and efpecially thofe in the chapel, where there 
.are none but confpirators." It was of us they. were 
talking ! and it is almoft unnecefTary to affirm, that 
we often wifhed to experience^ the good fortune of 
thofe who were (hut up in the darkeft and moft loath* 
fome cells of the Abbaye. 

At five o'clockj feveral voices uttered the name of 

M. CAZOTtA, 

and in a moment afterwards we heard a number of 
.perfons paffing along the grand Aair- cafe, the rattling^ 

lof armSj and the cries of men and women. It 

.was this old man, followed by his daughter, whom 
.they were conducing to death. The moment he 

bad pafTed the wicket, that courageous young womaA 
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precipitated berfelf on the neck of her frther, and the 
peo()le, afitfided at the fight of fo much filial teoder- 
mby demanded and obtained his pardon. 

About feven o'clock, we beheld two men enter, 
wfaoib bIood]!L bands were armed with £ibres ; fiitj 
were conduced' by a turnkey, with a lighted tor^ 
who pointed out the bed of the unfortunate Reding. 
jb that dreadful moment I was preffing bis band in 
miney andjiriving U comfert bim. On their ap- 
proach, he exclaimed, ^< I have fiiSered enough ; I 
do not fear death \ it will be charitable to let me 
perifh here V* Thefe words rendered, one of the 
Grangers inmiOTeable, but the other hoifted him on 
his ihoulders, and carried him into the ftreet, where 

he was killed My eyes are fo full of tears, 

•ihat I do not fee what I write ••••;'. We now fur* 
Teyed one another, without uttering a fingle word ; 
we then clafped each other's hands, and embraced-— 
we fixed t>ur eyes on the pavement of our prifon, 
which the moon enlightened through the intervals 
of the fhade formed by the triple bars that guarded 

<our windows but, in a (hort time, the cries 

of new victims recalled our original agitation, and 
reminded us of the laft words pronounced by M« 
Chantereine, while plunging the knife into his heart, 
•— ** We are all deftined to be maflacred !" 
; At midnight, ten men armed with (abres, and pre* 
ceded by two turnkeys bearing torches, entered our 
prifon, and commanded each of us to ftandatthe 
foot of his own bed. After we had been counted 
e¥er> they obferved, that we muft anfwer for one 

anotheri 
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macfAevj aikl fworei that if a fuigle peribfi efcaped|. 
we jfhould be all maflacred, Withut liimg beard if^ 
M. U PnfiienU 

Thefe laft words afiorded us a gleam, of hope; 
for we did not yet know that we (hould be allowed 
to utter a word before we were butdiered. 

Monday the jd^ two o*cl$ci in tbt morning* One . 
of the doors of the prifon was now attempted to be- 
broken open; we at firft imagined diat it wis the 
wicket which they were forcing, in order to mailacre 
«s alii but we were- a little comforted* when wCi 
heard them obferving,- on the ftair-cafe, that it was. 
die gate of a dungeon, where fomo prifaners had 
barricaded themfdves. A little after, we learned: 
that they had kiHed all whom they found there* 

At ten o'clock, 

THE ABBE L'eNFANT, 

Confeflbr to the King, and 

THE ABBS DE CHAPT-RA8TIGNAC, 

appeared in the pulpit of the chapel which ferved us 
as a prifon, and into which they entered by a door 
communicating with the fiair-cafe. They announced 
that our laft hour approached, and invited us to col- 
led around them, in order to receive their benedic« 
tion. An eledric move;pient, which it is impoffiUe 
to define, precipitated us all on our knees, and we 
vrent through the ceremony, with our bands claQted 
together. This, although a confolatory moment, 
V(9A one ^f the moft terrible we had yet experienced. 
«««Oa the eve of appearing at the throne of the Su- 
nMUJL BfiUiG,^ aad kneeUog before two of, his m\^ 
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niAers^ vrt prefented an indefinable fpeAacle. The* 
age of tfaefe two men, their pofition above usy' 
death hovering over our heads, and'furroundingut 
on all fides— all thefe accompaniments gave an augufl 
and lugubrous air to the ceremony ; it approximated * 
us to the Divinity; it reinftillcd courage into our 
itiinds; all reafoning was fufpended, and the moft 
cold and incredulous among us received as great an 
impreffion as him who was moft ardent, and pof- 
feifed the greateft ihare of fenfibility.— — Half an 
hour afterwards, thefe two priefts were maflkcred, 
and we beard their cries. .••••• 

Where is the man who can read the following 
particulars, with dry eyes, or even without experi* 
encing the cri/pations andihudderings of difTolution?' 
Our moft important avocation was now to know 
in what pofition we could ^ receive death with the 
leaft pain, when we were dragged to the place o( 
maflacre! We accordingly fent fome of our compa- 
nions, from time to time, in order to infbrm us of 
the pofturcs of the victims, that we might calculate^ 
according to. their report rcfpeding the beft for us 
to affume. • They brought us back information, that 
thofe who extended their harids fuffered miidi longer 
than others, becaufethe ftrokes of the fabre were 
deadened before they readied the head;* ihiait there 
were feme, whofe hands and arms fell before their 
bodies, and .that accordingly thofe who placed them 
behind their backs ihuft endure much lefe than others.*^ 
• •...; Alas f ft was -relati^^e'tb fuch horrible details * 
that wc'deliberated; * t . vi^ We'*t»erc«ivtd "t^ 

vantages^^ 
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Vantages refulting ^frora this laft pofitfbn, and we ad- 
-vifcd each other to adopt it, when our turn to be 

■maflacred fhould arrrve. * 

Towards noon, being overwhelmed bjr fomewhat 
of a fupernatural agitation, and abforbed in reflec- 
'diosis, the horrour of which is incxprefSble, I threw 
■myfelf on my bed, and fell into a profound fleep* 

Every thing inclines me to bdieve that I am in- 

^d^bted for my cxiftence to this very fleep. — It feemed 

4p me^ thtit I appeared before tie redoubtable tribu-- 

. mal that was to try me '^ I was UJienedto with atten* 

4ion^ mtwithjianding the frightful noife of », 'ye tocfin^ 

and the cries which every where prevailed around'^ 

-hut my defence was no fooner heard^ than I was fet 

free! This dream made fuch a happy impreffion 

•on my mind, that it totally diflipated iny uneafmefs, 

and I awoke with a prefentimetrt that it would be 

realifed. — I afterwards recounted the particulars to 

my companions in misfortune, who were aftoniflied 

^t the aiHirance I p refer ved from that moment until 

the period I made my appearance before my terrible 

judges. 

At two o'clock, a proclamation was read, which 
4he people appeared to hear with disfavour; a mo- 
ment' afterwards, fome perfons, out of curiofity, or 
perhaps with an intention of pointing out the means 
-of faving curfelves, placed a ladder againft the win- 
dow of our apartment; but they were prevented 
irom proceeding, by a cry of " Down! down! 
they intend to carry them arms ! " 
- ='• ' V K\\ 
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All the torments of a devouring thifft were now 
added to the angui(h we momentarily experienced.— 
At length, however, our turnkey Bertrand, who, as 
well as citizen Lavaquerie the jailor) had behaved 
exceedingly well during the whole of our confine- 
ment, made his appearance, and we obtained a flaggoft 
of water from hinu We drank it with fo much the 
more avidity, as we had not been able to obtain a 
fingle drop during the laft twenty-fix hours. We 
mentioned this inftance of negligence to a federate^ 
who came with other perfons to infped the priibn, 
andwhawas fo enraged at the circumftance, th»t 
after demanding the name of the turnkey, he afltured 
us, that he was going to exterminate hinu H^ 
would have done foy for he promifed ity and it was 
not until after repeated fupplications that we could 
obtain his pardon. 

At eight o'clock the agitation of the people be* 
gan t6 diminifh, and we heard feveral voices exclaim, 
Pardon ! Pardon ! for thofe that remain ! Thefe 
words were applauded, but unfortunately the ap- 
plaufe was feeble. Notwithftanding this, a gleam of 
hope took poffeffion of us j and fome a(^ually thought 
their deliverance fo near at hand, that they already 
had their little bundles of clothes und/sr their arms, 
in order to depart ; but, a fliort tin^e afterwards, 
the cries of dea'th plunged us once more into freib 
anguifh* 

I had formed a particular friendfhip with the 

SIEUR MASSAUBRE', 

\i\io had been arretted for no other reafon than be- 

caufe 
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caufe he was aiJe-de^camp to M. de Briflac. He 
had formerly exhibited great proolis of courage, but 
the dread of afTaffination now got the better of his 
reafon. He had indeed loft his fenfes to fuch a de- 
gree, that being unable to ^conceal himfelf in the 
chapel, he afcended the chinvney dfthefacrijfy^ where, 
finding himfelf ftopped by the iron grating, he ac<^ 
tually attempted to bur ft his way through with hit 
head I 

THE 8IEUR EMARl), 

who on the preceding evening hsd requefted me ' to 
draw up his will, informed me of the ntotives of 
Us arreft, and I found them fo unjuft, diat in order 
to give him a proof of the certainty I experienced ia 
my own mind relative to his deliverance, I prefented 
hhn with a.filver medal, befeeching him at the fame 
time to keep and fhow it to me, ten years after- 

Ivards . • • fhould he chance to read 

this article, he will remember his promife. If we 
have not fince met, it is no fault of mine, for I 
am ignorant of his place of abode, but he well knows 
where I live* 

At eleven o'clock, ten perfons armed with fabres 
and piftols ordered us to draw up in a line, and then 
conduced us ta the fecond wicket, near where the 
tribunal, by whom we were to be tried, held its fit- 
tings. I approachcd>*with fome precaution, one of 
the fentinels who guarded us, and began, by littfe 
and little, to enter into converfation with him. He 
informed me, in a diale£l that made me guefs him 
either to be a Proven fail or Languedocian^ that he 

V2 \x\ 
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had fervcd c'ght years in the regiment A Lyonnaisi- 
On this I fpoke Patoisj which Teemed to give him 
pleafure \ and the intereft which I now had to gam hi& 
efteem furniihed me with a Gafcon eloquence, fb per* 
lliafive in its operation, that I appeared to- have ac- 
quired his favour. In fhort, I fucceeded to far, as 
to procure admiifion from him into the redoubtable 
apartment, where the prifoners^ were examined. I wit- 
nefled the procefs of two, one of whom'was purveyor 
of provifions to the King> and who, being accufed of 
participating in the plot of the lOth of Auguft, wasr 
condemned and executed^ The other, who wept, and 
uttered only a few words intermLngled with fighs^ 
was already undrefTed, and on the eve of being {bnt 
to La Force ^ when he was recognifed by a tradefman 
of Paris, who atteftcd that he had bceii mifbken for 
another. ^ 

What I had feen enabled rae to make up. my mind 
as to the nature of my defence; I therefore retired, 
and requeftcd my Prov)snfnl to procwre me a glafe 
of wine, which he foon after brouglit into the chapel^ 
whither we were all re-condu<5lcd. 

*^ Here!'* cried he on his entrance^ " is'a Whole 
bottle — drink — to your health — I can only rcmairra 
moment with you; but remember what I fay: If 
you are a prieft, or a confpirator of the caflle of -Af. 
VetQ*^ tremble ; but if you be not a traitor, and 
do not appear to be afraid, I will anfwer for your 
life." 
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^ Ah ! my friend, I am fure enough -that I QmSi 
not be. accufed of this ; but I am confidered as being- 
a little of an ariJiocraU^* 

" That is nothing ; the judges know very well 
that there are honeft people of all parties. The pi«-: 
fident is a good man, and not a fool/' > 

'^ Be fo kind as to defire the judges to hear me^ \ 
do not aj(k for more»V 

. ** You fliall be heard*- I muft return to my poft— * 
embrace me 1 wifh you well. Adieu t'' 

One muft have been in the Akhifye <m the 3d of 
September, 1792, in order to feel the influence which 
this converfation had on my mind, and how nmch i\ 
re-anhnated me. 

Towards midnight the unnatural Aoife, whidi had 
not been difcontinued during thirty-fix hours, began 
now to flacken. We imagined that the judges and 
the executive power * were overcome with fatigue^ 
and that when tl^ey had taken fome repofe, we fhould 
be carried before them. We were accordingly em- 
ployed in ihaking our beds, when another proclaou** 
tion was made, which was generally hifled. Soon 
after this, a man demanded to fpeak to the people^ 
and we beard him very diftinftly fay,—" The priefts 
and confpirators, who remain, hzwe greafed the palmx 
of thi judges^ and that is the reafon why .Ae^ do jiot 
try any more!" 

Scarcely had he uttered theie words, when it ap« 
peared as if he bad been knocked down* 
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The noifc angraciited every inffant, and the fer- 
mentation warf at its height, when they came irt 
fearch of 

M. DEFONTAIKE5 

fbnnerly gardi du corp^s^ whofe (hrieks we hearf 
foon after. In a few nunute» mdre^ they fnatched 
from our arms two of our new companions, which 
made me imagine that my own face was approaching; 
At length, on Tuefday^ at one 0^ clock of the morn* 
ing^ having experienced an agony of thirty-feven- 
Aour^, to which even dcath^itfelf cannot be compared; 
after having a thoufend and a thoufand tiihe^ emptied 
the chalice ef shfpair^ the.doop of the prVfon opens-^ 
I am afkcd for, and make my appearance. Three 
inen feize and drag me into the frightful court; By 
the light of two torches, I perceive this terriUe tri* 
bunal^ that was to cbniier liie or death.- The Pre- 
sident, in a grey coat, with a f<ibre by his fide, waii^ 
kaning againft a tabk, on which were paper, ink, 
pipes, and a few bottles. , This taWe was ftrrroundej 
by ten perfons, who were either fitting or ftandingr 
two of them were in jackets and aprons; foma 
•thers were afleep, with their bodies extended'along 
Ae benches,— Two men, whofe fhirts were flaihetf 
with blood, guarded the door of the aparhncnt"; 
an oH turnkey had his hand oti the bolt.' Imme** 
diately oppofite to the prefidcnt were three men, 
^o had hold of a prifbner, of about fixty years of 
age. 

I was placed in a corner; thofe who guarded me, 
leaned their fabrei acrofs my bfeaff, and intimated, 

thai 
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that if I msRle ttie leaft motion to efcape, they would^ 
poniard me; I' was now looking around fpr ip]^. 
Proven fal, when I< beheld two national guards pre*- 
fent to the prefident a written dejouind of- the fedUon^ 
of Croix-Rouge^ in favour of the perfon^ then b^fckiq 
him. He faid in reply,. ^^ thjiti fuch requefts w.ece 
ufelefs in.refpe<^. to traitors/' On this the.prifoaer 
exclaimed, — ^' This is truly frightful^; your judg^ 
ment is an aiIai£nation !" The preiident rejoinedr-^ 

^^ My hands are clean \ condud M. Maille *'\ 

No fi)oner were thefe words pronounced, than ha 
wasthmft into the ftieet, and L beheld. him killed^ 
through the bars o£ the grate. 
. The preiident having apparently regiftcred the 
name of the unfortunate, then called out,>^Anothe:f.P' 
On this I was immediately dragged towards the-up-* 
per end of- this expeditious and Woody tribunal, int 
prefence of which the beft protection was :to have 
none, and where all the refources of human wit were 
ufelefs, "\{ not founded on truth. Two of my 
guards held my hands; the third feized the. collar 
of my coat. ' 

The prefident. "Your name and profeffion ? '* 
One of the judges.. "The fmalleft untruth will 
ruin you.'* 

" lam called Jourgniac St. Meard; I have ferved 
daring twenty-five years as an officer, and I appear 
before your tribunal with the aflurance of a man 

fr- — ■ 

• «* I thought 1 could perceive that the prefident pronounced 
this fentence contrary to his own inclinations. Several kilkn Iiad 
ROW entered, :uui occafioncd much fermcntatioa,'^ 
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who has nothing to reproftdi himfeirwiUit aiid^h* 
donfequently (binds not in need of aile.'^- 

The prefident having examined the fcroU of pri* 
foiiers, as well as the accufotions;* handed them to 
Ae oAer judges. After which he faid, ^ Do yoo 
know the motives of your arreft ?*' 

«« Yesj Monfieur U Prejidint ; and when I con- 
fider the fidfity of the denunciations againft mei I 
tai (ure that the committee of vigilance of tie com* 
mune would never have caufed me to have been im- 
prifoned, had it not been for thofe precautions whidi 
tbe fifety of the people render neceflary. I -am dc- 
cufed of being Editor of the Anti-feuillant joarrai\i 
totitied De la Cout it de la Ville. The Truth isy 
ihat this is a falfehood. It is one of tbe name of 
Gautibr, who is tbe editor, and whole perfon haf 
fo little refemblance to mine, that the miftake can 
be attributed to nothing but malice ; and if I could 

but put my hand in my pocket [I here made an 

ufelefs motion, as if to pull out my pocket-book ; a 
judge perceiving it, defired I might be allowed that 
liberty. On this, I placed on the table the attefta* 
tions of feveral merchants, proprietors of houfes 
where he had livedo &c. all of which demonftrated that 
he was condudlor and fole proprietor of this journal.} 

One of the judges. > ** But there is no iinoke 
without fire; it is neceflary to difcover why you 
ihould be accufed of this.** ■■ \ 
* " You know, gentlemen, that Ars journal was a 
kind of trunk, in which all the calembours^<ip\p2m%^ 
&c, either originating in Paris or the eighty-three 
*. • depart* 



dej»rtments, were dcpofitecL I might cafily aflcrt^ 

here, that I never wrote a fingle line for it, as ria\ 

manufcript of mine cart be pnoduced againft mej^ 

but my ufuai franknefe obliges me, however, to ac«»' 

kniowfedge. that I was induced by the gaiety of roy^ 

chara£ler to fend feveral pUafantrUs to the SieuT 

Gautler. Behold, then, the refhk of this grand de^ 

nunciation againA me, which is as abfurd, as what 

follows is monftrous. I have been accufed of rc^ 

pBurtng to the frontiers, of having enUfted recriiitS} 

and' of having condu(fted them to join* tho- emigmnts*-> 

' ■■ [Here u general murmur arofe^ whicbt did n$k 

di/ipnc^r$ me in 4he leeft ; dn the c^nttary I taifed 

my voice J and continued £ts follows ;} * t 

" Gentlemen! Gentlemen! it is nay turn to 

(peak; I befeech M* le Prefident to.fupportmy 

claim; never was it fo necelTary I jQiould be heard a» 

on the prefent occafion." 

[All the judges, on this, fell a laughing, and cried^ 

out;,—*'* He is in the right. Silence !"J 
** The perfon who denounced me is a monfter ;; 
and I am abo\it to demonftrate this truth, to judgep 
whom the people would not have chofen^ had they not 
deemed them capable of difcerning the innocent from 
the guilty. -^Htxt are certificates which prove that I 
have not left Paris during the laft twenty^three- 
month's. Here alfo are tferee declarations from the 
owners of the houfes where I have lived during that 
period, which atteft the {mie.**'^(They tvere fUfU^ 
bufily occupied in examining the papers^ when wi 
were interrupted by the arrival of a prifoner^ viho 

VJav 
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fllTtfi put int§ mj place J immediatelf in front $/ tbe 
ftifidinU Thofe who brought him ohjerved^ that it 
was another prieft^ whom they had taken from bis 
luriing'boie in the chapeL Afier a very /bort in^ 
torrogatoryy be was ordered to La Force. On this 
ho threw his breviary on the tableland was dresggei 
out of the wicket^ and majfacred.) 

I then once more made my appearance before the 
tnbunal. 

One of tbe judges. ^ I will not fay that theft 
certificates are falfe; but who is to prove that they 
are true ?" 

' ^ Let me be conduced to a dungeon, until com* 
miffi»ners iball have verified their validity* If they 
he &lfe, I merit death/' 

Another of tbe judgesy who during my interhga-^ 
tory feemed.to inter eft himfilf in my favour^ whofi 
features are deeply engraven on my hearty whom t 
4uould embrace^ could I but fee him^ in order to tef* 
tify my gratitude^ here ohferved^ in rather a low 
tone of voice^ ** That a guilty perfon never fpoke 
with fo much aflurance/* 

jt third judge. " To what feftion do you be- 
long, and with whom did you lodge V* 

" That of the Halle au ble^ at M. Teyflier's, 
Rue Croix des Petits^ Champs.'' 

J national guardy not of the number of the judges. 
^ I know him well \ we have had dealings together 
frequently^ and I can tell inftantly if this certificate 
be of his hand»writing> 

[After looking at it, he continues] 

"Gen- 



^ Gentlemen, I certify that this is the fignature 
df citizen Teyffier.'* 

I could have leaped on the neck of this tutelary 
uigel; but I contented myfelf with faying,-.-" Now 
dut the teftimony of this brave man has demonftrated 
the falfehood of an acculation diat might haye occa- 
fiotied my death, what idea can you entertain of him 
who denounced me ?" 

Tie judge who feemed to^ intereji himfelf in n^ 
behalf. " He muft bie a rogue, and were hfe here, 
he fhould be inftantly puniflied." 

^n9tber of the judges. " It is evident that you 
'are not the Doer of this journal ; but you do not fay 
a word as to the arijiocratical propofitions msuntained 
by you among the bodkfellers in the Palais^ 
Royal?'' 

" Why fliould I omit any thing ? I have not he- 
fitated to tell what I have written; fhall I be afraid 
then to acknowledge what I have faid, and even 
what I have thought ? I always advifed obedience 
to the laws, and exhibited an example of it. I ac- 
knowledge alfo, that I . took advantage of the per« 
miifion held out by the conjiitution^ to remark that 
I did not deem it perfed, becaufe I thought I per« 
ceived that it placed us all in a falfe portion* If it 
wsui a crime to have iaid fo then, the conftitution 
itfelf was nothing better than a fnare, and the per- 
mi^on it gave me, to mention its faults, was a mere 
.trap.r^I have alfo faid, that nearly all the Nobles of 
Ihc conftituent aflembly, who appeared to be fuch 

zealous 



tOtaS .LAZARE. 

r^aeahus patriots^ laboured infinitely mom to fatisfy 
their iutereft and ambition, than for the good of their 

^country; and when all Paris v/2S fafctnated with 
their patriotifm, I obferved-^T'A^y Deceive Teu'j^ 

. And Jiow let me afk you, Gentlemen, is not mf opi* 
nion of them jjifiified by the event? I have often 

pblamed, likewife^ the cowardly and clumfy manceu* 
vres of certain perfonages, who were only for the • 

-^onftituiion^ nothing but the conftitutionj the whole 

xonflituti^n^ 

^ I had long anticipated a great cataftrophe, the 
neceflary refult of that confiitution, revifed by ego* 
^tifts, who (like thofe of whom I have ;dready made 
■mention) only labcnired for themfelves, and the in- 

. iriguers who defended them. DiJJimuleition^ cufi- 
dityy and poltrooneryj were the attributes of thefe 

. 4juacks. Fanaticifniy intrepidity^ and franknejs^ 
.formed the charader of their enemies. — There was 
little occafton for a pair of fpe£bcles to perceive that 
they would carry their point." 

[^The attention with which I was likened t^^ zni 

. which, to tell the truth, was more than i expefted, 

: encQuraj^edmey and I was about to urge a thoufani 
reafons which induced me to prefer a republican to 
Jhe conjiitutional government^ when the turnkey en- 
tered with an affrighted look^ on purpofe to intimate 
that a prifoner was endeavouring to efcape through 
a chimney. The prefident ordered fome piftols to be 

fred at him^ and faid^ that if he got off^ the jailor 

\P)ould anfwer with his head. It was the unfortunate 

3 Mas- 
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2M XAZARE. 

bcfittinjg; to mjr native country j becaufe I loved the 
kyig truly, and on his own account. I preferred 
this fentimeni in my heart until the lOth of Augufim 

\The murmur that now arofe had a mare Jlattet^ . 
ing found than the former^ and in order to keep up 
the good opinion that feemed to have been conceived 
of me J I added} 

** I have never heard of any plots, but what I 
learned from the publick indignation. Whenever I 
had an opportunity to afTift any man, I never aftpd 

what were his principles the patriotick jour- 

nals will confirm all that I have faid. I have always 
been beloved by the peafants on my lordfhip, and, 
inftead of burning, they were all eager to protect my 
caftle. I can add, that not a fingle foldier of the re- 
giment du Roi*y in which I ferved twenty-five 
years, had ever any caufe to complain of me." 

One of the judges. " I fhall foon fee whether jon 
belonged to that regiment. Did you know M. 
Moreau?" 

^y Yes, Sir, I knew two of that name: one very 
tall. Very fet, and very reafonable ; the other very 
little, very thin, and (poinlting to my head} very 
fooliQi." 

The fame judge, " I perceive you have knowii 
fcim." 

[One of the doors was now opened^ and M. 
Margue^ ci-devant major^formetly my brother officer 
in the regiment du Roi, and my companion in the 



• « Here one of the judges trod on my toes, but I proceedcfi n<c- 
vcrthelcfs." , 
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chamber of the Abbaye, entered^ efce/ted by three 
meHj in order to be tried ai foon as I ioas ^difpofed 

*^ After the unfortunate affair of iV^7«f;f, I repaired 
to Paris, where I have remained ever fince. I was 
arrcfted in my own apartnrent, t\velve d^ys fince, and 
was fo little afraid of being made a prifoner, that I ♦ 
walked out daily as ufual. No feals were affixed to 
my papers, &c. becaufe nothing fufpicious was foutid 
about fne. 1 was never infcribed in the civil lift.— 
1 never figtied any petition.—*! never carried on any 
reprehenfible correfpondence. During my abode in 
the capital I have followed the natural gaiety of 
my charafter, which, in conformity with jiiy prin- 
ciples, would never permit me ferioujly to engage in 
publick affiairs. The fincerity of thefe confeflions 
muft convince you that I am not a dangerous man— 
and I now hope you will be fo good as to grant me 
that liberty to which I am no lefs attached by neccf- 
fity than by principle." 

The Preftdenty after taking off his hat^faid^ — ^^ I 
do not perceive any thing tending to render Morifteur 
fufpe£ted ; I am for granting him his liberty.— ^Is this 
your opinion ?" 

All the judges. " Yes ! yes ! It is but what is 

Scarcely were thefe divine words uttered, when 
every one in the tribunal embraced me. I heard fe- 
veral perfons above me applaud the fentence, and. 
cry out Bravo ! On lifting my eyes, I perceived 
fcveral heads cro'V^ded about an air-hole in the cham-^ 
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ker, whence proceeded the buzzing found I had be- 
fore noticed. — 
The Prefidtnt now fcleded three perfons to form 
- a deputation, in order to announce to the people the 
fenter.ce that had been pronounced. During the 
proclamation, I demanded of the judges a copy of 
the judgment: they promifed to grant it. The 
Prtfiditit aflced why I did not wear the crofs of 
Saint Louis, which he knew I had received? On 
this I told him that I had been requefted by my fellow 
prifoners to leave It off. He replied, that the Na- 
tional Aflembly not having as yet prohibited the 
wearing of it, it appeared fufpicious to conceal it. 

In the mean time the three deputies returned, and 
iefifedme U he covered \ they then condu£ted me 
out of the wicket. The moment I arrived in the 
ftreet, one of them exclaimed, — " HaU off J ...... 

CitizenSj behold him for whom your judges demand 
aid and ajfjfance /" — Thefe words were no fooner 
pronounced, than the Executive Power fifted me up, 
and fetting me in the niiddle of four torches, I was 
embraced by the furrour;ding multitude. All the 
fpeftators then cried out, Vive la Nation ! Thefe 
honours, with which I was much afFefled, placed 
me under the fafeguard of the people, who, amidft 
loud and reiterated plaudits, allowed me to pafs 
through them, followed by the three deputies whom 
the prefident had charged to conduft me fafe home. 
— One of them told me, that he was a ftone-mafpn, 
belonging to the Fauxhojirg St* Germain j the other 
was a journeyman wig-maker, born at Bourges j the 

third, 
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third, who was clothed in the uniform of the national 
guard, faid, he was a 'federate. The ftone-mafon 
aiked me if I was afraid ? and defired me to have no 
apprehenfions j " for, as I was under the protcftion 
of the people, it would be inftant death to moleft 
ttic/* ** I was glad,** ^dded he, ** when you wefc 
acquitted; for I foon perceived that you Were not'otle 
of the caUrpillars df the chil lift!* 

When we hafd reached the ftreet J/. Benoity M^e 
got into aliackney-coach, which Hopped at my lodg- 
iiigs. The firft movement on the pat t of myhott-^ 
Cf rty friendy On feeing me return, was to offer his 
purfe to my conduftors, who refufed it, and lidded li- 
terally as follows:—-^/ do not foltow this trade fir 
inoney ! Here is yoUrfriend\ he has pf^omifed^us^a 
glnfs of brandy ; tUe'/hati drink ity arid then retufn 
to our pofl. 

They demanded a certificate, tliat they had 
conduced me home without any accident. I then 
accompanied into the ftreet, lind enibrUced them iiioft 
■Cordially. 

After a few hours fleep, I todk a wilk in the g^- 

"den of citizen Egalite, that Very day, and 1 could 

perceive many perfons rubbing their eyes, as if io 

difcover if it was reallyme. ' 'I was eniferaced even 

by ftrangers ; in (hort, it was a feftlval to me. 

In a few days after my liberation, I deemed it ile- 
ceffary to pubhfc this account; and the principal 
reafon that induced me to it is to exhibit proofs, tha^ 
if the people are impetuous and irrefiftible when they 
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deem themfelTes betrayed^ one ought not on this 
account to defpair of their juftice/' 

BUREAU DE PUZY, 

Formerly confined by the king of Pruffia, and 
until lately languifhiflg in a dungeon at Olmutz, by 
command of the emperour, like La Fayette, was 
originally arretted on a neutral territory, io exprefs 
contravention of the laws of nations. 
. Defceiided from an ancient and noble family, he 
entered at an early period of life into the corps of 
engineers, and aldiough appertaining to the privU 
hged orders, foon diftinguiihed himfelf by an ardent 
and fincere attachment to the caufe of liberty. In 
confe:quence of this, added to his family intereft, he 
became a member of the legiflature, filled the prefi- 
dent's chair, three different times, and in that fitua-* 
tion, a£tually received and adminiflered the firfl con- 
ftitutional oath. 

By the conflituent affembly, he was chofen to ex- 
ecute the grand plan of the departmental divifion, 
which he himfelf had firfl conceived of Fj-ance, and 
1(1 1792, we find him a£iing as a general officer un- 
Jer his fiiend. La Fayette, with whom he was after- 
wards confined. Such was the mercy of defpotifm, 
that they were not permitted to behold each other's 
fufFerings, being carefully fepal-atod by ftone walk, 
mafly boUs> and juon wickets ! 
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> LA TOUR-MAUBOTTRG, 

Their companion in misfortune, and their com* 
mon friend, would have rifen to a higher rank in the 
army, had not his preferment been flopped by his 
principles. He alfo was a deputy to the conftituent 
afTembly, and diftinguifhed himfelf by his love of 
liberty. Without being tried by any court of law, 
found guilty of any crime before any tribunal, or 
even accufed of any offence, this brave man was 
immirfed within the walls of a dungeon, excluded 
from the converfe of mankind, and deprived of the 
comfort and confolation of a wife, and fix children 
who adore him. His friend Bureau de Puzy, was 
.in like manner fecluded from his wife and child, 
while to augment the horrour of the pifture, Ma* 
dame La Fayette, and her two daughters were (hut 
up in the fame filthy cell, with their hufband and 
father, to whofe miferies they incefTantly added, by 
the hourly exhibition of their own. O defpotifna ! 
it is ignorance alone that can pronounce thy name 
without a paroxyfm of rage ! 

The families of La Fayette, and Maubourg, before 
united in friendfliip, may now be faid to be united in 
love, a marriage having juft taken place between a 
fon of the one, and a daughter of the other, in the 
vicinity of Altona, where they have remained ever 
£nce their deliverance from an unmerited cap* 
tivity. 
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This gentleman, if not a native of, was at leaft a 
eonfiderable planter in the French Weft -India Iflands. 
He was, however, educated in Europe, and miift 
be allowed to pofTefs extraordinary talents, and coh- 
fiderable learning. 

'Happening to be in Sf. Domingo, at the time of 
the revolution, he was ele£):ed one of the deputies for 
the colony. That ifland fo lately a prey to war and 
tnaiflacres, is the fecond in point of fiz6, burit was 
the firft in the Weft Indies, in refpeft to produce 
and cultivation: Before the prefent unfortunate 
war, the riches and luxury of the inhabitants afto- 
niOied the European. Living in a ftate of Afiatick 
Iplendour, the proprietors of the fugar-works, in the 
Neighbourhood of the Cape, might be feid to rival 
the nabobs of Bengal. Their wealth procured them 
all that a capricious fancy could long for ; and their 
power on their own eftates, was fuperiour to that of 
an oriental bafliaw, in his government. Like all 
the great men in fouthern climates, they afFefted 
to keep their harams. The negro, famboe, mullatto, 
quadroon, and meftize, were ready either to folicit 
their languid appetites, or fatiate their fiery paffions. 
The barbarous but lively mufick of Africa, the fine 
flavoured fruits produced between the tropicks, the 
delicious wines of France, and the myftick mazes of 
the dance formed by their compliant female attend- 
«Hs,«f a thouland varied hues, made the manfion- 
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houfe of the flave^owner,refembIe a Mahomedanpara^ 

Far difFerent were the other portions of the fcenflC 
A long line of negroes, with drivers at certain ftated 
diftances brandifhed their knotted fcourges, and 
cpened the bleeding mufcles with each inflided 
wound. Two or three pallid men, withering in tl 
fun, that fcorched them into fury, felt their paffioi 
fublimed by the heat of the cliniate, and now urged 
. to unremitting labour, and now called for frefb pu* 
nl{ha4||t 

At the mill, you. might behold a few mutilated 
females feeding the rollers with frefli canes to the 
extreme danger of their yet remaining members ;. at 
the ftilUhoufe, was not unfrequently to be feen, ah 
unhappy wretch, who had fled from flavery inta tfti 
woods— from man to nature— chained to the eternal 
fire ; while after the labours of the day, the field 
^flaves retired not to reft, but to new exertions in 
the boiling-houfe, carrying a load of accurfed fugar- 
cane on their fcarified backs ! 

In fuch a ftate of fociety as this, where the pljyi-. 
ter can turn defpot with impunity, and force thou- 
fands of men with a darker complexion than IJis 
own to endure every thing fliort of death ; it 
need occafion but little wonder, that the found of //- 
tgrty{hou\d be dreadful. 

The French revolution accordingly found the 
planters in general, ftern and inflexible royal ifts. 
The fubje6l of the prefent notice, is exprefsly of this, 
defcription, for he feems to doubt whether freedom 
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'\e a hUAhgtoh^ obtaih<rf, or a curfe to be dqjre- 
cated. Biit as fee is an honeft and able mai>) not- 
Withftanding his ptejudices, he coftfeffesy that it i$ 
mnjujl to keep the negroes in a ftate of bondage *, 
iand yet he aSually attempts to demonftrate the 
neceffity of it : as if juftice were to give way lo- 
policy f. 

^ I curfei as well as you do,** fays he ** the firft nrito 
who made a beaft of burden of his equal ; let the 
planter learn, that flavery is 4 violation oi^the laVr 
of nature ! Let him confider it not as a ri^lf 1)at as 
a neceffary evil, of which we are obliged fome 
time longer to put up with the inconveniences, 
its the punifhment for the barbarity and avarice of 
Our progenitors/* 

M. Malouet was an able fupporter of monarclff, 
tn the National Affembly, and is allowed on all fides 
to have be^n an eloquent and accompliihed ipeaker. 
He, however, at length deemed it prudent to emi-^ 
grate, and he has taken refuge in this country, whefre 
he occafionally commits his ideas to the prefs. His 
laft publication is entitled, " Ex amen de cette quef^ 



* '^ A Lieu ne pkife qve j*trige auji en frlnv/>e ett drtat ImpKi" 
firiftih/e, I^e/clavage des negres /'* 

t ** ye maudU comme %nus le premier lomme ^i Jit de Jon femhUf 
hie un bete de fomme, &tc.^* 

'« S(ue le pUnteitr .dnttritainaffrenne de Hute pgrte "qne hfilavagi 

^ en iffet la nj'ielatkn du droit naturel t qu*il le confidere, non cmmt 

un droit, mu comme un mal n/cejsire dont nous devons fubir encert 

, futlques temps, lex inxwvenient cmme la pme de la Uriarie ^ de U 

'ivpldittdem per€tr\ 
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tUn : ^il fir a four Its Colonies tk r4fngi:iqt^e /f . 
J^efultat de la Revoluthn Franfoifiy dc U, Guerre, 
qui en ift la fitite^ ^ de, la Paipc qui dfiat U.termir 
j9fr ?" He wiihes in this, pamphlet to prevent tl^. 
' poflibility of emancipation on the part of the nei* 
*groes, and for that purpofe, he recomixiends it to the 
•belligerent powers, to leave all internal regulations 
to the colonifts themfelves I He allows, however, 
that negro flavery feems to become unpopular every . 
where, and he hints in more than one paiTage, that 
Europ^iwrill fdon be fupplied with fugars, folely froni 
Bengal. 

M. Malouet^s plantation in St. Domingo, ha%^ 
been deftroyed during the troubles, and hi$ friends are 
afraid left a la^e &ilure in the cityflioi|14.bliye ftraiten« 
ed his circumftances *• 

MADAME DU BARRY. 

The fate of a royal miftrefs, however melancholy, 
the cataftrophe may be, is feldom bewailed by the . 
people, and this was precifely the cafe, in refpedl to 
this lady, whofe execution had been long ago pre* 
&3tcd by Demorande, and accomplifhed in a manner, 
that neither the vidlim nor the prophet could have 
ever dreamed o£ 

Madame du Barry,-^ rendered a beauty by the hand 

'• ** yi fi'avoii d* autre bypotbefvt a offrif a la ma'ifin Muilmafm 
fiie' men bakltatm d^afiee am pouvmr des r/puhlkaines, ht /#• ficturi 
fuf jUa at refu df/^is fuatrf 4fii iC»9t jeu d^.aufrn.bvmti ^t celln fue 
j*y ai tntfa moi'^mimt,^* 

of 
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cf natttrC} created a countefs by the command of 
Louis XV. and elevated by accident from a brothel 
to a partnerfhlp in the throne, affords one of the 
many examples of folly and profligacy, that produced 
aAd indted, juftified the French revolution. 

Her origin was obfcure, but in the days of her 
glory, fhe found ^eans to claim a rdationfhip with 
feme of the firft families in Ireland, and adually 
conferred egiployments on two or three »^^/^ fbldiers 
of fortune, from that country, whom fhe called her 
C9ujtnsj and who deemed themfelves amply compen- 
fated for the difgrace, by regiments and croix di St. 
Louis* 

The favourite, conduced herfelf in a manner, that 
at once demonftrated her own infolence, the king's 
folly, and the courtiers' fervility. Her leve was at- 
tended by all that was great, or more properly fpeak- 
ing, by all that was mean in France. On rifing one 
morning from bed, in prefence of the monarch, and 
his diilipated companions, fhe ordered the Pope's 
nuncio to hand her one flipper, while the grand 
almoner (an archbifhop) put on the other! each 
deeming himfelf highly honoured by the employ- 
ment ; and fully recompenced with the tranfitory view 
#f her charms. 

The chancellor of France, at her requeft, figned 
a patent, conflituting her negro, governor of the 
caflle of Lucienne, with a penfion of fix hundred 
li v|-es a year. The princes of th« blood, were treat- 
ed by her^ fome times with infdcnce, and at other 
times with a vulgar familiarity. When the late 

5 duke 
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duke of Orleans^ father, foliciteA her intereft reta- 
tive to his marriage with Madame de Monteflbn^ 
ihe tapped him on the belly (he was a fat inan)> 
cracked a joke on his peribn, permitted him to con- 
fummate the nuptialg, and engaged to take all the 
eonlequences upon herfelf. The late queen (Marie 
Antoinette)) while dauphinefs, wa$ at laft obliged 
to entertain, and even pay court regularly to her. 
She iffued hous^ in the fame manner as the monarchy 
and drew on the royal treafury, to whatever amount 
ihe pleafed^ without the intervention of Che royal 
fignet* In fhort, her toilet was of gold, her jowtls 
were fuperiour to thofe of any princefs in Europe 
(our owfi moft gracious queen's only excepted), and 
her villa, or as it was termed her pavilidri^ at Lu-^ 
cienne, was farnifhed at an expe^ce equJ^ a Ger- 
man fubfidy* 

So powerful was her intereft, that the death of 
Louis XV. and the indignation of the people, nei- 
ther produced feclufion nor reftitution. 

At the revolution, this lady, who, according to 
the Parifians,— -always fond of indemnifying them- 
felves for their flavcry by a pun, — ^had rifen from an 
Ecu to a Louisy very naturally took part with a 
court, to which fhe was attatched, both by vanity 
and gratitude. He vaft wealth, however, and her 
penchant for a nobleman of high rank, prevented her 
from emigrating, and adding to the number of the 
noblejffe who affembled at Coblentz. 

Soon after the king's execution, (he repaired %o 
this country, and might have found an afylum Jierc, 

Y Wv 
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but {he was naturally of an intriguing difpofition, 
and inftantly commenced a negociation for the ref- 
toration of the monarchy. 

Her charms made no impreilion on Mr. Pitt, but 
his zeal, if not his perfon, attra&ed her warmeft re« 
gards. She always fpoke of him with raptures^ ooih 
iidered him as the protedlor of the exiled princes, 
and a&ually returned to France with his miniaturt 
piUure attached by a gold chain to her neck — diat 
ffnci lovely neck^ fo foon to be fevered by the un- 
pltying guillotine ! 

Caligula made hishorfe Conful— 'Madame du Barry 
created her black page a governor, and a^ually bar- 
tered a croix de Su Louis for a paroquet. The 
philofopher . fcarcely knows which moft to ^eipife : 
the Romaril of one age, or the French of another I 

SARIN 

Was one of the municipal officers of Paris, and 
appertained to that powerful body, at a time it regu- 
lated the deftiny of the whole empire. 

^^ ^793> ^^^ capital was menaced with the dread- 
ful fcourge of famine, and if we are to believe foijie 
rpecdative men, this originated in a popuUcide con- 
fpiracy, oh the part of the then exifting government. 

It has been aflferted, with more zeal than truth, 
that the Committee of Publkrk Safety, Garat, the 
minifter of the home department, and Pache the 
mayor, were all either adors or accomplices in this 
infernal plot ! Be this -as it may, fo fer is certain, 

that 
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that Garin, who had become a member of the Com- 
mittee of Subdftence, imagining that an infamous 
coalition exifted, which counteraAed all hiiicndea« 
vours, determined to denounce the authors of it. 
On this the forty-eijght feftions nominated a fpecial 
commiffion, in order to enquire into the fa£ls, and 
Baboeuf the fecretary of the committee, having laid 
a report before them, they took him, Garin and his 
colleague Favanne, under their fpecial prote£tion. 

The Committee of Publick Safety, notwithftand- 
ing this, diiR)lvcd the commiffion ; Garin was ftrip« 
ped of his office and arrefted ; he was not, however, 
fent to prifon, but remained during ten months con- 
fined in his houfe, with three keepers. 

He was one of the few members of the Commune^ 
who did not participate in the confpiracy of the ^th 
TThermidor. On the contrary, he repaired with his 
guards to the Champs -Efysees^ to combat, with his 
accuftomed energy, the fadtion of Robefpicrre. Some 
time after this, he obtained his liberty; but he fell 
fick the day after, and died in the courfe of a week. 

Occupied in favour of liberty from the begin- 
ning of the revolution, he had not only neglected^ 
but ruined his fortune, and died poor. His family, 
confequently, is in want, and depends folely oh the 
bounty of the republick. 

MADAME DE SILLERT. 

The lady now known by this name, and formerly by 
thofe of Madame de Brulart, and Madame de Genlis, 
has diflinguiihed herfelf in the republick of letters. 

Y2 Ax 
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At an early period of her I'fe, (he entered jnto 
fhe fervice of the hm'ily of Orleans, and pofleflfed 
great illfluence ever the duke, until he turned pdlitj- 
ciarty a fituation he was but little calculated (or, 
cither by nature or education. On his miffion to 
England, which has ftill fomething apocryp?^! in it, 
ihe excufed his departure, in a note, which the 
amiable and refpe£lable duchefs, his unfortunate con« 
fort, tranfmitted to all the journals. She alfo. ad« 
vifed him againft accepting the regency; and h$ 
being like Mr. Burke's friend, " Lord Kepple, no 
great clerk^ (he arranged the letter, announcing his 
refufal. 

Having fucccedcd at the commencement of the re- 
volution to a large fortune, (he gave in her reflgnation 
as gcuverftantfj "but afterwards accompanied one 
of her female pupik to England, which ocQafioned 
her tp be included in the lift of emigrants. She 
was afterwards decreed in a ftate of accufction, on 
account of her fuppofed connexion with Dumou- 
liez ; but, on the contrary, (he had given that ge- 
neral great offence, by declaring it as her opinion, 
that FraiKe, after overturning the monarchy, was 
bound in honour to maintain the republick. 

Madame de Sillery, who had lived on terms of 
intimacy with D^Alembert, and all the great men 
of France, during her own time, was fuppofed to 
have drawn up the celebrated paper, publi(hed in 
the name of the duke of Orleans, entitled, " Gr- 
biers a fej commetans^*' whidi gave a wonderful 
impulfion to the publick mind, and ferved as a 

model 



MADAME ^l>£ «ttL«liy. 245 

tftbdel tt) moft of thdfe printed anterior to the meet- ' 
ing of the ftates-general. She^ however, dgues this 
toow, as ibe did at that time to Madame de ^Pplers ; 
and it is thought tb be the production' of his friend 
La Clos 3 a man more cekbrated for his talents than^ 
his morals. To the honour of this lady, ihe was al- 
"ir^ys ready to patronize men of genius, and to her was 
4eft the diredion of fuch fums as the duke of Orleans 
'chofe to confer on thofe who fuftained the honour of 
French literature. She alfo procured a penfion from 
M. de Calonne, for an author whom flie had never 
ieen, but whofe produftions (he was charmed with. 

After having married one of her pupils (the accom- 
^liihed Pamela) to the brave and unfortunate Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, and placed another under the ^ro- 
teftion of her own family, ihe' retired to and now 
Vefides in the King of Denmark's German domini- 
ons, in the neighbourhood of Altona, with her niece^ 
who is married to M, de Valence, 

Madame de Sillery complains bitterly of the arts 
that have been recurred to in order to calumniate her; 
and, with a view to obviate alLfufpicion, fhe has pub- 
lifhed a hiftory of her life, fince the important epoch 
of the revolution, in which flie endeavours to refcue 
her charaSer from the afperfions of ignorance and 
malevolence. She tells us, that after having conTe- 
crated twenty-five years to the education of her chil- 
dren and her pupils, Ihe at laft enjoys that retirement 
after which her heart had always panted. She has been , 
accufed of a turn for intrigue ; but is this likely, when 
It is recoUefted that flie never folicited a fevour from 

Y2 <^^ 
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the court} suid never once waited on a minifter ^ that 
the occupied nearly the whole of her time in the du- 
ties o||^ru6tion ; fhut herfelf up in a convent, and 
never gave or received an entertainment during thir- 
teen years ? 

She had early forefeenthat the views of the court) 
the diforder of the finances, and the general difcon- * 
tent, were likely to produce an inteftine conrniotiea* 
In order to avoid its eiFeds, ihe had determined to 
repair to Nice with her pupils; but this relblution 
gave fuch a ftab to the frail and fatal popularity of 
the houfe of Orleans^ that thefcheme was abandoned. 
Madame de Sillcry however obtained the promife of 
being permitted to repair to England as foon as- the 
conftitution fhould be finifhed. In the mean time^ 
the Duke himfelf went thither ruddenly,and without 
giving her any previous notice ; a circumftance un- 
expedled rather than aftonifliing, as fince his father's 
death he had withdrawn, his confidence entirely from 
her, and conferred it on M. de la Clos and Mr. Shee. 
No fooner had he returned from London, than fhe re- 
tired into the bofom of her own family ; but, on re- 
ceiving intelligence diit MademoifelleD 'Orleans was 
ill, fhe inflantly fet off for Paris, refumed her former 
fituation, and repaired with that young lady to Eng- 
land in Oftober 179 1. After remaining fome time 
at Bath, they vifited Bury, where fhe firfl heard of 
the execrable mafTacres of the 2d and 3d September. 

Having been at length driven from their pleafant 
fituation in Suffolk, by the anonymous letters and 
menaces of the emigrants, they repaired to London* 
Here again they were alarmed on their arrival, by 
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the horn-boys of an evening paper, who bawled about 
the'ftreets " An account of the iecret conference be- 
tween Madame Genlis and M. de Calonne^tf^ ' 

Previoufly to their return to France, they fpent a 
month at the hofpitable manCon f of Mr. Sheridan, 
to whofe diftinguiflied talents, as well as thofe of 
Mr. Fox, (he pays many compliments. 

On their arrival at Calais, they found themfelves 
included in the lift of emigrants, and after a few days 
xeddence at Paris, were obliged to retire to Flanders, 
until their names fhould be erafed from the fatal ca- 
taloguel 

Here Gen. Dumouriez ihewed them fome civi* 
lities, but no participation in his confpiracy enfued. 
x^Spon after he had raifed the ftapdard of rebellion, 
Madame dc Sillery was forced to remove from Tour- 
nay to Mons, where (he endeavoured to remain con- 
cealed from her family, left they fhould be Implicated 
in her fuppofed guilt. With this view fhe wrote 
the following letter to her beloved daughter, then at 
Paris : 

" My dear child, 

•^ The revolt of M. Dumouriez h^s forced me to 
fly. Being unable to re-enter France, I am about to ' 
repair to a foreign but neutral country, to wait my 
recall. I fhall be no more an emigrant there, than I 
was at Tournay; however, my dear child, I prohibit . 



* She dreaded left thU ridiculous report, during thofc times of 
jealoufy and fufpicion, fliould cxpofe her to the refentmcnt of the 
ruling party. 

f At Ifleworth. 
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you from writing to me, if you fliould accidentally 
difcover the place of my retreat. Be pcrfcdly tran- 
quil rdpe<Eling my circumftances ; I pofTefs all Ae 
refources neceflary to my prefent fituation> and I 
fland in no need of affiftance of any kind. 

'^ Adieu, my dear and. tender friend ! my heart fliall 
always be with you, and I (hall conftantly offer up mj 
vows for the happinefs and profperity of my country." 

Soon after this, the female travellers made all pof- 
fible hafte through Germany, and arrived in Swit- 
zerland, having been furnifhed with pafiports by the 
once celebrated Gen, Mack. 

Switzerland was hoftile to the French republick, 
sjt this time, from a variety of caufes. The nation 
had withdrawn ber fubfidies, fent back the mer- 
cenary foldiers, and evinced fome degree of indigna- 
tion at the marked proteftion given to the emigrants. 
Such of the cantons, too, as had fubjeSi countries^ 
were alarmed at the fuccefs of a revolution, which 
threatened the annihilation of all defpotifm, whether 
monarchical or oligarchical. 

The family of Orleans had afted too confpicuous 
a part in the late commotions to experience much 
refpeft there; it was to be hoped, however, that they 
would find fecurity. This was not the cafe; for 
the magiftrates of Zurich interdifted their refidence 
within that city. At Zug, in confequence of the 
influence and the malice of the emigrants, joined to 
the interference of the canton 'of Berne, they proved 
equally unfuccefsful. Gen. Montefquieu, however, 
although then. a fugitive himfelf, exerted his in- 

tereft 
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tereft fo efFcftually, that he procured their recep^ 
tion into the convent of St. Claire, at a little diftance 
from fiumgarten. 

M, DE CHARTRES*, 

eldcft fon of the late Duke of Orleans, here joined^ 
but foon left them, in order to make the tour of the 
cantons on foot: he had already traverfed a// Ger- 
many in the fame manner. 

*' How often have I felicitated myfclf fmce his 
misfortunes,*' fays Madame de Siikry, " on the edu* 
cation I beftowed.on him ! on the lucky circumftance 
of caufing him to be taught the principal modern . 
languages ; on accuftoming him to wait on himfelf> 
to defpifeidlenefs, to fieep on a wooden board covered 
'with a piece of cloth, to brave th| fun, the rain, and 
the cold; to accuftom himfelf to fatigue by means of 
violent exercifes, and journies of four or five leagues 
daily: in fliort, at having infpired him with a tafte 
for travelling, 

^ He has loft all he owed to the chances of birth 
and fortune, and nothing now remains but what he 
has received from me !...•. ." 



* M. DE Chartres ferved with great reputation in the army 
of the Republick,. and dlAinguifhed himfelf particularly at the bat> 
tic of Jemappe. He had been introduced by his father to the Jacobin 
fociety, of which he became a member ; was ardent and zealous in 
hch^ of the fyftem of reprcfentative government, and entertained 
the moft enthufiaftick principles concerning the rights of the people, 
the equality of mankind, and the dangers of monarchy. 

After earning his livelihood in an honourable and moft cxcnrplary 
manner as a teacher in one of the Swifs colleges, he is faid to have 
repaired to America. 

Z2 Oft 



256 MADAMB D£ SILLERY. 

On the 8th of March 1796, hearing thati there 
was a party in France attached to him, and a nume- 
rous body of his adherents in foreign countries, who 
wiflied to place him on the throne, Madame de S, 
fent him a( letter, from which the following poffi^es 
are tranicribed : 

*' You afpire to royalty ! you wifli to become an 
UfurperP* exclaims ^(Jie, " in order to abolifli a re* 
publick which you yourfelf have acknowledged, and 
for which you have fought valiantly! and at what a ^ ^ 
period ! when France becomes organized, when the 
government is eftablifhed, when it appears to be 
founded on the folid bafis of morality and juftice !— « 
What degree of confidence can France place in 'a 
^onfliiutional kinf^ twenty-rthree years cjd, whom 
flie beheld but two years before an ardent republican^ 
and the mofl enthuflaflick^partifan of equality ?— »- 
Might not fuch a king, as well as any other, ihfen-> 
fibly abolifh the conftitution, and become defpotick? 
According to generally- received ideas, the interval 
is lefs diftant between any kind of royalty and def- 
potifm, than between a democratick government 
and the mofl limited royalty?" 

In the mean time the daughter of one of the moft 
illuflrious, and, perhaps alfo, the fnofl wealthy houfe 
in Europe, was reduced* to a fituation bordering on 
extreme poverty. The Duke of Modena, on being 
applied to, excufed himfelf from receiving Mademoi- 
felle d'Orleans, on account of political motives, and 
contented himfelf with tranfmitting 1^0 louls d*or 
for the relief of the neceffities of his niece ! 

At 
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' At length the Princefs de Conti confented to take 
the young lady under her proteftion ; on this, after 
xnzny tender adieus on both fides, Madame de Genlrs 
left Switzerland, re enteied Germany, defcende4 the 
Rhine in a boat to Cologne, and, travelling in a pri-' 
vate carriage to Utretcht, remained there for fome 
weeks. She then fet out from^^Oud-Naarden, in 
company with a trader, in a kind of ftage-waggohy 
half full of merchandife, where, however, fhe found 
means to fleep infinitely better than fhi had ever 
been able to do, in thofe gilded vehicles fo improperly 
termed dormeufes. At Ofnaburgh, fhe tired a ca- 
briolet, arrived at Hamburgh in July 1794, and pro- 
ceeding direSly to Ahona, live3 eight months in a 
retired manner, affuming a feigiled name, that (he 
might avoid notice, and be allowed to purfue her li- 
terary occupations in tranquillity. 

She then hired a farm in Danifti Holftein, about 
five leagues from Hamburgh, where fhe has re- 
fided ever fince with her niece Madame Valence, 
and that lady's hufband*. 

Madame de Sillery, notwithftanding her repeated 
folicitations, has not as yet been able to get her name 
crafed from the lift of emigrants. She is extremely 
defirous of returning into her native country, fully 
xJetermined to refpe6t the new order of things^ as 
fhe deems it criminal to oppofe herfelf to the wifh of 

a whole nadon ; but whatever may occur, fhe is re- 

^■11 ^ ,11. , , , • I »»— ^^ 

• Gen. Valence, who, after d!ftlT\gui(hl^ himfclf by his extraor- 
dinary prowefs, firft joined in Dumouriez"'s revolt, and then cnii- 
grated along with ium. 

Z3 ' fo\N^i 
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fblved to continue a French citizen, even in a foreign 
land) if (he cannot be one within the circuit of the 
xepublick. 

** No pecuniary intereft induces me," fays fhc^ 
** to return to my native country ; I pofieis no 
perfonal fortune, and I can only claim a dowry, 
the very recolledion of which ftrikes me with 
horrour. 

" My fole motive is to obtain that juftice which' 
is my due, and once more embrace my daughter, 
my grandchildren and friends, whom heaven has 
ftill preferved to me. I fliould alfo w'ifli to repair to 
Marfeilles, to offer the fuccour of a truly maternal 
tendernefs to my innocent and unfortunate, pupils. 
£ut if I be rcfufcd this requeft, I fhall bear my 
ftrange deftiny with refignation. I have fulfilled my 
duties^ I have at length obtained an honourable 
aiylum, and I fhall find in my own confcience, and 
in the efteem of thofe I love, all the cenfolation 
which I myfelf require." 

C. A. BRULART BE SILLERY, 

The bufbai?d of the former, was born at Paris in 
1756, and known before the revolution by the title of 
Count de Genlis, He was a man of great -courage, 
wit, and talents; he had ferved in the marine in In- 
dia, and was covered with wounds, received in the 
fcrvice. When only twenty years of age, he obtained 
the crotx de St, L ''uis^ for a brilliant a£lion achieved 
by hinit 

He 
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He was nominated a member both of the conftl- 
tuent aflembly and the natlohal convention, in the 
latter of which he fat as a deputy from the depart- 
ment of La Somme. 

He agd his wife feem to have been very cool in 
their attachment to each other, for at the age of 
thirty fhe fliut herfelf up in a convent at Bellechajff^ 
where (he feems to have confined herfelf during thir«> 
teen years. They, however, wrote to each other in 
the Under eft manmr pojftble^ and on her return from 
England, he repaired to Calais, to attend her to tb^ 
capitals . • • 

He voted againO: the death of Louis, an^ on this 
eccafion tranfmitted the following letter to Madame 
de Genlis, who was: then ftbroad^ being confidered as 
an emigrant : . 

" Je vous cnvoye mon opinion imprimce, vous 
verrez qu'cn opinant pour la reclufion jufqu'a lapaTx^ 
je dis franchement, et qu'il ne merite point la mort,ct 
que nous n'avons point le droit de le juger, &c. J*ai 
fuivi les mouvemens de ma confcience, fachant tres- 
bien qi;e cette opinion cnoncee fi nettement eft I'ar- 
ret de ma mort." 

On being requefted by his wife to emigrate, he 
anfwered in the true ftile and fpirit of a gallant 
officer, " Qu'il ne deferteroit jamais." 

He was imprifoned * for fome time, then included 

in 

' • ■ ' ■ * 

• " Sillcry entered into a regular comniercial negociation for his 
liberty, and the bargain was at length fealed with a prefent of twd 
hundred bottles of his champagne. However^ notwithftanding this, 
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in the profcription of the deputies of the Girande^ 
and executed on the 31ft of Oftober 1793, in the 
37th year of his age. 

M. ROLANl), 

MIKXSTXB or THX HOME DXPAfTMSNT. 

Amidft the exceffes of the revolutionary govern- 
ment, it may"have been difficult to appreciate the 
great men who appeared fucceffively on the political 
ftage. The panegyricks of interefted individuals, 
the denunciations of perfonal enemies, the clamdurs 
of difappointed fadtion, the arts and intrigues of 
partyj— all tend to throw a cloud around the judg- 
ment, and render even the pureft char after equivocal 

The days of terrour and deluftbn are, however, 
now paft ; the profcriptions of the modern Syllas 
and Mariufes are at an end; Robespierre, Marat, 
and St. Just, have been punifli^d; and, alas! Ro- 
land himfelf is no more ! 

At the reprcfentation of one of the tragedies of 
^fchylus, the Athenian people, aflembled in the 



he di4 not, procure his eiUire liberation, but was confined at the 
Luxembourg lefs rigoroufly than before, and allowed to cohyeriv 
with whomfoever he pleafed. 

" Two or three women of bad fame, dependent on fome of the. 
members t)f the committees of public fafety and general furety, formed' 
a kind of commercial fociety, and ftipulated the price to be paid 
either for the deliverance or gentln ufage of every remarkable citizen. 
The Cordeliers at this time attempted to demonftrare the neceflitf 
of making away with fufpeded pcrfons, and 'puniflimcnts were de- 
nounced againft thofe who fpoke unfavourably of tht i^aiHicres pf < 
September." Madame Rtland^s A^aL 

public 
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publick theatre, on the repetition of a fentence in com<* 
xnendation of morrJ goodnefs, inftantly fixed their 
eyes on the fon of Lyfimachus. Perhaps pofterity, 
while perufing the hiftory of the prefent times, may 
burft out into, commendations at the name of the 
modern Arijiides* ": 

Roland, known before the revolution by the de- 
signation of M. Roland dei la P latter e^ w^s a native 
of the South of France, having been born at le Clos 
la P latter iy four leagues from V illefranche, in 1 7 32* 
His family) which was ancient, pofTeiTed a fief, and, . 
having attained conliderable eminence in the law,, 
was ronfidered as appertaining to what was then 
termed Nobleffi de la robe*. 

He 



* This clr€um{lance was recurred tOy as a reproach agalnil Rq-* 
land, by the Mountain party, when they wiihed to render him un« 
popular. It was alfo conHdered as a crime, that letters of nobility 
had been folicited for him in 17S4. 

** On a reproch6 a Roland d'avoir follicite des lettres denoblefTej 
voici la T^rir.e. Sa famille en avoit les privileges depuis pluOeurs 
(iecles, par charges, mais qui ne les tranfmettoient point ; et par 
Topulence qui en foutient toutes les marques, armoires, chapelle, 
livrce, fief, &c. * 

•< L^opulence difparut ; elle fut fuivie d*une mediocrite honnete, 
€t Roland avoit la perfpedive de iinir fes jours dans un domaine, le 
feul qui refla a fa famille, et qui appartient encore a fon aine \ il 
crut avoir droit, par fon travail, a alTorer a fes defcendans un avan< 
tage dont fes anteurs avoient joui, et qu'il auroit dedalgn^d'acheter. 
II prefente fes litres en confequence, pour obtenir des lettres de re- 
connoiffance de noblefle ou d'annobliifement. C'etoit au commence- 
ment de 1784 ; je ne fais quel eft Thomme qui, a cette epoque, et 
dans fa fituation, evit cru contraire a fagclTe d'en &ire autant. Jo 
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He was the younger of five brothers, and as a con- 
fiderable part of the patrimonial fortune had been dif- 
fipated, it was intended to get rid of, by placing him 
in the church. This he objefted to, as not fuiting 
his difpofition, and, at the age of nineteen^ left the 
paternal manfion, and went to Nantes, with a view 
of failing to the Indies. 

The weak ftate of his lungs, accompanied with ^ 
fitting of blood, prevented the execution of this pro- 
ySt; he therefore repaired to Rouen, where his re-' 
lation M. Godinot, an infpe^lor of manufa£hires> 
propofed tohim to follow this^branch of adminift ration, 
•—He complied with the invitation, and foon diftin- 
l^uiflied himfelf by his induftry, aftivity, and, above 
all, by his difintereftednefs. In confequcnce of his 
extraordinary merits, he was employed by govern* 
ment, and received an appointment, whicb> if not 
eemmenfurate with his merits, at leaft fupplied all 
his wants, and fatisfied his ambition. His chief (ie>- 
light was in ftudy 5 he became a man of letters in his* 
youth, and was a philofopher, not only in theory but 
in praftice. 

. Refiding at Amiens, in 1775, in his official capa-^ 
city, he happened to vifit at the houfe of a Madame 



vlns a Paris, jevis blentot que les nouveaux intendans du com- 
trierqe, jaloux de Ton anciennete dans une partie d'adminiftration 
<ni il en favoit plus qu*eux, en contradidion avec fes opinions far 
la liberte du commerce qu'iLdefendoit avec vigueur, en lot. donnant 
les atteftations requifes de fes grands travaux» qu*ils ne pouvoient 
refufer> n*y mettroient pas l*accent qui fait reuflir. Je jugeai que 
C*etoit une id6e a laifler dormir> et je nt pouflai point les tehtatives/* 

Cannet> 
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Cannet, from whom he heard a great deal about a 
very extraordinary young Parifian, called Mademoifelle 
Phlipon, the daughter of a refpeftablc artift, whofe 
pi£hire he at the fame time faw and admired. As he 
repair^ every winter to the capital, he requefted a 
letter of introduflion to the lady of whom he had 
heard fo much, and received one * from the hands of 
Sophia Cannet, who had lived for fbme time iri the 
fame convent, and carried on a regular correfpondencc 
with her. 

On his arrival in Paris, he proceeded to her father's , 
houfe, and found her in mourning for the death of a 
beloved mother. Her afflidions had tinted her lovely 
countenance with a foft and tender melancholy, 
which proved highly interefting to her philofophical 
vifitor, who, notwithftanding his admiration of the 
ancients, was captivated at the fight of a handfome, 
modern French woman, of twenty -one years of age. 
He himfclf at this period appeared to be rather more 
than forty, tall in perfon, negligent in his attitudes, 
and with that kind of ruJI about him, which ufually 
accompanies ftudious men. His manners, however, 
were at once fimple and eafy, and without poflefling 
the elegance of high life, he feemed to ally the po- 



♦ " Cette lettrc tc fera remifc," m*ecrIvoit ma bonne amic, <* par 

le philofophc, dont je t'ai fait quelquefois mention, M. Roland de la 

PlatKrej homme eclaire, de moeurs pures, a qui Ton nc pcut rc- 

procher que fa grande admiration pour Ics ancicns aux depcns dcs 

modemes qu*il deprife, ct le fpible de trop aimer a parler de lui.'*— 

Ce portrait eft moins qu'une ibauche; mais le trait fe trouvoit juftc 

ct bien falii. 

^j>pel a Pimj^rtkle peft/rite, ^ar la dtoyfme Roland, 
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litenefs of a man of birth with the 'gravity of a 
philofophcr. 

Although very thin, of a yellow complexion, and 
with a forehead already beginning to appear bald 
yet his features were regular: but in the opinion of 
his miftrefs he feemed rather refpeStable than fe* 
ducing. In difcourfe, his countenance evinced a 
fubtle kmd of fmile, and he became extremely ani- 
mated when he argued on any fubjeft. His voice 
was mafculine, his periods were (hort, and his con- 
verfation full of matter, for his head was replete with 
ideas. 

At that period he had juft returned from the tour 
of Germany; in 1776, he made preparations for vifit- 
ing Italy, and as he had by this time conceived a great 
regard for his new acquaintance, he depofited all his 
manufcripts in her hand, which were to be at her 
difpo&l, if any misfortune (hould happen to him in 
the courfe of his journey. Such a confpicuous mark 
of efteem appears to have affefted her greatly, and 
perhaps laid the foundation of that regard which af- 
terwards produced a clofer union. 

During his abfence, one of his brothers, a bene- 
diftine prior of the college of Clugny, at Paris, a 
ifnan of talents, gentle manners, and amiable charac* 
ter, often called on Mademoifclle Phlipon, with 
fiews concerning her lover, and he read to her his 
obfervations on the men, manners, and manu&c^ 
tures of th^ countries through which he paflcd; 
ihefe were aftervrards publifhcd. 

On 
8 
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On his return, M. Roland rcptztti his viiits^ and 
an intimate friendihip was foon eftablifhed between 
thefn : but when, at the end of five years, he preiTed 
her to marriage, the young lady at firft dedined enter* 
ing into that ftate, from the moft generous motives : 
fhe imagined the union might not be ^together 
agreeable to his family, and ihe knew that it could 
not be advantageous, for although bred up in the ex- 
pe£bition of a large dowery, an income of .five hun« 
dred livres a year, and her wardrobe, at thfs moment 
cohftituted her fole fortune. 

Her father, who was perhaps afraid of being quef- 
tioned by a foii-in-law, co^iceming the property 
which he had diffipated, refilled his confent to the 
union, after that of his daughter had been obtainc|l. 
In confequence of this, fhe retired to a convent, and 
M. Roland, afFeSed, on his return to town, at feeing 
her appear at the grate, infilled on her immediately 
becooilng his wife, and after obtaining his fuit, loved 
her more and more, in proportion as he became 
better acquainted with her many eftimable quali- 
ties. 

The firft year of their union was fpent in Paris, 
whether Roland had been called by the Intendants of 
Commerce^ who wilhed to make new regulations 
refpefting manufaftures ; regulations which he com- 
bated, in oppofition to his own private intereft, but 
with all his might, becaufe founded on narrow. no- 
tions, and hoftile to thofe principles of general li- 
berty, which he wilhed to introduce. 

A a Duriu£ 
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During his refidence in the capital,- he/^shifed 
ibme papers which he had drawn up for^e academy 
to be printedi and he prepared his manufcripts rela- 
tive to Italy. 

Madame Roland, on this occadon, correfled the 
proof fheets, and made out fair copies of his intended 
publication, relative to the South of Europe. She 
^at the fame time went through a courfe of natural 
hiftory, applied herfelf to the ftudy of botany ; and 
as the heJSth of her hufband was very clelicate, did 
not fcruple to fuperintend the management of the 
table, or even to prepare fuch difhes with her own 
hand, as were hkcly to agree with his delicate 
ftomach* .:^^ 

The next four years were fpcnt at Amiens, where 
{he became a mother * and a nurfe, without ceafing 
to participate in the literary labours of her hufband, 
who was entrufled with a confiderable part of the 
New Encyclopedia. This happy couple never 
quitted their fludy, but in order to vifit the neigh- 
bouring country; during thofe folitary rambles, 
Madame Roland made an herbal of the plants of 
Picardy, and a tafle for aquatick botany, produced a 
little work on that fubjeit f. 

In 1784, they reaicved to the generality of JLyons, 
and refided for fome time near Villefranche, in the 
houfe where M. Roland was born, along with his 



• She never had but one chilU — a lovely daughter, whom file 
herfelf fucklcd, and Who furvivcs her. 
f UArt du T^wlicr, 

mother 
6 
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moi(Pii?^nd his eldeft brother, who was a canon* 
Some domeftick chagrins feepi to have rendered their 
flay here rather drfagreeable, for Madame la Platiere 
was ill-natured, and her eldeft (on aftci^ed a fuperio- 
rity over the youngeft, which was intolerable to a 
man of a bold, original, and independent mind. Two 
of the winter months were conftantly fpent at Lyons, 
then confidered as one of the firft cities of the king- 
dom, and the refort of all the provincial nobility. 

In 1784, they vifited England^ and in ^87 made 
the tour of Germany* 

On the death of Madame la Platiere, they refided 
chiefly at the family manfion, called, Le Clos la Pla* 
iierej fituated_in the parifli of Thexee. The foil 
does not appear fertile, but it produces excellent 
wine, and is the laft region of the vineyards on this 
fide of the high mountains of Beaujolois. 

In this fylvan retreat, Roland purfued his^ litepw]^?. 
labours in an uninterrupted fucceffion,, «while his' 
amiable confort entered into all jhe details«o£|ruraI 
^economy. The neighbouring'peafantry i^erVound 
a friend, during the hour of diftrefs, and fhe became 
the phyfician of the adjacent country. 

In 1789^ fhe fnatched her hufband from the rava^ 
ges of a horrible malady; fat up fix days and nights 
without either fleepirg or changing her clothes, and 
nurfed him with unconimon tendernefs during a con- 
valefcence of fix months. 



'\; At this pci iod M. Roland was well known to the prefcnt Prc- 
fident of the Royal Society, and vifited frequently at his houfe; 

A a 2 Kx. 
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At length Ait period of the revolution J/ffedj 
and this reipe£table family, abandoning domeftick 
cafe, prepared both to a£t and to fuffer in the caufe 
of freedom. The friends of humanity, the adorers 
of liberty, they fondly hoped that the epoch of me- 
liorating the condition of the human race was ar- 
rived ; and that the miferies of the lower orders in 
France, at which they had fo often wept, was about 
to be done away. In this difpofition of mind, they 
confidere^the convocation of the ftatesr general as 
a happy augury, and hailed that great event witb 
transport. 

' Happening to be at Lyons about this time, the 
opinions of Roland converted many of his former 
friends into bitter enemies. Habituated to the (elfiih 
calculations of^fipmmerce, they could not conceive 
how it was poffiDle to provoke and applaud thoie 
**^in|;e% by which the inferiour clafTes were i^ne 
Siciy to.|pofit! 

11^ f^rtots of that city, on the other hand, were 
*rejoited0beholdafBan of family, worth, and for* 
tune, attached to their interefts, and oh the fiift 
formation of a municipality he was eleded one of the 
•officers. In this ftation he foon diftinguifhed him- 
Iblf by his talents, and fliil more by his inflexible 
integrity. Thefe ineftimable qualities occafloned 
him to be employed in an important miflion to the 
conftituent afTembly. Difcuilxons concerning com- 
merce at that pej^ occupied the attention of the 
legiflature, and it was neceflary that the fecond city 
in the empire, one too, fo &mous for its population, 

_ opulence, 
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opulence, and manufa£tures, fhould have a ikilful 
agent in the capital to watch over its interefti. The 
immenfe debts with which it was burthened was- 
alfo another confideration of no fmall coofequence. • ' 

Roland was accordingly fixed upon, and he re* 
paired with his ifamily to Paris, where he fpent a 
whole year, and foon fornred connexions that raifed 
him to the higheft dignities of the ftate. His cha* 
rader was already eftablifhed ; he was a member of 
all the academies of the South of France, and had 
drawn up the cahiers of the city of Lyons, on ttyp 
convocation of the States General, at the exprefs 
recommendation of the fociety of agriculture. , 

After faithfully difbharging the various fun£Hons 
of his new appointment, he returned to his native 
province, and foon after learned that the office of /»»- 
fpe£for was aboliflied. Thirty-eight years of con- 
ftant and affiduous fervice entitled him to fome pro- 
vifion, and it was with a view to obtain this, that he 
returned to the capital in December 1791; but he 
foon found that the fituation of publick affairs was 
fuch, that particular interefts muft give way, and he 
accordingly feems from that moment to have aban- 
doned every idea of an indemnification. 

It was at that period he formed an acquaintance 
v^^ith Briflbt: this circumftahce contributed greatly 
to decide his future deftiny. By him he was intro- 
duced to the Jacobin club, then an aflemblage of 
the tpoft enlightened patriots of the age; but he 
never afcended the tribune. Soon after his admiffion 
he was nominated; a member of the committee of 

A a 3 CQtt^- 
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correfpondence> and as he was aififted by his wife, h!s 
induftiy was confidered as exemplary. 

Several ^puties of the afiembly were accuftomed 
to meet in a large apartment in the Place Venihu^ 
and Roland, whofe knowledge and tnt^rity were 
now generally known, was invited to repair thither $ 
but the diftance was fb great from the quarter in 
^vfaich he lived, that he went but feldom. Tlie few 
times he appeared there encreafed, however, the good 
opinion before conceived of him, and led to his im- 
Inediate advancement. 

Publick afiairs, at this period, afliimed a doudy 
afpeft, and much jealoufy had been excited by the Tuf- 
picious conduA of the court. The adminiftration 
was cotnpofed of men unfriendly to the caufe of li- 
lierty, and by dieir anions they appeared far from 
1)eing indifpofed to overturn a conftitutron which the 
ICing had relufiantly fworn to maintain, and which 
*hc ieemed defirous to overthrow on the firft favour- 
able opportunity. His fecriet advifcrs, however, 
'began to be afraid of the confequences ; 'for the 
whole nation was aroufed. It was faid, that if 
Louis were fincere, inftead of choofmg his mintfters 
from among T)he adherents of the ancient fyftem, he 
^would ftileA publick fundtionaries, whofe civifm was 
unfpotted. 

Fear or weakneft at length inclined the court to 

liften to the genend wtfh, and it was decided with 

*'et{ual ftcrecy aitd cunning, either to gain <^rer the 

'new minifters, or difmils them. It was accordingly 

agreed u{»>n> that a patriojt adminiftration fliould be 

formed I 
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formed; and as fome of the Ginndtfts were confulted 
as to the proper perfons to be put in nomination j the 
committee of the Place Vendome i.iflantly pointed 
oirt Roland, as an able man who had written on ie- 
vera! different branches of adminiftration, who pofr 
fefled experience^, enjoyed an unfuUied reputationt 
And who, to a proper age and exemplary morals, ^ded 
a decided attachioent to liberty, the principles of 
which he had indlfcaled in his writings, anteriour to 
the commencement of the revolution; 

The King, who was not unacquainted with thefe 
fa£b, confented, and BriifoC waited on Madame Ro- 
land, in order to found her about the inclinations of 
her huflband, refpe(5ling (o important a charge as that' 
of Minifter of the Home Department. 

•Roland was not infenfible either to the refponfibi^ 
lity attached to fuch an o£Eice, or the dangers and 
difficulties accompanying his acceptance of it> at 
fuch a critical period. But he was convinced, on 
.the other hand, that his intentions were pure^ his de- 
figns honourable ;. and he accordingly accepted the 
appointment, with a fixed determination to exercife 
his fimdions no longer than he could prove iervice* 
able to the ftate. 

^The very next day D.umouriez, then at. the head 
of the foreign department^ called on Roland, in com« 
pany with Briffot, to announce that the King had 
chofen him minifter of the interiour ; he at the fame 
time afTured his new colleague of the ilncere i iten- 
tions on the part of his MajeftjE, to.(LippcNrt the on* 
fiitution, and hoped that the political machine would 



4 

a^i M. ROLAND. 

move with uniformity, as but one opinion would 
thenceforth prevail in the cabinet. 

-The fucceeding morning was the time fixed for 
prefenting the new minifter, after which he was to 
take the oaths, and his feat at the council board. It 
was ufual on thofe occafions to repair thither in what 
was termed a court drefs \ but this did not fuit the 
firnple manners of the philofopher to whom the home 
department was now entrufted. On the contrary, 
he went to the palace, arrayed as ufual, with a few thin 
filvery hairs, fimply combed down his venerable head, 
a round hat, a plain brown coat, and his {hoes tied with 
Mack ribands*. No fooner did the courtiers receive 
intimation of this event, and beheld a philofopher 
difdaining to fubjeft himfelf to their miferablc ^/z- 
quettej than they furveyed him with a certain degree 
of horrour,- and toraplained of the fcandal likely to 
*€nfue from his conduft f- 



' • When Dr. Ffanklinhad a confcrfencewith Louis XVJ. be 
could not \^ prevailed upon to dlter any part o£ his drefs. 

f. << Ces valets de la cour^ <}ui attacholen^ la plus.^ande. impor- 
tance a Tetiquette dont ils tenoient leu'r exIAence, le coniid^rent 
,avcc fcandale et meme une forte d*effroi j Tun d*eux s'approche de 
'DumotfVieztrft ffonjant icfourcil,' ^lui dh a roreiUe, en montraxit 
•des yeux r^ibjttldc fa conlteniattoif : 
' — " Monfleur ! point de boucles a fes fouliers !— '* 

<< Dumouriez^ pretc a la repartie, et fe rcveunt d'un {erienx 
fomique s'ecric. , 
"■ —:.<»' Mo'rificUrf 'toift eft perdu !" 
- *t Leialettourot bientfit ct fit rirc ccux qui en avolent le moins 

; . Louis, 
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Louis, who had now admittenhe patriots into the 
adminiftration of publick affairs^ endeavoured to gain 
their confidence^ and he fucceeded fo cfHsdually dur- 
ing the iirll three weeks, that they were enchanted 
with his conduct, and a&ually began to felicitate 
tfiemfelves on having miftaken his character. His 
Majefty, however, did not fecm difpofed to proceed 
to bufinefs, and employed the time (pent at the coun« 
cil table in joking|P|UiDumouriez,afking queftions 
re^e£ling commerce and manufactures from Ro* 
land, and in reading the French gazettes, or the 
Englifli journals. 

- Whenever the new minlfters wifhed to decide re» 
lative to the condud of the Auftrians, he carefully 
eluded the difcuflion, but at the fame time nianifefled 
the mod marked repugnance to hoftilities. 

At length the menacing attitude aflumed by the 
court of Vienna produced a crifis. Servan, the mi- 
nifter at war, propofed to the aflembly the forma- 
tion of a camp of twenty thouland men, under the 
walls of Paris. This fcheme was adopted with en- 
thufiafm, as was alfo another for repreffing the refrac- 
tory clergy, who wifhed to ftir up a fpirit of fanati- 
cifm among the people. 

All the fix minifters fupported thefe two decrees,, 
as abfolutely neceflary in the then pofture of afFairs ;, 
but the court, which had fchemed the return of the 
ancient defpotifm, by means of partial revolts on one 
hand, and a fecret communicacion with the foreiga 
enemy on the other, became exceiSvely alarmed on 

.hearing 
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hearing of meafuresTo admirably calculated to fruf- 

trate all their plans. *^ 

The King had determined to refufe his fan£lion, 

but he did not wifh to give a dire^ft negative, and 
therefore delayed to fignify his refolution, in order 
to gain time, and form a new mioiftry. To enable 
him to accomplifli this, the Queen fent for Dumou* 
riez, and had feveral conferences with that crafty gene- 
ral) who had become tired of ccd^|(ues who were too 
auftere in their manners to be agreeable to him, and 
too well acquainted with the world, to be impofed 
upon by his intrigues. They did not approve of the 
appointment of Bonne-Carrere, for whom he had pro- 
cured the crofs of St. Lours, atld had nominated di^ 
re£torrgeneraI of foreign affairs, becaufe they con(i<» 
dered him as a mere intriguer^ equally deftitute of 
talents and diara&en Roland aJfo, had reproached 
the minifter himfelf with his condu<S):, as he had di& 
covered that one hundred thoufand livres were lodged 
at a notary's, by way of payment for a publick office^ 
which money was to be (hared between his confidcn- 
tial fecretary and his miftrefs Madame Beauvert. 
- No fooner did the minifter at the head of the fo- 
reign department find himfelf deteftcJ, and perceive 
at the fame time that the greater part of the other 
minifters were difagreeable to the King, than he de- 
termined to procure their difiniflion, and proceed to 
a new nomination. Roland, on the other hand,' be^ 
ing refolved to come to an immediate explanation 
with his Majefty, and either prevail upon him to af- 

fent 
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ient to the two decrees, pr, in. the event of a reftifal, 
give in his own refignation^ determrned to tranfmit 
bis fentiments on this fubjeft. Accordingly, when 
the King requefted the written opinions of all the 
members of the council, Roland feized that opportu- 
nity of conveying the famous letter ♦ to the Execu- 
tive; a performance written with a boldnefs to 
which Louis had been unaccuftomed, and evidently 
compofed in the 4{j|iifidence that the Prince was 
unfriendly to the conftitution he had fworn to 
maintain: 

" Sire, ^ * .' 

" The prefent ftate of affairs in France cannot be 
of long duration. It is a. crifis at its higheft degree 
of violence, and muft terminate in afhock that inte- 
refts your Majefty as much as it dees the whole em- 
pire. Honoured with your confidence, and placed 
in a fituation in which it behoves me to fpealc the 
truth to you, I venture to do it without d/^uife ; it 



• Madame Roland appears to have held the pen on this oc- 
cafion : 

•* Je fis la fameufe lettre, &c. 

** Je reviens i la letife, qui fut tracee d'un trait, comme ^-pcu- 
pres tout cc que je feifiis de ce genre j car fentir la neccflite, la con- 
venance d'une chofe, coiicevoir fon bon effet, defirer de ie pro- 
duire, et jeter au moule Tohjet dent cet eftet devoit refulter, n'ctoit 
pour moi qu'une ir.emc operation. 11 etoit p is dans le cabinet 
de mon marl, ce Pachc^q\i\ dans la meme annee, fit calomnler Roland, 
€t neus fait pourfuivre aujourd*hui comme cnncmis de la libert6. 
Lorfque no.is lumes cette lettre entre nous: ** C'eft unc demarche 
bien hardie!" " Difoit alors cet hypociite que je prenois pour un 

fage. Hardie! fans doutcj mais eik eft jufte ct neccflairc; 

xju' importc Ic rtite ? '* 
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is indeed an obligation under which your Majefty 
yourfelf has laid me. 

*• The -French have given themfelves a conftita- 
tion, and it has produced malecontents and rebels.-^ 
The majority of the nation approve of and have ^ 
iWorn to maintain it at the expence of their lives. 

^ They have confidered the war with £itis£idion) 
as the grand expedient for eftablifliing the conftitu« 
tion; yet, buoyed up by hopcfp^ the minority' have 
exerted their united efForts againft it. Hence arifes 
that inteftine conAiSt with the laws, that anarchy 
which all good citizens lament, and of which ill- 
difpofed people have not failed to take the advantage, 
Jn order to countenance their afperfions againft the 
new government. 

*• Hence thofe opinions which are every where 
fpread abroad, and every where fomented ; for in no 
part is indifference of opinion to be found. The 
triumph or the change of the conflitution is the cry 
of all ; they labour either to maintain or to new- 
model it. I Ihall only touch upon what the prefent 
circumftances of things require, and with the utmoft 
impartiality fuggeft an idea of the turn affairs may 
be expeAed to take, and what meafures would be 
prudent to adopt. 

** You enjoyed. Sire, great prerogatives, and 
which, indeed, your Majefty conceived to be inherent 
to ro]ralty» Bred up under the idea of prefcrving 
thofe prefogatives, you could not fee yourfelf de^ 
prived of them with fatisfedion. The defirc of To- 
covering them wa$ as natural as the regret you fek 

at 
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at their diffolution. Thefe fcntiments, which are 
natural to the human heart, have had their proper in<> 
fluence on the minds of the anti-revolutlonifts. 

" They have, accordingy, depended upon being fe- 
cretly favoured by your Majefty, until circumftances 
permitted an open declaration in their behalf. Thi» 
pofture of things could not but have been evident to 
the whole nation;' and it v/2S fuificient to put men 
upon their guard. Your Majefty ha^then been aU 
ways under the neceffity,' of either yielding to the 
force of habit and private inclination^ or of making 
iacrifices dijSated by philofophy, and called for by 
neceffity. • 

** Every thing has its term of duration, and thA 
of uncertainty has at length arrived. Can your Ma- 
jefty openly ally yourfelf with the pretended reform<^ 
ers of the conftitution ? or is it incumbent upon you 
genercufly to give yourfelf entirely up. to prompte its, 
triumph i Such is the true ftatement of a queftion, 
the folution of which the prefent ftate of things ren- 
ders of inevitable neceflity. 

"As to the nietaphyfical query, * Whether the 
French are ripe for liberty?' it is foreign to the 
fubjedi before us: for it is not our bufinefs to con* 
fider what we fliould become in a century hence, but 
to fee what the prefent generation are capable of. 

" In the midft of the fermentations of the four laft 
years, what has taken place ? Privileges burdenfome 
to the lower orders of the community have been abo- 
lilhed i the ideas of juftice and equality have been uni« 
verfally fpread* abroad} they have. found their way 

B b CN^t^ 
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every where. The acknowledgement of the rights 
of the peoplei which has been folemnlf alloiRDdy is 
become a (acred do&rine in politidcs* 

^ The hatred againft the nobles had been Imig 
fioce inipired by the nature of the feuc^ fyftem s it 
is now increafed and exafperated by dieir manifeft 
oppofition to the conftitution* The people confi* 
dered thele nobles in an odious light, on account of . 
the oppreffive privileges diey enjoyed ; but they 
would have forgot tbeir hatred on the abolition of 
thofe privileges, if the condud of the nobility £nce 
that period had not afforded every reafon to confider 
their rank with difguft, and to oppofe it as an irre- 
0>ncileMe enemy to their well-being, 

^* The publick attachment to the conftitution in-' 
creafed in like proportion: the people not only de- 
rived eflential advantages from it, but were perfiiaded 
ftill greater benefits were preparing, fince thofe 
who were accuftomed to opprefs them were en* 
deavouring with fuch earneftnefs tadeftroy or to 
modify it. 

^ The declaration of rights is become a political 
gofpel, and the French conftitution a religion ; in 
the defence of which the people are ready to periih. 
Thus their zeal fometimes went fo far as to fupply 
the place of law; and when its influence was not 
fuflicient to reftrain the difturbers of the publick 
peace, the citizens took upon themfelves the talk of 
puniffaing them. 

^ it is thus the pofleffions of the emigrants have 

been expofed to the ravages incited by vengeance.— 

5 Thus 
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Thus fo many departments weVe under the neceflity of 
adop^fl^ fevere meafures in refped to the clergy whom 
the puDiick opinion had profcribed, and^of whom fome 
would otherwife have been viftims to its refentment. 

** In the colllfton of interefts, every fentiriient af- 
fumed the tone of paffion. Our country is not a mere 
word, created by the warmdi of imagination ; it is a 
being to which we oiFer facrifice ; to which we are 
the more attached by the very folicitude it brings 
upon us ; which we love on account of the benefits 
we hope to derive from it; and every injury ofFcrcd 
to our native land proves the means of increafing 
our enthufiafm. 

** To what a height did this enthufiafin rife, wheir 
the machinations of foreign enemies were added to 
thefe of the domeftick foe, in order to perpetrate all 
that could be conceived wicked and fatal ? The fer- 
mentation is extreme in various parts of the em- 
pire ; it will burft upon us with a dreadful explofion^ 
unlefs it be' calmed by reafenable confidenGe in your 
Majefty's intentions: but this confidence will not be 
eftabliflied by mere promifes and proteftations^ it can 
only reft upon fads. 

^^ The French nation knovir tbattheii; conftitation 
can fuftain itfelf, and government will have all ne- 
ceflary aid, whenever your Majefty, wifliing well to 
the confiitution, fhall fuppoct the legiflative body, by 
caufing theiy decrees to be executed, and thus do away 
every pretext for popular difcontent, and every hope 
of the diiaffeded.. 

B b 2 <« For 
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" For inftance^ two important tlccrecs have been 
ifluedj both eflentially concern public tran^flUity 
and the welfare^ of the empire : their not bein^anc- 
tioned gives birth to miftruft ; if this be put off, it will 
Create malecontcnts ; and it is my duty to fay, in the 
prefcnt cffervefcence of the people's minds, difcontent 
may lead to any thing. It is no longer time to re- 
cede; it is no longer time to temporize. =^he revo- 
lution is edabliffied in the publick mind; it will be 
completed by the effufion of blood, if wifdom does> 
not guard againft evils which can yet be warded off. • 

'* If force were recurred to in order to reftrain 
the National Affembly — if terrour were fpread. 
through Paris, and difunion and conflernation in its 
vicinity— France would rife with indignation; and, 
diftrafted.by the horrours of a civil war, fhe would 
difplay that gloomy energy, the parent of virtues and 
crimes, but crtv fatal to thofe who provoke it. 

*' Publick fafety and your Majefty's individual hap* 
pinefs are clofely linked together; no power canrdi- 
vide them; diftrefles and misfortunes will gather 
round your throne, if it do not reft on thebafis of the 
con ft i tilt ion, and be eftablifhed on that peace, which 
the maintenance of it will at length produce in our 
favour, 

*' Thus theftate of the publick mind, the clrcum- 
ftances of the times, political reafons, your MajeftyV 
own intereft, render it indifpenfible for you ta join 
the legiflative body, and to concur in the nation's 
will. The nation confiders as a neceffity what prin- 
ciples 



dplies point out as a duty r but (he natural fenfiBility 
of this fond people holds out another motive. Youf 
were crudly deceived. Sire, when Wicked oien en«r 
deaToured to excite uneafinieft and miftruft in your 
breafty injurious to tfais^Jund people— diis people Ib^ 
eafily aSeded. 

^ By being perpetually taught not to confife iiv ' 
tlie nation, your own- conduA alarmed them. Let 
die people fee diat you are willing tfie conftitutloi^ 
ftoisld take its courfe— the conftitution to whidt 
they have united their happineft^ and you wiU-fooo 
become die ol^ed of thanks* 

^- The conduA of the dergy in many parts of the 
kingdom,- and the pretext they fiirnilh for commo* 
tionSy have occafioned a wife law to be enaSedt ^ 
againft thofe difturbers of the peace. Let your Ma*- 
jefty's (an^on be given to it; The publick trancyiiU 
lityand the fafety^ of the clergy folicit it. If this- 
law be not put in force, the departments will be 
obliged to»fi&ftitute fevere meafures, as they have^ 
every where done, and the people will fupply its> 
place by violence* 

^ The attempts of our enemies, the fermentatioASv 
in the eapitaly the extreme difquietude audng hqrn^ 
the condud of your guard,, and which the tefthnonies^ 
of facisfadUon given to that body,, ediltuned in yous 
proclamation (a meafure truly impolitici under fuch ' 
circumftances) ftiU iceep up ; the fituation of Paris ;» 
its proximity to the irontlecs, — all contribute to (hew 
the neceifity of a camp in its neighbourhoods ThiSf 
meafure, the wifdom and urgency of which, are id^f 

B b 3 \vfi^ 
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lowed by thinking men, waits only for the fandkn 
of your Majefty. > 

",Why fliould delay create an appearance of re- 
gret on the part of your Majefty, when dispatch 
would deferve grati(;ude on oy rs ? Already have the 
machinations of the Staff of the Parifian natiemt* 
guards againft this meafure, caufed men to fuiped 
that' they aA under fuperiopr influencer— already the 
clamours of certain outrageous demagogues 'raife (vS^ • 
pieion ; already the public opinion expofes the intent* 
tjons of your Majefty. 

^^ A little more delay, and the afflicted people wiU 
imagine they perceive in their King the friend and 
the accdmplice of conrpirators. — Good heaven ! are 
the powers of the earth ftricken with Uindnefs I and 
will they never attend to any counfels, but fuch as 
lead them on to ruin 1 

** I am aware that the language of truth is feldom 
wdl received in courts; I am likewife. fenfible^ that 
as her voice is hardly ever heard there, revolutions 
confequently enfue. 

"Above all, I know that I ought to Q>eak the. 
truth to your Majefty^ not only as a citizen, fubjed 
to the laws, but ^s a minifter honoured with your 
confidence, or invcfted with funftions that imply it | 
nor do I kno w i JH > h at can hinder me from fulfilling a 
Juty which *feel to be incumbent on me ! WiA 
the fame intentions I fhall reiterate my obfervatioM 
to your Majefty on the utility and neceffity of en» 
ibrcing the law, which prefcribes that thero' ihould 
be ^^.fecretary of the council. .This law fpieaks fo 
.i power* 
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powerfu!ly that the execittlon of it ihould unmc«» 
diately follow^ J 

• ♦'♦In flibrt, it is n^fTary, for tlie fake ofrcfponfible 
miniAerS) to ufe means to eftabiiih fedatenefs, wi£> 
dom,' and ctfution, in the deliberations of the council/^ ' 

. Nei^t morning the King turned his back on Seivmiy t 
vrfaa.hap)piened to wait on him about fdnM* official 
matters ; and Dumouriez inftantly demanded the port -, 
folU of the Minlfter o£ War, iniiis Majefty's name. 
A few hours after, Duranthon, the Minifter of Juf-, 
tice, who had confented to refign^ sjong with his eel- 
leagues, was fent for to the caftle, and returned with 
two letters, fignifying the difmiBion of Clavieres and 
Roland. 

No fooner had the Minifter of the Home Depart- 
ment received this intimation, than he inftantly com- 
municated it to the Aflembly, and at the fam^e time 
tranfmitted a copy of the letter he had fent on the 
preceding evening to the King. When the Prefi- 
dent communicated thefe papers, thfe deputies, as if 
a£luated by one common foul, unanimoufly voted, 
that the Minifter of the Interiour had ** retired with 
the thanks and gratitude of his country/* 

Trifling as this may appear at the prefent mo- 
ment, certain it is that the event had a prodigious 
effe£l on the publick mind, by tending to difclofe 
the intentions of the Court, and rendering the fubfe- 
quent conduct of the King fufpicious. 

From that moment the royal ifts and the republic 
cans may be fairly faid to have entered the lifts! in 

ordei 
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order to decide whether Fnune wis henpelbrth to 
become a monarchy or a commonwealth. 

With a view to multiply his aifterentt, the King 
expended immenfe fums of money, gave away Ibme 
thoufandb of croiles of St Louis, attemptjcd to cor* 
rupt feveral of die popular leaders, and aflually paid 
and retained his body guards, after they had bee» 
difbanded by die legiflature. 

At length, on the loth of Ai^;uft, the palace war 
aflailed and taken, nearly the whble of the garriibn- 
was cut in pieces, and the King and royal hmilf 
were made pri(bners* Roland, Clavieres, and Servan,. 
the minifters who wifhed to have prevented thia ca- 
taftrophe, but whole opinions had cnfiired dieif! dif-- 
grace, were inftantly recalled, and three new ones- 
added, t)znton having been appointed to the depart^ 
ment of juftice, Le Brun to that of foreign afiairs,. 
and Monge to the marine *. ' 

The 



* On this, occafion, RoIan«l and Dumouriez once more became^ in' 
fome meafurey colleagues ; but the following letter, from the for- 
mer to the latter, fully demonilrates, that the minifter had not 
forgotten his former conduct. 

**^ Political changes feem to be as various as thofe of war.— ^ 
~Iam once more in the council; you are at the head of the armies.. 
It is your duty to effiice the wrongs of your adminiftrationy and- 
to fulfil the deiliay that leads to your glory ! 

** You were drawn into an intrigue, intended to prove preju- 
dicial to your colleagues, and in your turn were tricked by that 
courts with which you wilhed to be on good terms. 

** But you fomewhat refemble thofe ancient chevaliers, who, at 
times, make little miftakes; which they themfelves arc the firft to 

laugh 
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The Minifter of the Home Department inftantly 
•recommenced his labours, and as it was deemed ne- 
ceflary to infufe a greater portion of fpirit into the 
more diWant departments, the legiflativc aflemWy 
voted one hundred thoufand livres for that purpofe. 
With this view he employed Louvet to publifli the 
Sentinellc, he tranfmitted the beft of the patriotick 
journals to the popular focicties ^r^/i j, and alfo fent 
writings in favour of liberty to the cures or confti- 
tutional re£tors oii|ple different pariihes, and fuch 
zealous citizens as appeared to have the good of 
their country at heart* Out of the ium granted, 
thicty-four thoufand livres only were expended. 

At length a few fanguinary men dipped their hand^ 
in the blood of the clergy and ariftocracy, and 
many members of both jvere deliberately murdered 
in the prifonsj after a mock triaK Roland, and the 



laugh at, and yer, notwlthAanding this, difplay great gallantr/ 
when the point of honour is in que(tion. 

** It muft be confcfled, if this chaiafter does not altogether accord 
with republican aufterity, that Jt proceeds from thofe manners 
which we have not as yet got rid of, and for which we ought to 
pardon you, if you only procure us a few vi^orics. 

** While a member of the council, you will always find me 
ready to fccond your enterprifcs, fo long as they fhall have the 
publick good for their objeft ; I am deaf to all private confidera- 
tions when that comes ii\que(lion, and I will cUerifti you as on©, 
of the defenders of my country, if you devote yourfeif fmccrejy 
to its fervice.** 

Tiiis letter was tranfmitted to Dnmotiriez when he went to the 
frontiers, in order to combat at the head of that army, which f* 
opportunely repulfed the PruflTians and Aullriant. 
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dq>uties of the Gironiij equally (hocked at the injuf- 
tice and the impolicy of thefe proceedings, complained 
aloud) and endeavoured to bring thofe concerned in 
the September maflacres to condign puni(hment« 

Qn this point all good men appear to have agreed; 
but there was another on which there exifted a fatal 
difference of opiniorH this was the punifhment of 
the King. There feems to have been no doubt» on 
the minds of any of the deputies, as to the queftion 
of guilt J and the iron chefl, wta|||^ a blackfmith * of 
Vcrfailles had difcovered to the Minifter of the Home 
Department, difclofed a correfpondence that appeared- 
to afcertain the fa£L It was merely on the policy f 
of the meafure, then^ that the difpute arofe, for 
the Girende were too well informed not to perceive 
that the execution of Louis, and a war widi Eng- 
land, would naturally follow each other. 

Roland wifhed to avoid the evils that enfued, and 
on this very account became unpopular. His houfe^ 
formerly reverenced as if it had beeivthe fan^uary 
of the Divinity, was now treated with outrage 5 his 
perfbn and that of his wife were threatened with 
every indignity, and the lives of both were frequendy 
in the moft imminent danger %• 



* Gamin. •)- « Certes 1 Roland abhorrolt la tyrannie^ et 

crolt Louis coupaUe j mais il vouloit aflurer la libert6 et il la cruci 
perdue des que les mauvaifes t^es eurent pris Tafcendant.** 

Mad. MakmJL 

X They were twice prevailed upon by their friends to deep ftom 
homey but revived not to comply with any future fc^dtadoiis of tht 
lame kind. Madame Roland had always piftols under her piUow» 
>Q order to prcreot violation^ by meant oC a voluntary death t 

Oa 



On this occafiofi the populace wefe inflamed to 
vengeance, by means of the moft diabolical arts. Ro« 
land was at one time reprefented as being a royalift; 
at another, he was conneded with the commotions of 
La Vendee, which now began to afltime a terriiying 
afpe£l, and it was even faid, that he was in league 
with the Duke of Brunfwidc It was alfo induftri- 
oufly circulated, diat he was an ex^ndbk^ and longed 
for die return of the ancient government ! 

Qollet d*HerboiSy ^ho wi(hed for the management 
of the home department, and confldered the minifter 
. as his rival, ftirred up the Jacobins agamft him, while 
Hebert, the fubftitute of the commune "of Paris, in 
his paper called Pere Duchefne^ publifhed daily libels 
with a view to encreafe the odium. 

The Mountain party at length determined to crufh 
their enemies with a fingle blow. Accordingly, on 
the 31ft of May, having filled all the municipal 
offices with dieir own creatures, they procured the 
mayor of Paris to prefent a petition, demanding the 
heads of the Gsrondiffs. The aflembly at firft tef* 
tified its indignation at fo horrid a propofltion, but 
it was menaced by an armed force, and the fimduary 
of the laws was violated by the vileft of the popu* 
lace. Amar, the deputy, was bafe enough to bring 
in a report againft his own colleagues, founded on 
the weakeft and moft ridiculous fufpicions, and the 
Minifter of the Home Department was implicated 



* His name, and that of his friend^ the deputy Louvtty had been 
Aruck out from the lift of members a little before this. 
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along with nearly all the able, good, and virtuous 
men, in the commonwealth. Such a bloody pro- 
fcrtption had not been witnefied fince the days of 
Sylla, and neither under the triumvirs, nor the em- 
perours (the heroick ages of Roman cruelty!) didfo 
many illuftrious men perilh at one time. 

Roland, who remained in office (o long as he could 
a£l with honour, had at length redgned, that his 
name might not he employed to countenance crimed, 
the very mention of which firuck him with horrour. 
He at the fame time delivered in a faithful.ftatement 
of the publick accounts, and with a fcrupulofity that 
ought to have put the defaulters of the day to the 
blufh, entered into a minute detail of the expences 
of his office, exhibiting receipts for every livre iflucd 
during his adminiftration. 

In the mean time he found it necefiary to leave 
Paris, and conceal himfelf, in order to prcferve his 
life. He was inftigated to this by Madame Roland, 
who, trufting to her innocence, and ft ill more perhaps 
to her fex, remained at home, fiut £he was denounced, 
and although claimed by her feftion, and even put 
under its proteftion, was arretted, and carried to 
prifon. 

At the end of a few days (he was fet at liberty, 
under pretext that the neceflary forms had not been^ 
complied with; but this was only to render her 
more completely miferable, as ihe had no fooper 
j)ut her foot within her own door, than (he was once 
more feized, and conveyed to another jail. It would 
have been fome confolation to have known, that (he 

refided 
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refideJ in the fame apartment of the Abbaye that had 
contained her friend the deputy Briflbt^ and the he- 
roine Charlotte Cordet; but (he did not learn this 
circumftance until a little before her death. 

No fooner did the murder of the wife reach the 
ears of the hufband, than he alfo prepared for his 
fatCfc Madame Roland, a little before her execution, 
had prophefied that he would not furvive her, and he 
now fulfilled the too fatal prefage. 

Having been indebted hitherto for an afylum to a 
female friend, who had riflced her own life in order 
to preferve his, he determined that £he fhould not be 
implicated in his fate. He accordingly left her hofpi-^ 
table manfion, and repairing to a fpot on the great road 
leading to Rouen, there gave himfelf the fatal blow.^ 

Thus died \ff his own hand, in the fixtieth year of 
his age, the Neftor of the revolution, the venerable 
Roland, a man fitted rather for the republics of 
Greece and Rome, in their pureft days, than for any 
of the degenerate governments of modern times* To 
unite confiderablc talents with great virtues, natural 
c.idowments with, acquired knowledge, republican 
fentiments with amiable manners, auftere morals with 
a heart full of fenfibility, a cruel death with a fpotlefs 
life; — fuch were the fate and charafter of this vir- 
tuous minifter. Perhaps none of the parties, whe- 
ther royal, ariftocratical, or republican, that appeared 
during the whole courfe of the revolution, have pro- 
duced a purer charafter ; and ther.e is no country in 
Europe but might have gloried in giving birth to fuch 
kn enlightened, illuftrious, and difmterefted citizen* 

C C yK^M\% 
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Although Payan could not be confidcred as a chief 
among the fcvolutionifts of his time, yet the kind of 
ftation he filled required picked men^ and fuch as were 
not likely to flinch in the hour of danger. He per- 
formed, during a whole year, the abominable fun£iion 
of prefident to one of the revolutionary tribunals of 
Paris, and was only removed >from it to occupy the 
place of national agent to the commune, or, in other 
Words, to be Robefpierre's agent in the city. 

The affair of the blondt perruque^ which like 
.^anquo's ghofl: made the French - Macbeth's hair 
ftand on end, deferves to be mentioned, as it (bows 
to what miferable expedients men are driven who 
have deviated from juftice, to prolong their furrcp- 
titious authority. 

On the day confecrated to the Supreme Being, 
the miftrefs of one of the decemvirs fliowed her 
head at the balcony window of the committee room, 
adorned with thefe, artificial trefles. Another lady, 
of the fame quality,. the chere amie of Barrere, who 
had alfo placed herfclf at the window for the con- 
venience of feeing the procefEon, was fluflied with 
envy on obferving that every eye was attradled by 
her rival. Women fight with gentler weapons than 
men : the rival head, therefore, was not to be devoted 
to the guillotine but the cheveux pofiiches^ the allur- 
ing peruke was to be denounced. Accordingly Payan 
Ij^ad inftrudions to avenge the affront, and to check 

the 



the cx^avagancies of drefs in the mufiadines of Pa- 
ris. TO next day made a fpeech at the commune 
againft blonde perruquesy reprefenting them as being 
made from the hair of the perfons guillotined, pre- 
pared in an efpecial manner for the purpofe,; of courfc 
the wearing them was voted counter-revolutionary. 

Payan v/2ls from Pol-les-fontaineSy in the ci-devant 
Pays d^Orangey and was a means of eftablifhing a 
revolutionary tribunal in the capital of that' County^ 
where Fauvetty boafted that in eighteen days they^ 
had completed one hundred and ninety-feven trials^ 
or in words almoft fynonimous, pronounced one hun- 
dred andHiinety-feven condemnations. 

The greffier (fecretary) of the tribunal, the ma- 
giftrates of which were off-fets from the grand 
trunk in the metropolis, wrote to his patrons, that 
** fuch was the fituation of Orange, that they had 
placed the holy guillotine fo as that the heads which 
fell under its axe might bow homage to the Moun* 
tainy This was called, by the unthinking revo- 
lutionifts of the moment, une allegoric precieufe! 

The gih Thermidor was the day , which linked 
Payan^s fate to that of Kobefpierre, for it feems 
Lochefis entwined three threads in one. He was not 
infenfible of his danger, but he did not fuffer his 
apprehenfion to get the better of J||is faculties, like 
fome others in the fame fituati|||( He was vigilant, 
and courageous ; he obtained the arreti of the com- 
mune for beating the generale^ and founding the 
tocfm, although an exlfting law made it death to do 
fo, unlefs by order of the legiflature. It was -ax V\\^ 
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inftance that Henriot was required to aflemble the 
armed force, and to fend to the newly fonpM com' 
mittee of execution musquets, piftols, and ammu- 
nitlon. Above all, he obtained the following arreti : 
•* The council general orders that the commandant 
general of the armed force of Paris fhall dire<!i the 
people to a£): againft the confpirators who opprefs 
the patriots, and that he (hall deliver the Convention 
from the oppreffibn of the counter-revolutioqifts.'^ 
He alfo wrote this notice to all the gaol-keepers of 
Paris : " We enjoin you, citizen, upon your rcKpoct* 
fibilty, to receive no prifoners, nor to give liberty to 
any one, except by the orders of dbe adminiftration 
of the police." It was thefe prompt movements- 
of Payan that refcued Robefpierre an.d hi3 colleagues 
from prifon, by fending commi^pners, with a partjT 
of iens d*armesy to the different places of deten- 
tion. 

Such efforts, had they not been directed againft 
the genius of liberty, would have fucceeded; but they 
were, according to the new vocabulary, liberticide^ 
and they fpcedily produced the cry of vtve la con* 
vention under the very windows of the town-halK 
IXpon hearing that found, he exhibited the fiift out- 
ward demonftration of fear; he trembled; he ws^s 
overpowered fo^ after, and was executed with hi^. 
party the next daM^he 28th of July, 1794, in the 
tweiity-feventh year of his age. 
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Another prefident of a revolutionary tribunal in 
Pans, As thcfe tribunals were the produce of bo- 
litical ranknefs, they grew and fpread furprifinglyj 
(o thaf from one root fcveral branches were taken^ 
which equally produced bitter and deadly fruits. 

CofEnhal was appointed a judge in one of thefe 
iediional courts, among which there appeared to be 
an emulation which could run over juftice the 
fafteft. 

He had been firft a phyfician, then an attorney, 
and went through all the afcending revolutionary . 
gradations of his fe6tion before he was appointed to 
decide on life and death. 

There is but little to diftinguifli thefe revolution- 
ary j udges from each other, ab uno difee dmnesy ex- 
cept that Coifinhal was denominated the facetious 
jiidge^ He would play off his miferable jokes on the 
poor victims ' as they were going from the bar, or 
rather the JeiletU to the fcafFold. At one time, he 
would infult them by faying he could difcover con- 
fpiracy in their very filence ; at another, if they 
(hewed an eagernefs tp fpeak in their defence he 
would cut their words fli or t by calling o^" tu n^a 
" pas la ^arole^^ u e, you havci no rlght^r It is not 
your turn to fpeak. Sometimes he would wound 
the accufed by a brutal pun or farcafni ; an inftance 
of which occurred in the prefence of the writer. 
One out of fix or eighti^ accufed perfons on their 
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trials evinced coniiderable prefence of mind, faying, 
more than once, ^ I can parry this part of the accu- 
iation and parry that." CoB^nhal took him up 
abruptly, and afked hUn what bufmefs or trade he was 
of: ^^ I am a fencing-mafter," replied he : th^n re- 
joined the judge ^ I am going to pafs fentence of 
*' death upon you, parry thatjlroke (botte) if yo^ 
? can /" 

Upon the triumph of the convention over Robe- 
Ijplerre, on the ever memorable 9th of Thermidorj 
Coffinhal was not immediately taken with his co- 
adjutors, but under favour of the night flipt out of 
the Maifon de Ville and contrived to conceal htmftlf 
two days and two nights on the ijle de Cigne^ in the 
river, where he was expofea uncovered to torrents 
of rain and in danger every minute of being carried 
away by the rapidity of the flood. Ready to expire 
with hunger, he refolved to try to reach the river's 
bank with a piece of floating timber which he had 
flopped in its courfe. He efFe(Sled a landing in a 
moft wretched plight, and made" to the houfc of an 
old friend who owed him five* and- twenty louis. 
Inftead, ho\yever, of his debtor paying him the mo- 
ney, he locked the villain in his houfe, and went to 
the iirft juftice of peace to inform againft him. Af 
he had l^i out-lawed by the convention, it only 
remainecFfIb identify his perfon before execution 
ihould take place. He was however condud^ 
to the Conciergerie, and then it was he told the 
goaler that the &tigues and horrors he had enr 
dured for 16 hours in the iiland, by buiFcting, th^ 
. . waves 
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waves to avoid being waihed away, made the death 
he was going to fuffer a pleaQ^re in copparifon. On 
liis way to the icafFoId fome perfons in the crowd 
mocked hini) by faying, He bien Coffinhal\ que 
** dis tu de cette botte la ? Pare ceite la *. He fiid 
4iothing; upon which they added, iu n*a pas h 
parole f • He looked, to the right and left every now 
and then with an aiFeded air of courage, ibrugging 
up his ihoulders. When he arrived at the place of 
execution he loft) as it were, the ufe of his limbs, 
probably from cold and weaimefs. 

P. Andre Coffinhal was born at Auvemac, and 
was but in his 31ft year when he fufFered, which was 
on the 15th of Auguft, 1794. It was fortunate for 
humanity that he lived ho longer ! 

DUMAS. 

This grand executor of the terrible law of the 
22d of Prairial, was born at Lons le Saulnier^ in 
the Department of Jura, on the 6th of February, 

1754. 

The Committee of Salut Public muft have been 
fatisfied with theobfequioufnefs of thofe who executed 
the laws, ere, they ventured to propofe and obtain 
the paiEng of the one alluded to, which abfolutely 
gave to that formidable Committee, the power of 
fingling out by accufation any members of the 
convention they thought proper. The autho- 
rity of Appius and his colleagues, was nothing in 

* Welly Coffinhal> what fayeft thou to this ftroke ? Canfl thou 
farry it? f It U npt thy turn to ipeak. 
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comparlfon with that of thefe modern Decemviri.— • 
Such power will evei be too odious to laft long 
among rational creatures ! 

Dumas was prefident of the revolutionary tri- 
bunal> when this murderous law was ena£led by 
the aftounded convention. This man's educatioa 
had been carefully attended to, J>ut he was iavagc 
and unrelenting by difpofition, and not by &nati- 
cifm or enthufiafm. He did not, like Nero, wear 
an artificial virtue, but undifguiiiMly difplayed the 
propenfities of his heart, which impelled him to 
afis of cruelty. He was at one and the fame time, 
the fpy of Robefpierre among his Colleagues — the 
informer to the conmiittees of government — ^thc 
accufer of the obnoxious to the jacobins, and the 
mercilefs judge at the tribunals. 

He prbpofed at the jacobins to enlarge the hall of 
the tribunal, by laying it open to a contiguous 
chamber, fo as to try two or three hundred pri- 
foners at a time j but upon its being' obierved, that 
fuch a fight might become Aifguifting to the peo- 
ple, he faid, " Very well then^ let us have a guilhh' 
*' tine in every prifon to execute the condemned bj 
** night, ^^ This propofal would doubtlefs have been 
carried into execution, but for the happy event of 
the 9th Thermidor. 

This wretch had fcarcely figned the warrant for 
the execution of fixty unhappy prifoners, when he 
was arretted; fhocking, liowever, to tell, they all fuf- 
fered, the confufion being at the moment too great 
in the legiflatuxc to watch, or jcyen to think of the 
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movement of the guillotine. Dumas was fo ig- 
norant of what was paffing ui the convention, that 
lie thought it was Robefpierre who had ordered 
his arreft 5 he was confcious the tyrant had fuch 
written vouchers in his pofTeffion againft him, as 
would ferve fo capricious a mafter to difpofe of him 
whenever he fliould think proper : No doubt, Ro- 
ie(pierre meant to make ufe of them at a proper 
time. When an^ed, he was carried to the pri- 
fbn of St. P^i/Jif and thence releafed by a mef- 
fage from the rebellious commune, where he was 
inftantly fixed upon as the perfon to organize the 
new commiffion. What tremendous eiFeAs muft 
have followed this new executive commtjjiony had it 
^bec^n once put in a ftate of a(3:ivity ! 

When the commune was befieged by the conven- 
tionalifts, Diimas fled and hid himfelf flx hours, 
but he was difcovered, and his perfon was carried 
to the lame tribunal for identification and condem- 
nation, where, but the day before, he had fat as 
fupreme judge ! ! A leiTon for the JelFeriefes of all 
countries i 

In his way to the bench, he had for many months 
excited dread and horror in every beholder — on his 
way to the fcafFold, the fentiments manifefled by 
the fpefiators, were thofe of deteflation jmd ven- 
geance. 

He was turned of forty years of age, of a middle 
ftature, of a ferocious afpeft, and referved manners. 

It is worthy of remark, that Dumas figned the 
greater part of the firfl ilTue of affignats, till there 
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was not time to compleat them fo faft as they were 
wanted : they were then wholly printed* He and 
Carnot are faid to have invented the Serie or nu- 
merical charafters on the borders of thefe national 
notes, which, in the throwing off from the prefs 
were perpetually changed, fo that no two affignats 
ever had the fame numbers : and this was doiiir 
without retarding the work of printing an inftant^ 
which, it muft be allowed, wa^HpUfcovery of con- 
fiderable ingenuity. 



GENERAL CUSTIKE. 

This br^ve but unfortunate general was one rf 
the few individuals [in France who, at the com- 
mencement of the war, deferved the name of a mi- 
litary chief, and next to La Fayette and Dumouricr 
was the moft confpicuous character in the firft cam- 
paign againft the Auftrians and Pruffians. He was a 
nobleman, and from his earlieft youth bred to arms. 
He had ferved*in the war of feven years and in the 
American war, and at the period of the revolution 
was colonel of a regiment of infantry. He had alfo 
the reputation of a learned man, and by common 
report, was faid to have furniflied fome interefting 
articles upon Taftics for the great Encyclopedic. 

Cuftine was a deputy in the conftituent aflembly, 

but was far from acSing the important part in that 

^body to which his talents gave him title. And if his 

^ name had not been infcribed in the lift of the depu- 

ties* 
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ticij and fo recorded in the tranfaftions of the Ic- 
giflatur«, it might be made a queftion whether he had 
ever been preferit at any of the fittings. 

Early in the year 1792, Cuftine ferved in the C2t- 
pacity of colonel under Marfhal de Rochambeau and 
La Fayette in Flanders, and when towards the clofc 
of the year Dumoiwier was invefted with the com- 
mand of the whole army, Cuftine was appointed a 
general of the divifion which was to effeft the fub- 
jugation of the eccSrfiaftical electorates. 

This was the aera in Cuftine's life which difco- 
vered his true chara£):er and genius. He was ordered 
to fummon Mentz, which at that time was garri-r 
foned by the troops of the Empire.' He fent to the, 
German commander an uncivil and imperious fum* 
mons, purporting that the place muft fur render di- 
rectly, and that he {hould wait only a few hours for 
an anfwer. When an anfwer was returned purport- 
ing that according to the laws of war the garrifon 
ought to be permitted to make^a defence, Cuftine, 
more violent tharf before, replied, " No evafion$\ 
^* you have to deal with republicans commanded by an 
-<« old foldier^ — reply ^ reply V^ 

About the fame period he wrote an excentric letter 
to the Landgrave of Hefle, threatening him with 
extermination if he did not immediately withdraw 
his troops : he concluded with the phrafe— " TTjou 
*^ /halt no longer be a dealer in human bloody^ alluding 
to the well known contrafls made by tfie Landgrave 
and his anceftors, for fupplying men to powers at 

war 
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war at fettled rates for the killed, ihutiUted or 

wounded ! 

In confequence of this menance the important for- 
trefs ofMentz aSually furrendcred. It is but juftice 
to Cuftijie to fay, tha^ afterwards in the command of 
that placie he difplayed great Tkiilitary talents and ac- 
tivity, as well as a very high republican fpirit. 
He eftabliflied the patriotic fociety of Les amis de la 
Kherte Germamquej the firft political club ever at- 
tempted on the Continent, beyoftil the limits of old 
France. In repairing the ancient and in ereding 
new fortifications he exhibited many mafter pieces of 
the art, efpecially in the Fauxbourg of Caffel. He 
became indeed fo confident of the impoffibility of a 
fuccefsful attack, that he wrote more than once to 
the National Convention—** That Mcntz would 
prove the grave of the Germans." This anticipa^ 
tioh was however juftj for the late king of Pruf. 
fia, during the winter of 1793, attempted feven 
times to take Mentz, but was repulfed with the ag- 
gregate lofs of at leaft fifty thoufand men the 
flower of his troops. It was not furprifing that this 
monarch (hould afterwards claim from the Diet of 
Ratifbon, and from the Princes of the Empire, in- 
deninification for the lofies he had fufFered in this 
unfortunate, though finally fuccefsful, fiege of 
Mentz. 

If, however, Cuftine covered himfelf with ever- 
lafting laurels by his gallant defence of the bulwark 
of the Rhine, it is no lefs true, that flufhed iVith 
his fortune he at the fame time committed in bis 
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political conduft fome grofe miftakes which proved 
ultimatri)r fatal to his reputation and life. It is a 
faft eftabliflied in other places of this work, that after . 
the King's death and before the profcription of the 
Girondins, from the 21ft January to the 31ft May 
1793, the two leading parties in the convention 
were folely occupied in a ftruggle for the cxclufive 
exercife of the fovereign authority. The Girondins, 
fatisfied with the fliare of power they pofTefTed, did 
not wifh for any change ; whereas the Mountaineers, 
led on by th^ incendiary Marat, difcharged on them 
the moft violent calunuiies, and accufed them of a 
ftheme to protracSl the formation of the republican 
conftitution, that they might plunge the people into 
anarchy, and lead them back to loyalty, Marat, in 
his abominable journal, Vami du Peupky ftated that 
the Girondine faftion was connected with- the mili- 
tary men in command, who, belonging to the order 
of the nobility, had no other view than the over- 
throw of the popular government, and the inftallment 
of the Houfe of Orleans on the throne of France. 
Cuftinegave fome colour to this change by imprudent- 
ly writing feveral letters to the convention and to 
the executive council in Paris, and ftating that he 
thought it neceflary for the fafety of the republic 
that a dictator (hould' be immediately proclaimed. 
This was more than fufficient for him to incur the 
hatred of the fan-culottes j and to throw upon him 
the fufpicion of being at once a Royalift and an 
Orleanift. 

D d Ah& 
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After the defeftion of Dumourier, and Ag death 
of Dampierre his fucceffor, the French foldiers, fen- 
fible of their weight in the fcale of public afiairs, 
a£led like the ancient pretorian guards of the Roman 
Emperors, they appointed among themfelves their 
new commander, and th^ir choice fell on Cuftine, 
who was the moft eminent military chara<%er at that 
time before the public. The convention and the 
executive council highly approved of the choice of 
the army, and Cuftine was preferred from the com- 
mand of Merttz to that of the army of the North. 

In this eminent ftation, he afted in perfe<9: op- 
pofition to his natural ehara£ler, which was noted 
for its promptnefs and violence. This change 
was tlie more confpicuous, as his predeceffor 
Dampierre had, in a few days, coUefted and re- 
organized the remnants of the army fcattered by 
the defe£tion of Dumourier, and fought the Prince 
of Coburg in feveral obftinate engagements. — It was 
a fhameful fupinenefs in Cuftine, that from April 
to June 1793, he made not the leaft movement in 
his army, while the Auftrians and Englifh were 
taking energetic and fuccefsful meafures againft 
Valenciennes and Conde, Lifle and Dunkirk. 

As might be expedied, Cuftine was fuperfcded, 
arrefted, and fent before the revolutionary tribunal 
in Paris. Befides the two accufations, that he had 
demanded the appointment of a diftator, and had 
been inadlive in the command of the army, three 
more were added : ift, That he had neglected the 

neceflary 
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neceffary fupply of Mentz, and difablcd his fucccC' 
for fil^i^ defending that important fortrefs againft 
the PruiHans : 2d, That he had ordered fotne offi* 
cers to be (hot in the fame place, for rcmonftrating 
againft the want of provifions, and on the confe- " 
quent danger of the fortrefs : 3d, That he had be;- 
trayed fo much contempt for the national rcprefen- 
tation and the executive council, as to have fyfte- 
matically torn the bulletins of the laws to light 
his pipe, or make papillotes for his hair ! 

The trial of Cuftine was attended by (boe in- 
cidents worthy of record. As he was the fcft ge- * 
neral of an army who had been feised in the midft 
of his troops, io he was the firft that was juridi- 
cally tried by the fanguinary revolutionary tribu- * 
nal) and as the Pariftan magiftrates had not yet 
been reduced to a gang of favagcs and aflajEns by 
their bloody leaders Marat and Robefpierre, to the 
honour of the judges, on Cuftine^s trial, they paid 
the greateft refpe<S to the rights of a free citizen, 
and to the rank of the culprit. They fat forty- 
eight hours, and barely indulged in the neceffary 
refreftiment of eating and fleeping. The death of 
the general was likewife attended with fmgular 
circumftances > it was matter of univerfal aftonilh- 

fient, that he went to the fc^old with a prayer- 
ook in his hands, refigned as a true chriftian,. and" 
with perfeft refpeft for the magiftracy and the 
people. This behaviour was, however, defpifed 
and ridiculed at a time wlien little refpeft was 
paid to religious opinions, and tha feeds ofdejfmand 
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atheifm were rapidly fpreading among th^ieople : 
It was faid that Cuftiiie had, in his laft fflRnents, 
** degraded his manly charaSfer ;'* and the royalifts 
obferved, that " he had lived like a rogue^ and died 
like a capuchin,^' 

He wa$ guillotined in the beginning of Auguft 
17935 was upwards of fixty years of age, tall in 
ftature, of a rough and martial afpe<9:, and remark- 
able for his black unpowdered hair, which he ^I- 
ways wore curled up in paper. 

Leonard Bourdon^ 

* Like Albitte, Bazire, &c. was one of thofe young 
advocates who, at the cemmencement of the revo- 
lution, found it eafy to diftinguifh themfelves by 
vehement vociferations in the popular focieties.^i- 
He was a native of Orleans, and if we give credit 
to common report, his greateft merit in being ap- 
pointed a deputy to the national convention, was 
^the having co-operated in the murder of fome il- 
luftrious prifoners, while on their way from Or- 
leans to Verfailies in September 1792, among 
whom were M. de Leffart, and the Duke of la Ro- 
che faucault. 

Leonard Bourdon was a jacobin, and a moun- 
taineer, and ftrongly attached to the party of R)#» 
befpierre. His conduft, however, was very infig-^ 
nificant in the convention ; except that he was very 
often fent upon miffions to his native department of 
the Loiret and to others. He fcarcely deferved the 
appointment of a fecretary to the legiflative body, 

which 



which h|| obtained under the prefidency of Robes- 
pierre in September 1 793. ' 

The name of Leonard Bourdon became confpi- 
cuous at the time of the profcription of the remnant 
of the mountain party, called — ^^ The tail of Ro^ 
h£fpierr4.^* He was put in a ftate of arreft on the 
-1 2th Germinal, along withDuhem, Chodieu, &c. 
and was afterwards decreed in a ftate of accufation 
on the I ft Praifial, along with Duquenoy, Soubrany, 
&c. but was at laft included in the general amneftey 
of all thofe who had been profecuted for revolu- 
tionary crimes r 

In the funomer of 1795, during the ftruggles be-- 
tween the national convention and the royalift 
party, led on by the fe<aions of Paris, Leonard- 
Bourdon, conjointly with Garan-Coulon and otlier 
jacobin deputies of the department of Loiret, were 
declared by the primary affemblies of Orleans to 
have loft the confidence of the people, and"^ to be^ 
unfitted for the next legiflature. 

Although Bourdon was not in any of the confti* 
tutional councils, he neverthelefs has been highly 
ferviceable to his country under the conftitutional^ 
government. Known for his aftivity, he has been> 
trufted with various important mifiions. In No- 
vember 1795, either from the difaffeSions of the- 
royalifts, or the efFedts of a tumultuous crifis, 
Paris was almoft brought to a ftate of famine. A 
violent requifition therefore took place ; the neigh- 
bouring departments were immediately ranfacked 
to fupply Paris with provifions, and the department 
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.of the Seine and Marue alone, was ordei:^ to fur- 
nifli 200,000 feptiers of corn within two l)ecades» 
.Boufdon was employed to carry this requifition into 
cflFeft, which he fo well executed as to attain the 
objeiSl within a (hort time, without any inconve- 
nience. He himfelf was fo highly fatisfied with his 
fuccefs, that he wrote an ironical letter to the exe- 
cutive directory from Fontainbleau, ftating, that 
the terrorifts alone enjoyed the glory of rendering fuch 
Jignal fervices to their native country. And M, dc 
- Calonne, always upon. the watch refpe£ting the pro- 
ceedings of the republicans, was fo much aftonifb- 
cd at the happy refult of this meafure^ that he af- 
ferted in his work, Le Tableau de F Europe^ en 
1796, that the Jacobins were born toef&£l mira- 
cles. Oil eji ce que^ faid this eloquent ftatefman, 
Pdn pourroit prendre et faire executer de telles mi* 
fmres? 

Subfequent to the peace concluded with Auftria?, 
Leonard Bourdon was fent to Hamburg to renew 
the treaty of friendfliip between the republic and 
the fenate of that city ; and alfo to negotiate a loan 
of twelve millions. The public papers took notic« 
of this mifSon, and ftated, that he had aftually 
concluded the loan for four millions. They ac- 
cufed him, however, with having organized jacicv 
bin clubs, and in this refpeft given great offence 
to the fenate, as well as to all friends of the Germa- 
nic conftitution. 

Leonard Bourdon is about fortjr, of ftrong con- 
ftitution, middle fize, and extremely aftive. 

6 FLEURIOT 
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FLEURIOT LBSCOT^ . 

It is a fa(Sl which muft ftrike every one as (Son ase. 
recollefted, that in the commeneetiient of -the 
French revolution nearly all t'le chief employments 
of the new ftate were occupied by foreigtlers. 

Two out of the four m^ayors of Paris were of this 
defcription. At one time the commune of Paris 
and the fbciety of jacobms were wholly direSed by 
thefe intermeddlers. On the lift of the firft twelve 
generals employed to defend the republic five were 
foreigners. Whatever were their ultimate defigns, 
however fincere their profeffions of fervice might - 
be, they, in the greater part paid extremely dear fdr 
their obtrufion. None howev^er appeared fo little 
qualified to enter into the new orier of things as 
Luckner, who could fcarcely pronounce ten words 
of French without betraying the alien. Some of 
the clafs alKided to were orators ; no wonder there- 
fore that they gained a footing among a people under 
the influence of inflamed imaginations. Fleuriot 
Lefcot was of this number, though by no means 
Hioft diftingiviftied 5 he was the fourth and laft mayor 
of Paris, for the title expired with the fway of Ro- 
befpierre. ''^e find him the moft obfequious of all the 
tyrant's flaves, even to fawning ; and yet, ftrange 
to tell, he manifefted an uncommon energy at the 
Mat/on de Ville^ when the proximity of danger and 
probable fudden deftrudtion would have deprived a - 
coward of all prefence of mind. He made a highly 
reliflied harrangue, fuited to the fituation of th« 
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famous members, wherein he called to their mind 
how much glory the municipality of Paris had ac- 
quired on the trying and memorable epochs of the 
1 0th of Auguft and 31(1 of May; then taking the 
printed table of the Rights of Man in hi^ hand, he 
cried out with warmth, according to one of its firft 
articles, ** When the government violates the 
^ rights of the people, infurredlion becomes to them 
^ and to any portion of them the moft facred, the 
^ moft indifpenflble, of duties." When It was ob- 
ferved that ti^e lift on which the members of the 
<;oimcil wrote their names had been taken away by 
defign, he (aid, ^^ No ! they (hall not fteal from u| 
•* the honour of having concurred to day to the fuc- 
*^ cefs of liberty over oppreffion. I propofe (added 
•* he) that the lift be renewed, and that it be depo- 
^ fitcd in the archives as an atteftation of the fide* 
** lity of the true friends of liberty and their coun- 
" try.'* He then fubfcribed his own name the firft 
thereon. In his office of mayor he had done very 
little to be noticed, indeed his conduct was dilated 
on all occafions by the will of thofe who put him 
into ofiice: all his energy was therefore referved for 
the laft and trying occafion. When Robefpierre: 
appeared in the commune Fleuriot hailed him as the 
** Sauveur de la liberiey' and propofed and took the 
oath before him to dii in his defence, A goaler of 
the Force Prifon was brought before him for yielding. 
to the order of the committees of government in 
negleft of that of the municipality, when Fleuriot 
was about to immolate him to his furyi fome one 

clofe 
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clofe to him flopped his hand with the uplifted fabre 
in it, and thereby allowed the frightened wretch 
time to throw himfelf on his knees and implore par- 
don. He treated one of the officers, who brpught an 
order from the Convention, with great contempt, 
and actually committed feveral others to prifon who 
came on like errands. He ordered thofe who pro- 
claimed the decree of the convention, within hear- 
ing of the commuM^ to be brought before him, and 
threatening them with the moft horrible punifhment;. 
he fent them before the executive commiffioa 
which Dumas was then organizing. At this in- 
ftant, the difcharge of a piftol was heard in one of 
the pafFages of the hall, he ran out to difcover what 
it was, when, returning in a minute. after with 2^ 
pale and altered countenance, he ejaculated *^ All is 
loji ! " His colleagues difperfed in an inftant ; 
fome attempted to deftroy themfelves, and were ar- 
retted, others fled and fecreted themfelves for a time^ 
but were at length taken, fo that out of 143 obnox«-- 
ious perfons, including atl thofe whofe names were 
infcribed on the fatal lift', only feven were faved, two 
of whom, difcovered four days afterwards, were im- 
prifoned with the writer of this anecdote- in the 
Scotch-College : but as the vengeance of the con^ 
vention had been fuHy fatisfied in the capital punifli- 
ment of 136 members of the municipality, thefe few 
were overlooked for the moment, and about two 
months afterwards were reftored to their families. 

FJeuriot was not quite thirty years of age when 
he fufFered death with his rebjl cabal on the 28th of 
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July, 1794) and whether from his dignity of office, 
as ex main of Paris, or whatever other caufe, he 
was the laft of the pofle who afcendedthe fcaffdd» 

GENERAL BIROIC. 

Armand Louis Biron was the nephew of the &- 
mous Marcfhal Biron^ fo many years colonel of the 
French guards, themoft honourable military appoint* 
ment under the ancient Regime ^^ 

The nephew, early in life, bytravellii^ and read* 
juig, collected the feeds of liberty, and they grew in 
his heart as much as could be expected amidft nume* 
rous weeds of prejudice, we will not £iy o( Juferr 
Jlition \ for, except when about to teave thts world 
he payed na flaviih attention to the- reveries of 
bigots, nor paid much attentbn to the affairs of the 
9tber. He was one among the early reformers of 
France, and deemed a Feyettiji. He was confidered 
as one of thofe precocious Uoflbms which rather 
remind us of, than promife us the fruit. 

Biron was not only of the privileged clafs, but 
almoft at the head of the lift, and this of itfelf was 
enough to expofe him to the fufpicion of republicans 
in the moment of a revolution. But he was parti- 
cularly denounced by the reprefcntative on million in 
the department where he fcrved as general when the 
rebellion of the Vendee had broken out, and this de- 
nunciation was fupported by the unfavourable account 
Santerrey the Paris general, gave of him from ob- 
fervation. The rapid and viilonous llrides of the 

Aullrian 
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Auffrian and Pruffian forces at the period we are 
fpeaking of, afforded colour for fufpicions however" 
lightly entertained t and indeed there can be no 
queftion but the royalifts did ^1 in their power to 
draw off the chiefs of the common-wealth to their 
party, or at leaft to difpofe them to a criminal indif- 
ference. However thi* might be, it is a feft known 
to every one, that, while Weftermann, commanding 
the van guard of hi& army, was fighting at ChatiHon 
to a great difadvantage againft the moft expert rebel 
generals, Biron was lying perfedlly inadlive before 
the walls of Niort, at the diftance of twenty leagues, 
with fixteen or feventeen thoufand of the choiceft 
troops. This negleft or overfight left Weftermann 
to be furrounded a few days afterwards, and caufed 
him to lofe all his infantry and flying artillery, efca- 
ping with his cavalry only, and that not without ex- 
treme difficulty ♦• 

Biron was fuperfeded in his command of the army 
of the weft, and the coaft of Rochelle; and commit- 
ted to the prifon of St. Pelagie in Paris. After 
undergoing a very fummary trial before the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, on the 30th of December, 1793, 
he was declared (we do not fay found t® be) guilty of 
a confpiracy with the enemies of the republic, and 



• Turreau in his hiftory of the war of tlie Vendee affirms^ that, 
during the firft five months of its exiftence, above three hundred 
pieces of cannon and five hundred ammunition-waggons were 
refigmd to the rebels ! No wonder therefore the general conducing 
fuch a war fhould be fufpe^ied. 
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guillotined the next day, in the forty-fixth year of 
his age. ' ^ 

He had ferved in America, under Rochambeau, 
with great credit, both with refpe£l to courage and 
condu<S. He was chofen a member of the firft (or. 
conftituent) aflembly. 

It is but juftice to his private. charafter to fay, 
that although he was not wholly untin£lured with 
many of the follies of a corrupt age he was nevcr- 
thelefs univerfally beloved, and almoft idolized by 
his family and'^fervants, who never faw him inebri- 
ated, or heard him utter an oath. If the laft words 
of this amiable man, on the fcafFold, do not en- 
tirely clear up. the ambiguity of his conduft con- 
cerning his fuppofed tampering with the royal party, 
they at leafl: {hew that he had, at fome time or 
other, feriou fly ferved the republic; for, as he bent 
his neck to the axe, he exclaimed " / have been a 
" rebel to my God^ my order^ and my king^ but I die 
" full of faith and repentance.^* 

m 

LASOURCE. 

The faying of Danton, that " the lefTons from 
which all the world will profit muft coft us dear, " 
never appears with greater force than when we 
reflefl on the expence of blood at which the repub- 
lic of France has been purchafed. Not only leaders, 
but the adherents and^ followers of leaders, have 
been fwallowed up in the dreadful chafms occafioned 
by the rending to pieces of the ancient order of 
things. 

The 
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Thefubje<Sl of this artide was more revered for 
his morals than dlftinguifhed for his political qua-* 
liiications 5 he is more remembered for the goodnefs 
of his heart than for a brilliancy. of parts. 

David Lafource was chofen one of the members 
of the convention for the department of Tarn, being 
a native of what in the ancient geography was 
called Languedoc. There was in Lafource a warmth 
of imagination and tendernefs of heart which pecu- 
liarly qualified him for private friendfhip; he was, 
however, hurried away by the irrefiftible ftream of 
enthufiafm, and loft in the depths of unfathomable 
politics* He was bred a proteftant minifter>'and 
therefore could not have been infenfible to the 
tyranny of the ancient fyftem. His principles^ rather 
than his dispofition, led him into public. He ad- 
mired Guadet, but he loved Briflbt and Sillery; 
and thefe penchants were fuffieient to entail ruin 
upon him. 

Mifs Williams, in her fketch of Lafource's cha- 
ra<2er, fays " Liberty in his foul was lefa a principle 
than a paiSon, and religion was a habit of the 
mind ; ^' flie offers a flattering eulogy to his me- 
mory, defcribing his philanthropy as unbounded, and 
his fenfibility acute in an extreme degree. But the 
conduft of Lafource before his death is the beft 
founded encomium on his life. The nearer he ap- 
proached to his end, the more fervently he prayed 
for the immortality of die republic ; the ftrongeft 
proof that can be urged of his love of it. 

E e I/afource 
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Lafource had been married but a week before he 
was chofen a deputy of the fecond aflembly, and 
was obliged to repair to the metropolis, leaving his 
wife to take care of an aged mother in his province. 
Upon the difTolution of the legiflAtive afiembly, in 
which he had fat, he was elefted to the convention, 
and that prevented him from ever vifiting his native 
home again. His imagination is faid to have always 
foreboded, that tlie founders of the republic would 
be viftims to the republic ; but he had plunged 
into the tide, and could, not flem it. With more 
experience, he might have efcaped/from its wild' 
waves. He was -— what (hall we fay — guillotined, 
or legally aflaflinated, , the 3ifl of Odlob^r, 17931 
with twenty other Girondine deputies, by the fen- 
tence of a court, where it may be faid juilice was 
as deaf as ihe is pictured to be blind. 

LAVOISIER. 

Although this great man was not an aflor in 
the tumultuous fcenes of the revolution, yet, as one 
of its moft illuftiious vi6^ims, and as one of the 
fchoc 1 of philofophers who by their labours efFefted 
the moral revolution of France, his name deferves 
to be recorded among the founders of the republic— 

Antoine Laurent Lavoifier was born at Paris, 
Auguft 16, 1743, and received a learned education, 
which he feduloufly improved When only twentv- 
three years of age, the Academy of Sciences, April 
9, 1766, prefented him with a gold medal, for his 
diflbf tation on the beft mode of enlightening, during 

the 
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the iffght, the ftreets of a g:rcat city. Two years 
afterwards, he was introduced into that celebrated 
literary foc'icty, to whofe fervice he ever after devoted 
his labours, and became one of its moft ufeful afTo- 
ciates and coadjutors. 

His attention was fucceiSvely occupied with every 
branch of phyfical and mathematical fcience ; the * 
pretended conversion of water into earth, the anrJy- 
fis of gypfum in the neighbourhood of Paris, the 
ciiftalUzation of faits, the tfFedls produced by the 
grande de loupe in the garden of the Infanta, the 
project of bringing water from i'Yvette to Paris, 
the congelation of water, and the phenomena of 
thunder and the aurora borealis. n 

Journeys undertaken in concert with Guettard 
into every diftricSt of France, enabled him to pro- 
cure numberlefs materials towards a defcription 
^f the lithological and mineralogical empire ; thefe 
he arranged into a kind, of chart which wanted lit- 
tle of being completed. They ferved alfo as a 
ground- work for a more laborious work of his on 
the revolutions of the globe, and the formation of 
Couches de la Terre \ a work of which, two beauti- 
ful jfketches are to be feen in the memoirs of the 
French Academy, for 1772 and 1787. All the for- 
tune and all the time of Lavoifier, were devoted to 
the culture of the fciences j nor did he feem to have 
a preponderating inclination for aay one in {)arti- 
cular, until an event, fuch as feldom occurs in the 
annals of the humah mind, decided bis choice^ and 
attached him» thenceforth exclufively to chemiftry i 
, E e 2 — ^ ^Mi* 
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-*a purfuit which has fince rendered his naoA itn** 
mortaL 

The important difcovery of elaftic fluids was juft 
annovmced to the philofophical world* Prieftley^ 
Black, Cavendifh) and Macbride, had opened to 
phyfiologifts a fort of new creation j they had com- 
menced a new asra in the annals of genius which 
was to become equally memorable with thofe of the 
compafs, printing, ele<Elricity, &c. 

It was about the year 17709 that Lavoifier, ftruck 
with the importance and grandeur of this difcovery, 
turned his attention to this inexhauftible fountain of 
truths, and inftantly perceived, by a kind of in» 
fiin<5l, the glorious career which lay before him, 
and the influence which this new fcience would ne« 
ceflarily have over the whole train of. phyflcal rer 
fearches. Having once entered into this path, till 
then unexplored, he inftantly became an inventor, 
diifipated a hoft of errors and prejudices, and be- 
came the founder of a new do<Slrine, the fuccefs of 
which is more than fufficient to eternize his name 
and memory. No fooner had the difcoveries of 
Black and Cavendifh arrived in France, than L^ 
voifier dire£led his whole attention to their expert* 
ments, the procefTcs of which he repeated and va- 
ried in a variety of ways, fo as to eftablifh and 
enlarge the rcfuks of the Englifli philofophers* His 
great obje£): being to announce new fads, or to iU 
hiftrate fuch as were already public, he collated and 
con^ared his obfervations, and reduced them iuto 
a complete fyftcin of doftrine. Towards the end 
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if 1775, he prefentcd to the Academy his firfl: 
chemical performance, under the title of New Ex- 
feriments relative to the exiflence of a fixed elajtic fluid . 
in certain fubftances^ and to the phenomena which refult 
from its fixation or difengagement* 

Dr. Prieftley's publication on the different fpei:ies 
of air had juft made its appearance in London j the 
vaft compafs and fcope of the do£lor*s experiments 
ftartled at firft £he friends of Lavoifier, left his ob- 
fer vat ions fhould have been in many refpefts antici- 
pated, and he fliould thus lofe the fruits of his inge- 
nuity and induftry. In compliance with the inftances 
of his friends, he accordingly has abridged this work 
of many of its parts, which may be rather called a 
fyllabus than a complete treatife, and even advances 

fome conclufions which he afterwards contradifted ; 

• 

•—an excellent method, however, pervades the 
whole of it, combined with ch&ftity of experiment, 
and perfpicuity of defign. In brief, his proceffes are 
defcribed with an exactitude which furpafles every 
publication of the kind which preceded it j it pro- 
pofes new methods of operation, changes the very* 
face of chemiftry, and operates an entire revolution 
in the fcience. Lavoifrer appeared to be in chemif* 
try, what Kepler, Newton, and Euler, were in 
geometry and the mathematics j he changed the 
modes both of operating and of reafoning, and be- 
came the centre of ail refearches and difcoveries, on 
the fubjedt of elaftic fluids, made from 1774 to 1792. 

His firft production was only a prelitninary to the 
Airprifing revolution he eff'ciSted in the fcience.— 7* 

Ee 3 ?^^- 
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Perceiving that the extenfive views he had openedi 
and the new modes of experiment he had propotcif 
had excited univerfal attention^ and created an ex- 
pedation in the public, of deriving, througk hk 
means, refults ftill more confiderabie and unexped- 
ed ; he employed all his time in purfuing the labours 
he had undertaken, and in inventing and procuring 
exa6i inftruments to accompliih his purpofe/ His 
houfe became a grand laboratory, in which nothing 
was. wanting that could throw light on his re- 
fcarches ; and his fortune was appropriated to the 
improvement of his favourite fcience. He kept in 
conftant employment a number of the moft inge- 
nious artifls, for the invention and conftru£tion a( 
inftrumeots fuperior to any made ufe of before, and 
of new and coftly apparatus of every kind, the moft 
accurate and delicate in its execution. No expencc 
was fparcd by Lavoifier, in the purfuit of his do- 
lightiul and ufeful occupation. 

To the advantages of fortune, in the application 
of which to the v/ell-being of the public, few men 
were fo fuccelsful ^s Lavoifier, he united feveral 
others, which he made fubfervient to his views: he 
held in his houfe, twice every week, affemblies, to 
which he invited every literary charaSer that was 
moft celebrated in geometrical^ phyfical, and chemi- 
cal ftudies : in thefe inftruftive converjat tones ^ diC- 
cuffions, not unlike fuch as preceded the ftrft efta- 
blifhment of academies regularly took place. Here 
the opinions of the moft eminent literati in Europe 
were canvafTed 3 ptifiages the moft ftril^ing and 

novel, 
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wjvcl, out of foreign writers, were recited and am- 
madverted ^on ; and theories were compared with 
exf>eriment5. Here learned men of all nations found 
eafy admiffion; PriefHey, Fontana, Blagden, Iiv- 
genhouf3&, Landriani, Jacquin, Watt, Bolton, and 
other llluftrious phyflologifts and chemifts of £ngu 
land, Germany, and Ital^, found themfelves mixed 
in the fame company with Laplace, Lagrange, Bop^- 
da, Coufin, Meunier, Vandermonde, Monge, Guy- 
ton, and BertholloC/ Happy hours pafled in thefe 
learned interviews, wherein no fubje£l was left un^ 
inveftigated, that could poi&bly contribute to the 
progrefs of the fciences, and the amelioration and 
happinefs of nun. One of the greateft benefits re-» 
-fulting from thefe aflfemblages, and the influence of 
which was foon afterwards felt in the academy it- 
felf, and, confequently, in all the phylical and che- 
Ynical works that have been publiflied for the laft 
-twenty years in France, was, the agreement eft*, 
blifhed in the methods of reafoning, between the 
natural philofophers and the geometricians^ The 
precifton, the feverity of ftyle, the philofophical 
method of the latter, was infenfibly transfuTed into 
the minds of the former ; the philofophers became 
:difciplined in the ta£tics of the geometricians,^ and 
were gradually moulded into their refemUance. 

In the twenty volumes of the Academy of Scien* 
ces,' from 1772 to 1793, are forty memoirs of L*- 
voiiier^ replete with all the grand phenomena of the 
fcience;. the dqcSlrine of combuftion, general and 
particular ^ the nature and analyfts of atmofpherical 
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^r ; the formation and fixation of elaftic fluids; the 
prpperties of the matter of hfeat ; the compoiition of 
acids; the augmentation of the ponderofity of burnt 
bodies ; the decompofition and recompofition of 
water ; the diflblution of metals : vegetation, fer- 
mentation, and animalization. For more than fifteen 
years confecutive, Lavoifier purfued, with unfhaken 
conftancy, the route he had marked out for himfelf, 
without making a fingle falfe ftep, or fufFering Jhis 
ardour to be damped by the nui^roii^and increailng 
obflacles which conflantly befet him. 

At length, in 1784, backed by the co-inciding 
opinions of all the moft eminent French chemifb, 
he determined to blend, in a iingk tableau^ ail the 
different colourings of truth which he had long be- 
fore pourtrayed diftindlively ; — this celebrated ele- 
.mentary treatife did not make its appearance till the 
year 1789. This lafl work prefents the fcience in 
a fhape completely novel, and ferves more particu* 
larly to diflinguilh the manner of Lavoifier from 
that of Dr. Prieflley : it crowns with immortality 
the glory of Lavoifier. Although the French and 
Englifh chemift refembled each other not a little in 
the numbered multiplicity of their experinients on 
jelaflic fluids, yet how different were the refpeftiv* 
reful.£S which they deduced from them ! 

Many were the fervices rendered by Lavoifier, in 
a public and private capacity, to manufafturejr, to 
the fciehces, and to artifls. His domeflic virtues, 
however, ihould not be wholly pafTed by; as a friend, 
relative, . hufband, &c. his condud was exemplary : » 

in 
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in his manners, he was unaffedledly plain and 
fimple. Many young perfons, not bleiled with the 
gifts of fortune, but incited by their inclination to 
woo the fciences, have confeiled their obligations 
to, him, for pecuniary aid; many, alio, were the 
unfortunate, whom he relieved in filence, and with- 
out even the oftentation of virtue. In the com- 
munes of the department of the I^oir (ft Cb^y where 
he pofTefTed confidedUe eftates, frequently would he 
vifit the cottages oiindigence and diftrefs } long, in* 
deed, will his memory, and that of his amiable fpoufe, 
be cherifhed there ! This virtuous man, fo dear to his 
country, to the fciences, and 4iMie world, was at 
length fuddenly hurried into the tomb, as one of the 
Fanmrs^Generaly from the pinnacle of public and 
private happinds, by a fet of homicides, who made ft 
fportof iacrificingthe lives of the beft men, to a fan- 
guinary idol of their own fetting-up ! — ^The pen re- 
fu(es to recite the particulars of this barbarous butchery, 
—Honoured {hade, accept the regrets and the palms 
which every friend of man bears to thy defer ved re- 
nown ; and may the memory of thy virtues, thy ge- 
nius, and thy courage, live in the bofoms of good men, 
when the horrid cataftrophies which have blackened 
the hiftory of thy country {hall fink into oblivion f 

[This article is partly taken from the beautiful ehge of Lalande, 
and iirft appeared in the Monthlt Magazine for Janoary 

THIBAUDEAU 

Is a man of amiable chara<Sler, gentle manners, and 
coniiderable talents ; but is fuppofed to be hoftile 
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to the prefent republican cftabliihmcnt. He wai 
originally an advocate of great confidcration, and 
afterwards became deputy i/i the convention for the 
department of La Vienne. Soon after he had voted 
•for the King's death, he appeared to change his 
principles, and has ever fince evinced a dtfpofltion 
for the reftoration of royalty. He has alfo been i 
laudably dedrous of ameliorating the htt of the 
emigrant nobility. ^ 

With ihefc djfpofitions, it is hot furprifing that he 
did not tnake a confiderablc figure in the convention 
priot to the year 1795. It is only recorded of 
him, that in the n4kh of December, 1793, ^^ ^^ 
elected one of the fecretaries during the prefidency 
of Couthon, and that about the fame period he be* 
came one of the members of the committee of pub* 
.lie inftrudiion. 

In the latter capacity, he prefented the admirable 
report to the convention on the imprgvement of the 
mufeum of natural hiftory, called, under the mo- 
narchy, // ^ardin Roy ale des Plant es. To this 
report is to be attributed the origin of the decrees 
for the purchafe of the adjacent buildings, the ag- 
grandizement of that iiiftitution, and the addition of 
numberlefs objecSls. It is undeniable, that the con- 
vention achieved more in belialf of this garden than 
did the illuftrious BufFon, or than had been efF^?£led 
fince its foundation, under the diictSion of. Tour- 
nefort. ^ " 

The brilliant exertions of Thibaudeiu com- 
^menced with the year 1795* It was then that he 
< dlftinguifhed 
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diftinguiflied himfclf by his numerous fpeechcs and 
reports upon the critical ftate of the republic, and 
the diftrefies caufed by the revolutionary govern- 
ment. The finances, perfonal liberty, concilatory 
laws, &c. fell fucceflively within the fphere of his 
exertions. .He, in a word, afted as though he meant 
to t)ve'rturn every thing that had been efFefted by 
the revolution. 

It is worthy of ropark, that the royalifts of the 
fouth having made two attempts to aflaffinate the 
republicans, a commiffion was twice appointed to" 
examine into the charge, and Thibaudeau was each 
time one of the leading memWNrs. He ftated in 
their reports, that the fe aflaiSnations were only the 
refult of mal-adminiftration, and that they had never 
been fo numerous as to require extraordinary mea* 
fures to reprefs them. It was however ftated in 
contradiiSIon, and as a matter of fact, in the official 
journal of the-Direftory, that the aflaflinations per- 
petrated in the year 1797 only, amounted to twenty- 
three thoufand ! This may have been a grofs exag- 
geration, but it is clear that Thibaudeau favoured 
the aflaffins. 

He fat .in all the fubfequent legiflatures, and lat- 
terly attached himfelf to the party of Pichegru and 
Barthelemy ; a6lcd in concert with Camille Jourdan^ 
Imbert, Colomes, &c. and became one of the moft 
fevere cenfurers of the DiretSory. It was therefore 
not at all aftoniftiihg that he Ihould be involved in 
their profcription. 

He 
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He was fortunate enough^ however, to effe£l his 
eicape from Paris, and to conceal himfelf in the 
country, \\nien time bad allowed the minds of his 
enemies to cool> and the triumphant Diredory was 
enabled to liften to the voice of moderation, Thi- 
baudeau's friends moved in the council of five hun- 
dred, that the decree of tranfportation fhould not 
be carried into execution with refpe£fc to him, who 
they faid had not entered into fhe late fadion from 
ariftocratic views, but in confequence of his beloved 
fyftem of a mild and regular adminiftration, which 
ijpirithehad often evinced even in the moft turbulent 
times of the convetAotu 

The motion was agreed to, and Thibaudeau has 
not fmce been molefted. He has, however, fallen 
into fo great a degree of obfcurity, that his name has. 
not been mentioned during the laft ten months. 

PAUCHET. 

It has been unjuftly obferved of the priefthood, 
that all its members are attached to defpotifm, and 
that a kind x>f tacit compad: exifts between civil 
and ecclefiaftical tyrants, for the fubjugation of 
mankind ; one of the contrading parties exercliing 
dominion over the fouls, the other over the bodies 
of their fubje£ts ; each fupporting the other in the 
arbitrary exercife of its refpeftive claims. Were 
this, however, to be admitted as a general rule, how 
inany glorious exceptions might be mentioned ? — 
It niuft be confeffed, that to the clerical refir^ 

mers 
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mers of the fixteenth century we are; indebted (09 . 
the emancipation of the human mind frotn the thral- ' 
dom of prieftcraft, and it is from their arfenal that 
the (barpeft and mod: deadly weapons have been bor« 
rowed for the conflidl with the foes of civil li« 
berty. 

When the French clergy began to fpurn at the 
yoke of the " Bifhop of Rome," they were perhaps 
more piqued at the infolent dominion of a foreigner, 
than convinced of his ufurpations. The eftablifh- 
ment of the Gallican churchy however, added to 
the national dignity, and in the independence of the 
hierarchy, fomething appeared to have been gained 
by the peo[de. Since that memorable epoch, the < 
minds of the clergy, particularly thofe rcfiding in 
the great cities, have become more expanded, and the 
fchifm which took place at an early period of the 
French revolution, proved that arbitrary power had 
become hideous, even to a multitude of churchmen. 
Claude Fauchet was born at Erne, in the depart- 
ment of Nievre, on the 22d of September 1744; he 
was one of the ableft clergymen of his time, in 
refpeS to pulpit eloquence; for the days of the 
Flechiers and Bofluets had paffed away. His mental 
powers, however, had made him known even in his 
youth, and obtained for him the dignity of Pridica^ 
teur du Roi. He was afterwards appointed jfbbe 
Commendataire de Afonfortj Sind at length Vicar-ge- 
neral of Bourgcs. . His funeral oration on the death 
of the celebrated Abbe Charles Michael de TEpec, 
inventor of the new method for educating the deaf and 

F f ^wK^a^ 
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clumb) was the firft e(&y in France towards the apo* 
theofis of fuch citizens as haddeferved well of their 
country by their labours, talents, and patrtotifm* 
' As he himfelf obfervedi " this alfo was the firft 
time that the ohjeSi of a funeral elage in a churdi 
was neither a tyrant nor an abettor of tyranny^ de- 
ferring rather of the public execration than of flat- 
tery from the chair of truth." 

Early in the year 1790, Fauchet publi&ed a work 
of fome celebrity, entitled " De la Religion Natio. 
nale." In this he attempted to prove, firft, the 
neccflity of religion and of a national worfhip^ fc- 
condly, that the Chriftian religion was the beft 
adapted to a monarchical ftate ; and, thirdly, he af- 
ferted the relation between the Cadiolick faith and^the 
temporal power, or, in the technical phra,fe of the 
Gallican church, " Concorde du Sacerdoce et de 
TEmpire." It is alfo fuppofed that he had a large 
fhare in the formation of the civil conftitution of 
the clergy, and that jointly with the Abbe Lamourette 
he was the inventor of the clvick oath adminiftered 
to the conftitutional priefts. 

The revolution found the Abbe Fauchet both 
rich . and refpeflable. In common with nearly all 
the enlightened men of France, .he hailed the con* 
vocation of the States-General as an epoch aufpici- 
ous to the liberties and happinefs of mankind. Na- 
turally of an ardent difpofition, he evinced uncommon 
zeal in the fupport of his political opinions^ and being 
of an enthufiaftical turn of mind, he transfferrefl YA^holy 
tirvpnrs from the altars of fuperftition to th« fcrine 

of 
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of liberty. In (hort, fome of his produ<SUons breathe 
a (pint of political myjiicifm. 

He was one of the many patriots who fuppofed 
the court from the beginning infmcere ; it muft be 
owned that there was but too much caufe for this 
fufpicionl It was accordingly decided early jn the 
revolution that^ fome great blow fliould bs ftruck, 
in order to appal the royalifts, and perhaps terrify 
the fecret advifers of Louis XVI.; this was accord- 
ingly achieved by the capture of the Baftille on July 
J 4th, 1789, which produced a marked preponde- 
ranee in favour of the nation. 

The Abb6 Fauchet on this occafion participated 
in the dangers and the honours of the day, for he 
16 faid to have been one of the firft who entered 
** the King's Caftle " fword in hand f 

But it was not as a foldier only that he diftin- 
guifiied himfelf ; as a clergyman he was ftrviceable 
to the caufe in a ftill more eminent degree. It was 
a novelty to behol J a man of his; cloth renouncing 
the do6rrir.es of " paffive obedience ^' and " non- 
refiftance," and preaching the " imprefcriptible rights 
of man," to the people. Accordingly, oji great oc- 
cafions he was ufually invited to pronounce one cf 
his civick fermonsy and as all memorable fubjedts al- 
low ample field for conjefture, he pleafed even the 
fanatical part of his audience by detailing the virtues 
and fufferings of the Founder of our holy religion, 
whom he dcfcribcd as " poor, perfecuted, fuflfering 
for the gi^d caufe^ and a nrioft excellent San$ Cu-^ 
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An admirable occafion prefented itfclf In 1790, 
for the exercife of his oratory. On the nth of June 
Mirabeau entered the National Affembly, announced 
the death of Franklin, and moved that the deputies 
ihould wear mourning for three days on this melan<y 
choly event : a propofition inftintly alTented to by 
acclaipation *• 

Early 



* The Dames of Franklin and Mirabeau, are (o juftly celebrated^ 
that every t ling appertaining to them, becomes .an objeft of 
ccriofity. It has, therefore, been deemed proper to infert the 
loilowing accurate account of the proceedings : 

" National Affembly, nth June, 1790. 
« M. Mirabeau the elder, having demanded and obtained leave 
po fpeakj addreffed the Affembly as follows: 

• Franklin is de?d! ' 
[On this a profound and folcmn Clence took place throughout 
the hall.] 

' The genius which gave freedom to America, and fcattered 
torrents of light upon Europe, is returned to the bofom of the 
Divinity. 

* The n*ge whom two'worlds claim } the man cifputed by the 
hiftory of the fciences, and the hiftory of empires j holds, moft 
undoubtedly j an elevated rank in the human fpecies. 

' Political cabinets have but too long noiifitd the death of chofe 
who were never great but in their funeral orations^ the etiquette 
of courts has but too long fandioned hypocritical grief. l^ations 
ought only to mourn for their bcnefedlors ; the reprefentatives of 
freemen ought never to recommend any other than the heroes of 
humanity to their homage. 

* The Qongrefs hath ordered a general mourning for one month 
througbcfut the fourteen confederated Aates, on account of the 
death of Franklin: and America hath thus acquitted her tribute 
of admiration in behalf of one ol the fathers of her conilitution. 

• Wouid 
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Early in July^ the Communcof Paris determined 
that this occurrence (hould be marked by an appro* 



, ' Would it not be worthy of you, feUow-legiflators^ to unite 
jrourfeves in this religious ad, to participate in this homage 
rendered in the face of the univerfe to the rights of man, and to 
the philofopher who has fo eminently propagated the conquefl of 
them throughout the world ? 

* Antiquity would have elevated altars to that mortal, who for 
the advantage of the human race, embracing both heaven and 
earth in his vail and extenfive mind, knew how tdiiibdue th vndeji 

and TYRANNY. 

* Enlightened and free, Europe at Icafl owes its remembrance and 
regret, to one of the j^eateft men, who have ever ferved the caufe , 
of pliilofophy and liberty. 

' I propofe, therefore, that a decree do now pafs, enading, that 
the National AlTembly (hall wear mourning during three days for 
Benjamin Franklin * 

< M. M. de Rochefaucault and la Fayette immediatdy arofe in 
order to fecond this motion. 

* The Affcmbly adopted it, at firft by acclamation ; and after- 
wards decreed by a large majority amidft the plaudits of all the 
rpe£^ators, that on Monday, the 14th of June, it (hould go into 
mourning for three days j that the difcourfe of M. Mlrabeau (hould 
be printed 3 and that the Prefident ihould write a letter of condo- 
lence upon the occafion, to the Congrcfs of America.* 

On the 14th 01 June, the citizens of Paris, imitating the example 
of the Rational Affcmbly, appeared alfo in mourning, and * the 
^ends of the revolution and of humanity * a(rembled at the Caf/ 
Proccpej wi(hing to render all due honours to the memory of the 
great American, ordered the glaffes to be covered with crapej 
and the inner apartment to be hung witn black. 

On the door towards the ftreet was the following infcription : 

" FAANKLIN 1ST MORT!** 

<• FranAi'm is dtadl »» 
At one end of the apartment was placed his buft, crowned 
with oak leaves^ and at the ibot of the pedellal was engraved the 
word via* . . ^ 

F f 3 ^x'vaXa 
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priate difcourfe, and they fele£ted the Abbe Faucet 
as the orator of the day. Accordingly, on the 2ift 
of that month, this popular preacher delivered an 
eulo^ium at the Rotunda^ in honour of Franklin, 
in pi efence of the deputies to the legiflative afTem- 
bly, the mayor, the commandant-general of the na- 
tional guards, the reprefentatives of the commons^ 
the prefidents of the diftriAs, and the electors of the 
cap.tal. 

*' The city of Paris," fays he, " which once con- 
tained thi$ phiiofo^her within its walls ; which was 
intoxicated with the pleafure of heariag, admiring, 
and loving him ; of gathering from his lips the 
maxims of moral legiflation and of imbibing 
from the efFufions of his heart a paffion for the pub- 
\ lick welfare, rivals Bofton and Philadelphia, his two 

^ native cities (for in one he was born as it were a 

\ man, and in the other a legiflator), in its profound 

attachment to his n^rit and his glory. 

** It has accordingly commanded this funeral 
, folemiiity, in order to perpetuate .the gratitude and 

the grief of this third country, which by the courage 
and activity with which it has profited of his lelTons, 
has {hewn itfelf worthy of having him at once for 
an infti udtor and a model* 

" In felefting me for the interpreter of its wiflies, 
it has declared, that it is lefs to the talents of an 
orator than the patriotifm of a citizen, the zeal of a 
preacher of liberty, and the fenfibility of friend of 
men, that it hath confided this folemn function* In 
this point of view I may fpeak with a holy confidence; 

for 
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fi4l have the publick opinion, and the teftimony of 
my own confclence to iecond my wifhes. Since 
nothing elfe is wanting than freedom and fenfibility, 
for that fpecies of eloquence which this eulogium 
requires, I am fatisfied^ for I already pofTefs them. 

** My voice fhall extend to France, to America^ 
to pofterity ; I am now to do juftice to a great man^ * 
the founder of tranl^Atlantick freedoms I am to 
praife him in the name of the mother-city of French 
liberty ; I myfelf alfo am a man ; I am a free man ; 
I poflefs the fufFrage9 of my fellow citizens : this is 
enough ; my difcourfe (hall be immortal !'' * 

The orator next proceeds to narrate fome particiu* 
)ar^ refpec^ing the * life of this truly great man : 

^^ Benjamin Franklin," adds he, ^^ was born at 
the commencement of the prefent century, in Bofton, 
the capital of New England. His father, perfecuted 
in his own country, on account of his religious 
opinions, (for the Englifh fo wavering in regard tp 
religion, and who have fo often changed it by ASl of * 
Pmrliament^ at the nod of corrupt kings and fana** 

* M. Fauchet was exceedingly correct as to all the important 
events of Franklin*s life. He was indebted on this occafion, to 
the communications of M. Veillard intatdant of the waters of Pairy^ 
M. Fleury, and M. C. Roy, a member of the Academy of Sciences^ 
of the Royal Society of London, &c. and keeper of the king's cabi- 
net of natural hiilory : all of whom were intimate with the Ame» 
rican ambalTador. 

The Abbe hlmfelf was alio acquainted with him> having oftea 
dined in company with Franklin, at a little charming villa at 
Pafly, belonging to M. Roy de Chaumont. 

llca.V 
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tical chiefs, have always been, and are at this ^^ty 
day perfecutors : ;. his father, I fay, took refuge in 
the new world, where the church of Engls^id, not 
having as yet intruded her intolerant foHcitude> per- 
mitted the liberty of confcience. . 

** His profeffion was obfcure ; but it is from this 
Tery obfcurity that it is glorious for him to have 
elevated himfelf to the liead of his nation, and to 
have become the chief as it were of mankind. He who 
was deftined to be the founder and the prefident of 
the Philofophical Society of Phfhdelphiai the creator 
and the foul of the Congrefs of America, was at firft 
"brought up to the trade of a tallow-chandler. The 
celebrated orator Flechier began life among ourielver 
precifely in the fame manner : it may be confidered 
•as a prodigy, that under the feudal ariftocracy^ he 
Ihould have ever become an opulent bifhop ! 

" The hereditary nobles, the titled families (It is 
but yefterday as it were, they have ceafed to cxiil in 
France) regarding his elevation with a degree o£ 
Turprife, mingled with fcorn, were unable to con- 
ceive how a minifter dared to confer a biihoprick on 
^ plebeian. 

" Duke, replied the bifhop of Nimes to one ot 
his contemporaries who was bafe enough to reproach 
him with the occupation of his father, this is in 
truth what diftinguiflies us from each other : if you 
had been born in the fame ftation that I was, you 
would have flill remained a maker of candles !'* 

As it has been moft unjuftly afferted, that the 
fAbbe was very lax in the article of belief, it may 

not 
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not be amlfs tofubjoin the concluding part of this 
eloge^ in which he makes the following apoftrophe 
to the Deity : 

** Eternal ruler of human occurrences I who 
according to thy promife, will difpofe every thing in 
favour of our infant liberty ♦, it is thou who haft ac- 
cumulated in filence thofe remarkable, prodigious, 
and miraculous events, in order to operate the crea* 
tion of our happinefs. 

" But, in the combination of all thy benefits, the 
greateft is, that thou Mtt given us a Franklin, and 
connected us with an America \ the moft propi« 
tious is, that thou haft placed in the balance of the 
deftinies, the genius of the national aflembly, and 
the patriotifm of Bailly f and La P'ayette j the moft 
happy is, that thou haft in one day given liberty to 
the capital and the provinces, and difpofed a king to 
embrace it. 

" O memorable fuccefs ! tlie furrounding nations 
can fcarcc give credit to the truth of it ; but they 
begin to be moved at the Aght ; their doubts feem 
to evaporate, and they at length believe that they 
alfo may be happy. 

'' Tyrants tremble ! your reign has paflcd away ; 
we have now brothers in fentiment over all the 
earth. But a little longer, and in a mutual inde- 
pendence and equal affedlion, the nations of the 

* Tu autem dominator virtutis ----- cum iriagnS revercn- 
ti^ difponis nos. 

•f Then mayor of Paris, 
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Hniverfe will be aftonifhed at being Iiappy, and at 
finding themfelves Frenchmen ! 

^ Venerable old man, auguft philofopher, Icgifla- 
tor of the felicity of thy country, prophet of the fra- 
ternity of the human race, what extatick happinefs 
embellKbed the end of thy career I From thy for* 
tunate afylum, and in the midft of thy brothers, who 
enjoyed in tranquillity the fruits of thy virtues, and 
the fuccefs of thy genius, thou haft fung fongs of 
deliverance. The laft looks which thou caft around 
thee, beheld America happy^ France on the other 
fide of the ocean free, and a fure indication of the 
approaching freedom and happinefs of the worldr 

•• The United States locking upon themfelves ar 
thy children, have bewailed the death of the father 
of their republick 5 France thy family by adoption 
has honoured the founder of their laws ; and the 
human race has received thee as the univerfcl pa^ 
triarch who has formed the alliance of nature with 
fociety, 

" Thy remembrance belongs to all ages | thy 
memory to all nations ; thy glory to eternity !** 

This fpirited efFufion to the memory of a famous 
Hereticij was attended with a Angular effefl, for it 
contributed not a little to render the orator a dij^na- 
tory of the Catholick church. A grand divifion 
at this period was about to take place in the Gallican 
communion, which may henceforth be faid to have 
been divided into jurors and non -jurors', thofe who 

fub&ribed 
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(itbicribed the civil conJUtuiion^ and thofe who re« 
je£ked it; the patriotick, and the refraaory clergy, 
Faudiet, as may be eafily imagined, ranged himfelf 
on the fide of the former, and iiecame biihpp of 
Calvados in Normandy. 

- This circumftance added to his reputation for pa- 
ttiotifm, of courfe gave him a certain degree of inte* 
reft within die precin^ of his own diocefe, and we 
accordingly find him reprefenting the department in 
the National Convention, notwithftanding Normandy 
at that time abounded teith royalifts. 

Here, as b^ore, he took the popular fide, and re* 
mained equally firm and zealous in his attachment^ 
until the fiital dispute between the Brifibtines ajnd the 
Mountain party deluged all France with blood. 

On that occafion, as it may be eafily fuppofed, be 
did not hefitate to take part with the great and vir- 
tuous men, who oppofed Robefpierre and Marat, and 
were finally obliged to fuccumb before t^e more for- 
tunate deftiny of thefe atrocious tyrants. 

He was of courfe involved in the affair of the 
twenty-one profcribed members, on the 31ft of May 5 
notwithftanding this he might have ftill efcaped, had 
not other charges, of a very ferious nature, been 
brought againft him. He was accufed, in the great 
mother fociety^ of haying procured .a pafiport fiw M^ 
de Nai bonne, the ex-mirifter, on account of which 
his name was erafed from the lift of Jacobins. A 
more fatal, and perhaps a more honourable accufation 
was next brought forward. Chabot denounced him 
* for 
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for having received a vifit from Charlotte Corday*^ 
after the afTaflination of Marat. 

In confequence of this, he was immediately ar- 
refted.as a reyalifty and executed on the 31ft of Oc« 
tober 17931 in the forty-ninth year of his age. 

Fauchet was efteemed on account of the regularity 
of his life, and the aufterity of his principles. AI* 
though opulent, he was not expenfive, being modeft 
in his deportment, and avoiding every thing that had 
the appearance of oftentation. Hi^ eloquence was 
deemed pjeafing, rather than perfuafive; and he was 
a zealous admirer of J. J. RoufTeau, whofe memory 
he cherifhed with a refpefl bordering on adoration. 

In his perfon, he was above the middle fize, 
and his countenance exhibited fomething particularly 
prepofTefling. 



* The zeal of Chabot, on this, at on many other occafions^ oat- 
ran his veracity. It is a well-authenticated fa6l, that MademoifcUe 
Charlotte Corday, never faw Fauchet. She had indeed been (Irongly 
recommended hy Barbaroux to the Blihop of Calvados, and the 
letter, v^b bad never been frefentedy was found in her pocket-book, 
after (be had immolated Marat. This circumftance, which ought 
to have operated ftrongly in favour of his innocence, on the con* 
trary, ferved as a pretext for his guilt. But he was tried before a 
tribunal of blood, and during a period of diilradliony when fufpicion 
and criminality had become fyiionlmous. 
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TH£ LAMETHS. 

There were two brothers of this name, both at 
onetime, in high /avour at the French (Cqjurtv ^^' 
ci-devant Count efpecially, who i$ faid to have been 
in the good graces of the Queen and. Madame de 
Lamballb. A little before the revolution^ he married 
a rich Creole of Su Dxxningo, with whom he got 
immenfe wealth, in confequence of the intercelEon 
of a great perfbnage ; but no fooner did that event 
take place, thsin he declared hknfetf on the.^de of 
the people. On being reproached with ingratitude, 
he replied in language worthy of a Roman,— ^^ that 
the iirft and deareft obligations of a citizen are to 
his country." 

No fooner did the Lameths }oin in the general cry 
for a limited government, than they were reminded 
by the courtiers of their plebeian origin. It was 
difcovered that their great grandfather had been a 
tallow-chandler at Amiens, and their grandfather a 
furgeon*. Thefe little genealogical anecdotes were 
all forgotten, while they bafked in the foufhine of 
Verfailles, and vied in favour and fplendour with the 
dukes and peers of France. The moment, however, 
it was known that they fecretly approved of the de- 
ilruftion of the Baftille, the obfcurity of their an- 
ceftors feems to have become criminal, and it began 

*' " ■ ". ; »' , ■■■ ■■ I f ■ ■■II . ■■ i« ■ . Il l V '* ■'■ ! ' " ' ^ yi T' " " ^^ 

* He feems to have been a man of fotoe eminence, lor h^ was 
furgeon to Cardinal Mazarine. 
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to be whifpcred abroad, that they themfelves could 
Tcarcely be confidered as gai^lemit^l 

The icircumftances juft recapitulated gave birth to 
many fplenetick literary eflfufions on the part of their 
enemies, and we (haN here tranferibe one of die lam- 
poons publiihcd on the occafidn : 

*' Jadis, dans Amiens, un Steur Lameth, dit-on^ ■ 
*^ (Je ie ticDS d*un favanf en gen6a4<>K^) 
^< Vendoitao public des bougies s 
*( a$f>4. un marcband de feniom ; 
*< Ntemc 00 liu dpik Tere^ftiop en sevfTberei:! * ■ 

** he bonhpoHoe n'ayoit d*aiiCj;e pretention . > 

*' que de vendre fea huilles cheres. 
*' Qu*i] feroit fier de fon inventtony 
** S*ai en voyoit le« eflTcts fidntairei ! 
*' S^. petitvrfil^ que de ]a nation . 
** Sont devenus tout-a-coup les lomieres 
" Pour r6(;laircr de la bonne £19001 
^' Dans les archives dt leurs peres,** &c. 

When any outrage was committed againft the 

royal ifts ; when the caftles of the noblejfe were fet 

on fire by an enraged and oppreffed peafantry, or 

the perfons of the arijiocrates threatened with chaf*. 

tjfementj the recital was fure to be accompanied by 

fome jeft agaipfl: the I/ameths, who were faid to be. 

at the bottom of the plot, and, not unmindful of the. 

. calling of their humble anceftors, were ffill fond of 

** letting blood," and anxious to " enlighten houfes. 

with flambeaus, and underftandings with lanUmeu*^ 

However clumfy thefe jokes may appear, they were 

felt, and it was not long before the objeSs of them 

ceafed to merit the animadverfion^ cf; the cour- 

tiers. 

During 
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During tfie greater part of the duration of the 
conftituent affembly, the elder brother Evinced SL 
manly independence, and exhibited talents adapted to 
the tribune ; for his eloquence was calculated at onai 
to pleafe, inftru£t, and admonifh. It was not until 
the nvifion of the conftitutional code, that his con- 
du£l became equivocal } then, indeed, he was thought 
to have made his peace with the court, and to hav^ 
been fecretly re-adrhitted intb tht favour of tlip 
Queen. He had been, generally indeed, on biit in- 
diflFerent terms with thofe whcfm ifae tbhfidered aa 
lier enemies. 

His property being fitxlited in the French Weft 
Indies, this circumftanc6 iftterefted him greatly in 
the queftion Coiicertting negro flav^ry. He had no 
6bje£ik>n to iiien of his owtt cofr^lexioh vindicating 
their frecddrti j but the idfea wasinf<3lei"a*blfe in refpeil 
to beiiigs with flat nofes, frizzly hair, and dingy com- 
plexions,— Hftore dlpecially as he claimed fome hun- 
dreds of €hefe creatures aS his own property f li 
IS not to he \tondered at, then, if he evinced s( 

^ — • 

di^adly hatred againft Briflbt, and all fhoTe ai(^per- 
tuning to the focicty called fAmi des Noirsy whd 
were not fufikient metaphyficiacnS to conceive how 
human rights could be afFe£ted by the mould of thd 
features, or the colour of the (kin. 
' Between the Laitieths and La Fayette thefe ex- 
ited for a long tirtie the ntoft deadljf hatj'ed i they 
were at length, however, with much difficulty rc-i 
concilecits ^uid even agreed to a£l in coiKrert; this 
coalitioa was of courfe looked upon with aiv^vft ej^ 
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i>y. die patriots, who, fuppofing them ihSuenCed by 
intercfted motives^ attacked them with redoubted 
vigour, and at length forced them to abandon their 
native country. 

ALEXANOBR XAMBTH. 

Notwithftandiog his great grandfather, was of the 
(ame profeffion as the father of the Bi(hop of 
Nifmes*, yet he found means to "become a Knight 
of Malta. This was aiTuredly in exprefs contradic- 
tion to the rules and regulations of that celebrated, 
order of knighthood, as its crojfes were only to be 
beftowed on fuch candidates as could prove them« 
ielves n^hlt^ both by father and :i mother's iide, for 
a certain number of generations. It d^monflrates, 
howeyer, the high pmte£fion^ as the courtiers were 
accuftomed to term it. with, which he was bo^ 

- . • • • 

noured. 

When the 5/tff<*x-(?^;;^rtf/ were convoked, Alex- 
ander reprefented the balliage of Peronne,. Roye» 
and Mont-Didier, during the years 1.7893 1790, and 
1791. W^ile in this capacity^ he acquired confider- 
able celebrity hy appearing to make a generous (a- 
crifice of the privileges of a particular caji to the 
interefts of his country. He confequently ranged 
himfclf on the fice of the minority of the nobles, 
ar\d acquired a confiderable degree of popularity, 
jiotwithftanding his crofs of iVLalta, his rank, and hh; 
great conneflims. 

• The father cff the celebrated and eloquent Flechier wat a talhw^ 

When 



* When thcf declaration of the RiGHts of MaM 
was propofed, he voted- fer th&affinnative; he aUb 
contributed to the annihilation' of the parliaments, 
and aflented to the precedence of the legiflative over 
the executive powef^- 

When at the height of Ms reputation, he attacked' 
Mirabeau; that great orator dellgiiated him anclhis 
fiipporters, under the name of Jnarcbijts \ denounced ' 
then! by diat tide oidy eight days before his death }. 
sknd would, perhaps^ have cruihed them in the bud^ 
if he had lived but a few months longer. 

About this time he had obtained ibme eminence 
ia the Jacobin foci^ty ; but he made fuch a tjrranhlcaj 
life of his influence, that he was foon abandoned. 

He Was eleded Prefident of the National Con* 
ventjon, and aflumed the diair, on the 2lfl of No* 
\^ember 179a 

The Chevalier was at length included in the de* 
cree of accufation launched againft Barnave^ ""and 
&ved himfelf by flight in 1792. 

He is faid to be naturally vain and intriguing, hyJ^^ 
his misfortunes have undoubtedly correftcd tjieffrft 
of thefe faults, as he has of late been educated in the 
iehool of adverfity. As to the ktter qualification,, 
were he to pofTefs alltb*' rcquifites, it muft o£ 
eourfe be ufelefe duriiig his prefent obfcurity. 

tHARLSS XAMETH^ 

A cudei)ant Count, and Colonel of Cuirajj^erty 
is ftill more celebrated than his relation, and at two* 
different periods of his life was in pofleffionof im- * 
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inenfe influrnce, having by turns been j^tronUed hf 
the court and the popular party. 

He was one of the deputies in the States-General 
for the province of Artois, and condufted himfelf 
nearly in the fame manner as his brother, having 
iided with fuch of the nobles as took part with 
this people) and> with theiji , fcorning^ every idea 
of perfonai intereft^ he facrificed his privileges to hi$ 
principles. On this account they were of courfe ab-. 
horrcd by the feudal artftocracy ; but, perhaps, fuch 
a^ enmity conftitutcs their mod honourable eu- 
logium. 

It has been faid of Charles, that he evinced the 
blacktft ingratitude on this occafion, haying been 
educated in the Ccui^t, and indebted to the Queen 
for his marriage with a rich heirefs: but although it 
be a delicate thing to draw didi nations between the. 
duty we owe to our country, and our refpeA to indi- 
viduals, as a queftion of rights there can exift no 
doubt. 

The projefis of the Lameth family, owing to a 
variety ofcircgmftances, have never been fufficienlly 
developH. It is pretty evident, however, that they 
were ambitious to take the lead in publick affairs, and. 
were at one time exceedingly popular*. 

This was demonft rated on the duel between 
Charles and the Duke de Caftrles, a deputy like 
himfelf in the States-General, but of an oppofite 



^»> 



• Both the brothers were Prcfidcnts of the National AlTeinhly j 
Charles a^ed in thajt capacity on the 3d of July 1791. ^ 

party; 
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party; for he fat on, and voted with the cSti irdit^ 
or right fide, as : that of the royalifts was then 
termed*. 

The Count had caufed a perfon of die name of 
Sauyigny to be excluded from the meetings of tho 
nohleffe ; on this the latter made ufe of certain • ex« 
preffions which the ntw deputy parried by pleading 
his miffion, obferving^ that being now .devoted 10 
the affairs of die publick, he could not avenge the 
infult offered to an individual* * 

The Duke de Caftries treated this as zntxcufr 
to prevent fighting, and (bme of his pleafimtries 
having come to the ears of Count Lameth, a combat 
cnfued. On this ocpaiion the. latter received three 
fword wounds in the arm from\the hand-of his an- 
tagonifl, and conduced himfelf with great gal« 
lantry. 

No fooner were the Parifians acquainted with the 
event than they confidered it as an alTaffination of 
one of their champions. They accordingly repair- 
ed in immenfe crowds to the Hotel de Cajhieij in- 
tending to avenge thenfelves on the perfon of the 
duke. As he, however, had been prudent enough 
to retire, they inftantly began to deftroy every thing 
in bis houfe, ^which was completely gutted in the 
courfe^ of a f(^w minutes. 

They then attempted to fet fire to It, but were 
prevented by the vigilance of La Fayette, at that time 
Commandant^general of the national guards, who 
flew thither at the head of a fquadron of horfe. 

This, 
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344 '^^^ tAMETKS), 

This, however, proved a very thankleft office^ 
(at the arjfiocrates afierted diat he had received 
timely notice of, and could have prevented tJie dijt 
order, but did not chufe to ftir from head iqtiarters 
until the whole, city was ia danger of being fet w 
firef 

A little before this M. LameA, who held, an o& 

.fice* in the houfehold of the Count d^Artois, rt* 

figned his charge : on that occadon he ^ele a- march 

on his royal highnefs, who intended to haveJifmiffid 

him on account of his political pcmciples. 

Charles Lameth left France in 17 qz^ and repaired 
mftantly to a neitKal teiritoqr, having rgotned bif 
brother at Hamburgh ; he has fince bejsn in Engv» 
land, but the fight of a cot^tuikntl was too odi^ 
cms to be endured by the royalifts 6! xkKr<tld fchooly 
and he is reported to have been ient off at a ytif 
fliort warning. 

Both the Lameths were infertcd in tte lift of 
emigrants; notwithflanding this they returned to" 
France, and remained publickly there during three" 
months : it was during that fliort but critical p^iod. 
when Camille-Jourdan, Barthelemy, &c. had paU 
fied the public efforts, and were on the point of^ 
producing a counter-revolution*. No (boner, how^ 
ever, did the grand epoch of the 4th of September 
arrive, than their hopes were completely blafted, and. 
they as well as a multitude of emigrants obliged^ 
once more to fly. 
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♦ CtntUbmme d'bettneuTf a kind of lord in waiting ! 

They 
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They have lately been employed in getting their 
names erafed from the fatal fcroll that Condemns 
them to exile, but they have hitherto proved un« 
fuccefsful) and unlefs fome very unexpected circum* 
(lance {hould occurs they are likely tp fpend the re- 
mainder of their llvei in a foreign country. 

JIAN DB BRY, 

Was the fon of an eminent lawyer in Laony in tfad 
Siifinnois^ and he hlmfelf was bred to the bar and 
adually praCtifed there before the revolution. That 
event prevented him from obtaining the reputation of 
a great advocate and alfo obfcured the profpeA of a 
confiderable fortune; but he has been fully COTipen^ 
fated for thefe imaginary lolTes by the revolution* 

Befldes a knowledge of jurifprudence, Jean do 
Bry afFeded to be fome what of a philofopher } and 
obtained that charader by a fenfible publicatioHi 
printed at Laon in the year Z790> with the 
title EJfai fur l^Educfiti&n Nationali. Thefe two 
qualifications obtained him the place of member of. 
the dirediory of the department of TAifne, one of 
the fix which includes the ci-devant Soijinncis^ 
fleauveijifj and the f^exin. 

Soon after this he was appointed a deputy to the 
National Convention by the eledors of his depart* 
ment) and irqm the firil moment of his. entranco 
^to the legiflature exhibited a moft ardent love fof 

• - 

liberty, ipixed however at times with a certain vio« 
lence of fpirit that proved detrimcatal to his p^rty* 
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He was one of the chief abettors of the two famous 
decrees of the National Convention of the 15th and 
ftyth of November 1792, which promifed the fra- 
ternal affiftance of the French nation to the oppref- 
fcd inhabitants of every country who wi(hed to 
fhake ofF the yoke of their tyrants* This meafure^ 
according to the royalifts, was a direA invitation 
to all the Cromwells and Mafaniellos of Europe. 

It was he alio who, both in the Jacobin dub and 
Convention^ moved to create a Lighn di Tyrannic 
cidiSj for the purpofe of delivering mankind from 
the yoke of royal opprefSon. BriiTot and his friends, 
]kowever, fcouted thefe exaggerated propofitidns, 
which tended not a little to add to the odium already 
eircited againft the French. 

In the year 1792, Jean dcBry was twice fetre- 
iary during the prefidence of Herault and Gregon-Ci 
and m the month of March of the fubfequent ytaf 
(t793) be himfelf was elefted to the chair. 

The Girondifts did not treat him with any great 
refped, and he was always beheld with a fufpiciotis 
eye by the Mountain. He however obtained a cer« 
lain degree of mllaence after the Thermidorian Ju-» 
Wlee, arid-from that time to this he has always been 
a diftinguifhed patriot in the legiflature, and an z&* 
duous and laborious member of the committees. 

In the ftimmer of 17959 a thick cloud feemed to 
environ the head of this deputy. Happening to be on a 
miflton to the army of the Rhine, he was publicklf 
charged with having diforganized the military difci'* 
pUn^ fb admirably attained by the aid of Picbegru, and 

with 
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With rpreacTing anti^republican principles among the 
inferiour officers. This ridiculous imputatioPi origi-> 
nated in the mircondu6l of fome young men, who left 
their regiments before the paflage of the Rhine, 
and repaired to Bafle, where they were heard to fay, 
•• that they were not foolilh enough to fight for a 
republick, which they knew to a certainty could 
not exift." They, added, ** that Pichegru and Jean 
de Bry were aftually concerting meafures for deli- 
vering^ Strafbourg to the army of Conde ! " 

The patriot! fm of the deputy was, however, fo 
univerfally acknowledged as tp fecure him fi:om any 
kind of enquiry on this occafion* 

Jean de Bry has been, lately fent as minifter ple- 
nipotentiary to the Congrefs of Radftadt, .in the 
room of Treillard, who has obtained the rank of 
Bireftor. 

On this grand difcuffion depends the peace of 
Germany, anjl perhaps of Europe. The ableft ne- 
gotiators will be prefent on the part of Pruffia, 
Auftria, &c. but unfortunately the talents of Jean 
de Bry are inferior to thofe of his predcceflbr, and 
he is deficient in diplomatick acquirements. It is 
thought therefore that the ex^direlfor will fettle all 
the preliminary articles within the limits of the 
repuHick, and the new minifter— fhould peace be con- 
duded"— will have only to affix his fignature and 
fan£li0n% 
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.DAUNOXT, 

Like Billaud, was originally a pricft of the OraUryi 
but far fuperior to him both in capacity and know- 
ledge« He was a man of learning in the ftriSeft 
fenfe of the word, and befides his exertions, within 
tlie walls of his convent, in the inftruSion of the 
youth who were entrufted to that community, he 
wrote fome memoirs on natural hiftory previoufly 
t« the I evolution, which obtained him admittance into 
the fociety of Experimental Philofophy at Brufliels. 
Daunou was too much a philofopher to be attach- 
ed to the prejudices of his condition | but he was 
•prudent enough to conceal his fenfiments until a 
fevourable opportunity occurred, 
' The new order of things enabled him to throw 
off the difguife. Accordingly, in the year 179OJ 
he publi/hed a work which occafioned fome noife 
at that period, and is ftill highly ejleemed, e^tled 
De la Religion Publiqui^ ou Refiedlions far un 
Chapitre dti Contrat Sociale de yean Jaques Rouf* 
feau. It was obfcrved that Daunou, Raynal excepted, 
was the firft monk in France who had cultivated 
with fuccefs the triumphant philofophy of the agCi 
l,€ Cathplique R9main^ faid Daunou, a deux Ckefs^ 
Jon Roi et le Pape. Or il eji indubitable qu*un 
Franfoisy qui fe croira le fujet de Vevique de Rome^ 

Jera toujours en France un mauvais citoyen ! • 

■ ■ ,.-,■■ 

• «' The Roman Catholick faith has two heads : the King and 
the Pope. Now it is incontcftable, that a Frenchman who belierei 
hlmfelf the fubjedt of the bifhop of Rome, will be always a bad 

citizen.*' 

Little 
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Little Ikfisfied widi his dieoreti^l philoTophy^ 
Dattnou wanted to give alfo fome proofs of what is 
caUed aSivepatriocifnu It was he vdio prevailed 
upon his brethren de la Congrigation it FOratoire 
to fend a petition to the National Af^embly in Sep*^ 
tember 1790, craving leave to appear in its prefence, 
and take the civick oath to bring up the French youth 
in the principles of the conftitution. When this 
requeft was granted, he htmfelf repaired to the bar, 
as the chief of the deputation. 

He alfo wrote (bme difcourfes,- afterwards inferted 
in the Journal Encytlopiiique^ upon the advantages 
that French literature was likely to reap from pub- 
lick (liberty. Thefe effiiys tended to confute the 
do^ine inculcalted by the condu6lor of the AnnU 
Litter aire (the fucceflbr of the famous Freron), 
who afTerted that political inveftigations were apt to 
deftroy the tafte for the fciences and the htlUs-lettres. 

Daunou was at length appointed a deputy to the 
Natipnal Convention by the department du Pas de 
Calais, During the triumph of the Girondijts his 
name was fcarceljKmentioned, and yet their fall in- 
volved .him in the perfecution of the feventy-three 
members who had protefted againft the proceedings 
of the 31ft of May. He remained in confinement 
during fourteen months. 

At length the imprifoned deputies were liberated, 
land refumed, jure pojiliminii^ their ancient rights. 
After regaining their liberty they were generally more 
adively, and indeed more ufefully employed than the 
reft of their colleagues. This was exaftly the cafe with 

H h IJ^\w^^^^\. 
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Daunou. He became a member of die Committee 
of LegiflatioOt where he made a confiderable figure, 
and was admitted foon aftet into the Ccmmittee cf 
General Security, where his motions were alwajrs 
diftinguiflied for their good fenfe and humanity. 

When Buonaparte conquered Auftrian Lombar- 
dy, and the Emperour undertook by the treaty of 
Udina to acknowledge the new Cifalpine govern* 
ment, the former requefted the diredory to tcntz 
few diftinguiflied publics/Is to aflift him in forming 
the conftitution of the new Italian republtck. They 
were accordingly nominated^ and the moft confpi*. 
cuous members proved to be Sieyes and Daunou. 
They did not, however, iet out for Italy, as Buon* 
aparte, either in confequence of the orders of die 
French government, or of his own accord, organiz« 
ed their laws, convoked, their Iegiflature> and sqp- 
pointed the executive magiftracy. 

Socm after the murder of the French general Du- 
phoz in Rome, and the march of the French troops 
to revenge his &te, Daunou and Monge were dif- 
patched to that metropolis as commiffioners of the 
dire&ory. 

Daunou is ftill there and continues to a£l an im- 
portant part'—that of French proconful in the capi- 
tal of the ancient world. 

When he refided in Paris, during the great con- 
AiQ. between the republicans and the royalifts, pre- 
vious to the 1 8th Fru£tidor, he became the ai&ftaflt 
of Garat and Chenier in the journal entitled— £# 
ConJirvaUur dc la Ripubliqtu* 

Daunou 
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Daunou has never dl&ppointed the publitk in the 
opinion it had formed of him, in the beginning 6f 
his political career; and he has always been feniark*- 
able for his nveAigating fptrit and methodical mode 
of rearoning. He is reputed, next to Sieyes, to be 
the greatcd adept in the principles of political eco- 
nomy, and, in the language of a royaliftj is nutO'^ 
pbyjically jacohinicaL 




I « 



ROEDERERy 

Has dtftinguifhed himfelf as a lawyer, a fiatefmui, 
and a man of letters. The revolution found hihi 
prefident of the Parliament of Metz, and he ehjoj* 
ed a high reputation in his native province*. B(^ 
ing appointed a deputy to the States-General, his 
eondud there was always marked by fagacity, wif*> 
dom, and moderation, 

1^0 him was ouing the decree palTcd by the Na-^^ 
tional Aflcmbly in April 1790; declaring, thut 
** Letters were the property of him to whom th^y 
were written, but could not be printed without the 
confent of the perfon who was the author of thena.* ' 
This dccifion tended to convey a cenfure upon the 
Abbe Maury, who had betrayed a private corre- 
fpondcnce. 

It was he likcwife who moved> that the clergy 
of all defcriptions, whofe. revenues were reduced, 

• The 6'dtvant Lorraine. 
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fliQuld enjoy fomething more than the minimum fixed 
by the cccleftaftic^ committee. 

In Oflobcr 1790 he prcfented the celebrated rc- 
' port refpeAing Ubauij aiid procured that the culti- 
vation of this article ihould be permitted throughout 
the iii^hole kingdom. 

He al(b was the firft who moved, that the right 
of afiive citizens (hould be granted '^ a cetU naiUn 
fi a^ify Ji induJfrUufe<^ qui a promen^ fur le g!obe 
fes fu perditions, fen argent et fes malheurs (Ics 
Juifs), et a cette ckfie d'hommes que nos anciennes 
loix vouloieht degrader, tandis que tios applaudiffe- 
ments leur faifoient partager tous les jours fur le 
theatre, la gloire dcs plus ilhxftres genies (le$ cpm* 
midieus)'^*^ 

On the^diiTcIution of the firft Affcmbly, Roedcrcr 
was, appointed a member of the deparjitment of Paris, 
«nd, after the death of M. de la Rochcfoucault f, he 
was nominated prefident. He held this honourable 
poft more than a twelvemonth, and towardii the 
end of that period found himfelf in a very critical 
fituation. In his capacity of prefideni he wa$ ob- 
liged, in company with feme of his colleagues, to 
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• " To that nation fo adlive, fo InduArious, (the Jews) which 
has wandered over the globe with its fuperAitions, its wealib» ami 
its misfortunes ; and to that ciafs of perfons (thefe affertambtg t9 
tbffage)^ whom our ancient laws inclined to degrade, at the very 
time our plaudits made thtm participate every night at the theatre, 
in the glory of the mod iJiuftrious geniufes.'* 

t Formerly the Duke dc Rochcfcucault^ ' 

pay 
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pay a vifit to the king, then prlfoner in the Temple, 
in order to fubjedl him to certain interrogator iebf. 
This was certainly a difagreeaUe ta(k; for no 
human wifdom could at that time Aiggeft the dt^e 
medium between the refpcft to be paid to Ac uiji- ' 
fortunate monarch, and the magifterial deportment 
exa&ed by the growing republican fpirit. 

At the period of the revolutionary goyemment^. 
all the authorities conftituted by the national aflembly 
were furpended, and the departmental adminiftration 
of Paris was actually aboliihed^ to give room to the 
revolutionary tribunal. 

Roederer pofiefied too much honour, as well as tod' 
much humanity, to become the tool of fuch men as" 
Danton and Robefpierre: of courfe be was expofed 
to their malice. . *> ■ 

Accordingly, he was perfecuted in the fsune.manr 
ner as many other deputies of the conftituent afiem* 
bly, and had he not efTeded his efcape, would hav^* 
been fent to the guillotine with his ancient colleagues^ 
Barnave, Gouttes, Chapellier, &c. 

When the days of terrorifm had pafied'away, Roe- 
derer repaired to Paris, and being without any fort 
of occupation, he gave a courfe of le£hire$ on publicly 
law zfid political ecoTtomy<yZt the Republican Lyceum,- 
which added greatly to his former fame. It is afto- 
nifhing, however, that notwithfianding' his talents 
and patriotifm, axe generally acknowledged in Franct,. 
he has never been ele£ted a deputy- to any of the:' 
fubfequent Legiflatures. 

H h 3. B^^Qi^. 
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Before the laft tremendous revolutiod of tte Sih 
Fruflidor, Rocdercr was the chief conduftor of a 
journal, entitled la Decade Hijtorique. It was 
remarkaUe for being one of the few impartial perio- 
dical publications, out of 150 papers that appeared 
daily in Paris. He was, in fome meafure, a pro- 
tedor of the growing fpirit of chriftianity, then arif- 
ing from the revolutionary ruins, in oppofition to 
the anarchical ^nd atheiftical philofophy : " Si nous 
nc^ujm •", faid Rcederer in one of his numbers, 
•* rE%xangile eTavoir caufi la St. Barthelemty on 
fourra^ avec autzint di raifon^ accuftr la Philofi" 
fhie iPav^ir cauji les 2 et 2 SeptembreJ* 

It may be neceflary to remark, that during the 
^sffion of the conftituent aflembly, he had been 
a member of the Jacobin club, and it was owing < 
Ytfhiszeal, that a fimilar inftitutionunder the name 
of The friends of the conjiitution wis.eftablifbed at 
Metz* It is likewife a matter of fa6l, that when 
this fociety had refolved to break off all connection 
with the jacobins, who were charged with having 
contributed to the tumultuous meetmgs in the 
fihamp de Mars^ and correfpond for the future with 



• " If wc ve to aceufe the gofpcl of having occafioned the raaf- 
facre of St. Bartholomew, we may with eqoal reafon, accufe phi- 
lofophy, of haYing produced that of the 2d and 3d ©f September.*' 
This proportion is for from being corre£^. It was neither the 
^ble that caufed the one, nor philofophy .that was the origin of the 
.other. They both originated in fanattcijm^ with this di/ferencej 
-that the irA was the cflfspring of religion, the fecond pf politicks. 

the 
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the Feuillam only, Rocdercr wrote a long letter ♦, in 
which he exhorted them to preferve their union with 
the mother^fociety^ and to (hun an alliance with th)5 
Feuillans ("" qui entendent la ta^ique des emeuU$ 
beaucoup mieux que perfonney*) who had attained 
a fuperiour degree of eminence, in the art of excit- 
. ing commotions i ' 

BOURDON DE L*OISE. 

This fenator, according to fome,was originally an 
attorney ; others lay a clerk to a notary of Pontoif^, 
a town feven leagues diftant from Paris. What* 

o 

ever his profef&on may have been, few deputies have 
exceeded Bourdon in ipirit, activity, and undaunted 
courage. He has been prefent at the mbft awful 
events which have occurred during the courfe of the 
revolution, and he has always condu<^ed himfelf with 
intrepidity. It is not to be concealed^ however, 
that he has a£led with all parties, and that his cha* 
rader is very equivoc^. 

During the reign of terrorifm^ Bourdon was one 
of the moft ftrenuous fupporters of the mountaineer^ 
with whom he had ingratiated hinifelf, partly by )jJA 
credit for patriotifm, and partly by bis having been 
prefident of the jacobin club on the &mous 31ft of 
- May, 1793. 

It is alfo recorded, that on the f ft of June, while 
en his way to the hall of the National Convention, 
he mmgled among the ranks of the armed force, in the 
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garden of the Thuilleries, and' exhorted the citizen* 

ibidiers to defend to the laft drop of therr Mood, the 

' Iff ational Convention, then threatened by the Giron- 

dlfts, who wanted to deftroy the republick, and the 

jacobins who were its moft powerful advocates. 

" The emigrant count de Montgaillard, pretends 

that Bourdon laboured very much in* fecret with* ' 

Marat, to bring about the dreadful events that en- 

fued ; and as the latter was accuftomed to fay ^^ that 

in order to confolidate the republick, four hundred^ 

thoufand perfons ought to have been cut ofFj" M, 

4t Montgaillard adds, that Bourdon very often 

TtpYied^^^ courage^ mon i2r;t! y un zera de plus i 

ton addition patriotiqjfte^ et I'epuration fera ^om^ 

flete^r 

It is afTorted alfo, that Bourdon de TOife was a 
com[^lete terrorlft, and that heinftigated Robefpierre 
more than once, " not to let the feventy deputies 
rot \n prifon !'* 

In the month' of December 1793, he is faid to 
have propofed, a general mafTacre of thofe confined 
in the jails, to the jacobin club 3 and in the month 
of April, to have moved it agijin jointly with Bar- 
rcrc and Collot d'Herbois. It is befides reported, 
that he fent emifiaries and money to the fedlions of 
Le Pelletticr, La Halle-aux-BIeds, and the contrat 
ficial^ in order to obtain their confent. With the fame 
view, he. is faid to have caufed 8,000 livres to be* 



• Courage my friend ! but one more cypher to your patriotick 
addition, and tke purification will be complete. 

paid 
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paid to a paftry-cook of the name of Cretien ; and 
,3,000 to Calvet, a hair-drefTer, who had a powerful 
afccndency in their refpe<S^ive fe^lions. He had alp> 
obtained the rank of prefident in one of the above 
fe£lions, for a citizen nanied Desfieu^ on whom be 
could rely ; and he b^ procured from the Conunittee of 
Publick Safety^ the fum of 20,000 livres, which were 
, prefented to Mr. Talma, a perf jrmer in the Theatn de 
la Ripubliquiy who was one oC die demagogues of the 
groupes of the Palais koyaJ^ as ^11 as of the mob in the 
two celebrated fuburbs St. Jntoimmd S. Mamau^ 

It this horrid project was never carried into exe« 
.cution, it is reported to be owing to the marked iii^ 
approbation it met with among the greater part ^f 
the fedlions \ Bourdon himfelf is thought to hav^ 
been foon after afhamed of the attempt. 

It would appear almoft incredible after this, tb^t 
Bourdon de I'Oife, (hould become one of the greateft 
champions of the Thermidorean faftion, if it were 
' not recorded in the annals of the French revolution, 
that he was the very firft to co-operate ^th T4- 
lien in the dbwnfal of Robefpierre, and that be ac- 
tually became a violent perfccutor of his former af« 
fociates, the jacobins ! In the new order of things^ 
' he was, however, eminently ufeful to the republick* 
Whilft Gregoire, Lanjuinay, Louvei, BoifTy, Four- 
croi, and other deputies of great learning and talents, 
difplayed the honours of the preceding tyranny in 
their writings, Bourdon, Tallicn, Legendre, Du-» 
mont, exhibited no common degree of courage and 
adivity in their efforts to aonihilate the mountain^ 



Bourdon foon acquired the fame of a royalift arcJ 
an ariftocrat. But the publick was fpeedily unde* 
ceived ore thia fubjed. In the month of January, 
1795, Duhem denounced to the National Conven- 
tion, the laft literary work of the celebrated pro- 

feffor La Croix, entitled " Lc Spedateur Fran- 

(ais pendant le Gouvernciv.ciit R6volutionaire ;'' 
which was the iirft publick^ilep towards r^^/^/Jn. 
Bourdon) on this oceglS^h, rofe, and declared the 
book to be a deteftabte publication, worthy of pii>* 
ntfliment, on* the part of the laws, and deferving 
■ fix>rn on that of all good citizens. ** I am ready," 
atdded he, ** to fpill the lafl drop in nty veins, in 
«rder to prevent the return of royalty. The blood* 
of fifteen hundred thoufand brethren m arms, co» 
vered with the laurels of vi(5):or7, (hall not be waft- 
ed to no purpofe.** 

Soon after this, M. Grcgoire made a motion re- 
lative to the eftablifliment of the Catholick faith. 
Bourdon was one of his opponents. . ** You are, my 
dear colleague," faid he to GregGire, " a perfeSly 
honeft man, at once very fenfible and very learned, 
a good patriot, and a good republican, but you now 
dcmonftrate to me, that a prieft is always a prieft.** 

In the fpring and fummer of 1795, a period of 
«niverfal perplexity, the fentiments of this deputy 
were never afcertained. His fpecches in the Con- 
vention againft the reprefentatives profcrjbed on the 
I2th Germinal^ were held in high repute, and ob'- 
tained him the title of an honeft man. On the othet 
band, his motion for abclifliing all the aiEgnats, iffued 

under: 
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tinder the conftitutional monarchy, or to ufe the 
technical language of the Convention^ /^d«r dinu^ 
•netizer les ajji^nais a faa royal^ which amounted 
to the enormous fum of four milliards, rendered him 
furpe6):ed of anarcliical and Jacobinical principles hj 
many of his colleagues. 

Towards the clofe of the fitting of the Conven- 
tion, an opportunity was offered to Bourdon, to 
complete his /ervices to his native country. The 
Jegiflature had difcovered, that the royalift confpiracy 
firft developed 1)y the rebellious fe6lions of Paris, had 
cxtenfive ramifications througout the republick; and 
indeed, as foon as the fe^lions were defeated, open 
infurretSions took place in a great number of die - 
weftern departments, efpecially at Chartres, Orleans, 
Blois, kx:. It was even flifpe^ed, that the chain of re* 
4}6Uion, extended from Paris to the army of Charrette 
in La Vendie. Several deputies were accordingly feat 
on miifion to the places moft expofed to the arts of the 
infurgents. Bourdon being nominated to the depart^ . 
ment of Eure, coiidufted himfelf with uncommon fii- 
gacity anda&ivity. In ibort, he difcovered the thread > 
of the confpiracy,.and in the town of Nogent, aAuaUy v 
ibund a magazine of arms, in which, among other * 
implements of war, were ten thoufand pikes. He 
was, however, lefs fuccefsful in ^Chartres, where 
his predeceffor Le Tellier had been murdered. He 
alfo rifked his life, and was befieged during fifteen 
days by the infurgents, in a c^le, where he would 
have perifhed, if a large detachment of troops had 
not marched to his relief. 
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It feems quite unaccountable that fuch a -man as 
this fhould have become a^royalift. Certain it is, 
however, that Bourdon having been once more 
ele&ed/a member of the prefent legiflature^ by pro- 
curing a. feat in the Council of Five Hundred, he 
inftantly joined himfelf to the party of Pichegru and 
Barthelemy. 

There are many well informed perfbns who think 
that all the profcribed deputies were not royaliftsy 
and that on the contrary, fome of them were ftauncfa 
republicans, who intended to put an end to the arbi- 
trary proceedings of the diredory, to fufpend revolu- 
tionary meafiires, and fettle a regular government. 
Bourdon was perhaps of this number, and if fb, he 
did not deferve the tremendous profcription in which 
he was involved on the famous i8th Fru&idory of 
the laft year. On the other hand, if he was really a 
royalift, he fully juftified the opinion already con- 
ceived of him in France, that he was thi man of 
tvery party. 

Bourdon is about forty years of age, and much 
celebrated for his ftentorian voice, which was often 
excelled jn point of melody, but in refpedl to loud- 
jtiefs, muft be allowed to hare been unrivalled in the 
haQ of the legiflature. 
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MEKOU. 

Is a ci-devant baron, and officer in the French 
army. Whether he rulEed into the revolution from 
ft love of liberty, or from enmity to the .court, is 
not as yet well afcertained« It is but feir, however^ 
to attribute his condiid to the more honourable mo« 
tive. One ef thofe noblemen who openly joined 
the tiers itatj in oppofition to the privileged or« 
ders, he a^led a confiderable part in the conftitu^nt 
aiTembly, having been a member of the military 
committee, and a colleague of Dubois Cranc^ 
Noailles, &c. 

His fervices at that memorable period will be al- 
ways remembered in' France with honour and gratis 
tude, for he was the firft to give his opinion, in Jan. 
1790, that the only means to have what he termed, ^^x 
foldatS'Citoyens et des.citoyem^foldats*yV/2k% fo to fet- 
tle the military confcriptioftj that the names of all 
male children Qiould be entered, and they themfelves 
obliged to ferve th^ir country as foldiers for a certain 
number of years^ This was the firft ftep towards 
the fubfequent requifitions, which by raifing aftonifh- 
jng mafTes of men, confolidated peace at home, and 
national glory abroad. 

No fooner was the firft legiflature dilTolved, tliaji 
this deputy experienced a temporary oblivion. If tlic 
conftitutional monarchy had'fubfifted, he would cer- 
tainly haye a£led a contjiicuous part, but he was 

* Soldicr-citlicn?, and citizcn-foUiisrs, 
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£xpofed, like all the moderate patriots, to die perfe- 
. cution of the terrorifts ; and the downfal of that 
bloody fa£lion reftored him to liberty. 

The almoft boundlefs authority attached to the 
office of commander in chief of the national guard 
of Paris, had never been entrufted to any perfon 
fince the cataftrophe of Henriot. The Convention 
experienced how far it had proved dangerous in the 
'hands of the latter, as well as of his predeceffors, La 
Fayette and Santerre^ They were fo much afraid in- 
deed of appointing another, that on the 12th GermU 
'nal (1795) when the mountaineers Duhem, Gafton, 
Chodieu,&c. were committed to prifon, the command 
of the Pariilan army vfzs only proviJionallycoTtfQvxti, 
on Gen. Pichegru, at that time in the capital. It was, 
however, very foon found, that a commander was 
unavoidable. On the motion of Andre Bumont, the 
'Convention enafted a law, that all the terrorifts, 
or, as it was now the fafliionable term, the bad 
citizens^ (hould be di farmed, and that if any of them 
happened to be met with in hoftile array, they 
fhould be direftly tranfported to Guyana. The 
whole of the Parifian force was then in the hands of 
what was called good citizens y who, however, were 
all ariflocrats and royalifts. 

* M. Menou was appointed their commander, and 
no man in Paris, at that time, could help thinking, 
that it was really the wifh of the Convention, to 
reftore royalty in France. This errour proved 
highly beneficial to its fecurity* 

'In 
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In the famous infurre£^ion of the iftPr^z/r/W, when 
the inhabitants cf the Faubourg St. Antoine befieged 
the hall of the legiflature, and cut off the head of 
the reprefentative Ferrand, the Parifian youth, in the 
national guard, commanded by M, Menou, efFefled 
prodigies of bravery, while fubduing the infurgents. 
Had it not been for the grand miftake juft alludt^d 
to, the ariftocracy of the capital would never have 
taken up arnas for the defence of the national repre- 
fentation, which of courfe would have fallen a prey to 
the infurgents, and France would have been fwallowed 
up x)nce more in the gulph of terrorifm. Lou vet 
foon after acknowledged in his Sentinelle^ that the 
royaliftshad faved the republick,7i7«J // vouloir*. 

Subfequent events have demonftrated how diffi- 
cult it is for an honeft man to conciliate the efteem 
of contending faSions during the ftormy periods of a 
revolution, Menou was certainly a friend to liberty^ 
but he detefted bteod. On the- other hand, there was 
now no other party in. France, but royalifts and re* 
publicans, and the conteft had juft commenced be- 
tween the fedlions of Paris and the National Con-^ 
vention, with refpedl to the new election of two* 
thirds of the members of the legiflative body. 

Had M. de Menou forefeen the courfe of events^- 
and given in his refignation, the fituation of the 
Convention would have been exceedingly problema- 
tical ; but he carrefTed both parties. He promifed 

the Committee of General Security, that he would 
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* WitJiout intending it. 

I i 2 never 



364 MENOU. 

jjcvcrdtfertthe reptiblieanftandard, and declared to the 
fe£lk>ns, that he would hot command an army againft 
them. This latter declaration was fo far mifunder- 
ilood by the feftion of Le PelUtier in particular, 
that the inhabitants thought he was fpeaking in the 
name of the whole army. 

The fetal ftruggle at length took place, and 
M. de Menou on being ordered to march againft 
the rebellious citizens, refufed to obey. This be- 
haviour was certainly confident with his honour, 
1)ut it was not fatisfaftory to the feftions, who were 
fanguine enough to hope, that he had gained over 
tlie troops under his command. Unfortunately for 
them, they were foon undeceived j for the command 
b^ing invefted in Barras, Freron, and BUoi^parte, 
they were fubdued and profcribed. 

It was natural enough, that this man Ihould be- 
come an objedl of abufe with both parties. The vic- 
torious Convention upbraided him with dtfcrting 
from the duties of a republican, in the time of the 
moft prefling danger ^ it was even aflerted, that he 
had been bribed by the royalifts. He was accordingly 
committed to prifon, and tried before a military 
commiflion. He was, however, acquitted, and ho- 
nourable mention was made of him by his judges, as 
a man of honour and humanity. 

M. de Menou was fo®n after admitted into the 
favour of the prefent directory, who conferred on 
him in the courfe of laft year, the important truft of 
infpe^or of the cavalry in the inter iour, which fta- 

tion 



tibn he now fills with his accuftomed talents and^ 
integrity. 

If any credit be given to f©me papers relative to a* 
Ikte confpiracy of the royalifts conduced by M. le* 
Maitre, and deteSed by the Direftory, M. de Menoui 
is held in great abhorrence by the emigrants. 

In the proclamation of-the pretender it is alfo 
ftated, among other things, that La Fayette, Sieyes, 
and he, are deftincd to a violent death, in cafe of a* 
counter-revolution. Menou is a tall, good looking* 
man, of about 50 years of age. 

» 

LE COULTEUX DE CHANTELEU. 

The family of Le Coulteux came originally from^ 
Rouen, the metropolis of Normandy. It v^as divided 
into many branches, each of which was exceedingly- 
vtrealthy, though none of them could rival that of the 
fubjeS of thefe mepioirs. They were all employed- 
in commerce, and M. Le Coulteux, the deputy, had 
eftabliflied a counting-houfe in Paris. 
- It is an eftabliflied feft, that the French nobility,, 
more efpecially in the earlier part of their lives, v^erc 
extremely infolent towards the infericxir orders : but it- 
is equally true,, that thofe difplayed moft illib^ality,, 
who had either a recent origin, or were the imme-* 
diate defcendants of magiftrates and lawyers, and for 
this reafon were themfelves in fome meafure de- 
fpifed by every clafs of citis^ens, and more efpecially 
by the higher orders of nohlejfe^ who were accuf- 
tomed to ridicule them under the appellation of lev 

nouvfdux v^nus robins, 
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Rouen was the feat of a pakdiament, and therefore 
full of poor noblemen. On the other hand, it pof- 
feflfed a variety of manufa^ures, an extenfive trade, 
and, confequently, many men of large fortunes.-*' 
This Angular contraft had carried the animofity 
between^ the opulent merchants and the nobles in 
Rouen to a higher pitch than any where elfe in 
France; and it is but natural to conceive, that at 
the approach of the revolution, the very word mer'^ 
chont was, in that place, fynonimous with democrat. 

M. Le Coulteux, befides his wealth and patriot! fm, 
had further claims to be appointed a deputy to the 
States-Qeneral. He had received a learned educa- 
tion, travelled through the chief countries of Eu«* 
rope, and was a complete mafter of the Italian, Spa- 
niih, and EngliOi languages. 

If the labours of Mr. Coulteux in the Conftitiient 
AlTembly, and the fervices achieved for his. country 
'at the beginning of the revolution, were not entitled 
to fuch exalted renown as thofe of Mirabeau, Bar- 
nave, and other eminent perfons, who are chiefly in- 
debted for their fame to their aftonifhing eloquence, 
&ey were by no means lefs important. 

To him the French are indebted for the difcovery 
• of the infuificiency of Mr. Necker*s talents, in re- 
fpe£l to financial operations. 

In January 1790, he was appointed one of the 
commiflaries charged with tfie examination of a plan 
prefented to the Affembly by M. Laborde, for the 
'Creation of a national bank. Necker had already 
j>ra}e£led a di&iTQat one. M. X^e Cculteux, on 

. making 
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naking his report9 aded very modeflly with refpe<Sl 
to both : fuch, however, were his opinions relative 
to the fcheme of the celebrated minifter, that the 
AiTembly rejected it, and adopted that of M. La- 
borde, with certain modifications projected by the 
reporter. 

It feems to have been decreed that M. Le Coul- 
teux ihould raife his fame upon the ruins of that of 
the minifter. Accordingly,. on the 7th of February, 
he was appointed by the King ireforier de I'^xtraor^ 
dinaire. This afforded another opportunity of dill 
playing his modefty and patriotifin : for, a violent de- 
bate having arifen in the AfTembly on the queftion,, 
Whether fuch a place was compatible with the du» 
ties of a legiflator ? he dedared, that in the alterna- 
tive of naaking an eledtion, bis choice was already 
determined; for he thought himfelf more honoured 
by remaining a member of the Affembly, than by 
accepting imy office under government 

AH the exertions of M. Le Coulteux, in the 
Conftituent AfTembly, were direfted towards finan- 
cial operations, and he conflantly evinced his fupe- 
riour abilities and zeal for the regeneration of pub- 
lick economy in his native country. 

The fhort compafs of a biographical fketch doe» 
not permit a detail of particulars. It is,, however, 
proper to ftate, that this deputy was the firfl to point 
out the refource of patriotick gifts. In confequence 
of his zeal, thefe, fo early as the month of June 
1790, amounted to no leis thaqi eighty millions of 
livres! 
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Upon all occafions his conduft was modeft, unaf- 
fuming and generous. Though he was the firft to dif- 
oover a deficiency in the abilities of M. Necker, he 
always ftrenuoufly fupported him, when any of his 
colleagues attacked that minifter, on the fcore of 
moraLs and he had a violent altercation with M. 
Camus, in the fitting of the 19th of July 1790, 
when the latter oppofed the grant of thirty jnil- 
lions^ fclicited by the Comptroller General of- the 
Finances. 

. When the National Afiembly was diflblved, in 
order to give place to the fubfequent legiflature,. 
M. Le Coulteux, fatisfied, as he faid, with his 
fhare of glory, among the honeft men who had de- 
ferved well of their country, refumed his former 
courfe of life, and lived in a happy oblivion, at Paris, 
during the years 1792 and 1793. 

But when he perceived the danger of the tremen- 
dous profcrlption that hung over the whole clafs of 
wealthy individuals, from the b- iital and atrocicus 
fection of the triumphant fans-culottes^ he left the 
metropolis, and reiired to his country feat at AuteuiJ. 
•—It was, however, in vain to have recourfe to fuch 
precautions; for he was too well known to efcape 
the notice of the fanguinary monfters of the revolu- 
tionary committees. He was accordingly feized, 
carried to Paris, and, in all probability, deftined to 
the guillotine, had- not the gch Thermidor intervened, 
and procured him liberty. 

Le CouUeu^ \^as eletSled, in the year I795> 
9 deputy of the departmeat C>f Paris in the new 

. legiflature, 



^giflaturc, and foon after took his feat in the 
Council of Elders. But notwithftanding his ex- 
traordinaff qualifications, he would never have been^ 
nominated, if' the famous 13th Vendemiaire had not: 
taken place. He wras known to be as averfe to roy- 
alty as to anarchy, and for this very reafon was in no 
great favour with either party. Such was in general 
the fete of all the ccnjiituents : they were utterly' 
defpifed both by the royaUfts and republicans. His 
appointment, therefore, proceeded from the perplexity 
of the electoral college, which deemed itfelf fecure 
from attack, if it appointed thofe perfons who had 
made any figure in the preceding aiTembly. 

The career of this deputy in the new legiflature 
is pretty nearly the fame as in the Conftituent Af- 
fembly. Patriotifm has been his counfel, and finance 
his element. His plans have not, however^ met 
with equal fuccefsj for the financial fyftem of France, 
at the clofe of the revoMtionary government, was fo 
diftracted/ as to baffle any judicious and regular 
icheme. 

Mr. Lc Coulteux was the author of the forced 
han of fix hundred millions in fpecie, decreed by the 
legiflature, in November 1795, which, however, 
proved unfuccefsful, notwithftanding the compulfory 
means adopted by the Direftory. 

He was alio the firft to move for the ereftion of a 
financial company, charged with the adminift ration 
of the national eftates, and the difcharge of paper 
currency by means of ready money. He afterwards 
propofed that anotiber company ihould be formed^ 
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fomewhat fimilar to the Bank of England, to enable 
the Executive Power to provide for the annual 
expenditure. Both thefe plans v/ere approved by 
all well-infornied perfons, but it was not poflible at 
that time to carry them into execution. 

Laftlvj he moved for the loan of fixty millions for 
the boaAed defcent on Englaiiid) and was at the head 
of the deputation of bankers, wlio prefented the.m- 
fclves to the DireSory, and offered their refpedive 
quotas towards forwarding this objeft. 

It is but juftice to obferve, that M. Le Coulteux; 
is extremely amiable in private life. To a compre- 
henfive mind he unites gentle manners. Though his 
fortune is immenfe, his expences are limited, and his 
domeftick arrangements frugal. He alfo pays great 
attention to the education of his children, for whofe 
vp&xu&ion he feleds the ableft mafters in France. 

The writer of this article had the following anec« 
dote from one of his friends: — A young Spanifh 
nobleman repaired to Paris, a few months after the 
peace between the French Republick and Spain had 
been concluded. He was ftrongly recommended to 
M. Coulteux by a mercantile houfe of refpe£b- 
bility, that knew nothing of his principles or po«* 
litical charadier. The Spaniard was of courfc in- 
vited to dine with him. As he had been informed 
in his native country, that no honeft man in France 
was a republican, and that all the deputies in the le*- 
giflature were the dregs of the people, he fpoke 
while at table of both councils in an indecent man- 
ner, and concluded by obferving, " that they were 

a pack. 
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a pack of fcoundrels, who difgraccd the French 
name!" — ]Vf. Le Coulteux, fmiling, replied—" I 
hope, Sir, you make an exception in my favour."-** 
"I beg your pardon," anfwered the Spaniard without 
difcompofing himfelf, " this is the firft time 1 have 
perceived that a fenfible and accdmplifhed man is 
not a royalift ! " 

Lc Coulteux is upwards of fifty years of age. 
He lives in a wing of the large houfe called the 
Palais de Bourbon^ in the Faubourg St. Honorcy 
facing the Elyfian Fields. 

TILLY. 

This. zealous republican never ambitioned a feat 
in the legiflature, or exercifed any publick office in 
France. He has, however, been employed abroad, 
and his talents in the diplomatick line are fecond to 
none. 

Tilly was originally a nobleman of Britanny, and 
is a relation of the emigrant Count de Tilly, and 
alfo of the republican general of the fame name, 
who diftinguiflied himfelf in the army of the Rhine, 
under Jourdan, Hoche, and Angereau. 

He was one of the few men appertaining to the 
privileged orders who, under the corrupt ftate of the 
monarchy, and in the midft of the licentioufnefs of 
his own caft, dedicated his time to ferious ftudies, 
and cultivated thofe liberal principles which, how- 
ever they may have been abufed, conftitute the glory 
of the prefent age, and became the precurfors of the- 
re volution. 
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In order to obtain information he vifited botE 
England and Italy. In each of thefe countries he 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his inquifitive diipofition, 
and his affiduous attention to learned men. 

At his return to France, Tilly was too modeft to 
publiih a detailed journal of his travels in order to 
fatisfy his literary vanity, and at the fame time too 
fenfible of the weight of his obfervations in refpeil 
to his native country, to conceal his acquiiitions. 
Accordingly he wrote fome very fliort but interefting 
memoirs, tending to put the French on the fame foot- 
ing with the Englifh navy, and to improve the manu- 
factures and trade of his native country, (b, as to cope 
at leaft with, if not to furpafs that of its rivals. 

The revolution at length occurred, and amidft 
the numberlefs emigrations and plots of the no- 
bility, it certainly afforded great fatisfadlion to 
the patriots to behold a few individuals abjuring the 
prejudices of their order, and joining in the ftruggle 
for freedom. Tilly was accordingly highly admired 
by the Parifians, and as foon as the republick was 
proclaimed, the executive council was advifed to 
•mploy him in the diplomatick line. His long refi- 
dence in Italy, and his critical knowledge of the 
language, fitted him for a publick charadler in that 
country, and he accordingly obtained the appoint- 
ment of ambafTador to Genoa^ 

No man was better adapted to his new fituation*, 
and the late changes in the fouth of Europe may be 



• He was fcnt on purpofc to affi/l in jrcvoUitionizing Italy. 
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fairly traced to the operations of his adminiftra* 
tion. - ^ 

No (boner had he arrived at Genoa than he grant- 
ed his protection to every opprefled patriot in that 
petty republick. He even inftituted a club in the 
boufe of an apothecary, named Morando, where all . 
the young men who afFeded literary attabments 
(fome of ^em appertaining to the higheft clafs of 
nobility) held their meetings. 

From this time, Tilly might have been juftly 
ftiled the Scourge of the Genoefe arijiocracy ; and 
all the fubfequent a£ls of his embafly rendered him 
truly worthy of that appellation. When the fenate 
expoftulated with him about his encouraging thefe 
democratical meetings, he replied, '^ that fo many 
focieties exifted in Genoa with a view to revile and 
difgrace the French principles, that it was not to be 
wondered if one was formed in order to apologife for 
them.'* 

A Genoefe derg]rman, named the Abbe Lombard:^ 
employed by him in the capacity of fecretary for the 
ItalMjH^ difpatches, being fufpeded to a£i; as one of 
the propagandifts^ was taken into cuftody by order 
of the government : Tilly on this inftantly reclaim- 
ed him as a perfon appertaining to the French em-« 
bafly. The fenate replied, that no fubje£l of the 
Genoefe republick was permitted to fpread principles 
tending to its fubverfion. Tilly rejoined, that as 
the perfons attached to the anibafladors of all the 
crowned heads redding in Genoa profefled the prin- 
ciples of their refpcftive governhicnt$, itvras But 

Kk iivt 
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fair for thc^Frcnch envoy to k^ep in his fcrvice ftch 
as were attached to the politicks of France. 

About this time the right wing of the army 
of Italy, in order to facilitate an attack on Col de 
ITendij Saorgio^ &c. belonging to the king of Sar- 
dinia, had marched through the territory of Vinti- 
miglia, and thus openly violated the Genoefe neu- 
trality. The fenate, having complained anew on 
this occafion, Tilly anfwered, that, it ought to p^r- 
' Itiit thjs violation with the fame indifference that it 
had allowed a fimilar one in the courfe of the pre- 
x:eding year on the part of the Sardinian troops, 
while on their march to Oneille, 

The Auftrian general, Baron de Vins, intendiog 
to take pofle^on of fome towns in the weftern Ri^ 
. vier^y Ricord, Salicetti, and Albitte, the reprefen- 
tatives of the French people with the army of Italy 
made great preparations to preoccupy the fame, and 
all the republican troops inftantly moved towards 
the interiour of the territory of Genoa. 

The fenate^ required from Tilly a categori- 
cal explanation of thefe movements. "A will 
willingly give," faid Tilly, " my explanation, when 
the fenate has given me, on their part, a fimilar one 
relative to the intentions of the coalefced powers." 
. As he was zeaLous, aftive, and energetick, beyond 
defcription, for the dignity and interefts of the new 
republick, it happened that he very often hazarded 
opinions inconfiftent with the eftablifhed relations 
between the two countries, and utterly incompatible 
•rith the law of nations. The fenate at pn^ time in- 
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fifting on" tl^if (tri£l obfervance of the exifting trea- 
ties, '' the French nation," replied Tilly, " ac- 
knowledges no treaty ftipulated on the part of their 
kings. — The people,'* he added, " have taken arms 
in-order to aflert rfe/V 'rights^ and they will nevir 
lay them down until their political relations are 
/(funded on a better hafts.** 

Juftice aWb requires us to obferve, that he did 
n€>t always attend to the punftllio&of diplomatick 
decorum. ^ ' 

In his drefs a la Carmagnol% he was accuf- 
tomed to receive the vifits of the moft diftinguifhed ' 
memb^ of the diplomatick body ; he waited on the 
fenate, in the national palace, in a bhck neck hand- 
kerchief arid pantaloons, and direfted the French' 
agents in the neighbouring towns never to pull off 
their hats when they had occafion to call on the ma- 
gfftrates and governors, although they were of the 
nfeft noble families in Genoa, fuch asDoria, Palla- 
ricini, Spinola, &c. 

• His' ardent charadfer fometimes induced Tilly to 
trefpattiin the laws of his country. At one period 
of the revolutionary government, the Convention 
pafled a decree, forbidding aliens coming from 
cowitries at war with France to enter the territo- 
ries of the republickjahd the French agents and ma- 
gf ft rates were declared refponfible for the execution 
of it. Tilly, paying no attention to the will of the 



* In ved, pantaloons and fabre, ^h a large three-coloured" 
c^Hade. 
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legiflature, granted paflpot^ts to all the^taltan pa* 
triot$, whether Tufcans, Romans, Neap6litans, or 
Picdmontefe, all of whom appertained to inimical 
countries. 

It happened about this time that a Sicilian cler« 
gyman)' named the Abbe Sotira, being perfecuted 
by the government of Naples on account of his 
democrat ick fcntiments, found meanb ta efcape to 
Genoa) and afked for a paiTport to France; on 
obtaining it he repaired to (3neille. 

Some French merchants refiding in Genoa were 
the enemies of Tilly. They had been in Naples, 
and known this very Abbe, who, in order tOj|roid 
the impending profcription, iiad written a wdrk^ 
entitled — ^* The rights of man confuted." They 
availed themfelves of this pretext, to iatisfy their 
animofity, and accordingly wrote a formal denunci- 
ation to Buonarroti, at that time national agent at 
Oneille, ftating that Sotira was a man of a fufpicious 
charadlcr. Buonarroti, naturally violent and impe- 
tuous, inftantly iffued orders for a domiciliary vifit, 
and unfortunately for Tilly, the very manuiiplpt of 
** the Rights of Man confuted,'* was found in his 
pojflTeffion. 

Buonarroti immediately committed him to prifon, 
fent intelligence of the event to the committee of 
public!: faf^ty, and had not the gth Thermidrr inter- 
vened, Sotira would have been fent to the guillotine, 
and Tilly himfelf would have fuiFered difgrace at 
leaft, on account of the excels of his zeaL By the 

bye, 
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5ye*, tHis fame Sotira was really a patriot*,* and iifi^ 
writer of fome confideration. He liveS fome'timcf 
fn this country, and on his return to the continent, 
in 1789^ he publifhed a political work in Paris^en* 
titled — 'La Dkadenre de l*AnzleUrre, 

But if the 9th Thefmidor^ fecured Tilly from thrf 
dangerous effe£ls refulting from the animofity of 
his countrymen in Genoa, it was likely to involve 
Rim in the hatred' of the Thermidoreans^ agairift ther 
fanfculotterie. This aftually proved to be the cafe, 
Tilly was recalli^fc and no (ooner had he reached. 
Nice, thari^ he was difgracefuUy feized by the nai 
tional gendarmesy and conveyed* a prifoner to Paris, 
fe was not a little afVonifliing^ to behold* the new* 
members of the Committee of PuWick Safety, acting' 
in this manner, agairtft a man who^ had fo ably and* 
fuccefsfully fervcd' the republick abroad: ^ 

Soon^fter this, the Committee of Government^, 
fent a new ambafiador (Mt. Villard) to Genoa, who* 
m their name, publickly and officially difavowed all* 
" the extravagancies" of* his predeceffor, and aflured^ 
the (enate that he was flill lying under their difplea^ 
ilire; ' ' 

An account of the humiliations endiired'by Tillyi 
in Paris, during the fpring and fummer of 1795,. 
would be cquaHy tedious aitf difagrccablfe. It is* 
fufEcient to obferve, that the official accounts* of his' 

adminiftration in Genoa, wcfre'expofed. to 'the cen— 

. » ' ) * 

* The attack on the rights 0}^ man,\vis Written from policy, not* 
principle, it being penned with a riew to feve hii life. * J 
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^UTure of the loweft clerks of the financial deparjtments 
and revifcd with the moft rancorous fcrupolofity. 

The Thirmidoreans^ indeed, went fo fiu*, as to de- 
prive him of his arms, and exclude him from fervice 
in his own fe6lion, on account of his having been in the 
technical language of that period, ^^ a Urrorift and 
m had citizen** In fhort, he was at laft obliged 
to fecure himfelf from the infults of the Parifian youth, 
by retiring to the town of St. Germain, twelve 
miles diftant from the metropolis. 

The Thermidorean re*a£^ion ceafed to influence 
the French government, in O^ol^r 1795, and the 
iinjuft perfecutions to which many of the moft zea- 
lous patriots had been expofed during the preceding 
twelve months, were felt by the directory, the two 
councils, and the people at large. 

On the return of Tilly to Pari3, ,he was received 
with univerfal refpeS. The executive offered to 
appoint him tninijier of police^ but he protefted that 
he would not accept the place. On its being pro- 
pofed to fend him once more ambaflador to Genoa, 
or any. other of the Italian courts, he alfo declined 
the propofal with that uncommon perfeverance fo 
peculiar to his chara£^er« 

Since that time, he has not evinced the leaft anx- 
iety for any fort of employment. Being afked the 
reaf m of To much apathy, he told his friends, " that 
he was very glad to have once ferved his native 
country, but he would never appear on the publick 
flage again, before the revolutionary ftorms had en- 
tirely fubfided." ■: 

Tillv 
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TiUy is a man of about fiftj years of age, fhort 
ftature, thin, fwarthy comptexion, and forbidding 
look. He is noted for the plainnefe of his dreis ; the 
ierioufnefs •f his countenances and the franknels of 
bis fentiments« 



VADISR, 

Was confidered as a man of the ftr!£le{l integrity, 
a learned civilian *, and an aUe magiftrate antefiour 
to the hll of the throne* He was appointed a deputy 
to the National Convention, from the department Je 
PJIrriege^ and it may not be unworthy of remark) 
that all the members of this department, were ufiially 
confidered as mmntaintersy in every fenfe of the 
word. 

Vadier diftinguifhed himfelf as one of the D/- 
eemvirs during the reign of terrour, and, after the 
fliifting of the political fcene, became one of thofe 
fubje^ied to the Frerpnian perfecution. 

This is little to be wondered at, as he had apper* 
tained tothe committee of general fecurity, and parti- 
cipated in all the violent proceedings of his col- 
leagues, and the Convention at large. 

It i^ allov^edt however, even by his enemies, that 
his motives^ throughout the whole of his publick 
life, nay, eveif when notorioufly faulty, were un- 
exceptionable ; he was alfo one of the feW plain 



He was Confnlier a Pamtrs. 
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and honcft men, who cdhfcientibuffjr'execi^ted So- 
tefpierre, arid, from the love' of juftice and virtue 
alone, contributed to the downfal'of that odious tyrant. 
' During periods of clvM-dtfeorA, men are frequemtly 
deaf to the voice of reafon. The moFe Vadier wa5= 
refpeftable, the more he was reviled, abufed, infulted, 
vilified ; and the Freronian journal, L'OtaUur du 
Peiiple will always be confidered as a mortifying re- 
cord of the injuftice and ingratitude of the French, 
nati&m 

Vadier ftipportetfthe moft bitter inveflnres with » 
prudence and refignation which could have originated 
m a confcious integrity alone. One day, however,* 
he could not refrain from exclaiming, in the hall of 
the Convention- — ^ Je n'aurois jamais cru que mes 
compatriotes recompenferoit de cette maniere mep 
fot Xante ans de verttis* ! " 

Thefe words ferved only to excite niurmurs 
and laughter in dte Affembly; to fiipply Freron and* 
Bis party with new topicks of ridicule, and to afForrf 
to the Parifian youth the proverb of Its faixante einr 
dev£rtu5 de Vadier, 

The l^th Germinarat length arrived; and Vadier,* 
with his colleagues, Collot, Kllaud, and Barrere,. 
were condemned to tranfportation. Some time after, 
a decree of accufation was enafted againfi them, and 
orders given for their trial before the Tribunal de 
la Charente Inferieure ; Vadier and Barrere, how- 



• " i never could havc/uppofed that my countrymen would 
kavc thus rccompciilcd fixty years of virtue.*' 

cver^, 
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every found means to tSeSt their efcape. From that 
time the former has become fb obfcure, that if his 
name had not been occafionally mentioned, fome 
months fuice, by a French journalift, one would have 
been tempted to fuppofe that he had ceafed to exift. 



DB tA CROIX, 

Ori as he is now called, la croix> 

Is a Parifian by birth, and, previoufly to the revo- 
lution, was a fecretary di la connitablie in th< ca- 
pital. This was a fpccies of military magiftracy, 
which exercifed a cei .ain jurifdi£lion relative to 
points of honour, etiquette^ duelling, &c and it was 
compofed of all the marOials of France. 

Charles la Croixliad a feat, but never made a great 
figure in the Conftituent AflemWy^ In the Con« 
vention he was a deputy from the department Je la 
Marne^ and being a mountaineer^ he was very much 
attached to Collot d'Herbois and Thuriot, under the 
preAdentfhips of whom, in 1793, he was twice elefled 
fecretary. He was alfo fent on mif&on to feveral 
departments. 

If the career of this reprefentative had ended with 
the fun£tions of a legiflator, his name would have 
been plunged in the deep oblivion to which that of 
thoufands of his colleagues are condemned. But, in 
October 1793, he happened to be appointed Miniiler 
of the French Republick for the department of foreign 

aSair% 
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afBiirs, whence may be dated that Very eqaivocaf 
kind of celebrity that has attached to his perfon. 

Unfortunately for him, in this exaked fituation, 
he was expofed to the fcrutinizing eyes of mankind. 
Yes, unfortunately for him^ becaufe, in the capacity 
of a minifter, he occafionally difplayed fuch a com- 
plete ignorance of geography and diplomatick affairs, 
as to become proverbial, and to render hitjifelf the 
fcorn of his countrymen at home, and* the difgrace of 
the French abroad. In fhort, he was commonly 
termed rimbicille la Croix. 

The writer of this article knows to a certainty 
that he fuppofed Tufcany to be a city, and imagined 
that Naples belonged to the King of Sardinia ! 

What is almbft incredible, though rccoided in his 
own difpatches, he once fent to Barthelcmy, then 
ambaffador in Switzerland, a copy of an arrete of 
the Direftory, with an injunftion to notify it to the- 
Senate of Berne! This expofed him of courfe 
to the mofl humiliating animadverfions on the part 
of the Swifs government, whici, m its remon- 
flrm^es, obfc v.^d, that the Cantons neither formed a 
-^Frcr.ch d flrij, nor the Minifter Plenipotentiary a 
h::i(per* of a tr bunal. 

And when t^e inh, bltjwits of the PruHian dcmi- 
n' n?. on i' fide of the Rhine, frovlftonally ceded 
to Fra..jce by tb'* t "tv f Hid^. wer.tinto mourn* 
ing Ux t . Prinre-R )- 1 in 1796. he vva<^ fo foolifh- 
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. as to fend an order to the French Commiffary at 
Cleves, to prohibit this mark of refpe<9:! The late 
King of Pruffia was greatly ofFended at this cohduft, 
and was near revenging it by an open rupture !— 
Upon this, PexJet the journalift obferved, " Tot ou 
ta^d nous fentirons que ce n'eft pas impunement que 
no^^ pouvons mettre un imbecille k. la tete des .af- 
faires etrangeres *." 

Charles La Croix, notwithftandlng this, continued 
to exerclfe his functions as a minifterj but it was 

merely owing to his republuanifm that he prefery^d 
his place; for he pciTciied no, other qualification 
whatever. He was difmifled, however, in June' 
1797, in order to make room for M. Tayllerand, 
;and was fent foon after as ambaflador to the. Batavian 
Republick, He was judged by the Directory to be 
the beft toql for bringing about a ne\v revolution 
againft the moderates and the Stadtholderians, by 
means of a coup de mairij or, to fpeak more properly, 
to efFevS an i8th FruSfidor in HoUand. On this oc- 
cafipn he proyed wonderfully fuccefsful, and the Icgi- 
flative body as well as the other conftituted authorities 
were, in the language of the day, completely purified. 
It was, however, heard wixh equal aftonifhment 
and indignation, that among the Dutch" moderates, ac- 
cufed and perfecuted by him> was the gallant General 
Daendels^ one of the firmeft patriots during the con- 
teft of 1787; who had ferved as a commander of abri- 



* \^5(5 fhall learn, fometimc or anofher, that the dirc(flion of 
fiotrdHPlirs cannot be entruAed to a weak masv N<i\xK\rcv^\ixv\x^, 
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gade under Pichegru, and to whde seal and exer- 
tions the French are chiefly indebted for their en« 
trance into Holland ! 

Charles La Croix was about to fet ofFfbr Vienna, 
in order to replace Bernadotte) when a new revdu^ 
don took place, under his eye, without his fanftion, 
and in exprefs contradiction to his opinions. #" 

The brave Daendels, (hodced at the proconfular 
enormities of the French minifter, had repaired to 
Paris, and reprefented his adminiftration in fo tnxef 
and therefore fo odious a light, that the Directory 
fisems to have entrufted him with a carte blanche.'^ 
He accordingly returned with fecret, but unlimited 
powers, and the patriots of 1787 have once more 
triumphed, in fpite of all the arts and oppoiition of 
the Minifter. 

La Croix is aboijf fifty years of age, fober, a£tive^ 
andiaborious^ but ignorant, prefumptuous, and devoid 
of talents. 

He has lately returned to Paris, and been fuccecdcd 
in his miffion to Holland by Roberjot. 



BOURSAULT, 

Like Collot d'Herbois and Fabre d*Eglantine, was a 
performer, and a man of great abilities in his own 
line. 

Finding himfelf unable to obtain a fortune in his 
native country, he became manager of a French 
company of player^ with which he ^^f^Hjitaly 

in 
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ni queft. of bread. On this occafion he affiimed thp 
name of Malherbes. ^ 

? Having at length eftabliihed hinxfelf in Naples, he 
was appointed by his Sicilian MajeftyAV/^^r of the 
French theatre in that metropolis. He was not beloved 
however by his fellow^performers, who were piqued at 
the faperiority of his genius, nor did he exptrience 
much friendlhip on the part of the Neapolitan nobi^ 
lity, to whonrhe neiftt paid that humiliating homag^ 
which they had obtained from his predeceffbrs. Thefe 
two bodies were too powerful for him to oppofd^' 
and at the end of the third year (in 1788) he was 
difmifTed by the King, and fent back to France. On 
that event taking- place, the hatred of his foes was 
fully gratified; bat not content widi their fuccefs^ 
they contrived to render their enmity proverbial; for 
when fpeaking of an enemy, they always faid,— " II 
eft mauvais fujet comme Malherbes.** 

It isa cooimon obfervation in the hiftory of man- 
kind, that fome accidents, apparently detrimental, 
often prove uncommonly fortunate. Had not Bour- 
fault loil his place in Naples, he would have conti- 
nued a performer during his whole life. 

Haying repaired to Paris, he became a partiian of 
the new order of things. In confequence of this, he 
was receiv/ed into the fociety of the " Friends of Li- 
berty," and permitted to difplay his eloquence, already 
improved by the> declamation of the^ flage. He was 
the intimate friend of Collot d'Herbois, and it was 
fiifpe£led tbarhe had fome (hare in the patriotick 
•.-..;,.. bl : ' plays 
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plays and many other works publUhed by Jhirh be- 
tween the years 1789 4nd 1792. 

It is to the friendihip of CoUot, that Bourfault 
was indebted for his appointment as a deputy from 
the department of Paris- to the National Conven- 
tion. But although a zealot of liberty, he did not 
zSt a confiderable part during the two, firfl years 
of the duration of the legiflative body. So numy 
peribns of fuperiour abilities ^vere competitors for 
the civick trown, that there was neither room nor 
occaflon for the exertions of Bourfault* 

In the fpring of 179S, he at length emerged from 
obfcurity. At that period he was fent on miffion to 
feveral departments^ to appeafe the animofities en- 

m 

gendered between the TerrcrJ/ls and the Thermido^ 
reansy and he aded with equal fagacity and fuccefs. 
On his return to Paris, during the fummer of the 
fame year„ he made feveral motions, and delivered 
many fpeeches in the hall of the Convention, rela- 
tive to all the interefting fubjedls then in the order 
ef the day. 

In the autumn of 1795, a more ferious taflc 
was aiSgned to Bourfault. He was then fent to 
the South of France, in order to quell the re-» 
bellionof theroyalifts, known under the name of Z« 
CampQgnte de Jefus. On that occafion he eftab- 
liflied his refidence at Avignon, and adopted mea- 
fures fo very mild and wife, that the iiifurgents (•on 
returned to their duty. 

Bourfeult was certainly one of thofe' few deputies 

who ne,ver employed terrbur and ferocity in their 

8 mifflbiis^ 
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miffionS) and he defertred therefore the efteem ai)d the 
afFe£lion of the departments gjoremed by him. 

At the nomination of the firft third of the new con- 
ftitutional legiflature, he was unanimoufly ele£ted a 
member of the Council of Five Hundred, ^f th9 
department of Vauclufe. But as there was a hv^ en- 
adted during his reiidence in die fouth, that no re- 
prefentative on miffion could be appointed a deputy 
to the legiflature ^GMMbe departments where he hap* 
pened to -exercife his prooonfuUhip, this ele&ioa 
was declared void by the prefent diredory, and 
Bouriault himfelf was too much of an honeft man to 
iniift on its validity. 

This deputy, like a confiderable portion of bis 
colleagues, has not been fpared by the difafFef^^ 
royalifts, and ariftocrats. They have accufed him 
of being a great intriguer, and.afTerCed that he ha& 
acquired confiderable riches by the revolution. A 
bitter philippick was lately pronouncejl againft him at 
Paris, on account of his having purchafed,*by means 
of ajjignats^ and mnndatSy the beautiful country feat 
of Monfieur (the prefent pretender) at Brumoi. It 
was, however, found, after due inquiry, that this 
royal country feat, like the reft of the national pro- 
perty, was fold by publick auftion. 

Bourfalt is a man of about fifty, above the middle 
ftze, of a thin make, and a fwarthy complexion. He 
is extremely polite, and even officious in converfa- 
tion, and poflTefles fome (hare of that quality which 
the French call — la tournure maligne de P efprit ♦. 

Ml ■ ' — ■ ' 

^ * A witty malignity. 
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The name of this deputy is not entitled to great 
celebrity in the annals of the French revolution, 
becaufe he never occupied any fituation of an ini« 
portant nature. But his fteady charader, his zeal- 
bus patriotifm, and the counge which he exhibited 
amid the greateft dangers, dAve enoomiumj and 
will not be forgotten when the hiftory of the revo^ 
lution (hall be written by a philofofrfiical pen. 

Duhem is a native of Lifle in Flanders, and i 
phyflcian : he was appointed a deputy to the national 
conventbnf where, fo late as the winter of 1 795, 
be made no figure, though he -was perfedtiy kiK>wa 
to be a vtoknt mountaineer in confequence of hi« 
motion in the fociety of " Liberty and Equality.'* 

It was not until the fuppre^ion of that famous 
club that Duhem emerged from obfcurity; and it 
is a fa<SJ: worthy of obfervation, that the Thermido. 
re^n party prevailed on the convention to annihilate 
it, merely in order to get rid of a powerful political 
meeting, whofe members, with all their faults, had 
hitherto been the incorruptible fupporters of political 
equality, the zealots of the revolution, and the de- 
fenders of the democracy eftablifhed by the confti- 
tution of 1793; 

Another colour, however, was given to this inno- 
vation. It was aflerted that the club ought tor be 
fhut up in order to remove the odium which Robe- 
Ipierre had thrown upon it, by the incorporation 

Qf 
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of fo' many unworthy perfons^ aiid to enable jii^ 
powers at war to make a peace confiftent with their 
dignity, which had been fo grievoufly offended by 
the JacoUns. .Thefe reafons were certainly not 
iatisfa&ory, at leaft to the dubbifts, and Duhem 
was heard to iay more than Once, — ^^ I will tell you 
the motive of their condu£lr: they have (hut the 
doors of the Jacobin Society, in order to open thofe 
of the Temple," This was the prifon where the 
young Louis XVIL was confined. 

Every fenfiUb man is compelled to avow, that the 
many irregular and myfterious modes adopted by the 
National Convention to deftroy Jacobinifm, and to 
ftifle the firft democratical conftitution, gave rife to 
the violent ftruggles between the Thermidoreans 
and the Mountaineers, as well as among the repub- 
licans at large. This conteft lafted for more than 
a year, having endured from September 1794 to 
Oftober 1795^ 

Had they fairly declared that it was their intention 
to make feme flight alteration in the republican 
code, the Jacobins would in all probability have 
acquiefced/ and the royalifts could certainly have 
conceived no hopes of re-eftablifihing the ancient 
government. Thus the difaftrous epochs of the 
ad Germinal, ift Prairial, and 13th Vendemiaire, 
would have been avoidgd. »► 

The Mountaineers, haunted with the idea of the 
return of royalty, ; n event fo dofely connefted with 
their own punifliment, ufed their utmoft efforts to vil- 
ify the Convention in the eyes of the French people.. 

L 1 3 'i^>^x 
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Bbt as the greateft part of them had been employed 
either in the publick adminlftration or in miffion to 
the departments, and feared of coitffe to be accufed 
of fome mifcdnduA by the agents of the now pre- 
dominant faflion, they refolved to choofe among 
' Ihemfelves an unexceptionable individual who ihould 
publickly raife his voice and vociferate their griev- 
ances in the hall of the convention. 

No man w)as better calcuhted than Duhcm tp 
anfwer their purpofe. 

Regularly every morning, from January to April 
1795, this deputy fpoke his fentiments with a firm- 
nefs of mind which evinceda man of found princi- 
ples and a fteady charafter. Some of his pbrafes 
deferve to be noticed. One day, turning to Tallien, 
he faid, Le fommeil des patriots ift te calme du lien : 
prends garde a tosj feel f rat*. Another day he ob- 
fervedto Legendre, // ejf clatr qu*on vent retablir 
la royaute : mats je le jure^ au nam d'un million 
de fanscullottes qui Jint fous les armes^ que la contre* 
revoluticn ne fe fera pas f / And when Profeflbr 
Lacrotx was acquitted by the new revolutionary tri- 
bunal of the charge brought againft him for having 
publiflied the work called Le Spe^ateur Franfais : 
le royalifme^ faid he, et Parijiocratie triomphent i 
la perfecutioH ejl drejjee contre les patriotes ; // vaui 

>* " ■■' ■ II III »» ■ III »^^-^~ I »»^— — ■ H i'- 

• ** The deep of the patriots, is like the tranquility of the lioa 
*^take care then, of thyfelf, ruffian ! " 

f It is clear that there exiils a defign to re-eftabll/h royalty t 
but I fwear in the name of a million of armed Janjiuhttti^ that a 
counter revoluticn (hall not take place. 

mieux 
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mieux itre Charette que depute ♦. . Thefe high- 
fpirited Tallies coft hiai at ono time his liberty.— 

. Rovere, who was really a royaltft, had endeavoured 
to render the name of Duhem odious even to- the 
Jacobins, and went fo fiar as to affcrt, in the 
hall of die convention, that fome letters fwim him 
to t^e emigrants in Switzerland had been intercep* 
ted. Duhem, drawing his.iabre from the fcabbarcf, 

-exclaimed ^ Ropetiie me caknmU: ou qu'il prouve 
ce qu*il a avance^ ou que je FaJJaffine f / '* A thou- 
(and voiceS' were fuddenly heard exclaiming,-— ^f' 
P jlhhay4 ! a PAbbaye ! and the prcfident was ob- 
liged to commit Jiim to prifon. To do juflice to 
the moderation of the NitfaoQal Convention, his 
confinement was very fhort, for at the end of the 
fourth day he re-appeared in the hall amidft the moft 
lively acclamations. 

The 1 2th Germinal at length arrived, and there 
is little doubt but that Duhem and all the Moun- 
taineers were at the bottom of the popular infur- 
re&ton which took place on that day. The Na-» 
tional Convention, which had adopted a lenient 
mode of governing, and had rendered the Jacobins 
odious, becaufe their reign was ftigmatis^ with 
terrour and blood, felt itfelf indifpofed taa^J^^fvere- 
ly with them, and Duhem, Chodieu, Gallon, and 



• Royalty and Ariftocracy triumph. The patriots are pcrfecut* 
cd and it 'is now better to be Charette than a deputy. 

\ Rovere calumniates me, and tf he does not proyp what hi 
>(rcrt8> I will ailaflTinate hun. 
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all the chiefs of tfie Jacobins, were provifionally 
tranfportecjL to the caftle of Ham in Picardy. 

This fecond confinement laded until die month 
of Vendimiaire^ when he was delivered by virtue 
of die decree pafled during the laft fitting oF the 
Convention, which granted a .general amnefty to 
all peribns guilty of revolutionary crimes. In the 
AnSt fenfe of the word, Duhem was never guilty 
•f any crime whatever ; he was Maly chargeable with 
mifcondudt. . 

Soon after his deliverance, he received from the 
Diredory a marked proof of their efteem; for he 
was appointed firft phyfician (midecin en chef) to 
the army of die Rl|itie. To his fuperior abilities 
and exertions is owing the extindion of a conta- 
gious difeafe which ravaged that army after the 
defeat of Pichegru by the Auftrian General Clair- 
feit, and the precipitate retreat from the right banks 
of the Rhine, 

We are not Informed whether Duhem be ftill 
firft phyfician to the annyj b^ we have ftrong 
reafons to fuppofe that he did not retain that fitu- 
ation during the whole of laft year. 

TWi editor of tbe Parifian journal, entitled Le 
SefAwiier^ ftated, that during the ftruggles between 
the prefent executive and the royalift party in the 
legiflature, which led to the crifis. of the i8th 
Frudidor, Duhem. was feen in Paris with other 
patriots, all of whom were invited thither by the 
direa^ry to zOifi them in the conteft. 

Duhem 
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Duliem is a tall, flout man about forty. When 

in the convention, he was remarkable for always 

wearing the national military drels, a large cocked 
h^ty and a long fabre. 

MBRCIEft* 

The iiame of this worthy man deferves to be as 
celebrated ia the annals of the French revolution, 
as it waS) previoufly to it, in the empire of pbilofia* 
phy and belles-lettres* 

He is a native of Compeigne, a fmall town i^ 
the Ifle de France^ eighteen leagues from Paris, much 
celebrated in the biftory of th^jpiddie ages for hav- 
ing been the ufual refidence of the Merovingian 
kings, and known in 'modern times as a favourite 
country feat of the Capetian race. 

Mercier was foon difcovered to be a man of fenfe 
a^nd feeling, being in poiieflion of a mafculine under- 
Jftanding and a refined tafte. He was one of the firfl 
French dramatifts who introduced on their national 
ftage a tafte for:the Englifh compofitions, which they 
technically term ComedUs Larmeyantes* 

His plays, fuch as le Deferteuv Franfals^ le Fa» 
hricant Jngtois^ P Indigent^ and others, are acknow- 
ledged to be all excellent produdions of their kind. 
But this fpecies of theatrical performance was never 
heartily relifhed by the French nation at large : " It 
i& very odd," faid the critic?, of that day, ^' that we 
fhould adopt the EngliXh melancholy on our flag^^ 
while the Englilh themfelves do their utmofl: to in- 
troduce 
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to introduce the French gaiety and mirth upon 
Aeirs." 

Mercier enjoyed the efteem of Voltaire, the French 
Sophocles. If ^e author of this article remembers 
aright, (for the quotaiion is from memory) anu>ng 
the familiar letters of this immortal writer, there is 
an epiftle addrefled to Mercier, in which he approves 
highly of his exertions, and concludes with one of the 
humourous phrafes (b congeftial to him^^*— ^A^ivi 
ftnamis ious les enfans d^Ap^lhn. In domo patris 
mei manfiones multae funt. V$us n*etes pas mal lo^e\ 
mass que fait ce maraud de Freron qui eft dans la 
cave ? " 

In the progreAjIpf his literary career, . Meicier^ 
about the year 1775, publifhed his moft voluminous 
X¥ork entitled, ** L€ Tableau de Paris** This was 
intended as a pidure of the licentious manners of 
the court of Verfailles, the profligate diffipation of 
the nobility of both fexesyand the revolting diftrefs 
to which all perfons were condemned, who were not 
fupported by a powerful proteftion at court. 
%. M. Mercier, has perhaps exaggerated fomething, 
owing to his feelings for the miferies of human na* 
ture, when ftruggUng under the rod of difpotifm. 
But every honeft mind (huddered at the many rei^ 
liorrours depicted in the Tableau. 

The veteran officers of the royal army, who had 
devoted the whole of their youth to the fervice of 
their king, were not rich enough to keep a nfiaid or 
employ a laundrefs. On the contrary, they them- 
felvcs were aftually accuftomed to iheak out under 

coyer 
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cover of nigbt, in order to fetch water from the 
neighbouring pumps, and to carry it home on their 
own Ihoulders, that they might thus enable their wives 
to waih their linen. The young officers., were alio 
condemned to lead an Immoral life, in confequence 
of poverty and negledl, and were induce4 by dif-^ 
treis, either to become gameft^rs or fouteneurs ♦, a* 
FrencWfeme for no very honourable profeffion. 

This work rendered the name of Mercier illujP- 
trious, throughout Europe. It was confidered as the 
produSion of a fenilble, feeling, and virtuous man, 
indignant at the evils and corruptions of' civil lo- 
ciety ; of a philofophy verfed in morals, civil law, 
and politipal eecmomy. It proi[|d| however, exceed- 
ingly difaftrous to him in his native country, for 
a decree of the parliament of Paris was iflued for his 
apprehenfion, and he would have certainly ended 
his life in the Baftile, had he not been lucky 
enough to eiFecSt his efcape from the dominions of 
Prance. 

Having retired to Switzerland, he continued his 
literary purfuits in the fame line of poetical, moral, 
and political exertions. It was there he publifhed 
ipme more of his comedies, and alfe mon Bonnet de 
^fTuit^ in 2 vol. 8vo. his FiSfions Morales^ 3 vol. 
in 8vo. and his Songes et Fiftonsy 2 vol. in i2mo« 

The beft, however, of his works printed in that 
country, and which indeed Achieved his reputation 
was L*an 2440, in 3 vol. ]2mo. It is policicar 

* ' •A kind of MMeh 



2^6 MBRClEir. 

fidtofi, according to which a Frenchman who had 
Jived about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
is fuppofed to return back from the other world, 
to contemplate the ftate of his native country^ 
after a lapfe of four hundred and fifty years. He 
meets with neither pricfts, nor magiftrates, nor 
nobles^ nor financiers ; no one eftablifliment produ^ 
by avarice, vanity, or oftentation ; all theOKare an^* 
nihilated ! " Je vols Vcrfaillcs," fays the author of 
this truly prophetical work, " Je vois Verfailles, je 
tiy trouve que des ruines< Ou eft done ce cabinet 
qui faifait trembler P Europe?" 

Great attention was paid to it at the begin* 
ning of the revoliipon, when fo many of the au- 
thor's prediftions were fully accompliihed* Mer- 
cier was certainly a good prophet, but his revela- 
tions were fulfilled more than four centuries before 
the time allotted for their completion. 

To the eternal glory of the members of the con- 
ftituent affembly it will always be recorded, that no 
fooner were they emancipated from the influence 
of the court, than they fignalized their career by an 
aft of publick gratitude towards thofe illuftrious 
men who had contributed to the attainment df liberty 
by the difTemination of liberal principles even in' 
the worfl times of the monarchy. They repealed 
all laws, ediSs, and decrees, for the exile and con- 
finement of the philofophers, and Raynal, Linguet, 
Mercier, &c. were allowed once more to repair to 
Paris, and enjoy the fruits of that Freedom for which 
they had endured -fo many perfecutions. Mercier 

alfo 



MERCXER. 397 

alfo returned thither, and continued his literary 
purfuits. 

The firft labours of M. Mcrcicr, after the rero- 
hition^ confifted of a periodical publication entitled 
Les Annate^ Patriotiques et Litteraires ♦, intended 
for the further propagation of Chofe principles of 
patriotifin and liberty, profeiTed in his preceding 
books. His fuperiour abilities, added to thefe new 
exertions, obtained him an honourable appointment^ 
that of deputy from his native province, known, in 
the new French Geography, by the name of the 
Departemtnt de Seine et Oife. 

He did not, however, a£t a confiderable part in the 
conventioii, and he foon afForded a decided prc)of) 
that the literai-y charadler, is not always adapted for a 
popular afiembly. His virtu^, and juftice, however, 
expofed him to tl^e rage of the mountaineers. Being 
one of the 73 deputies who figned the famous 
proteft againft*the imprifonment of the Girondifts, 
he was arrefted, along with bis unhappy colleagues, 
and would certainly have been fent to the guillotine, 
if Roberfpierre had but lived a little longer. To get 
rid of him, the tyrant was ufed to fay, '* II faut que 
le jury de Topinion publique fe prononce contrc. 
lui." 

The fentiments expreffed by Mercier in the con- 
vention, loon after his deliverance, are worthy of 
record : " Thirteen months of a fevere confinement," 

■ ' ■ ' ' I ■ ■ ■ I ■ ^ III! II , , I .11 I 111 

* Caira a(Biled him in conda^ios this newfpapeo Which wa$ 
always decidedly democratick. « 
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faid hcj^^hr from having overcooK my conftancy and 
courage, in behalf of the laws and of juftice, have 
tended only to redouble them in &vour of true liberty 
which I havefo long ftudied, and fhall never forfake. 

Mercier after thi$, once more devoted his time 
and labours to thq fervice of his native country in 
bis ufual track of literary and philofophical efforts. 

In January, 17^ he undertook another periodical 
« IRTork, entitled ^ La 1 Vibune des hommes libres,'* and 
chofe for his colleague, in the political part, the citizen 
De(bdoards> known in thUr. literary world by his 
^ Continuation de Tabrege chronologique du Pre- 
fident Henaut." 

** L*ame du LeSleur^^ fays Mercier in the prof- 
pefivis of the work ^^ fubjugu^e par le tableau d'une 
fi etonnante revolution, la compare a ces incroyables 
ph6nomenes qui changerent autrefois la configuration 

phyfique du globe que nous habitons 

L*Europe, attentive aux moindres particularites d*un 
mouvement colofTaly dont on ne trouve aucun modele 
dans les^nnales du monde, fe partage entre la crainte 
ct refperance." 

The then fituation of public affairs proved highly 
favourable to this new publication. It was the time 
of the Theremidorean reaftion, and one of the prin- 
cipal fubjefts of conteft, was the refloration of the 
freedom of religious worfbip. M. Mercier became 
the champion of this freedom, and thefubfequent 
numb<:is of his work, contained admirable ftridtures 
on the various religions profefled by mankind. 

^ " When 
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•* When we have been once inftrufted by ex- 
perience," (aid he," we are no longer permitted 
to dream with pHilofophy. It is not in our power 
to create a nation of well informed men, and among 
the multitude of citizens there will always be* found 
a numerous clafs irrevocably condemned to ignorance, 
the mother of all vices and all crimes. Thereof 
therefore 6ut one fingle way to teach duties to thofe 
who are precluded from better information. Such 
were the principles of Zoroafter, Numa, Minos, &c. 

Mere Deifin is notl||||^ moit than an opinion: 
an opinion relates to the underftanding alone. R6» 
ligion is a fentiment; it ought to fpealc to the 
imagination and to the h^rt.*' 

It wan a pity that fuch a deputy as Mercier fhould 
have fo little preponderance in the affembly. His 
colleagues thought at one time to render him of 
fome weight, without withdrawing him from his 
philofophical and literary purfuits. They accord- 
ingly appointed him a member of the committee of* 
pwblicic inftruftion. 

The fa<ft is, however, ^hat even. in this capacity 
the part performed by Mercier was infignificant. 
Although he evinced as much affiduity and zeal as 
any of his colleagues, he never took the trouble to 
make a fingle fpeech in the committee, or a report 
in the^ convention. He fufFered every thing to be 
conduced by Gregoire, Lakanal, and, what is worfe, 
by Maflieu and BariaUon, peribns of for inferiour ca^ 
pacity. 

M m 2 In 
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In the fpring of ^1795, this oppugner of monarchy 
was fufpeded to be a royalift, and he had indeed 
given rife to fufpicions of this kind by fbme of his 
periodical publications* He was therefore expofed 
to the revilings of the Jacobin journalifts, who (ati-^ 
rically obferyed, " that Mercier having been a re- 
publican under the monarchy^ ought to be permitted 
to become royalift under the republick.*' He at that 
time took no notice whatever of this farcafm, but he 
afterwards made fome complaints on ibe fubjed to 
one of his colleagues in thi|j^mmittee. *^ I never 
was a royalift,'' faid he, ^^ nor- {hall I ever become one* 
iAy opinion, as a reprefentative of the p^eople, was al- 
ways in favour of a republican form of government^ 
Nothing, however, can prevent me from affer ting 
in. my writings, that the exiftence of a king is not 
utterly incoiifiiient with liberty and patriotifm/' 

At the beginning of the year 1796, Mercier was 
appointed a member of the national inftitute, and 
after the revolution of the iSih Frudidor, he be- 
came the chief condu£lor of a journal entitled Le 
bien Informii^Ti paper ia the intereft of the prefent 
government; it is pregnant with thofe philofophical. 
fentiments which charafterlfe all the writings of 
the author. He is an enthufiaftick admirer of 
Buonaparte, becaufe this general, fays he, daes much 
and talks little. This is perhaps, alfo, a defcrip- 
tion of his own character. '^ 

Mercier is about fixty year5 of age, of a tall and 
majeftick fize, a ferious countenance, and a pr^pof- 

fefling 
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fefBhg.Iobk. H« is civil in converfat:oii, but not 
very talkativeii 
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The royalifts and ariftocrats who delight in abiif 
ing all the founders erf" the French republick, arc-^' 
indignant when they find an unexceptionable cha* 
rafter among their antagonifts. 

Camb^eres is one of thofe who, would refieft ho-- 
nour on any fpecies of government, and in whofe 
conduft, whether piiblick or private, not a^'iinglc 
blemifli is to be foui|i even by malice itfelf* 

He is a iwive of Montpelier, fon of a csdunfeT- 
lor in the Cburs des Aides^ and nephew to the fit- 
mous Abbe of the fame name, who, after betng^ a 
canon and archdeacon in the cath^ral of that place, 
was ^promoted to the rank of Pridicjoteur du Roi^ 
the higheft dignity to which an eloquent clergymat^ 
in France could then alpire. 

From his earlieft youth Cambaceres was deftined 
for the bar, and he became very fljbrtly a complete 
mafter' of the civil and canon law- But his 
aflive mind did not confine itfelf entirely to thefe 
barren fiudies. Montefquieu and the fchool formed 
by that great man were his inftruftors and compa* 
nrcns, and he had already evinced confiderable at- 
tainments in the fcience of politicks and legiflation 
when he was appointed a member of the National' 
Convention* 

M m 3 During 
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Purii^ the preponderance of thr Gir^nifj 
ther he nor any of his colleagues po&flfej any 
great degree of influence in the legiflature. This 
deputy alfo remainedl in.obfcurity during the reign 
of the Sanfcuhttes^ with whom violence, cntetty, 
and ii^fiftfc^ w^ce the pidj cpulificatioiM of a 
i^iatorr M ": . .• 

H^ did not indeed comnKnce his political career! . 
until the winter of 17959 but fccpi that time no 
man gerfaapB hasbeen more remsirkal^le for the ftea- 
^dinefe pf .his principles in biBbalf of liberty, and his 
zepdc)^ attadiment tQ a republk^Mi government : he 
has. always, been the icourge ^ the JSaootHns^but,* 
oil tbejO^h^r haad,, he neyec was. a flatterer of the 
royalifts. 

Being appointed a member of the commiffion of 
Twelve, for framing the plan of the new conftitu- 
tion of 1795, he a£led as important a part as Boifly 
d'Anglas, Lanjuinais, and others, of his colleagues, 
and his fpeeches in the Convention at that time were 
remarkable for their peculiar wifdom and modera- 
tion. ^ 

He was alfo one of the moft ftrenuous fupporters 
of publick credit, when the aiSgnats had fellen into. 
decay; the firmeft proteftor of property againft fif- 
cal oppreflion ; and a decided enemy of revolutionary 
xiieafures. Some of the laws propofed, by him were, 
however, looked upon as too fyftematical and meta-» 
phyfical; fuch, for inftance, was the pkui/for licenf- 



U)S divorces w a€09u»t of ^ inc^mfialjlilite i^hum 

. It was genersdly believed in; Paris^ ^uFfng^^ta^^ 
fummer of 1795^ that the iirft members of tbe.jBx-^ 
ecutive direfiory were to be^ chofeii from simo^ 
diofe who had beei^ the.authori(pif,tt|io cohAiktiUonit 
and it was but right indeed that thofe fboHM Aip<^l^ 
iAten4.th« work who had laid itsfouiidatibo9« .• Bud as 
Boifiy d'Anglas had always beentfii^iefled iof being: 
a royalifl:, and Lanjuinais was fuperftitioufly addi^bai 
to the Catholick rel^on, die curcent of piibHck 
opinion ran decidely in fevour of Cambacerie^ 
' A diabotical intrigue w»s bow)dV6r formedl to baffled 
his: dedion. :. The idA has never bi^n pOa^lidAjc 
mentiooed, in this country,- but the writer of^ the 
prefent article learned it from a gentleman ^ gr6at^ 
reipet^ibility in Pariss on whofe authority he cart r«!y. 
It is well known to many that during the fuounop 
of I795i ^ regular, correfpondence was carried qn^ 
throi^h die means of Madame de Stael, between^ 
fome royalifts and moderates in Paris^ andtbe enfii-^ 
grants in Switzerland. A few days before the elec- 
tion of the live diredlors, it was mentioned in the 
convention, that certain papers had been difcovered 
relative to this^ plot, and that thd publiclc wcSfire 
required that they fhould be read in a general com- 
mktee. This nio^kih^wa^ fupported by* the party 
in the fecret, and on exhibiting them, it wai Ibund- 



* Incompatibility of tempers* 



^04 LACAKAL, 

that Canibaccrcs was mentioiwfd '* as tt accompliflt- 
cd man, incapable of huitihg the royal party."— 
Tfets alone was fufficicnt to deter the legiflature 
from appointing him a direftor; but it has been 
fince difcovered, that the greatcft part of the corre- 
(pondence was forged^ exprefsly for the purpofe of 
cafting an odium on a virtuous man. 

CambaCeres, in the month of March 1796^ wa»' 
appointed a member of the national inftitute, an<)he 
proved very foon that his extenfive mind could em- 
brace literary as well as political tranfadions. The 
refled^ons he delivered in his fpeech at the firft fit- 
ting 4>f that cekbrated ibciety, jnrefped to the daf. 
fificat&on of the feveral branches of fcience, and 'the 
order, of the correfpondence, were replete with good 
fenfC) and adopted accordingly. 

Cambaceres is a modeft, unaiTuming man ; his 
drefs is very plain, and perhaps a little too much 
Degleftedj he loves meditation, and delights in folr- 
t»ry waJtks :> is about forty-five years old, of a middle 
fize, and .a thin, pale, countenance.^ * 

LAKANAL. 

« 

This is one of the ^oft determined republicans 
lA France. . 

He is a native of a fmall town in the ci-devant 
prbvince of Foix, and was formerly a.prieft. His< 
principles, decidedly democratical, induced the elec- 
toral aflembly of his native country, now knowa 

by 
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by the name of le DeparUnunt de PJrriege^ to 
appoint him a oeputy to the National Convention. 

Lakanal is &id to have commenced his* political 
career with a pamphlet publifhed in Parts, in the 
month of Janu^ 17939 fome days previoufly to the 
trial of the king, bearing the title of Effai fur la 
Conjuration de la Maijon Capitienne contre la Li" 
berti Publique. The motto was taken from a tra- 
gedy of Seneca— ^/^iflftf hand ulla ampiior p$iefly 
magifque opima maSfari quam Rex,, 

On that awfui day vi^ich was to decide the &te 
of Louis, ^hile fome dqmties declared for exile, fome 
for confinement, and others for an appeal to the people,^ 
Lakanal, yfben he was to give his vote, ftarted frotii' 
his feat, and (baking his hat very violently, delivered 
only thefe few memorable words — Les republicai>rs 
parUnt peu : Mort I This faS is recorded in the 
Procis^Ferbaly and alfo in the Moniteurm 

It was long before Lakanai zSbcA any confpicuous 
part in the convention. In the month o£ Auguft 
1793, during the prefidencc of Robefpierre and 
Biilaud Varenne (that is to fay, in the greateft heat 
oi funfcullotifme) he was appointed one of the fecre- 
taries of the legiflative body, jointly with Amar, 
Leonard Bourdon, Dubem, Garnicr, &c. On the 
death of Fabre d'Eglantine, which occurred in the 
fucceeding year, he was nominated a member of the 
firft feftion of the committee then employed on the 
important obgeft of publick inftrudlion, the orga- 
nization of Ychools, and the publication of elemen- 
tary books.. 

From 
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From that moment the exertions o£Lakanal were 
iblely directed to the benefit and glory of his native 
country. In his zeal originated the noble plan of 
(TEcoU Normole) the Normal School, to which 
iixteen of the greateft literary chara^iers in Fjance 
were attached as profefTors, and all the learned 
men in the departments were to be fent thither as 
*ftudents, in order that one general mode of inftruc* 
tion might prevail throughout the whole extent of 
the republick. 

Lakanal had ef courfe the honour to be elected 
a fuperintendent, together with his colleague Mr. 
it I'Eyre, and on the Jijr of inauguration deli- 
vered a fpeech to the profelTors and ftudents which 
re(le£led the greateft honoui' on his abilities and 
patriotifm. 

Having juft mentioned M. de I'Eyre, and being 
unabh to affign a fepfirate article to this refpedable 
chara£ler, I (hall here obferve, by the bye, that he 
was a philofopher of the old fchool, above fixty years 
of age ; in fliort, a ftar in the galaxy of the French 
philofophers of the laft generation. He was an 
Abbe, fellow of the French Academy, and fo early as 
the year 1754 he had publifhed the Analyfis of Lord 
Bacon's works. He was alfo an Encyclopedift, and 
the author of the article Fanatifme^ which, according 
to a religious French journalift, etoit affix fana^ 
tique. 

He had likewife written an eflay Sur la Vie de 

M. Thomasy and having been appointed, jointly with 

* Condi llaCj 
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Condillac^ inftnidor to the prefent Duke of Paraia^ 
this circumftance gave occafion to Voltaire to re» 
mark) in one of his letters to D'Alembert, " que la 
philojophie s*itott montree en Italie^ mats ia congre^ 
gatun de f Index favoit profcrite** The Abbe de 
I'Eyre was lailly a deputy to the Convention, and 
fat in the council of Elders during the fiibfequent 
legiflature ; he is fihce dead, having breathed his laft 
in 1797. ^ , 

n Immediately after the cftablifliment of the Nor- 
mal School at Paris,^ the centtal (chools in the de- 
partments were to be organized. Lakanal was the 
zealous advocate of the4|||punificent eftablifhments 
in the committee of publick inftrudHon, and after- 
wards the reporter of the labours of the committee 
in the Convention. 

By a decree of the 7th Ventofe, in the third year, 
' thefe fchools were affixed to each department, and 
/ Lakanal was fent on million to a confiderable num- 
ber of them, on purpofe to carry the proje£l into 
execution. He accordingly fet out from Paris in 
the month of April 1795) and difplayed much laud- 
able aftivity on the occafion. The fchools, how- 
ever, were not brought into adion, for it was found 
that fome material alterations ought to take place 
in refpe£l to the diftribution of the chairs, and alfo 
in th^ honorarium of the profeffors. The allowances 
df thefe latter were fixed at 3000 livres in the fmall 
commuoe$, at 4000 in greater towns, and at 5000 
in the large cities. The gradual and rapid decay of 
the affignats foon baffled this fcheme, and the French 
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goreroment referved the final completion of this 
grand projed for a period of peace and tranquillity. 

Lakanal foon after employed his zeal more fuccefs- 
Ailly, by eftablifhing a fchool for die Oriental lan- 
guages in the national library; anterieur to the^r]pra- 
lution, they had been taught in the college de France. 
He made his report to the national convention on the 
toth Germinal, and after having animadverted on 
the neceffity of encouraging thefe ftudies, in order to 
improve the agents of foreign di[domacy, and to en- 
able the French confuk to a£l efficacioufly for the 
interefts of the republicluhe exhibited a geografAi- 
cal chart of all the Ori4|p languages, entered into 
a variety of curious particulars refpeding them, 
pointed out the moft interefting diale<^ and con* 
duded with obferving, that though fome of thefe 
were formerly taught in the college de France^ they 
were not attended with fuccefs, owing to a variety 
of reafons, befides the inconvenience of the place. 

•* The manufcripts and the printed books in the 
Oriental languages," feid he, " were extremely fcarce 
and dear, and both the profefTors and ftudents were 
deprived of the proper means of labouring with any 
profpe£toffucce{s: The national library alone can 
aiTord the neceflary elements to this interefting efta« 
blifhment." 

It was accordingly fo decreed by the national con« 
vention, and the chairs of the vulgar Arab, Tartar, 
Turkifli, Perfian, and Malay^ languages were ibon 
lUled with able profeiTors. 

A vie- 
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' A Violent ftorm impended over the head of this 
deputy, during the fummer of 1795, He had been > 
defcribed, by the royal ill fa£lion, as an atheift, mere- 
ly becaufe he had been a mountaineer. He was ac* 
cordingly expofed to the bittcreft revilings, and in- 
vectives, and was zSkudily compelled to write his 
apology, and publifh it in printed bills on the walls 
and avenues of the Palais-Royal and the chief build- 
ings in Paris. 

He declared, that he had always deferved well of 
his country, that he had not acquired a fingle livre 
by the revolution, and that his only crime was the 
having profefledrepublicgil^rnciples, and voted for 
the death of « Le Tyran de fa patrie*.'* Had the 
infurgent fedllons acquired an afcendency, there is 
no doubt but Lakanal would have been the firft 
vii£Hm. 

This deputy was one of the two thirds who remain- 
ed in the legiflative body at the period of the new 
ele6lions; Jie accordingly retained his feat in the 
council of five hundred. 

- In the fitting of the 14th Brumain^ 4th year, he 
delivered a report on the elementary books prefented 
by feveral learned men for the firft branch of educa- 
tion, in the primary fchools. This report was foon 
printed, jointly with the notice of the books, and a con- 
cife encydopedick map of all the clafTes and fe£iion$ 
of inftrudion. It is certainly an able compoiltion, 
on account of the found judgment and extenfive 



* The tyrant of his country. 

N n n\«^^ 
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viewaJt difplays, and tt may perhaps be coYifidered as 
a great misfortune that it has not yet been tranflated 
into Englifh. 

It is neceffary, however, to ftater, that Lakanal, 
nbtwithftanding his great celebrity abroad, does not 
enjoy in Paris the reputation of a man of general 
knowledge. His detraftors affert, that his capacity 
i^ mean, and that he makes up in zeal and ac« 
tivity, what he wants in talents. They add, that 
for his Icientiiick fpeeches and reports he is indebted 
to the labours of the literary men who compofe the 
jury of public inftru6lion, uiider the infpeftion of the 
committee, and that he had qierely the trouble to get 
cAe particulars by heart. But thefe are vague ac- ' 
iCufations, which favour more of envy than truth. 

It .is to be remarked, however, that he was never 
fuccefsful in thofe motions and fpeeches delivered 
before the leglflative body, which were not the re- 
fult of long and /edate meditation. Soon after the 
revolution of the 13th Vendemiaire^ which put an 
end to the perplexity of the republicans, he made a 
difcourfe in the convention, tending to deftroy all 
the latent feeds of royal tfm and ariftocracy, to banifh 
all fufpedted perfons, to permit all thofe diflatisfied 
with the republican government to emigrate and re- 
alise their eftates \ and in order to prevent feditious 
meetings in future, he prcpofed that the Palais* 
Royal ftiould be demoliflied, as it had always ,becn 
the focus of every plot and infurre£tion. The con- 
vention was infenfible to thefe propofitions. Many 
-of the members were fliocked at the idea of deftroy- 

S ing 
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ing the beautiful and majeftick building of the 
Palais-Royal 'y and Lakanal had the mortification to 
fee his colleagues call for the order of the day. 

A ifhort time after this, he moved, that all the 
young men in Paris fhould be fent to the army in 
virtue of the new requifition, and v^^hile fpeaking^i 
the'fubjeftj he treated them with greiat contempt, 
and termed them poliffons miferahles *. On this oc- 
cafion alfo, he received but little encouragement. 

The writer of the prefent article can teftify, that 

M. Lakanal poflbiTes no talents for eloquence. In 

the month of April 1795, he was one night at the 

committee of publick inftru<Slion, and happened to 

hear him deliver a fpeech to his colleagues on 

the celebration of Decadis. On that occafion, he 

not only remarked in the orator a deficiency of 
method, energy, and language, but, as far as a 

foreigner can judge, he did not even poffefs th^t 
degree of perfpicuity fo congenial to the French 
language 

Lakanal is a man about forty, of the middle fize, 
long face, and dark complexion. He is pitted with 
the fmall pox. No charge has ever been brought 
againft him on the fcore of ambition or peculation^ 
He has, however, been often reviled on account of 
a fuppofed deficiency in refpeft to religious princi- 
ples. The writer of La ^otidienne^ alluding to the 
commemoration of the King's execution, on the 21ft 
of January 1797, in the cathedral of Paris, at which 

1 - ■ . -11 r 1 ^— ^— *' 

* Defpicable wretches. 

N n 2 all 
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all the conftituted authorities- were prefent, faid— 
VEgllfe de notre Dame m iti U lieu de la pte des 
Cannibales, Le hon Dieu n^y etoit pas alors: mats 
le grand'pretre Sieyes a officie pontlpcalementj ^JJlfi^ 
di fes grands-vicairesj le pritre Lakanal et Vex^ 
cafiftcin Gumoyard. 

Notwithftanding thefe farcafms, which add to 
the merriment of the day, and ceafe with the laugh 
to which they give birth, Lakai\al will always be 
refpeftedon account of his learning, quoted oftac* 
count of his zeal, and if his native cowntry is dcftined* 
to continue a commonwealth, his name will perhaps 
dticend with praife to poftcrity, on account of his 
republican energy. 

Was formerly a nobleman, and known by the name 
of le Chevalier da Latouche. 

Prevloufly to the revolution he travelled through 
a confiderable part of Europe, lived a great many 
years in Poland, and was an eye-witnefs> to the -fa- 
mous revolution that occurred there in May 1791 ; in 
confequenec of fubfequent events this proved fatal 
to the independence of that once mighty and gallant 
nation. 

Towards the latter part of the fame year, Meli6e 
returned to his native country, where he foon gave 
a fpecimen of the information obtained by him during 
his travels, by a work entitled, VHiJiaire de la 
prit.endui Revolution de Polagne. 

This 
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This was well received, being the firft attempt 
towards a proper idea, of the important objedl alluded 
to in the title/ 

All the intelligence from Warfaw detailed either 
in the French or Englifti papers, reprefented the re- 
volution as a mafter piece of refined policy; but 
fome well-informed people refufed to give credit to 
fuch exaggerated encomiums, and fhrewdly fufpefted 
the intrigues of the cabinet of Warfaw. It was re- 
ferved for this author to confider the event in its true 
point of view, j^r he exhibited the real difpofition of- 
the Polilh people ; he revealed the fecret praftices of 
the court, and he difcovered the hand that direfteA 
the operations of the Diet of Warfaw. 

The talents and patriotifm of Mehee, added ta 
the fame fo recently acquired by him as a judicious 
writer, called aloud for fortie confiderable employ- 
meat in the new order of things. Unfortunately, 
he was appointed along with Tallien, as joint fecre- 
tary to the municipality of Paris, and fome months 
after thought himfelf obliged by virtue of his employ- 
ment, and by the orders of his fuperiours, to coun- 
tenance in fome fmall degree, the aflaffinations of the 
2d and 3d of September. This of courfe has fub- 
jefted him to the philippicks of the ariftocracy, and 
the maj-ked cenfures of all honeft men. 

Mehee continued in the municipality of Paris du- 
ring the fubfequ^nt reign of terrour, and, like a great 
many others, became a Dantonifi^ being an admirer 
of the excentrick genius of that extraordinary man. 
After the death of his political chieftainr this was 

N n 3 ^ gciY^SAsi^ 
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confidcred as an inexpiable crime in the eyes of Ro- 
befpierre. Orders were accordingly iffued for the 
arreft of Mehee, and he would have certainly been 
fent to the fetal guillotine, or waited in confinement 
for the 9th Thermidory if he had not been able to 
efFe£): his efcape. 

It was generally imagined, that he was indebted 
for the timely intelligence of his danger, to the zed 
cf his old friend Billaud, a colleague of th« Dema- 
gogue in the committee of public fafety. 

Mdiee left Paris difguifed as a waggoner, by avail- 
ing himfelf, on this occafion, of a civick card bor- 
rowed from one of his friends, to whom he foon after 
returned it, enclofed in a letter. 

He_j"emained in obfcurity, in a fmall provincial 
town, not only during the remainder of the dilator's 
rejgn, but likewife during tfee firft efforts of the 
Thermidorean reaction. At length he repaired to 
Paris in I795> and applied to Tallien, Louvet, &c. 
to obtain employment. 

His friends were fenfible of the juftice of his claims, 
and even deemed it highly important for the interefts 
of the republick, that a man of hi$ abilities fhould be 
readmitted into the bofom of their party. The pub- 
lick, indignation had already attained its grand objeft 
—to crufli terrorijm or jacobinifm. But it was 
feared, left it fliould go a little beyond the mark, and 
excite the love of royalty. To preferve the juft 
medium .between thefe, the committees of govern* 
ment refolved that two or three jourralifts fliould be 
fubfidifed, with a view of infufing into the minds of 

the 
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the French the trae fpirit of the new conftitution.— ^ 
It was with this intention that Louvet was diredted to 
refume his Sentimlh^ and Mehee, and Real (another 
zealot of republicanifm, and formerly an advocate in 
the parliament of Paris) were charged with the di-^ 
reft ion of Le youmal des Pair totes de 1789* 

During the fummer of X795> this paper was in 
great repute. It was the fcourge of the royalifts, 
the ariftocrats, the fufpeSed reprefentatives, and all 
the joumalifts who profefled anti-republican opi*^ 
nions. 

It was, however, at the fame time greatly cen- 
fured on account of the farcafms with which it 
abounded. M. la Harpc, whofe name is another worcf 
for academical glory, openly profefled royalifm and ca^ 
tholicifm ; he was aftually feen every Sunday at mafs I , 
Mehee, fhocked at fo notorious an apoftacy from his 
former opinions, called him le Fere Hilarion let 
Harpe^ which phrafe foon became an epithet of 
derifion in refpeft to the Ncftor of French literature. ■ 

When M. Gregoire*, the moft refpeftable man 
among the clergy of France, iflfued a paftoral 
letter, enjoining the celibacy of priefts, M» Mehee 
publiflied an epiftle, under the name of Gratioletj a 
fuppofcd married clergyman, beginning thus : 
y'aime mieux pajfer mes jours dans les bras d*une 
ipoufe legitime^ que d'etre un pretre concubinain 

€omme Monfeigneur U eve que de Blots f . It is but 

«« I. .1 , I I , I I.., I. ■ .1 , , ^ 

*- ConlUtutlonal Bifhop of Blois. 

'\ I love better to fpend my days in the arms of a legitimate wlfe^ 
than to live in ccncu^imige like the Bifliop of Bloi», 
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little wonder if a fevere retaliation took place on the 
part of the ariftocratical journalifts; they accordingly 
laviihed on him, among other fimilar epithets, the 
title of Aieheej le patriate exclufif de ide et 3;^^ 
Septembfe. 

By the mere e^^ertion of his natural abilities, 
Mehee, who had already diftinguifhed himfelf as a 
man of letters, proved hirAfelf alfo capable of being 
a good foldier. On the memorable 13th Vendi^ 
miairej while Freron, Buonaparte, Ban as, &c. headed 
the regular troops of the republick again ft the rebel- 
lious feftions, Mehee took the command of the Pa- 
rifian patriots in the garden of the l^huilleries, and 
ailed with fo much zeal, Tagacity, and intrepidity, on 
this occafion, that in the opinion of the beft military 
men in France, the volur.teers under his command 
fell little fhort, in point of bravery,, of the veteran 
foldiers. The' committee of general fecurity, in 
order to afford a proof of its fatisfadtion, prefented 
him v/ith a beautiful iabre of moft exquifite work- 
manfhip. 

This event occurred at the period of the new elec- 
tions, and both Real and Mehee were at that time 
likely to be appointed deputies to the Council of 
Five Hundred, eithei by Paris or the departments, 
n^hey were, however, excluded by a decree of the 
Aflembly, prohibiting any of the journalifts from 
being members of the new legiflature. Their 
fervices were revvarc'eJ in another way : Real 
was created bift^ricgrapher cf the French ' repub- 
lick, and Mehee under fecretary (ckef de bureau) 

- of 
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9f war, with appointments to the amount of fourteen 
thousand French livres. 

While.afting in this capacity (in Dec. 1795) the 
latter was fent on a fecret miffion to Belgium,— 
The motive of this miffion has never tranfpired v 
but it was confidently reported that its fecret objeft 
was to afcertain the intentions of the inhabitants* of 
tbe Auftrian Netherlands, who, being intoxicated 
with the recent viflories of Marfhal de Clairfait> 
were contriving plots to throw themfelves into the 
arms of their former matters. 

Truth requifes us to ftate that Mehee was about 
this time charged with peculations to »i enormoua 
amount. But this accufation was not only devoid 
ef proof, but it was utterly improbable j for at hi& 
return to Paris, he was feen in the fame ibber track 
he had purfued previoufly to his miffion. It is, how* 
ever, vwr thy of remark, that he never rcfumed hia. 
employment in the office of fecretary at war. 

Thefe frequent difappointments, perhaps, induced 
Mehee to participate in the demccratical confpiracy 
attributed to Drouet; and certainly, firom his abili* 
ties and aftivity, he muft be confidered, next to 
Buonarroti, as the beft qualified perfou for carrying 
it into execution. He was, however, more flirewd 
than that Italian; for he kept himfelf fo well con- 
cealed behind the curtain, that notwithitariding the 
moft. rigorous inquiries on the part of the Directory, 
and the confinement of the chiefs, it was not before 
the end of three months that his guilt was deteSed. 
Orders were then iflued for feizing himj but he was. 
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once more fortunate enough toefFeft his efcape from 
Paris. 

He remained in his concealment, like Marius of 
old, in the marfhes of Minturnus, from July 1796, 
to September 179S. Having formerly availed him- 
felf of the ariftoccatical jubilee of tlic ^^th Thcrmidor^ 
to efcape from the vengeance of the terror ifts, he 
now took advantage of the jacobin jubilee of the 
18th FruSfidor^ to fave himfelf from the moderates. 
After this he once more became a man of importance 
in the Republick; and no (ooner was Angereau ap- 
pointed commander in chief to the army of the Rhine, 
than he was made (ecretary-general, a place of high 
honour and great emoluments. . , . - 

We do not know what has become of him fince 
the army^of the Rhine was fuppreffed by zn^arritf 
of the DireSory, and Angereau fent to Perpignaa 
to take the command of the new army of the Py- 
renees, deftined, as was thought, to march againft 
Portugal . 

• Mchee is about thirty-fix years of age, and one of 
the handfomeft men in Paris. He is rather more 
than fix feet high, well proportioned, has a round 
face, fair hair, and a fmiling and prepofleffing coun- 
tenance. From what we have faid of him, it is eafy 
to guefs that he is a well-informed, fteady republican, 
and a refolute and active patriot, but, at the fame 
time, a man of immoderate ambition, and of a turbu- 
lent and dangerous charadter. 

Juft as Mehee was difmifled from the War-office, 
and confequ^ntly not on good terms with the Direc- 
tory, 
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tory^ the feaft of the national vi^ories was celebrated 
in the Champ de Man. Carnot fuperintended the 
ceremony, and, by his direSion, triumphal arches 
were erefted, with the following haughty infcrip- 
tion:— ^' Orgueilleux! vous courberez la 
TETE." A fmart epigram, in allufion to the above, 
foon appeared againft Catnot, and Mehce was fuf- 
pefted to be the author of it. 

Some days after, M. Carnot's lady was brought 
to bed. This afforded an opportunity to the witty 
author of the journal, Le Mejfager du Soir^ to make 
merry at the expence of both. La Cttoygnne ,DU 
reprice Carn9t (faid he) ejt accouchee ffun jolt petit 
J)ire^eur. Allom^ Mehee ! voila pour le Decemvir^ 
qui ne vous paye plusy le fujH d*une epigramme aujji 
piquante^ pour le moins^ que celui de la fete des vic'» 
to ire 5 nationales*. " , ■ 



ROMME. 

Gilbert Romme Was a native of a fmall town in 
the province of the ci-devant Auvergne, a man of 
letters himfelf, and nephew to the famous Charles 
Romme, eoircfpondent of the Academy of Sciences, 
and profeflbr of hydography in the port of Rochfort, 
who, fome years before the revolution, publiflied the 



• The Citizen Dirc^efs Carnot is juft delivered of a handfome ^ 
little DIreaor. Ah, Mehee ! this will be the fubjeft of as bitter an 
epigram againft the Decemvir who no longer pays you, as that fur-* 
nifiied by the feilival of natienal vidoiies. 
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valuable work, entitled " Diftionnaire de la Marine 
Fran^aife." 

Gilbert Rommewas indebted to his abilities and 
patriotifm for his appointment as deputy to the Na- 
tional Convention for the department of Puy de 
Drome^ which includes the place of his birth. 

It is worthy of remark, that he was perhaps the 
only mountaineer of fome weight in the legiflature, 
during the reign of the Girondifts; for we find that 
in April 1793^ wher\.Delmas and Lafource were 
prefidents, he was appointed fecr^tary to the Conven- 
tion, along with Lareveilliere Lepeaux, Gatran, and 
Doulcet. 

At the downfal of the Gironde^ he a£led a more 
important part, and after the month of Fritnairey fe- 
fecond year, he himfelf, more than once, was nomi- 
nated to the chair of the legiflative body. 

His literary abilities procured his appointment to 
the committee of publick inftruftion. It was ftrongly 
reported that he afEfted Fabre d'Eglantine in the 
conftru6tion of the new calendar, and that it was he 
who fuggefted the idea of marking every day of the 
year with the name 9f a plant, and every quint idi 
with that of an animal. This afforded an opportu- 
nity to the wits of Paris to remark, that the repub- 
licans had made great ft rides towards civilifation by * 
fubftituting oxen, afles, and hogs, for St. Jerome, St. 
Ambrofe, and St, Auguftin I 

Romme likewife affifted in forwarding Condorcet's 
plan for publick inftruftio^ throughout the whole 
extent of the commonwealth. It was thought that 

ail 
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all the ideas relative to the agricultural part of 
this immenfe and benefictftit fcheme appertained to 
Romme. He acquired, however, a ftill higher repu- 
tation by his Annuaire du Cultivateur^ which he 
laid before the legiflature, in the fitting of the 30th 
Pluviofe^ fecond year. '' I prefent,'* faid he, ^' to 
the Convention a work, in which every thing has a 
relation to the firft of arts — Husbandry; and I 
4efire you, in the name of the committee of publick 
inftrudlion, to include this book among the ele- 
mentary tra^s deflgned for the fchools of the re- 
public,'* 

Romme was unconcerned at the fall of Robefpierre, 
to whom he was never perfonally attached. But he 
did not behold with the fame indifference the return- 
ing fpirit of royalty and ariflocracy, that fuQceeded 
the death of that demagogue. He regretted that 
the republick (hould be expofed to fo many dangers ; 
that the reprefentatives of the people (hould be per- 
fecuted and vilified by their own colleagues; and that 
the name of a patriot (hould have nearly become 
fynontmous to that of an afTafHn and a drinker of 
human blood. 

It is alfo but juftice to obferve, that he behaved 
with the greateft prudence and moderation in his 
publick capacity, during the fummer of 1794 and the 
winter of 1795. It is, therefore, a pity that he 
fhould have been involved in the confpiracy of the^ 
lAPrairigly which coft him his life. 

It has been fo often neceflary to recur to this event, 
and fo clofely is it connected with the heroick death 

Oo 01 
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of the deputy Romme, that it may not be amifs to 
tnentlon a few of the particulars here. The writer 
of this article can relate them with exa£tnefs ; for he 
was Ml eye-witnefs of the whole cataftrq)he. 

Ever fince the 1 2th Germinal, third year, when 
fo many deputies of Robefpierre's party were pro- 
scribed, a ftrong ferment had prevailed in Paris, more 
cfpccially in the fuburbs, where Cambon, Roffignol, 
and other mountaineers, had fought for and found an. 
afylum. It is highly probable that thefe were the 
inftigators and the contrivers of the infurredion: 
but whether that be the cafe or not, the poor inha- 
bitants were daily opprefled and infiilted by the Pa- 
rifian mufcadinsj ;and the people at large were in a 
ftate of diftrefs, little Abort of Jiarvathn^ 

Atlength, on the ift Pretrial 3d year, ( 19th May 
1795) the inhabitants- of the fuburbs, having taken 
ibme cannpn from the arfenal, and armed themfelvcs 
with guns arid.fabres, to the number of about twenty 
thoufand, marched againft the Convention, each of 
them wearing in his hat a bit of paper, with the in- 
fcription — -Du pain et la conjtitution de 1793*. 

The murder of the reprefentative Ferrand, in the 
hall of the Convention, the uncommon firmnefs of 
the Prefident Boifly d'Anglas, the feditious meeting 
of the municipality in the Town-hall, the civil war, 
the vidory of the legiflature over the rebels, and 
the other confequences of this dreadful infurredtion, 
ftand not in need of peculiar notice in this place.-^— 



Ik 



• " Bread and the conAitutlon of 1793 ! " 

Romme, 
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Romme, however, and many other jacobin repre- 
fentatives (the laft remna;it of the Mountain) were 
accufed of a fecret correfpondence with Cambon, 
who had hid himfelf in the Faubourg St. AnUinej 
and alfo with conniving at the proceedings of the 
rebels. It wa^ univerfally reported in Paris (for 
the writer was not m the hall of the Convention at 
that time) that they had never feconded the motions 
of the majority of their colleagues, and that they had 
whifpered to fuch of the deputies as were next to 
them, — Laijfez les faire-^^^^ Let the people alone,** 

It is peculiar to the French r^olution, that the 
moft awful events have been conduced with a rapi- 
dity beyond the poflibility of calculation. No one 
of them, however, was ever accompanied with fuch 
celerfty in pomt of opjwfition as that experienced by 
the rebellious feiiions on the ift PrairtaL The" 
tommune of Paris was made refponfible for every 
attempt againft the reprefentatives of the people; 
the committees of government were declared to be 
permanent j the municipal officers, holding their 
fittings in the Town-hall, were proclaimed out- 
kws, and fourteen deputies were arretted and con- 
fined J of thefe, eight were fo fortunate as to efFeft 
their efcape. Romme, Bourbotte, Soubrany, and 
three others, were alfo feized. 

In the next fitting (on the 2d Prairial) a decree of 
accufation was enaSed againft thefe fix deputies ; and 
as the revolutionary tribunal had then become odious, 
a military commiffion was created to try them. This. 

O o 2 - was 
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was thfc firft attempt at a military government fince 
the commencement of the revolution. 

The military commiilion, equally abhorrent to 
every idea of humanity and juftice, did the bufinefs 
full as well, and with as few formalities, as any re- 
volutionary tribunal whatever ; for in three or four 
days the confined deputies were tried and fentenced 
to death. 

Here follows the fingular and aftonifliing anecdote 
relative to>the catadrophe of (hefe brave and unfor- 
tunate men. 

They were fully fenfible of their danger, and fome 
indications had been given to them that their ene- 
mies were determined on their death. Although 
ftridlly watched by the gendarmesy Romme had 
found means to procure a ftrong fharp-pointed knife: 
this he carefully concealed in bis pocket with5ut 
giving the leaft intimation of the circumftance to 
his companions. 

He afterwards obtained the favour, from the mem- 
bers of the military commiflion, that they (hould be 
placed, during their trial, within a bar, fo as to be 
feparated from the gendarmes^ whofe view, he faid, 
was extremely odious to him and his friends. 
No fooner was the fentence of death read to them, 
than Romme exclaimed, — " Achevez, fcelerats \ 
e'en eft fait de la liberie ; mais regardez ce que ff ad- 
vent faire les patriotes*.'* Then drawing the knife 

• ** Finifli, ruffians ! there is an end of liberty 5 but, behold 
what patriots can achieve.** 

from 
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from his pocket, and ftabbing himfelf, he turncJ to- 
wards his companions^ — ** AUons mes, camarades !'*' 
added he to them, "Tuivez monexemple*/* 

Thus the fetal fteel, reeking with the blood of the 
imtrepid reprefentative, was handed to all the fix in 
iucceffion, each of them ftabbing himfelf, and reaching 
it immediately after to his colleague next him. 

So ended the lives of Romme and his five colleaguesy 
who thereby fet an example of courage and friendfhip 
unheard of, in either ancient or modern hiftory, and 
in comparifon to which, the folitary exertions' of 
Mutius S^evola and Attilivs Regulus feem to dwini^^ 
die into infignificance. 

Romrneand his companions were all of them men 
of acknowledged hon^fty, and poiTeflTed many eminent 
virtues. At the time of their death, the publibk. 
fpirit was fo far comprefled. by th^ predominant fic- 
tion, or what might not unjuftly be called the. Ther^ 
midorean terrorifmy that no man dared to pity, 
them.. It was not until the month of Novem- 
ber, that a fe\y journalifts began to excite the publick 
commiferation, and it was then ftated that the phi-r 
lanthropy of Romme went fo far as to tefufe a 
large loaf of bread, fent to him by a friend, from 
VerfaiUes, at the time of the greateft fcarcity and dif- 
trefs in Paris, where the allowance of each citizen was 
only two ounces per day. "If the people," laid he, 
" are doomed to be ftarved on account of their efforts 
to recover liberty and equality, their reprefentativ^s 
ought to fet the firft example." 

— I ■» ■ ^IM ■ ■! I I ■■ — ■■ I ■■■ M —M W I I I ■ Ill — ^^Wi— ^M^^^^W .^^^P^M^i— ^a^i^il^— ^ m ^P^ 

* " Coinc> my friends, follow my example.** 
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LECOINTRE 

Was a rich merchant of VerfaiHes, and a great 
friend to the revolution, from the firft moment of 
the convocation of the ftates-general. It is well 
known that on the famous proceffion to the church of 
Notre Dame J the adjournment to the jeu depau?ne% 
and every other important event which took place 
fo long as the national afTembly held its fittings in 
tharcity, he was the mofl forward of all the inha* 
bitants to exhibit his attachment to the caufe of li- 
berty. 

After being appointed a deputy to the convention, 
he ^^s generally abfent on miffion to the different 
departments, and made no figure in the legiflative 
body until the death of Robefpierre. 

It is but doing him juflice to obferve, that he 
was an honeft man, who being uninformed of the 
Thermidorean intrigues, rufhed into the greatefb 
dangers with the befl pofEble intentions. He was 
fully convinced of the horrours brought upon his 
country by the decemvirs^ but wholly unacquainted 
with the fecret fchemes of his colleagues in refpedl 
to tliat faction. Accordingly, he denounced Collot, 
Barrere, Billaud^ and Vadier, a proceeding which 
was not well received by the convention, for the 
members exclaimed on every fide, (Les pieces ! Les 
pieces ! ) The proofs ! the proofs ! 

• Tlie Tennis Court. 

This 
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This was not only the fubjeft of great Mortification 
to Lecointre, but indeed fome of the more violent 
mountaineers moved that he fhould be committed ta 
the Abbaye. He did not, however, relinguHh his 
projeft; for having at laft procured the neceflary do- 
cuments to fupport every article of his charge, he 
waited for a more favourable opportunity to renc^V 
his accufations ; and indeed, in about a month afterf 
he publifhed both his denunciations and the prooft, 
and prefented them to the legiflature, at the fame 
time exclaiming aloud to his colleagues, ^^ I hope 
you wiU not now cry, tes pieces ! les pieces ! ** 

Lecointre afterwards afted with the moderates in 
• order to crufh what they called Robefpierre's tail 
(la queue^de Robefpierre.) 

But when he beheld the irregular conduft of 
the convention refpefting Duhem, Chodicu, and fo 
many others, who were condemned to imprifon- 
ment in the caftle of Ham, without trial, he 
declared himfelf hoftile to fuch arbitrary proceed- 
ings# The refult was, that on the 16th Ger- 
minal, four days after the profcription of the moun- 
taineers above mentioned, Lecointre himfelf was 
(decrete d^arrejiation) decreed to be in a ftate 
of arreft. This ftep fully joftified his excla*. 
mation, at the moment of his feizure in the hall of 
the convention—" Eh vivent les polichinelles mes 
collegues* / " 



X' 



* Long live the puncb'melUi my colleagues* 

But 
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But mm^rs did not ftop there. The fecond" po- 
pular infurreftion (on the ift Prairial) was direfted 
by Cambon and others, who had taken refuge in 
die Faubourg St. Antoinc, and s^f decree of accufa- 
tion was enafted againft all thofe who were provi- 
fionally confined, among whom was Lecointre.— 
. The convention, however, evinced na anxiety to 
bring them to a trial ; on: the contrary, Lecointre 
as well as feveral others weYe admitted fome months 

. afterwards to the benefit of the general amnefty. 
Since that period, Lecointre has always been 
employed in the fervice of the government, and 
has condufted himfelf on evesy occaflon with 
zeal and ability. The writer of this article 
was informed at Verfailles, that he had been 

J accufed of having increafed his wealth by the 
revolution; this, however, is at beft but a mere 
furmife. It is certain, on the other hand, that he 
is generally beloved, and that it is owing to him 
that the fine avenues of Verfailles, and Marli , did not 
fall a prey to the vanddlifm. that marked the fi*ft 
revolutionary movements. 

POULTIER, 

Was a nobleman of Avignony. and a Benedidtine 
monk in that city prior to the revolution. He had 
j-lready attained the reputation of a man of letters^ 
of an excellent poet, and a well-informed hiftorian, 
when that eyent took place. He was one of the 

moft 
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moft ftrenuous'partifans of liberty, and it fs partly 
owing to his zeal and a6livity, that Avignon and the 
county of Venaiffin, returned under the dominion of 
France, after having languiftied during five centuries 
beneath the authority of the Popedom, - 

Poultier was the apoftle of this revolution. He 
inflamed the minds of the Avignonefe with a love of 
liberty, prevailed on them to urge the National Af« 
fembly for their re-union, drew up their petitions^ 
and kept up a regular correfpondence with the Pa- 
rifians, in fpite of the threats of the Roman p^relate^ 
then governor of Avignon. 

No fooner had the National AfiemUy enaded the 
law, for re-uniting Avignon to France, than a new 
career was opened to Poultier.^- He became an affi- 
duous preacher among the lower claiTes of the peo- 
ple, and taught them to di (regard the Roman bulls,, 
and the thunderbolts of the Vatican. In order to 
fuperadd the force of example, to that of inftrudlion, 
he hi mfelf renounced his^ religious cojlume^ and mar-t 
ried a nun, whom he took from a convent. He af- 
terwards exerted himfelf in organizing the national 
guards, and actually ferved as a volunteer, during the 
year 1791. 

Thefe important fervices could not efcape the 
notice of the government, and in the beginning of 
1792, we find him appointed to the command of the 
national guard of Liile, a ftation which he filled 
with his wonted zeal and abilities. 

It is reported by the royalifts, that in* the night of 
Auguft the 13th, three days after the extincSlion of 
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royalty, Poultier ordered a vault, in which -was depo- 
iited the remains of the ancient counts of Flanders, ta 
be demolifhed, and fixing the fkull of^ a countefs on 
the point of his fword^ repaired to the popular fo- 
ciety, fwearing that he would fervealtth« ariftocrats^ 
in the fame manner. They add, that he- hgd' re- 
courfe to thrs ftratagem, with a. view to overawe the 
opulent inabitants of Lifle, and- to ingratiate himfelf 
with the populace, in ordfcr to procure himfelf to be- 
appointed a member of the National Convention. 

Poultier remained inaflive during the year 179^, 
and the greater part of I794> while the parties 
of ^he Girondins, the Terrorifts, and the Thermi- 
doreans were agitating and deftroying the repubiick-, 
one after another. 

Towards the end of that perEcK!, however, we 
find him 2^\ng a more confpicuous part in the 
convention. 

In 1795? he was fent on miflion, fifft to his 
native country, and afterwards to the fouthern pro- 
vinces of France, and the new eonquefts made from- 
the Sardinian ftates. He found royalty and popery 
tl"iumphant in the former, while Iti the latter, the 
abufes of the adminiftrators, added to the fcandalous 
behaviour of the pourveyors, and conduftors of mi- 
litary ftores, had alienated the minds of the peo* 
pie, and raifed up innumerable enemies to the French 
name. He was fuccefsful in his endeavours to re- 
medy thefe diforders, and in the fummer of the fame 
yeari he returned to Paris, carrying with him the 

efteem 
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^fteetn and afFe£tion, not only of the army, and of the 
conquered countries, but alfo of his own countrymen 
in Avignon, and even of the ariftocrats themfelves, 
who were obliged to own that he had aded like a 
worthy man. 

The mifiion of Poultier, was eminently ufeful to 
the republick, as it afforded him an opportunity to 
deteft a wide and complicated confpifacy, the centre 
of which lay in the fedlions of Paris, The ftubborn 
reiiftance made by the ring-leaders, to the law 
of the 5th FruSidor, which provided for the per*- 
manence of two- thirds of the National Convention 
in the next legiflature, had been hitherto mift^ken 
for a juftifiable reludlance to a decree injurious 
to the fovereignty of the people, Poultier laid 
before the Convention, and the Committee of Gc-. 
neral Security, the intelligence* he had procured on 
this fubje£b during his abode in the fouth, and that the 
royalifts might have timely notice, that their plot 
was now difcovered, he wrote a letter to Real, con- 
ductor of the "Journal des patriotes^ purporting, that 
he had proofs of unqueftionable authenticiU^ that the 
fe^ions were under the inJlueriCe of royalijis \ that 
the focus of the plot was to he found in Switzerland 
and Sardinia ; and that the prime mover of the 
wholey was the baronefs de Stael^wife of the Swem 
dijh minijfen 

Poultier retained his feat as a member in the 
fourth legiflature, and is now in the Council of Five 
Hundred* During the laft two years, he has con- 

duaed 
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du£ted the celebrated journal, entitled^ Ujimi dts 

He is about forty years of age, rather inclined to 
elegance in his drefs, and very affable, and polite in 
convcrfation. 
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Nicholas Plet-Beaupre, was born at Sees, a fmall 
town in the department of L'Orne : his father was 
an inn- keeper, who happening to be in good circum- 
ftances^ gave him a liberal education, and deftined 
him for the church. 

After the ufual preliminary ftudies, in the college 
of Sees, he was fent to the univerfity of Angers, 
where- he was taught philofophy, and theology. 

He made confiderable progrefs while there, in 
learning of every kind, but when he returned home, 
he gave up all his fpiritual profpeiis, and refifled the 
reiterated advice and folicitations of his relations, to 
enter into holy orders. 

He was about to follow the profeffion of the bar, 
when his father died, and left him a handfome for- 
tune, which he had acquired J^y honeft induflry. 
This change, once more altered his intentions, and, 
ft range to tell, he determined to encreafe hisr fortune 
by the fame purfuits that his parent had obtained it. 

His manners, his behaviour, nay, his learning were 
of courfe far fuperiour to his ftation, and when the 
revolution took place, he foon diflinguifhed himfelf 

6 among 
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itoong his fellow citizens, by whom he was chofen 
an eleiSof* 

His patriotifm, although confidered violent hf 
{oaiCy wiis, on the whole, enlightened, as it never aU 
loyir^ him to bend to any faction whatever. 

On the eleftion of the deputies for the conftituent 
aiTembly, he had a great number of votes ; he failed 
however on this occafion, but he was employed firft 
as an adminiftrator of the diftridt, and then of the 
department. 

On the organization of the national guard, he 
was chofen a captain of grenadiers, and made the 
greateft exertions to enlift volunteers for the fron- 
tiers. This, added to his fe verity againft the non- 
conforming priefts, procured him a multitude of ene- 
Imies, and made him undergo many humiliations, and 
even periecutions. He did not, however, fuccumb ; 
on the contrary, he obtained the fummit of his 
wifhes, which was to be a deputy to the legiflature-. 
There, alike feithful to his conftituents and hi& 

I 

principles, he kept himfelf aloof from the various 
parties who (ucceeded and deftroyed each other* 

On the trial of the king^ Plet-Beaupre, who was 
the colleague of Dufriche-Vala^e, likq him, voted 
for the death of Louis, but with the reftri£tion of an - 
appeal to tiie people. 

Oil the 9th of Thermidor, he viras one of the fix 
members who were fent at the head of the good 
citizens, to furround the commune^ and on this criti- 
cal occafion, he difplayed an uncommon degree of 
6rmnefs and courage. 

P p Altbougji 
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Although Bcaupre be but little known as a fpeakci' 
in the tribune, he is confidered as a man, who, amidft 
the moft tremendous ftorms, has never deviated 
from the courfe which condu£ts to arepublick ; and 
one who will leave the legiflative body with the 
confcioufnefs of having honourably difcharged his 
duty towards his country. 

It is reported that he has acquired an immenfe 
fortune, , and that he is now in poffeflion of large 
cftates, formerly belonging to the clergy. This, 
however, is not to be wondered at, as long previous 
to the revolution, Beauprc pofleffed an independent, 
fortune, and was accuftomed to contraft with the 
government to furnifli the cavalry with hay, 
ftraw, &c. 

Plet-Beaupre, is a tall and handfome man, about 
feven and thirty years of age. His manner of liv- 
ing is that of an epicurean, but he is of that fort of 
epicureans, who compailionatc the poor, and find 
their greateft pleafure in meliorating their miferable 
condition, 

GOBEL, 

The name of this man, will be recorded in the 
hiftory of France, and < ught of courfe to find a place 
here, Jean Baptifte Gcbel, was originally grand- 
vicar to the bifli >p of BafiJ, for the Frerxh jurisdic- 
tion of Ms dioc.fe, and had been decorated by the 
court of Rome, w ith the title of bifhop of Lidda, in 
partibus infidelium^ 

5 At 
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' At the memorable epoch of the revolution, he 
was appointed by the clergy of Franche-comte, a 
^ deputy to the ftates-general. In the conftituent af- 
fembly, he fat for the department of the higher Rhine; 
much regard was paid to his fentiments, but he did 
not then adl a confiderable part. It is alfo a well 
knoXvn truth, that he was not at firft entirely of the- 
fame opinion with his colleagues, who intended to 
feize the whole of the property of the clergy, and 
that he oppofed the civick oath, which the conftitu- 
tion exadled from ecclefiaftic^l dignitaries. 

When the conftituent aflembly had finifhed its 
labours, Gobel was appointed conftitutionil bifhop 
of Parts, He condu'^ed himfclf with great decorum 
for fome time, and it- is notorious, that at the end of 
the year lygij he addreffed a paflx)ral letter to th« 
faithful in his diocefe, remarkable for its good fenfe, 
chriftian piety, and extenfive learning. It was in 
(hort the bcft writtea by any of the bifhops. 

The Abbe Barruel, author of the *' Hiftory of the 

Gallican clergy during t)ie revolution," .charges 

Gobel with the groffeft inconfiftencies, reproaches 

- him with having taken the oath which he had at firft 

reprobated, and with being always at variance with 

his own princ'ples. But all this would have been 

infufficient to immortalize the name of Gobel, if he 

. had not a6led an infinitely more confpicuous part. 

The infurrection of La Vendee originated, as it f& 

well known, in fuperftltlous principles. The priefts 

too, in the other departments, having preached up a 

revolt, the minds of the mountaineers became highly 

P p 2 'vftR^wSft^ 
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incenfed againft chriftianity, which they confidcred 
as the ultimate caufe of their dangers, as if the 
abufe and the exiftence of religion had been necef* 
&rily conne<3ed with each other. A plan was ac« 
cordingly formed to abolifh it, and the two bmouS . 
atheifts, Anacharfis Cloots, and Cbaumette, weiB 
at the head of the confpiracy. 
^ They were well aware that this ftep would cx^ 
perience a general oppofition on the part of the pe^ 
pie, if they were not fupported by the example and 
authority of the clergy ; and accordingly, they a£* 
jfo^riated in their proje£i, fome ecclefiaftical dignita« 
ries, and among others, the head of the Gallican 
church, the metropolitan biihop of Paris ! Gobd 
fell into the fnare^ and on the memorable 7th St 
November, 1 793, he prefented himfelf at the bar of the 
convention, attended by his three grand vicars, and 
refigned his fundions, dating, that there was no 
longer any need of religion, and that the only ado^ 
ration of a people of philofoph^rs, (bould be the wor^ 
Jhlp gfrgafon. 

The intelligence of this event, was received tX 
iRrft with all the app}aufe ufually attached to an 
important novelty, efpeciaUy in the p;iidft of a revo* 
lution. The legiflature itfelf was furprifed into 
fome imprudent fteps. Gobel was highly honoured 
by the convention ; he received the accgllade frater* 
nelU f <2m the prefident, and a decree was a<^ua]ly 
cnafled, that, the 7th of November,. fhould be confe- 
crated to the national feftival ofreafon. The people of 
Paris^ whQ fpr a time, w^re likewife infatuated^ made 

a prt* 
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a proceffion in honour of the new Deity, in which 
the famous Madame Momoro, a beautiful woman, 
reprefented the recently adopted goddcfs. 

The convention T on perceived the folly of its^^ 
proceedings, and another decree was ena<Sted, de- 
claring, " that the French people acknowledged tVit 
cxiftence of the fupreme being, and the immortality 
of the fcul.'* Robefpierre aflerted on, that occa^- 
fion, that the refignation of Gobcl was intended t6 
throw an odium on the revolution, and to infinuatc 
to* all the nations of Europ *, that France, by pro^- 
claiming atheifm, had fallen into a ftate of diffolu- 
tion. 

Gobel w^s at length arrefted, tried, and fent 
to the gullotine on the 13th of April 1794, amidft 
the execrations of dl the fa6lions. It is not known 
what were his real intentions ; but the zealots of every 
party feemed to acknowledge, that on this occafion*,, 
•Robefpierre was in the right, and even the royal ifts 
comforted themfelves afterwards by faying, "//* /&> 
kas caujed the death of fo many worthy ferfons^ Air 
has at leojl fwe^t away from the French folly ont 
bJ the fcoundrels who mo ft difgraced the French 



nameJ'* 



It muft be confefTed, however, by every unpre-u- 
diced man, t^ar no proofs of a confpiracy, were* 
-proc'uccd pgainfl the ex-hifnof^ and that he stlfo wa's^ . 
bafely murdered. 

P p i H5NRIPT. 
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This man, whofe rife and fall were equally rapicT 
and furprifingi was born at Nanterre, near Paris, i» 
iy6u Early in life, we find him the clerk of a turn^ 
pike, at the gates of the metropolis; and he was a 
man of no degree of confideration whatever, daring 
the firft period of the revolution. No (boner, how- 
ever, were the philofophers driven from ofEce, tha^ 
his turn of mind became perfedly congenial to the 
new fyftem. 

In confequence of bis a£livity in the fervice of the 
national guards, and his continual vociferations in 
the fe£lions of Paris, he was preferred by degrees to 
the fupreme military command in the capital. Froip 
a lieutenancy, he procured a company^ he was then 
appointed a major, lieutenant-colonel, and colonel, 
and when Santerre was fent to La Vendee^ he became 
commander in chief. In this ftation he continued 
at the head of the fans-cuhttesy from April 1793 to 
July 1794, and performed prodigies iirhis way. 

A violent and implacable enemy to every thing 
that favoured of ariilocracy, he was the deftrpyer of 
all the monuments, tombs, paintings, and works ef 
art, in Paris and its environs. The dilapidations at 
gt. Cloud, Marli, Belleviie, &c. are owing folely to 
him ; and it is reported, that when, he fet out for St. 
Denis to deftroy them onuments of the ancient 
l^Vigs 9f f jTSACCi hg w^s always faying to his fellow 

foldiers^ 



ibidters,— ^^ AUons ; que la maflue inMtoiale frappe ' 
Ics tyrans jufques dans leurs tombeaux*." 

It is al(b a fad, that at the head of his fans-euhttes^ 
he ran daily through the ftreets of Paris, and vifited 
the (bops where prints, maps, and engravings were 
fold, in order to deftroy and burn all thofe which re- 
prefented Icings, nobles, and priefts, or Which exhi* ; 
bited emMems of nobility and coats of arms : nay, 
he entered all the bookfellers ihops alfo, tore the 
bindings of fuch works as were adorned with amuK 
rial bearings, and defaced thededication^ggnd privilege 
«f impreffion. 

Thefe marks of outrageous zeal obtained for Hen^ 
riot the appellation of the French Omar. Indeed, 
Arom ^ report made to the National Convention by 
M. Gregoire, in the name of the Committee of Pub- 
)ick InftruSkion, on the gth Veudimiaire (3d year) 
jt would appear that he had refolved to fet fire to the 
national library in Paris, and that he kept up a cor«- 
irefpondence with the fans-cuhttes of Marfeilles, and 
other large towns in France, in order that all the 
Other libraries throughout the republick might be 
involved in one common ruin. He muft be allowed, 
bowever, to have been an ingenious and witty Van* 
dal ; for, being accufed in the club of the Jacobins^ 
.on account of this condud, he not only did not diC* 
avow it, but valuing himfelf very much on hit 
achievements, he exclaimed,^^-^ Yes ! I am firmly 
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•cm I'chA fifc books rccafion all tfie aberrations of 
tbe human mnd. 1 woulJ not onlr thcrefbre fet 
fire to tbe libraries, but 1 would have Horace ^nd 
Virg'l burnt before the reft, in the midft of a civick 
feaft. Thefe two ought ir.dced to perfh by the 
hand of the common executioner: they are guilty 
.of leze'bumanitiy by having flattered Auguftus> a 
vile tyrant, ai;d the deftroyer of Rorpan Lbe. ty !*' 

Henriot muft be allowed to have been always 
confiftent in his inveterate hatred to learning and 
tlearned men. His fpeeches in the feftlons of Paris 
wqre fo many philippicks aga'nft both.; in fhort^ he 
at length rendered the name of an author fynonimous 
■with tliat of an ariJioeraK His con{|ant maxim was, 
^.miftruft a man who has publifticd a b< ok y* and 
Jie declared one nighf, in the jacobin club, that he 
had good reaf«^n f<T this, as he had always found the 
'French literati ^z^rj dans leurs ecrits^ et rampant dans 
j€s antichafnbres*'. 

This Goth is, however, thought to have been 
highly fervlcepble to tbe npiiblick. Dur'ng the 
reign of terrour, when f) many atroc ous meafures 
,were necefiary to carrv on the revolutionary govern- 
ment, a brutal man, Ike Hvnriot, was admirablv cal- 
culated to beat down oppoficion, and enfurc cbcdi- 
erce. H..d he not been general of the rational 
guards at th.u fime, it is a moot que ft on, wheiher 
any ctner individual could have executed the laws 



• Haughty in llicir writlnjfs, and cringing in tlie }:rcfeLce ot thf 
great. 
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fcfpeding the compulfory paper, the maximum, th« 
requifitions, the domiciliary vifits, and the guilhtinlf 
MmbulanU *. 

Henriot's reign lafted until Robefpierre's dead^ 
when his attachment to that cruel demagogue ia» 
volved him in his ruin. It is recorded dmt on the 
famous 8th Thermidory as foon as the tocfm waf 
founded by the municipality of Paris, with a view to 
fave the tyrant, Henript ran through all the ftreets 
of the metropolis, colleding his fellow foldiers, and 
.cxclaimingy— " On opprime les patriotes f !" 

The Natiojnal Convention having got the better, 
in the conteft with the Robefpierrian party, Henrioty 
jointly with his colleagues and accomplices, wat 
guillotined at the Placs de la Revolution^ on th^ 
joth of the fame month^ and in the 33d year pf hi* 
age. 

DURAND DB MAILLAN2# 

This refpeiSbble old man has aicquired a high re« 
putation in all Catholick countries on account of hifi 
Difiionary of the Canon LaWy in four volumes j{to% 
publifhed in 1771* He was formerly a profeflbr iit 
the &mous univerfity of Touloufe, and, on the 
convocation of the States General, was appointed 
deputy for the department of Bouches du Rhone. 

Durand fat alfo in the Conftituent Aflembly^ 
mid became a ftriking example of the obfcure 
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and inconfideraHe part which men of profound learn- 
ing and uncommon genius are generally condemned 
to aft in popular affemblies, where moderate talents, 
joined to a volubility of language, are the qualifica- 
. tions that frequently lead to glory and renown.* 

Durand was the chairman of the ecclefiaftical 
committee, a place which no one could fill with more 
'propriety than himfelf. 

Three things may be recorded here, which fcrve 
*to evince the modefty of this deputy. 

I ft. Though he was acknowledged to be the 
member the beft informed in refpeft to ecclefiaftical 
learning, and was indeed the main-fpring of the la- 
tours of the committee, he generally fuffcred the re- 
'|>orts to be deliverrd by his colleagues, the Bifhop of 
Autun, and the Abbe Grcgoire, 

adiy, If he himfelf chanced fometimes to appear as 
the organ of his afiociate*;, he allowed every deputy 
to oppc fe his opinions with an indlffe-ence bordering 
on apathy; an inftance of which occurred on July ift, 
1790, when his repot on ecclefiaftical foundations 
ftnd patronages was objefted to with great violence, 
by IJamus and 'F'reillard. 

3^1y, When the Civil Conftituticn of the Clergy 
was attacked, on its publ cation, by the priefts and' 
ari/iocrats. — fcoruing to take any notice of the num- 
berlefs inve£tives uttered againft the author, he con- 
tented himClf with writing a pamphlet, entitled 
** An Apologet'ck Hiflory of the Fcclefiaftical 
Committee of the Nat;i#nal AC'embly," in which he 

proved 
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jMXJved how well he vi^qualified to conciliate dogma 
and difcipline. 

Durand de Maillane was appointed a deputy to 
the National Convention, .and wa« included among, 
the eleven commiflioners appointed to compofe and 
prefent the plan of the conftitution of 1795.—, 
The glory refulting from his labours was, as ufual, 
reaped by others, fuch as Boiffy d'Anglas, Camba- 
ceres, &c. &c. 

This reprefentative is one of the few, who, by; 
attaching. themfelves to no party, has obtained the 
efteeni and affediion of all the legiflative body. 



PACHE. 

The human mind is probed by events, and there- 
fore generally developed amidft the ftormy and tera- 
peftuous agitations of a revolution. Critical periods 
opeate like the fpear of Ithuriel, and the hero or the 
monfier are then laid bare, and expofed to the admi- 
ration or the hatred of mankind. It has been the for- 
tune of fome few charafters, however, to M'f detcc-. 
tion, and to remain equivocal,, even amidft the alter- 
nate triumphs and defeats of oppofing fa«S^ions. 

Such, I apprehend, is the peculiar fituation of the 
fubjecSl of thefe memoirs. If he be a hypocrite, as 
the Girondifts term him,, he muft be allowed to have 
been the molt confummate diflembier recorded in 
hitto'ry; on ^he other hand, if he is a man uniformly 
virtuous, as his admirers pretend, it muft be ft ill 

owned* 
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own^ that he has more dMi once afforded ample 
occaiion for fufpicion. 

Padie is a man of obfcure birth. His father was 
a domcftick in the fervice of a nobleman, and having 
acquired the regard of the family by his excellent 
condud) his fon received an education at its expence. 
On attaining a proper age, he procured a fituationundei^ 
die Marfhal de Caftries, who afterwards plzced 
him in the war-office. Having faved fome money, 
and obtained a fmali penfion from his patron, he re- 
figned his employment, with a view to repair to 
Switzerland, in order to enjoy the pleafures of a ni« 
ral life, to which he was devoted, and the domeftick 
comforts arifing out of the bofom of his little family. 

Although ftill young, he had found means to ac-^ 
quire a high reputation for wifdom. M, Gibert, 
who cenfidered him as a pheenixj introduced him to 
Mademoifelle Phlipon, fo celebrated afterwards un- 
der the name of Madame Roland, and it appears that 
fhe was captivated both with his modefty and un- 
derftandiiig *. The 

• Gibert etoit lie dcpuis Tenfancc avcc un homme pour lequel 
il profeflbtt autant de veneration que d'attachement $ il vantoit 
fon merite dans rocca(ion« et il 6roit glorieux d^enr dtrr I'ami. 
Gibert ne tarda pas beaucoup a me parler de fon ph^trix ; it fem- 
hloit qu*Jl ne seroit heureux que k>rfque fon ami et moi pourriong 
nous adniirer r^ciproq.uement ; enfin il nous reunit a diner chei 
liii. Je VIS un homme dont Texceffive fimplicite alloit jufqu^l It 
negligence ; parlant peu, ne fixant perfoniie> il eOt €t£ difficile I 
JHger fur une cntrevue pour qviconque n*auroit jamais tntani^ 
faire mention de lui j et j*avoue que, malgr€ men f out tpuc partN 
ciilier pour le ton modefte> celui de cette homme toit fi humble, qm 
je Taurois volonticrs pris au mot fur fon proprc compt^. Cepen* 

J*»t> 



The mounJtains of Switzerland at length refounded*^ 
Wkh the news of a revdution in France, and the 
^ faeajts of men of learning and humanity, in all coun« 
tries, beat high with the expefbtions arifing out of 
that memorable event. Pacbe inftantly returned to' 
the capita], and, in concert with Meuniers and 
Monge, inftitttted a pppular fociety in the feftion of 
Ld^Xembourg, the avowed objeSs of which were the 
ipread of knowledge and the cultivation of the civick 
virtues. In thefe occupations he was particularly 
arduous, aod appeared to dedicate to his country, as 
a citizen, a^l the time he did not beftow on the edu- 
cation of his child;:en. .. 

.At kft he began to emerge from obfcurity. — 
In J792, the celebrated and unfortunate Roland was 
invited by the King to accept a place in the admi- 
niftradon. On this occafion the wife of the new 
nainiftex tkf the home department, always anxious to 
forward. tl>e interefts of her friends, introduced her 
old acquaintance, Pache, to her hufband. The place 

Jl I I I I ■■ I ■ ■ I I I ■ I I III II ■■ I I 11 !■ ^ 

dant> commeil ne manquoit ni de jugement,ni de quelques connoif- 
fances, on lui favoit plus de gre d'en montrer lorfqu'il venolt ^ 
jes feir© cntrcvoir, €f Ton fini/Toit, comme Giberi, par lui en croire 
beaucoup plu5 qu'U n^en avoit efiedivement Sa femme pen 
fignifiante, mai$ fenfible, . rappeloit toujoiurs i'lntenti^ue era teneiant 
dc Virgilc, quand elle regardoit parlor fon mari. Ce n'eft pourtant 
pas un Stre tout-a-fait ordinaire que cclui qui fait en impofer 
alnfi, m^me a ceux qui le frequentent, (jar la mefure de fon merlu 
eflSedif ; il &ut quMI foi% grand en xjuelque chofe, du moins en 
-dUfiimuIation ; et fi ies circonilances l*interre(rer.t ^ la pouifcr 
aufli loin quUl foit pofTible, dans Ies affaires iropoitantes> il peut 
e laux fage qui ufurpoit refUme, fc^lerat aux depends de 
fe^ contemporains* L'hiftoirc en ftfa jugcr par la fuite." 
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of firft fecretary was immediately ofFered to him, but 
ha replied, that being defirous to retain his inde- 
pendence, he could not accept of any falary,'but 
vrould willingly lend his fervices for the advancement 
of the common caufe. He accordingly repaired to 
Roland's clofet, every morning at ^ feven < 6!clock, 
with a morfel of bread in his pocket, and remaindd 
there until three, difregarding fatigue, andapplying 
himfelf unremittingly to buAnefs. 

When Servan was appointed to die war depart- 
ment, he looked around for a confidently perfon, attd 
at laft fixed his eyes on Pache. He accordingly ap- 
plied to Roland, informed him how imich he emried 
him the poiTeifion of fo faithful an afiiftant, conjured 
him to part with him, and conduded by faying, ^^ let 
this honeft man come and live with me.'* 

Roland gave his aflent, and Pache .entered the 
ofiice of the minifter at war exprefsly on the fame 
terms as he had continued in that of the home de- 
partment — without any official appointment, aixl 
without any pecuniary benefit whatever. 

At length the intrigues of Dumouriez put an end 
to the adminiftration, which could alone have faved 
France from all her fubfequent calamities, and. fuf- 
4)ended, if not evaded the fate of the King. Gri this 
occafion Pache returned to his feiftion, and refumed 
his ftation as a private man, with a charafter famed 
for cifintereftcdnefs, and the reputation of confider- 
able talents. It is not a litth remarkablc,^ however, 
confidtring his lubfcqttent condiifl:, that when Ro* 
land read the f imous letter to the King, imroediiitely 

before 
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before.his difmiffion, his friend (for fo he deemed 
him at that period) feoned to conflder it as far too 
bold. 1 . ' 

The events that occurred on the roth of Auguft 
occafiohed the recall of the »patriotick minifters,and 
Fache was offered the fuperintendence of the jewel- 
office, as well as feveral other honourable fituations, 
.;di of which he declined. He refided, however^ for 
ihort time in a ptublick capacity at Toulon, but he 
is faid to have conducted himfelf in fuch a manner 
as to give but little fatisfa£tion. 

A more fplendid appointment at laft prefented 
itfelf, and was inftantly accepted. When Servan 
quitted the war-office, on account of his health, 
Pache was nominated to fucceed him, and of courfe 
had a feat at the council board. 

On the trial of Louis XVI. he is faid to have 
tanvajjtd publicly for his death ♦. Whatever opi- 
nion may prevail, refpeSing the guilt or innocence 



"^ Dumouriezy when drawling the charaders of the men wh* 
compofed the adminifiration of that day, exprefiea himfelf thus : 
<< On the other fide was Pache, miniher of war, a man of ftnle* 
and poifibly an honeft man, but ignorant and blindly devoted to 
tne Jacobin party. He bad a wife, and daughter equally ugly and 
ill tempered, who frequented the clubs and even the haunts of the 
MarfeiUois, to demand the King's death. The war office was 
become' a club, breathing nothing but Uood and carnage. The 
clerks always wore the red cap at their de(ks« and ufed the phrafes 
thm and thtt to every one» even to the minifter, who himfelf aflTdfted 
a ilovenly drefs, and courted the Parlfian populacci by af- 
fuasing their manners/* 

Q.q 2 of 
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of that monarch, this condud was equally fcandaf6its 
and criminal on the part of a minifter. 

The talents of Pache were unequal to his new 
fituation. He was a^ve, zealous, indefatigable, 
and would have made an excellent clerk, but he 
was an indifferent minifler. Dumouriez, indeed^ 
attributes his defeats principally to him, and cenfures 
not only his incapacity, but accufes him of a premf6- 
ditated defign of flarving the armies. On the other 
hand, it mufl be confefTed that the- cohdu£t of this 
general was criminal in the extreme, and that he 
found it neceflary to throw part of the odium that 
attached to himfclf on thofe whom he confidered as 
his enemies ♦. 

It was found necei&ry, at laf)^, that the minifter 
fhould retire from the war department. His intereft 
•with- the Jacobins was, however, too great to re- 
main long out of employment, and he was accord* 
ingly appointed mayor of Paris, in which capacity he 
forwarded all the fchemes of the terror'ifts. 

Pache feems to have pofTefTed but little gratitude ; 
for he calmly looked on and beheld the judicial maf- 
fecre of his beft and deareft friends. He is even 
accufed by Madame Roland with being the calum- 
niator of her hufband, and the bittcrefl: of her own 
perfecutors ! 



* A fmall volume, containing the correfpondence between the 
gener^ and the miniileo has been publiihed. 

PQ- 



X 44^ ) 



POMEREUl, 

Is an officer, who unites a tafte for letters and the 
fine arts, with the profeffion of arms. He fervcd 
manjr years in France, in the corps of artillery, 
which at all times was confidered as a body poflefT* 
ed of great fcientifick attainments, but which, in the 
courfe of the prefent war, has acquired an extraor- 
dinary degree of pre-eminence. 

Sdence and philofophy are naturally favourable to 
liberty: the realbn is felf-cvident, they are but 
other names for knowledge, and it is ignorance 
alone that both generates and tolerates flavery.— 
This is a truth of which the zealots of defpotifm 
are well convinced, and when they rail at what they 
are pleafed to term the new philofophyy they but pay 
an unwilling tribute to the progrefs of the human 
mind. 

The fanatical AW?e Barruel terms Voltaire and 
all the learned men of France during the reign of 
Louis XV. Jacobins, Pomereul was one of thofe 
dreadful confpiratQrs, and like moft of them too • 
was alfo an Encyclopedia. The principal articles 
of the grand Encyclopedte . on the Artillery, that 
jmpprtant branch of modern military fcience, are 
drawn up by him ; and it Was he who compofed the 
whob of the DiSfionnaire d^Jrtillerie^ in l*En^ 
cyclopedie Methodique, 

In 1787 he was fent to Naples in order to inftruft 
troops^ who at that period were ipci\\^^% xJcv^ t5\r>^ 
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ignorant of any in Europe. NoWithftanding his 
appointments, which were very confiderable, he did 
not afFed to exhibit any pomp, or difplay that fan- 
taftical vanity, fo common, I. had almoft faid fo 
Tiatural to the officers of the old fcbooL Oa the 
contrary, he lived like a philofopher, a man of let- 
ters, and a friend to the tine arts. 

France having (haken off her chains, a coalition 
was of courfe formed againft her liberty, which 
fpeedily ended in a confpiracy againft her territories. 
Ferdinand IV. fovereign of the Two Sicilies, is a 
Bourbon, his confort Maria^Charlotta^ an arch- 
dutchefs of.Auftria; AQon, th^ favourite of the 
latter, and the political Menor of both, at that time 
prefided over their councils-r-the reft is known to 
every one. 

No fooner had the court of Naples declared it- 
felf hoftile to his native coimtry, than Pomereul de- 
termined to refign all his employments. It was in 
vain that the moft flattering offers were made to 
him. He refufed the command of the troops^ land- 
ed eftates equal to. thofe he poffeffed at home, 
croffes, ribands, and even employments for his chil- 
dren. His conduct on this occafion gave offence, 
and it is but feldom that arbitrary power is offend- 
ed with impunity. He was accordingly imprifoned, 
and did not recover his liberty until the progrefs of 
the French arms in the fouth had infpired terrour 
into all the Italian cabinets. 

No fooner had he acquired his freedom than he 
repaired to^tVi* Tufc^iu UxTlx.Q\k%^ ^wU^ie^ to his in- 



expreffible aftoni&meAt, he learned tb^t his ttanije 
was included in the lift of emigrants !. 

Pomereul, who was lately al Florence, has writ- 
ten a diflertation on the fine, .arts, in which be con- 

i- • - . 

jures his' conuntrymjennot tfteJ:e<Jl.fch^ols^for;Ilwnt-. 
ing and ftatuary.,, ./ ; ,.:..? 

He obferveS) in the iirft places that* it is probable 
the Greeks did not pofTefs aiiy infhtutions of .this 
kind, and to this Teeming deficiency he attributes 
the fuperiour excellence 4)f their .painters ahd fculp)- 
tors. Their .artifts were formed- by ftudying. mture 
imder the great mafters. Appelles, as every one 
knowS) had pupils, and requefted Alexander not to 
fpeak relative to his art in prefence of the boys who 
mixed his colours, left they fliould laugh at him. 

2. On the revival of the fine arts in Italy, no 
general fchcol was inftituted. A rivalfhip was in- 
deed in fome degree happily maintained between 
difi^erent cities ; but each feems to have produced 
6nly one or two great men, fuch as Raphael in the 
Roman fchool, Michael Angelo in that of Florence^ 
Titian in that of Venice, Corregio in that of Par- 
ma, and the Carrachi in that of Bologna. /Their 
fucccflbrs have been mere imitators of thefe great 
.niafters. 

3. The numerous courtezans of Greece ferved 
as models to the artifts of that country, who did 
not copy from pi£lures or ftatues, like thofe of the 
prefentjay; and it is here jocularly hinted that the 
modern Laifes and Phrynes of Paris would exhibit 
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It fine features and limbs as any of thofe ftudled 
by the ancient painters and fculptors. 

One of his friends who travelled through Italy 
along with Pomereul, fonoe years before the revoluticHi, 
relates the fbUowing; ^ecdote : 

^ One day we happened to vifit a part of the 
country covered i^ridi monuments of the Roman 
grandeur ; on obfervix^ thefe veiliges Pomereul ex- 
claimed— ^ It is only a free nation that could have 
oonceived and executed thefe aflonifhing publick 
works, of which we now admire the remains. A 
republick in France ! and we fhall foon behold in 
that beloved country, fimilar aqueduds, baths, and 
vamphitheatres, rearing their heads towards the 
fkics !*••.... He fpoke thus at a time when the 
idea of a commonwealth had not yet entered into 
the imagination of his countrymen." 

By this time Pomereurs name is doubtlefs ftruck 
out of the lifl of emigrants, and he has revifited his 
native country. 

LEPELLETIER. 

Louis Michael Lepelletier de St. Fargeau, better 
known fince the revolution hy the name of Lepelle- 
tier only, wzs born at Paris on the 29th of May 
1760. His fmily was both opulent and noble, and 
he himfelf, like raaity of his anceftors who had held 
high offices under the ftate, was bred to the profef- 
fion of the law. Rifing by degrees, he at length ' 
^ obtained 
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obtained the honourable office of Preftdeht a Mor^ 
iter of the parliament of Paxis,fa.body that ft ill dared, 
to utter the language of truth ih the prefence oF it? 
tyrants, when the reft of the nation wastreducedbf 
defpotifm to filenee and fubje£bkm^ 

During the difputcs between the touiPt and*; the 
parliament) he always fided with the popular party, 
and was zealous in his oppofition to the fifcal ty- 
•ranny introduced by modern mini ftors. He thus 
became fitted, by long an^ painful ftruggles in the 
caufe of liberty, for the revolution thaticnfued, and 
at the meeting of the fta^es-general, -was. appointed 
a deputy from the nobility of Paris. 

In the. national aflemblyhe diftinguiflied. himfetf 
by the graces, theiprecifion,.:and the lucid, arrange- 
ment of his fpeeches. T^e; night of; the 4fb of 
Auguft 1789, celebrated in. thje .annals of France by 
the abolition of all exclufive privileges, furniflied 
him. with a favourable occafioii to difplaty at one and 
the fame time his eloquence and hi^ difinterefte4-^ 
nefs. .»•■.' ..:»..■ 

This facrifice, added to the uniformity of his at- 
tachment to the caufe of liberty from his early 
youth, rendered him exceedingly popular, and the 
department of Ycnne deemed itfelf peculiarly for* 
tunate in having Jbim for one of it^ deputies in the 
national con ventioa. > ; 

Perfuaded that energetict rteafutes' c6iild "atofte 

prevent "the return of 'monarchy, ' and enfujre. the 

falvation of France, he placed himfelf on the very 

fummit of the Mountain^ and aided the Jacobins 
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.(who bail as yet abftained from the blood of their 

.fellow-citizens) with all his influence *• 

( . On the trial of the king, he voted for his punifh- 

*ment, 4md whatever may be the particular opinion of 

any one, it would be unfair to fuppofe that Lepelle- 

tier, on this iblemn occafion, for the firft time of his 

•life, ihould have been actuated by improper motives* 

His condu£^ on that day, however, proved fetal> 

to him, f)r on the very evening of the execution a 

Foyalift ftruck him a mortal wound with a poniard, 

and then effeSied his cfcape. 

This circttmftance,of courfe, made a great noife m 
the c*apital, and no final 1 degree of adivity was dif'- 
played by the police in difcovering the name of the 
•aflaffin, and tracing him out. He was called Paris, 
and his corpfe was found a few days after this event) 
for, being ^prehenfive of detection, and certain in 
that cafe of punifhment, he had (hot himfelf with 
a piftol. An extraS from his baptifmal regifter, 
and a brevet as one of the late king's guards, were 
found in his pccket; thefe were accompanied 



• TheRoyalKls have of courfe endeavoured to traduce him, by 
aligning his condiidl to intercded motives, notwithdanding his 
whole life tends to prove this to be a calumny. While fpeaking of 
the revolution, he is reported to have faid— ** Quand on a 6oo,ooo 
livres de rente & qu'on eft noble, il faut £tre A la Crete de )a 
inontagne, ou a Coblentz.''— (When a man has 6oo,coo livres a 
year, and is noble, he ought either to be on the very peak of the 
mountain, or at Coblenu.) 

with 
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with a paper, written in approbation of the hor- 
rid deed*. 

In the mean time, great preparations were m^de 
for the mterment of Lepelletier. David the painter 

.Superintended the ceremony, and Lt was ffudioufly 
calculated, that all the emblems exhibited during 
the folemnity (hould infpire the Aeholders with a 

-deteftationof that royalty, of which he was.confidered 

,as the viftlm. -In addition to this, the fediion in 
which he had refided was called by his name, the . 
le^ature attended . h^ funeral in a body, and . the 

^expences of it were paid by the narion>j-. 

BILLAUD 

» 

■ ■ ■ ■ •■ wi 1 

* <* Je n*ai point eu de complice dans la Ibele.a^on que .j*ai 
, falte en donnant la mort au fctl^rat St. Fargeau. Si je ne Tavois 

.pastrouve fous ma main, j'aurois pur^e la terre du monflre,.:i(ij 

parricide d'Orleans.-'— (I had no accomplice in the noble adioki 

periormed by me, in putting to death th&^HUain St. Fargeau. If I* 

had not found him at hand, I would i>af e.^m^ed the earth of the 

moniler, the parricide Orleans.) 

The four following lines were written on the back -of his 

, ^onruniflion : 

"*' Surcc brevet d'honnfur, je I'ecris fans efTrai, 
** Je recri« si I'inftant ou je quitte Ja vie } 

♦ ** Franfois, j'ai frappe ra/TaiTin dc mon roi, 
** C?etoit pour m*arrachcr a voire ignominie.** 

^•f- On Tuefday, January 22/ the National Convention paflcd a 

- <lecrec, that Louis-Michacl-Lepclletier /houldbebiiried on the 24th, 

. at right 6*ciock in tlie morning, and Chenter having been appoint 

ed to bring ia.a:- report on this fubje^, delivered the folio vving 

ipipcch : «k 

-Jiefpfrt.di' Chenter Jur les J onneurs fumbr^ a rendre a PilUtier-Saint 

Fargeau. 
f'Cltoyens, vous leguerei ^ la pofV€rit6 de grands fouvcnirs et de 
^ ^ands exemplcs j mals dcpuis que ic peuplc Fran^oi^ sibu^Xs Y^>a>{; 

4>a^ 
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This deputy was originally a monk, having been 
brought up within the walls of a cloiftcr. 

He 
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dn dcfpotifme> (es aonaks revolutionnaires n^offrent pas une epo* 
que audi impofante, que cdleou nous avons vu prefqu^au meme 
inftant, un ami de la iiberte tombcr (bus le kr des adaiTins^ et ua 
tjran fzappe du glaive de la lot. 

Qutl ^toit dene le monftiiieux pouvoir de la royaut^, fi du fond 
de fa prifon et dam Ton agonie tneme, elle immoloit encore IH 
iqndateurs de la republiqaV. ^ 

. ToutfSols, ce reile de fanatifme et d'Idolatrie, que la royaute 
expirante laifH^ au fein des hommes crimlnels ou pufiUanimes, 
bien loin de vous effraycr» vous affermira dans la route que vous 
devez fuivre. Le Pellrtier, immortalife par Con anr^fTin, voM 
montre la palme civique des marcyrs de la liberc6. II vicnt de 
prendre place entre ks Barnevelt et les Sidney. Son fort paroitra 
digne d'envic a toua les vrais rcpublicalns, ec les honneurs done 
vous recompenfez fa m^molre, lui donneront des fuccefleurs qui> 
comme lui, comme vous, citoyens, fauront tout facrliier a la na- 
tion fouveraine, et dans les circonllances les plus graves, environ^ 
ncs de perils et d'oragcs, confidercront toujours la liberte, le devoir 
ct jamais la vie. 

Ce n'cft point ici une nioj t vuJgairc. Les funeraiUes doivenf 
porter un caractcre particulicr. Que la fuperflition s'abbaiiTe de- 
vant la religion dc la lihertc ? Que Its images vraimcnt faintes, 
vraiment foleninelles parknt aux coeurs attendris. 

Que le corps de notre vcrtueux coliegue, d^couvert a tous les 
yeux, lalflTc voir fa bleflurc mortelle ? 

Qu'une infcription retrace avec une cnergique fimplicitc, \c 
glorieux motif de fa mort! 

Que le fer paricide, facri fie par le fang d'un patrJotc, «tinccile 
^ notre vue comme uji temoignage des furcurs de la tyrannic et dc 
fcs vils adoiateurs ? 

Qut 
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He was a native of Paris, and a father of the 
oratory^ a religious fraternity, which, that of Port 
Royal alone excepted, became the moft celebrated of 
all the orders, in the hiftory of French literature. 

Billaud had made himfelf acquainted with the 
fcience of politicks long before the period of the re- 
volution, and when that event occurred, he was already 
the author of a great many publications on that fubjedL 

Two of his works defcrve particular mention. 
The firft is entitled — ^^ Patriotick ideas on a na- 
tional education ;" it was printed In the year 1790 ; 
1^ fecond— " L'Acephocratie, or a federative go- 
vernment the beft for a large empire/' 

In one of thefe Billaud endeavours to prove, that 
the religious orders ought to be intrufted with the 
cducaticm of youth ; and in the other, that federalifm 
was the propereft government for France. This 
was the fame Billaud who becao^ two or three years 




Que Its vStemens enfangUmtes frappentlcs regards des citoyens | 
Qu'iU prononcent d^avance contre Taflaflin de la patrle. On verm 
marcher devant nous Timage de la liberie, feul objet des hominiges 
republicains> et les bannieres de la declaration des droitSy fondement 
facrc des conditutions populaires. 

Le genie de David animera ccs ibibles efquiifes, tandit que le 
g^nie de Goflec, ftra r6tentir les fons de cette harmonie lugubre et 
touchante, qui earadl^rife une nu>rt triomphale. Ainfi Michel le 
Pelletier, accompa^e de fes vertus, entoure de fa famille en pleurs> 
au milieu de la convention natlonale, du confeil executif, des ad- 
mlniilrateurs et des juges, depofitaires de la loi, s^avancera vers le 
Pantheon Fran90is> od la reconnoifiance nationale a fixe (a place, 
C^eil la que nous d6poferons les reftes de notre cftimable CoUegue \ 
c*e(l. la, citeyens, que nous depOferons les £atales pr6 /entions qui 
nous dlvlfent, &c. 

^ R r vSxei^ 
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after, the moft inveterate enemy of both monks and 
federalifts ! 

Our ex-friar, who left the cloifter foon after 
the decrees of the National Affembly had pro- 
duced the firft reform in the ecdefiaftical policy of 
France, difcovered a marked predrfpofition to for- 
ward the fucccfs of the revolution. He was one of 
the patriots who affembled in the Champ de Marsy 
on th^ famous 28th of July 1 791, and he narrowly 
efcaped bei :g killed by the foldiers, conduced thither 
by M. La Fayette. 

The loth of Auguft may peVhap^ be cbrifidered 
as the moft awful event in the hiftory pt the French' 
revolution. We do not find, however, that all the 
particulars of that day are as yet difclofed. t)ne of the 
moft important occurrences, was the fudden change 
which took place in the government of Paris. The 
feftlons of the capital, influenced by the more vio- 
lent patriots, in tbice hours time difmifled the old 
municipal oflScers, who were flow in their exertions, 
and replaced them by ailive and energetick men.— 
It wa^ this new municipality that overturned the 
throne. 

Billaud . de Varennes had been one of the moft 
aSive in eflFefling the change ; it was natural enough 
therefore that he ihould be included among the re- 
volutionary magi ft rates. 

While in this fituation, he was accufed of being 
one of the promoters of the mafll^cres of the 2d and 
3d of September. It was even reported, that the 
whole bufinefs was conduced by him, in conjunflion 

with 



I '^ * 

BILLAUD. 459 

with Talllen,. fccretary of the commune, and Mehee, 
firft clerk in Vtie fame office. This horrid deed is 
ftill invplved in darknefs 5 -but the guilt of the ex- 
monk IS more than equivocal. 
. While a member of the National Convention, het 
perched himfelf on the' very top of the mountain, 
and was called " a terrorift," and a " drinker of 
human blood," by the moderate party. Of courfe^ 
he foon became a member of the Commit-tee of Pub- 
lick Safety, and one of the decemvirs. 

So much has been already faid about his coUeagueS)^ 
Robefpierre, St. Juft, Barrere, &c. that it would be 
fuperfluous to enter into further detaik. A par* 
ticular fzB. is, however, deferving of notice. Billaud 
never loved Robefpierje, frpm the moment that the 
latter had thrown out Tome hints of his intention to 
fuperfede the fittings of the National Convention, 
in order to enable the committee to act with lefs re- 
fponfibility J and more cfpeci ally fince he had ufurped 
a dictatorial authority over the committee itfelf. 

It is but little aftoniftiing, therefore, that this de- 
puty fhould have contributed ta the gth Thermldor. 
It was he, indeed, who furniflied his colleagues with 
the moft convincing proofs of the execrable tyranny, 
of Robefpierre, and thu^ induced them to get rid of 

that monfter. 

J- 

No fooner,hoWeyer, was the one deprived of power,, 
than the other was expofed to every fort of contumely. 
Epigrams, lampoons, reproaches, accufatiom, multi- 
plied againft^hi^m Oil all fides 3 and unlefs one had 
been in Paris, during the autumn of 17945 and the* 

R r 2 winter 
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winter of J795, it is impoffible to conceive an idea 
of the infiilts to which he was {uhjeSted, He was 
called by no other name than •* /# tigre ie Varen- 
MiSi** and the ** heart of Billaud," was converted 
into a proverb of reproach. 

The journal entitled, « VOratiur iu Peuple^* 
belonging to the reprefentative Frerony completed 
the ruin of Billaud| and became 'the cauie of all hiii 
ftibfequent misfortunes. It was reported in Paris, 
among the beft informed people, that M. Duflault, 
the celebrated tranflator of Juvenal, and now the 
dean of the national inftitute, was then conduflor of 
that journal \ and that he was aduated by a perfonal 
animofity againft Billaud. 

Be this as it may, the latter was at laft accufed 
along with Barrere and CoIIot} and a commiffion of 
twelve members appointed to examine their condu£L 

This commiffion proceeded very fio^\y^ and two 
vionths pafied away before any report was delivered 
m. 

The concluft of Billaud, during this emergency, 
was quite different from that of his two colleagues. 
Whilft they employed the whole weight of their 
talents and intercft to oppofe the ftream, he beheld 
the conteft with the moft finjjular indifference. At 
laft, on the famous 12th Germinal, no regard being 
paid to the conftitutipnal laws, they were all three 
condemned to be tranfported to Cayenne, without 
any previous trial. 

Billaud, who had fpoke but little during the 
whole of the profecution, in the courfe of that fitting 

indulj^eJ 



FILLAtJDv 461 

^ ■■:■ '' "i. ■■ '. ■ ■ . '. 

iniJiilgeJ nimfelf in a fally, which, while it atoned 
for his paft filence, affords no bad fpecimen of the 
llvelinefs of his countrymen. No fooner was the 
fentence of tranfportation read, than turning to the 
prefident of the ConWntion : 

" jfllonsy prejident !^* (aid he, " a la longue il 
rCy rejlera que la fonnette *.'* 

The three deputies were immediately fent to 
Rochefort, in order to embark for the place of their 
exile; but as no opportunity of a fpeedy conveyance 
occurred, they were confined in prifon. 

Soon after this, an injuncSion was iflued to the 
criminal department of Saintonge, to jtry them for 
treiifon; and laftly, to complete the feries of irre- 
gularities, they were once more ordered to be tranf- ^ 
ported. In the tpean time Barrere was lucky enough 
to make his efcape, but Billaud and Collot were 

fent off in September ly^i^ 

' • ■»■'■' 

Billaud de Va/feftnes, like AhacBarfis Cloots, fighed 
for the liberty and regeneration of all Europe. He was 
a ftrenuous proteftor of the foreign patriots refiding 
in Paris. He kept up a regular correfpondence with the 
Belgian, Dutch, German^ and Italian refugees. Some 
Genoefe and Piemontefe gentlemen, who had been . 
forced to fly from their native country, were employed 
by him in the principality of Oneglia, and other 
countries, conquered from the king of Sardinia, fince 
the year 1793. But he Was averfe that any of thlm 

* Proceed^ prefident ! in a (hort time, nothing yiVH }x left here • 
bu: your bell 

R r 3 ihoukl 



462 goupil-prIfelv. 

fhould ferve in the French armies* ^ It is un- 
worthy of a great nation)** (aid he, ^ to employ fo- 
reigners to confblidate her liberty; nor is it political 
that the deftinies of France fhould be committed to 
them who were not born FrencjJHnen." 

Billaud is now about fifty years of age,' and, in 
rtfpeSt to bis perfon, is remarkable for nothing but 
his long black hair, a circumftance not forgotten by 
the Parifian mufcadins^ who converted ^ La criniere 
noire de Billaud de Varennes** into a (arcafnu 



€0UPIL-PR£F£LW, 

Was.born at Argenteau, a fmall town in the depart- 
ment of L*Orne, and, like the greater part of the 
founders of the republick, was brought up to the 
bar. He had acquired but little celebrity, however, 
and perhaps would never have been known, had not 
the revolution opened the gates of the temple of 
Fame, and Goupil entered along with the crowd. 

In the aflemblies of the bailliages, Goupil diftin- 
£Ui(hed himfelf above all the other elcAors by a de- 
gree of publick fpirit, which was then quite novel, 
and which obtained for him the name ofzDemocrah 
He, however, procured no inconfiderable degree of 
popularity, by inveighing againft the nobles and the 
clergy; and he fucceeded fo well in his plans, that 
both he and his fon-in-law, M. de Courmeuil, a 
lawyet alfo, were eledtcd members of the Confii- 
tuent Affembly. . 

These 
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, There Goupil firft made himfelf known by fcve- 
ral bold motions, which the members ofrlbe cote 
gauche were inclined to fupport, but whi(4pH^y di4 
not dare to make themfelves. 

During the firft legiflature there was a kind of po« 
litical fociety called Bouche de Fer (the IronM outh) 
which met in the middle of the enclofure of the Pam 
lais Royal. Goupil, and Fauchet the conftitutional 
Bifhop of Calvados, weie the founders of this club, 
and at appointed times delivered publick ledlures, 
with a view to prepare the minds of the people for 
the meafures intended to be adopted in the Naljjonal 
Aflembly. Indeed, there was hardly a fmgle motion 
of confequence brought forward in the conftituent 
legiflature, which was not either made or vigouroufly 
fupported by Goupil. 

During the Robefpierrean tyranny he was obliged 
to conceal himfelf on account of his reputed wealth: 
it was then criminal to be rich. 

Goupil was returned to the National Convention 

in 1795- 

In Fruftidor laft, his name was inferted in the roll 
of profcriptions, and was not erafed until' the next 
day : nay, ev^n fince that memorable period, it has 
been included once- more in the lift of emigrants, 
either through miftake or injiiftice, and it was ac-. 
tually with fome difficulty that he procured it to be 
again refcinded. 

Goupil IS more than fixty years old, and rath^ 

, fhort in ftaturej his face is animated; his elocution 

cafy, and he is extremely bold in his opinions. In the 

midJ-c 
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middle of a fpeech, he will take a phral filled with 
wine firgnhis pocket, after emptying of whith, he 
continuVhis oration with renewed vigour and in« 
crcafed energy. 




VOLNEY. 

This is a name formidable to prieftcraft, tyranny, 
and fuperftition : for all thefe have been unveiled and 
hid open by him, not with a rude and ignorant — 
for Aat they could have furvived — ^but with a fkil- 
ful and fcientifick hand, which, like the heroes of 
Homer, has inflifted the deadly blow in the precife 
(pot where It was moft likely to prove mortal. 

In his youth, M. Volney was a great travellef^' 
and it may be faid cf him, as of UlyfleSj— 

<* Multorum vidct Urbcs et Hominum.'* 

In 1784 he wrote, and in 1787 publiflied, his firft 
work, entitled " Voyage en Syrie." He was em- 
ployed on the celebrated traft, which has already 
parted through many editions in French, and two in 
Englifli,— *' Les Ruines, ou Meditations fur les Re- 
volutions des Empires," when a revolution occurred 
in his own country, which in a manner embodied his 
ideas, and gave to his imaginary reforms " a local 
habitation and a name." This great work was pub- 
Jiflied in Auguft 1791, and, being admirably calcu- 
lated for the peculiar fituation of his compatriots, 
although the idea had been firft conceived in 1 784, 
it was univerfally read arul praifed. 

8 There 
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In 1789, M. Vohiey was appointed one of the de- 
puties to the States-General) afterwards better known 
under the name of the -NatUnel JJimify^ tnd it muft . 
be confeffedi that neither ancient nor modern timet 
has ever prefonted an inftance of fo many men of 
talents met together to deliberate on the fate of an 
empire, and to prefcribe a new deftiny> not to their 
native country only> but perhaps to mankind. ^ 

Volney purchafed large eftates, and refided fome 
time in Corfica ; but he foon found that country aa 
little proiitidsle to individuals as it had been to na- 
tions, for it was a burden to, and nearly proved the 
deftrudion of Genoa; France prefer ved her dominion 
over it, at an enormous^ expence, and tcf England it 
has been a iburce of ruin, vexation, and difgrace. ;~ 

When the National Convention looked around in ^ 
drder to fckSt the.ableft inftru£k>rs for the Normal 
Sihooiy thoi. author of the Ruins was immediately 
pitched upon as profeiTor of hiftory, and I have now 
before me a work by him, in this capacity, entitle^ 
Jnalyfe du Caurs d*HiJtoire du Citoyen Volney^ prO" 
fsffiur a PEcoh NormaU* 

One anecdote refjpefling this man ought not ta 
be forgotten, 2ts pofterity will liereafter be inclined 
to dwell on the facrifice made during an age termed 
venal^ by the inhabitant of a country generally con- 
ildered as vain. It is well known that a great North- 
ern Princefs, while (he kept whole nations in the ipoft 
humiliating bondage, and became, in. refpe(ft to the 
human race, a " defaulter of unaccounted millions," 
endeavoured to attach men of letters to her int^reft. 
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and make learning and genius the acceflafics of her 
numerous crimes. The mafiacres of Ifinael and 
Piaga ftand in need of extenuation, and tbefe and 
man^ other foul fpots have been attempted to be ex- 
tinguifhed in a blaze of faditious glory 1 

For this purpofe, her Imperial Majefty wifhed to 
Jubfidixi writers of celebrity, by means of penfions 
and pfVlents, and, among others, Volney received 2 
moft fuperb medallion, on the reverfe of which ap- 
peared an equeflrian figure of the Czar Pet^r the 
Great, trampling on the (hakes of envy and revenge. 

It was no doubt flattering to a young man, and a 
writer juft rifing into efteem, to be thus countenanced 
by Catharine IL But as he could not capitulate with 
his confcience, no (boner had the Emprefs declared 
herfelf inimical to the French revolution, than he 
returned the pre(ent to her ambaflador, accompanied 
by a note, in which he ftated, " that a citizen of re- 
generated France could not retain any thing apper* 
tllining to the enemy of his cotmtry P* 

Volney was lately in America, where he lived in^ 
great intimacy with Wafhington, and all the cele- 
brated men of that continent. The enemies of peace 
and of liberty rejoiced to fee him and Prieftley enter 
the lifts, and prepare for battle : but they were dif- 
appointed > for, after breaking a lance in the manner 
of the combatants of the middle ages, they immedi- 
ately withdrew from the tournament. 
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